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THE LACE TRADE OF NOTTINGHAM. 

The history of the lace trade is as strange as any romance. Much of 
it is nnbelieyable to those who have had no connection with it ; seeming 
like fiction rather than fact. Any one observing the movements of a lace- 
maker's fingers, as they toss the little bobbins abont npon a cashion, and 
mark the slow and gradual production of the fabric and pattern of lace, 
woald not readily believe that any similar work to that could be produced 
by machinery. The attempt to do it, however, was made ; and although 
disappointment followed disappointment, and discouragement saddened 
the heart many and many a time, yet, step by step, slowly progressing, 
more than at first was imagined was eventually accomplished, and an 
enormous business created. 

The contrast between the lace trade of Nottingham and that of 
Northampton, Bedford, Somerset, and Devon, is as great as that between an 
anthill and a mountain, or a minnow and a whale. The lace manufactured 
in the four counties mentioned is produced by the orderly intertwisting of 
a multitude of threads, previously wound upon small and slender bobbins, 
elongated in shape for ready fingering, upon a piuholed parchment 
pattern -extended on a round pillow or cushion, supported upon the knee 
of the worker. Every pinhole near to the newly-made end of the lace, 
has in it a pin of somewhat longer and more slender make than are those 
in common use, the worker bringing from the back row one by one the 
pins to fix in the front holes, as each mesh is formed by the right twist- 
ing of the threads. The lace manufactured in Nottingham and its 
neighbourhood is the product of the most complex and delicate machinery, 
consisting of many thousand separate pieces of finely -wrought and highly- 
polished metal, so arranged and marshalled as to move in the most exact 
order by a wonderful combination of mechanical contrivances, generally 
worked by steam power, and turning off incredible quantities of lace at a 
very rapid rate. 

Ure's Dictionary of Arts, p, 730, says truly, " A bobbin-net frame is as 
much beyond the most curious chronometer as that is beyond a roasting* 
jack." 

After reading that statement, the reader will think the writer is roman- 
dng when he tells him that the knitting needle, used formerly in every 
January, 1880. b 



2 THE LAOE TRADE OF NOTTINGHAM. 

cottage, and in most mansions, is the mother of the lace machine. Thii 
is no fable, bat simple fact. In former times, every family was accns- 
toiped to spin and knit and weave its own clothing. The knitting of 
stockings with long wires, called needles, by the hand, s.nggested to a 
man of mechanical genius the invention of the stocking-frame, for more 
rapid manufacture, and consequent reduction of cost. The stocking-frame 
led the way to the lace machine of a very defective order, and that to one 
of a better class, and that to others, and to a rapid succession of improve- 
ments, until the present perfection was attained. 

In the year 1867, a gentleman of extensive experience and wide know- 
ledge published a very elaborate '' History of the Machine-wrought 
Hosiery and Lace Manufactures." The volume extends to 560 pages, 
and contains many illustrative drawings of machinery, and samples and 
patterns of lace. It gives a large amount of curious and miscellaneous 
information. Its author was educated at the Bluecoat School of the 
town, 'rose to an influential position, entered the Town Council, filled the 
office of Mayor for two consecutive years, and was connected with the lace 
trade during nearly the whole of his life. He died at a ripe age, but in 
straitened circumstances. Quoting from a previous writer, who published 
a work in 1715 respecting the invention of the stocking-frame, he gives 
the following extract : — " The credit of the invention is due to an Oxford 
student, who was driven to it by dire necessity. The young man, falling 
in love with and marrying an innkeeper's daughter, lost his fellowship by 
it, and soon fell into extreme poverty. They became miserable, not so 
much from their own sufferings, as from the dread of what would become 
of their unborn infant. Their only support was from knitting stockings, 
at which the woman was very expert. But sitting constantly together, 
and the scholar often fixing his eyes on the dexterous management of the 
needles by his wife, he thought it was possible to contrive a little loom 
to do the work with more expedition. This thought he communicated to 
his wife. He joined his head to her hands, and the endeavour succeeded 
to their wish. Thus the stocking-loom was mounted, by which he made 
himself and his family happy, and left this nation indebted to him for the 
export of silk stockings in great quantities to the very countries from 
which we before used to bring them at a loss in the balance of our traffic. 
He became a man of considerable wealth." — Pa^e 24. 

From an earlier writer, who published a <' History of Nottinghamshire 
in 1677," a statement differing in some particulars from this, is given, 
though agreeing substantially with it ; and being thirty-eight years earlier, 
is more likely to be accurate. '' At Galverton (a village a few miles from 
Nottingham) was bom William Lee, Master of Arts in Cambridge, and 
heir to a pretty freehold here; who, seeing a woman knit, invented a 
loom to knit, in which he or his brother James performed and exercised 
before Queen Elizabeth, and leaving it to one Aston, his apprentice, went 
beyond the seas, and was thereby esteemed the author of Uiat ingenious 



THE LACE TBADE OF NOTTINGHAM. 8 

machine wherewith they now weave silk and other stockings, Ac. Aston 
added something to his master's invention,*' p. 26. There are other 
versions as to the birthplace of Lee, but nothing is stated that need be 
noticed here. 

Stockings, as everyone knows, whether knitted by hand or by 
machinery, are a looped fabric, made from one continaoas thread, and 
consequently liable to serious damage from partial nnroving, and capable 
of being totally nnroved. The first attempt to make lace by machinery 
waa by such an adaptation of some parts of the stocking-making machinery 
as to produce with the single thread a succession of meshes in imitation 
of cushion lace. But this lace was liable to unrove like a stocking, and 
to shrink in washing, like all elastic fabrics being made with a single 
thread ; whereas the cushion lace is firm of texture, being made with 
three threads, overlapping each other in such a way as to produce a six- 
sided mesh, like the honeycomb of bees ; the firmest form in nature, and 
combining in the simplest way the greatest strength with the greatest 
beauty of form. The impossibility of restoring looped lace to its proper 
dimensions after washing, rendered it of small comparative value. 

A great improvement upon this kind of lace was effected by the inven- 
tion of a machine for the manufacture of a firmer mesh, known as point 
net. This, however, was still a looped article, and was chiefly employed 
in the production of a> silk web, which was manufactured into veils, shawls, 
and sleeves, ornamented with the needle, sharp-pointed and of slender 
make, and slitting through the meshes between the fine silk threads, 
passing over the thumb-nail of the left hand as it was being pressed up 
under the meshes of the lace web. 

Mechanical genius being incessantly applied to lace machinery, became 
successful in devising a method of making lace by means of a large num- 
ber of distinct threads for the production of a warped web, instead of 
working after the stocking fashion with one thread only. The great 
desideratum, however, for the trade, was the discovery of some method of 
working whereby a mesh like that of the pillow lace might be made by 
machinery. In process of time, and by slow degrees, this was accom- 
plished by means of combining thousands of small pieces of metallio 
mechanism, moved about by metallic points, within metallic grooves, and 
shunted from one position to another among the threads of the warp, in 
fiuch way as to make the threads twist about each other exactly as they 
do in the making of lace by hand. 

These machines, at first, were narrow ; not more than a few inches 
wide. When made a little wider they were patented by a gentleman 
whose talents had been concentrated upon their construction and improve- 
ment. His second patent was for a machine of only eighteen inches wide. 
The width of successive machines was increased from eighteen to thirty, 
4ind then to thirty-six inches, or four quarters. About the year 1810 a 
4six-quarter machine was built. It required a very powerful man to work 

b2 
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ity and large wages were paid. About this time workmen earned from 
five to ten poands a week, and men of other trades became wildly eager to 
learn the bobbin-net trade, as it was called. Machines were moltiplied, 
and improvements in their stractnre and productiveness rapidly followed 
each other, until a time of stagnation came, and wages were greatly 
reduced. 

The net, after being bleached and dressed, was used by ladies for plain 
veils, caps, handkerchiefs for the bosom, sleeves and trimmings. There 
was an extensive use, also, of plain net quillings, or pleatings for cap 
borders, raffles, frills, &c. The quilling was made of various widths, 
from an inch and a quarter to two inches wide — and for raffles, from 
four to ^Ye inches wide — and were made at first, and for some time, from 
the web. It was divided into the required breadths by the stitching or 
whipping of an edge along each intended selvage, with an ordinary 
needle, and after the process of bleaching and dressing, the severance of 
each length from the rest with scissors. All ornamentation had to be 
done by hand with the needle. The open work, clothwork, and outline 
work of a pattern was all needlework, and was, therefore, slow and 
costly work. 

After a time, a method was discovered of making plain quillings with 
perfect edges by linking the selvages of each to the other by a thread that 
could be drawn out after the entire web had been bleached and dressed. 
This greatly improved the qaality of the article, and reduced its cost, 
causing, therefore, a vast inflax of machines for its production. In the 
course of a few more years, a method was discovered for working a purl 
along one edge of every division, of whatever width, as well as of making 
a kind of open work, which required needlework to adapt it to an orna- 
mental pattern. Prior to that, purl had been made by machines, and 
then stitched with the needle upon ornamental lace trimmings, borderings, 
or laces, to give them a more beautiful finish, and make them in appear •» 
ance more like cushion-lace. 

Inventive genius was continually exerting its^f for the improvement of 
lace machinery. Many mechanics racked their brains to obtain an 
increase of productive speed, and many also for the discovery of mecha- 
nical appliances by which to ornament lace in the process of its production, 
and so to supersede the use of the needle, or greatly to reduce the need 
for its employment; and these objects were eventually accomplished. 
The desirableness of such an achievement may be understood from the 
fact that the <* running,*' or ornamentation, was done by women and 
children at their cottage homes, scattered over the country for thirty or 
more miles around Nottingham, and that many ** pieces," or webs of 
lace, some of them of several pounds' value, were kept in hand from two 
to six months, and even a whole year or more, before being returned to 
the owner. In many cases the work was done in half-hour intervals from 
domestic duties, by married women, some having a baby to nurse, and 
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perhaps two or three other little ones to look after, or an improvident 
Bnd drinking hnsband to please. 

The march of invention and improvement was marvellonsly rapid. 
The crowning of all was the application of the Jaoqaard apparatas, nsed in 
•ornamental weaving, to the mechanical arrangements of the lace machine, 
by which any imaginable figure, either mathematical, floral, botanical, or 
•animal, and any possible combination of objects, may be wrought into the 
lace fabric, along with the web itself, by machinery. The reader may 
find plenty of illustrations of this in the vast diversity of patterns in laoe 
•curtains such as now adorn the windows of almost all houses. 

The writer of this paper has no practical acquaintance with mechanical 
appliances ; but he was initiated into the lace trade so early in life, and 
-continued in it for so long a period, that his own knowledge and expe- 
rience enable him to make statements that will probably seem to some 
persons incredible. At the age of six he was put to the ^' running frame." 
This was a frame of wood, comprising two long and slender rollers, 
twenty or more inches apart, having a thin narrow board of the same 
length midway between them, with a slit along part of it for a wooden 
«crew to move therein and enter a suitable opening in a small piece of 
board, fixed to a movable end, that reached the full width of the frame, 
and through which the rollers had passage. This movable end had a row 
of pins so fixed as to have one selvage of the lace web fixed upon them. 
At the other end of the frame was a similar length of wood, having also 
a row of pins to hold the other selvage of the web. The movable end 
could be accommodated to the width of the web, which could thus be 
made sufficiently tight for the embroiderers to work upon it with their 
needles. The whole web was wound upon one of the rollers, excepting so 
mnch as occupied the space between the two rollers. The movable end of 
the frame was adjusted to the width of the web. The selvages were fixed 
to the pins. The requisite tension was obtained. The needlework was 
begun. As progress was made by the worker or workers — three or four 
sometimes working together at the same web — the web was unrolled from 
its roller, and the finished part was rolled upon the other roller. The 
selvages were again fixed to the pins ; and so the work proceeded. 

My earliest task was ''whipping," — that is, securing the intended 
selvages of the breadths into which the web was to be cut and divided into 
quillings by whipping together the two outside warp threads of each 
breadth. This secured the edge of the quilling from roving, and was 
helpful to the laundress in ironing it out to its proper width after its 
being washed. This tedious and expensive process was brought to an end 
bj the production of quillings with perfect selvages, as previously men- 
tioned. 

My next task was to ornament lace with the needle after a given pat- 
tern, that work being done chiefly by little boys and girls, but partly by 
adult females. The needle was used for the formation of open work. 
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imitation of cambric work, and outlining these with thick threads, together 
with the formation of fanciful little buds and their stalks, strictly 
adhering to the pattern given from the hand of a professed pattern-setter. 
In this manner were sprigs scattered at exact distances upon the plain 
net or web ; and ornamental insertions and borderings were wrought in 
stripes upon the web to be separated, after being bleached and dressed, 
with scissors. The borderings had then to be finished off by other handa, 
with a purl stitched on with the needle — an appendage which was liable 
to get loose or come off, or to shrink and shrivel considerably in washing. 

Simultaneously with this sort of work was the embroidering of silk 
net for shawls and veils, some to be worn in lustrous white, but generally 
dyed black. Point-net was used at first for this class of goods ; but 
eventually the point-net was beaten out of the market by bobbin-net 
machinery, and the point-net machines converted into hosiery machines, 
for the manufacture of a particular kind of silk stockings, called 
•* knotts," or <« knotted hose." 

Bobbin-net machines were continually being built wider and yet wider, 
nntil sixteen quarters became common, and some were made wider than 
that. And such was the increase in speed, that, from two or three racks 
a day of the narrow width, twice as many racks an hour of the widest 
widths could be turned off. The ornamentation by the machine, also, 
which first consisted of a row of bullet-holes or of open work, and a thick 
thread or two carried over it in zigzags, received a rapid succession of im- 
provements, until complete edgings and borderings, great variety of trim« 
mings, and whole articles of dress in lappets, scarves, veils, shawls, &c.y 
requiring to be only outlined with the needle — and, shortly after that, 
having the outlining also done in the machine — were triumphantly pro- 
duced by the skilled mechanic ; whilst thousands of poor families suffered 
temporary embarrassment for want of needlework employment. 

(To be concluded in our next.) 



THE SYKOPHENICIAN WOMAN. 

Matt. XV. 21-28 ; Mark vu. 24-30. 

A Greek, called by Matthew, " A woman of Canaan." 

We don^t know her name, or her husband, her calling, or station ; but 
we infer from the narrative that she was in humble circumstances, low in 
station, of no repute. She had nothing of the externals of life to claim 
attention or demand respect. She is simply '< a woman ;" but all that 
we know of her is ** true womanly," and her bright example of anxious 
love and persevering faith has been teaching lessons to all womanhood 
for hundreds of years. 

She is described by St. Mark as *' a Greek {or Oentile)j a Syropheniciaa 
woman ;" as one who had no right to a distinctive title — one who was 
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^^ontcast" and ''Gentile" in the eyes of a Jew. Bat to*daj, by the 
many thousands of Bible readers, she is known as ** the Syrophenician 
woman/' as thongh there had never been any other. Her hnmblei 
"perseyering faith " has won her lasting fame ! 

'' Before honour is humility," 

This woman has one great treasure^ and one great trouble. 

Her treasure is a little daughter. Her '' one great trouble,*^ is the 
condition of her treasured daughter. 

'' Possessed with a devil /" Without being able to comprehend exactly 
what this means, we can realise a little the awful import of the words. 

Picture the fond mother nursing her little baby — ^watching anxiously, 
as mothers do, for the first signs of reason and intelligence in its tiny 
features — rejoicing in its growth,— cherishing its health, only to find 
with firmer conyiction every day, that her little one is not as other children. 
There is something the matter with it^ and, in spite of all her care and 
nursing, it gets no better. The baby-features deyelope only expressions 
of eyil and suffering. The fair, smooth brow is contracted by spasms of 
pain and passion. The child lives, but its life is a torture. The child 
grows, but disease grows too. Neighbours whisper, <' The child has a 
devil ;" and neighbours' children shun the house where they should have 
found a companion and a playmate. 

Oh, sad fate of the child ! Oh, disappointed hopes of the mother I 
Treasure and trouble ! Must this poor woman keep both in one all 
her life? Can no one take away her trouble, and let her keep the 
treasure ? 

Yes, God is love ! They are God's creatures, and He knows all about 
them. Jesus is the Great Physician, and He is not far off. 

The woman hears of Jesus — Shears of His miracles. His pity for 
sufferers. His power to heal — ^hears, and believes. She feels sure that 
Jesus will help her, and so she goes to Him. 

Here we see her womanly impulse. Directly she hears of Jesus, she 
hurries away to Him, and falling at His feet, beseeches Him to have 
mercy on her, and cure her daughter. 

There was no hesitation in her actions — no doubt of His power. 
It is said she '' heard of Him, and came and fell at His feet." 

We don't know what, or how much she had "heard of Him;" but 
evidently enough to satisfy her that such works as His were not merely 
human, and that He Himself was not only Jesas, but the Christ. Her 
salutation is, " O Lord, Thou Son of David ;" and her prayer, ** Have mercy 
on me." And she was still undaunted, though He took no notice of her. 
Probably He continued the conversation in which He was engaged, and 
she addressed Him in such words several times ; for the disciples feel the 
annoyance of her importunate interruptions, and they request the Master 
to ** send her away," as if they said, " Do what she asks, and let her go.*' 
*< Satisfy her, and rid us of her cries." 



8 THE STBOPHENIOIAN WOMAN. 

Bat He who knoweth all things, knew the great faith in that woman, 
and knew it would be good for her, and good for those aronnd Him,— 
aye, and good for every one of us who hears and reads this account,— 
that He should test her faith still more, and cause her light to shine still 
brighter. " He answered and said, I am not sent but unto the lost sheep 
of the house of Israel.'* She belonged not to the flock within the fold. 
Why should He leave preaching and teaching among His own people to 
minister to this Gentile woman ? 

But again she worshipped Him, saying, ** Lord, help me 1'* 

Is there any worship in such a cry for help ? Yes, there is worship in 
her attitude ^' at His feet.'* There is worship in her heart ; for she 
believes in His power. There is worship in her words, '< O Lord, Thou 
Son of David." 

And now she has gained the Master's notice. But there is seemingly 
not much encouragement in the first words He speaks to her : ** It is 
not meet to take the children's bread, and to cast it to dogs." 

She has made an urgent request for help, and He tells her she has no 
right to expect relief. He has good things at His disposal, but they are 
first for the Jews, the children of God, His own peculiar people, for 
He came unto His own, though His own knew Him not. 

Just now He is in a mixed company of Jews and Gentiles ; and though 
He is about to work a great miracle to benefit one of these '^ Gentiles," 
yet He wishes the Jews to understand that such power has really been 
sent as a special blessing to them primarily. And He calls them ** the 
children," and Gentiles "dogs," speaking as a Jew. Whether the 
surrounding Jews learnt the intended lesson we know not; but the 
woman, with every faculty roused by anxiety, and all her energy con- 
centrated to effect her object, immediately saw His meaning as applied to 
herself — and in all meekness, yet with renewed pleadings, she said, 
'^ Truth, Lord: yet the dogs eat of the crumbs which fall from their 
master's table." 

She knows she has no claim upon Him. She knows she is as a dog in 
the estimation of a Jew ; but she is willing to be called '^ dog," or 
anything else, if she may but gain the crumb of relief for which she is so 
hungry. She asks not to receive any blessing that was intended for 
another; but only two or three of those powerful words which often 
seemed to fall as unheeded on Jewish ears, as crumbs from an overloaded 
table. 

<' Then Jesus answered and said unto her, woman, great is thy faith : 
be it unto thee even as thou wilt." 

What a change ! He who just now heeded not when she fell at His 
feet — He who compared her to a dog when she humbly made a request 
to Him — now regards her with compassion ; tells her He knows all about 
her, commends her faith in Himself, and finally dismisses her with the 
assurance, " The devil has gone out of thy daughter." 
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No more pleading necessary ; no need to tell in detail the symptoms 
of her child's disease ; no need to bring the patient to the Physician, 
or the Physician to the patient; no medicine to carry away and 
administer at home ; nothing more wanted. The care is immediate 
and perfect. E?en while she kneels before Him, the deyil has gone oat 
of her daughter. 

'^ And when she was come to her house, she found the devil gone out, 
and her daughter laid upon the bed." 

The loyed form, so lately torn and distorted by pain and struggling, was 
now lying calm and peaceful, with the flash of youth and health on the 
softly rounded cheeks, and the dark tender eyes beaming with intelligence 
and love to greet the mother's return. We hear no more of this woman 
and child. But we may learn from the narrative two or three important 
lessons, and gain faith by the contemplation of faith rewarded. Have we 
a trouble? — let us take it to Jesus. Let us trust in His power and 
mercy, remembering none are too low, too wretched, or too far off to gain 
His help ; and we may be sure He is faithful to His promises, and will 
not fail us in any time of need. A. C. 



A FEW THOUGHTS ON SABBATH- SCHOOL TEACHING. 

If it be true — and no one we think will deny it — that the conversion of 
the child is of more importance than that of the adult, then the work of 
the Sabbath-school teacher stands second to none ; and yet, we fear, there 
are many who enter upon it with but little sense of the importance and 
responsibility of the position they occupy. 

Truly, the teacher is a representative of the Lord Jesus Christ, one 
who has to deliver Christ's message ; yea, more, one who has to help to 
carry on the work which He began. 

Jesus Christ was the Great Teacher. In Matt. iv. 28, we find Him 
** teaching in the synagogues." Again, Matt. v. 1, 2, we find Him with a 
class around Him, for we read : '* When He was set. His disciples came 
unto Him : and He opened His mouth, and taught them, saying," — and 
then follow those inimitable teachings and counsels so well known to us 
all. Again, in that most solemn of all charges — because it was the final 
one — He gave the commission to His disciples, saying, ^' Go and teach all 
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of 
the Holy Ghost : teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have 
commanded you : and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the 
world." 

Thus our position is one clearly defined, instituted by the Saviour 
Himself ; for the commission He gave was to teach all nations, children 
as well as adults. 

No words can express the importance of our vfork. We have before 
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US minds immortal, and those in their plastic state— a state which will b* 
the model upon which the after-life will be founded. There is no period 
in which the mind is so impressionable ; no time when such deep impres- 
Bions can be made. True, these impressions are not always rmWe. The 
work IS nUnt, but deep ; made not only by the words used, but equally by 
th^tone, the look, the manner of the teacher. So early does this work 
be^n, that we believe a child is no sooner bom than its character begin* 
to be formed ; made or formed by the influences around it. Just as truly 
as the infant is benefited or otherwise according to the food that is given 
to It so is it by the light and air which play around and fall upon it ; so, 
m like manner, its mind is acted upon, and the formative period of its 
character begins, from the moment it sees other human beings— the 
moment it is brought under moral influences. No babe that looks up 
mto Its mother's face but catches the influence of that mother's tempera- 
ment and character; the very soul of the one acts upon the other. 

Oh, how solemn is this thought I that on no occasion can the teacher 
meet his or her class, without making some impression for good or for 
evil on the minds of the young ; added to which, is the fact that every 
impression for evil gives double work to be done afterwards ; for the evil 
mark has to be removed before the good can be permanent. 

It IS said : ** But the time is so brief that we have them under our con- 
trol and influence." Very true; but so much the more careful should we 
be to bring the greatest possible amount of influence for good during that 
tune ; so much the more anxious to counteract whatever of moral evil 
these young minds may have contracted from the surroundings of their 
life when away from us. We do not forget that our work is not to 
supersede but to help and assist that of the parents. We do not relieve 
them of their responsibility, but cheerfully take upon ourselves the part of 
co-workers with them ; and, however sad it is to remember that many 
parents themselves are unsaved, ungodly, and unable to lead their children 
anght, yet such a fact must only urge us to greater effort and care to 
make up, if possible, for such a deficiency. 

The following thoughts may help us in our work : — 
In order to ensure success, we must h% punctual and regular. This ought 
to be so apparent to every mind, that comment should be useless. What 
can be expected from a teacher who is unpunctual and irregular ? Without 
doubt the class will be the same ; and but for the new comers it would be 
an empty one in a few months. The unpunctuality manifested by many 
in the service of Christ would, if carried out in their business life, speedily 
ruin them ; and it does ruin many. It always mournfully impresses us 
that these will be the late virgins, who will find the door shut. To be 
waiting for the children, and that with a smile and cheery word of weU 
come, is surely better than for the children to be kept waiting for us. 

Neatness and plainness in dress is one of the essentials to useful work 
in the school. Next to the drinking customs of society, if not going 
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before it as one of the causes bringing rnin to thousands of young people,. 
Ls the love offiner^j-^iMa is in many natural, and needs to be checked ; 
but, alas ! it is often fanned into an intenser desire by the example set by 
some teachers. To the love of dress must necessarily follow the love of 
being in places where it can be displayed ; and the ballroom, the theatre^ 
the music-hall, and such places, are resorted to by our young people for 
that purpose. Oh ! let us avoid that which is not essential to our happiness, 
and which must sadly retard our usefulness. Samuel Drew, a Methodist 
Local Preacher, and one of the greatest metaphysicians of his day, and 
who was a self-taught man, remarks in writing :•— '^ Yesterday I met 
Professor Dugald Stewart ; he knew me by name, was free of access, but 
not well. He is a plain, rough Scotchman, leaving all external marks of 
dignity for such as have nothing else to recommend them." In a word, 
let us avoid wearing such articles as would attract the attention of the 
children, distract their minds from the consideration of the lesson, and 
give to them a desire to possess such articles themselves— such a desire 
only fostering the spirit of covetousness, and frequently leading them ta 
acts of dishonesty in order to gratify the desires thus engendered. We 
teach by our attire as well as by our words. 

A quiet f loving demeanour will have a considerable power in holding 
a class well in hand, preventing rudeness and vulgarity, acting as a 
restraint upon those who would gladly overstep the bounds of order and 
propriety, and encourage the gentle and timid in the pursuit of that 
which is gentle and good. 

^* Patient continuance in well doing," was the motto we took for tho 
year ; and it is most important that the grace of patience should be cul- 
tivated by us to its highest point. We must learn to work and to wait, 
and to wait with patience. There is scarcely any position in the 
Christian Church demanding more patience than that of the Sabbath- 
school teacher. It is a position very similar to that of the agriculturist, 
who sows his seed, and has to wait patiently the passing of the months 
until the harvest-time before he can put in the sickle. Still, as the old 
adage has it : *< All things come to those that wait,*' our time of reaping 
will come. Now is our sowing time ; but '* in due time we shall reap, if 
we faint not." Yes, we shall reap. Ah I let us not lose sight of those 
soul-inspiring words. Let us have confidence in our work, and in Him 
for whom we work ; remembering His assurance, that His *' Word shall 
not pass away.*' What is His Word bat Himself? just as the fact exista 
that the policeman who walks our streets has behind him all the law and 
all the power of the government and of the country, so, behind Christ's 
WordiA ihQ immutable and unchanging character of the Eternal, with all 
the power of the Infinite and the Divine. <* We shall reap ifwefamt 
not:' 

(To he eotUinuedJ 
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THE PEEACHER'S WIFE. 

The itinerant preacher in Methodism occupies a different position from 
that of the permanent minister of the Church of England, or from that of 
the Nonconformist minister. They are settled, it may be, for life. They 
have a sphere for pastoral duty ; he has not ; his constant change prevents 
it. To attempt to make a pastor of a Methodist itinerant preacher is a 
mistake. His work is of a higher kind. He may say with Paul, '' The 
Lord sent me not to baptize, but to preach the gospel.*' Mr. Wesley 
had that evidently in his view when he established the itinerancy. 

When circuit stewards are looking out for a new preacher there are 
several things to be taken into account. In addition to his pulpit ability 
And other qualifications, it is not an unnecessary inquiry, <* What sort of 
a wife has he ? '* In one of the Methodist circuits, when the new 
preacher entered the circuit, the wife said to a female leader, '*Yoa 
may enter my name on your book, but I cannot engage to attend." The 
leader answered, '< If you don't mean to attend, I cannot have your 
name on my book ; I want members, not names." This preacher's wife 
had her name entered upon a brother's book, but she never attended the 
meeting, for she did not hesitate to say she did not like class meetings. 
Other preachers have wives who do not even join the church in name or 
reality, although the church regulations may not require the meeting in 
-cIblsSj but a regular attendance at the Lord's Table, which they generally 
neglect. As for the week-night services, their husbands might be con- 
stantly pressing the people to attend, but such wives rarely set the 
example by attending themselves. 

A preacher who enters on the work of the itinerancy merely to get ft 
living, need not mind what kind of a wife he selects, so long as she is 
domesticated ; but if he enters on that work as he ought to do — with a 
burning desire to save souls — it is of the greatest importance that he 
should have a help-meet in his all-important work. Such wives have 
been in our circuits, and are to be found still in some places ; being all 
that they should be in their homes, and an example and blessing in 
the church where their husbands labour. Such a one we now bring 
before our readers. 

T. N. entered the itinerancy in 1836, and he has travelled in first-class 
circuits in the old connexion. When superintendent of City Boad 
circuit, he and his wife became hon. members, and both have taken a 
deep interest in our association ever since. This preacher's wife has 
entered into her husband's work wherever he has laboured; raising 
classes and bands, taking part in lovefeasts and prayer meetings : now 
ready to give an exhortation if needed, or to visit the fatherless and 
widows in their affliction, sympathising in the sorrows of the sorrowing 
one, and meeting the wants of the needy. Always ready, indeed, for 
•every good word and work. Not merely in this higher spiritual work was 
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this active preacher's wife ready to take her part, bat in the dradgerj of 
getting np tea meetings. She shunned nothing in which she could be 
UBeful, and attended to the work with promptness and in a business-like 
way. Tradesmen had notr to wait a single day for the settlement of their 
bills when the management was in the hands of Mrs. N. 

But it was not to the societies in which her husband laboured that she 
restricted her labours. She looked out on the world of neglected sinners^ 
and not only felt for them in their fallen state, but would rise early in the 
morning to meet the working man going to his labour, and give him a. 
tract and a word of adyice. If she had sympathy for any class in par^ 
ticular, it was for that class which had sunk the lowest. 

We haye two of her little books before us, in one of which there ar& 
some touching records of her endeayours to — 

" Eescue the perishinif , care for the dying, 

Snatch them in pity from sin and the grave ; 
Weep o'er the erring one, lift up the fallen, 
Tell them of Jesus, the Mighty to save." 

In one circuit in which they were stationed, she exerted herself with 
others to rescue fallen females ; two or more of the repentant ones she 
took into her own house as servants. One of these she noticed, 
after living a consistent life, was led astray by drink, and would have hid 
her shame in the waters of the river, had not Mrs. N. laid hold of her 
directly, and still kept her in her service, and thus saved her from death 
and destruction. 

In another circuit Providence led her into the city prison, which she 
visited weekly. The women prisoners were gathered into a large room, 
when she spoke to them of Him who came to ^^ give liberty to the captive, 
and the opening of the prison doors to them which were bound.*' There 
was on one occasion a young woman brought from the murderer's cell, 
who having been forsaken by her husband, was driven to desperation, and 
poisoned her three children, and then attempted to poison herself ; but 
this angel of mercy took her by the hand when the rest of the company 
had withdrawn, and she was enabled to trust in Him who had said, 
" Though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be white as snow." 

Most persons, when they take their Continental tour, throw off every •< 
thing, and say, " Now for relaxation and enjoyment ; *' and we question 
if it would not be difficult, in most cases, to distinguish " the children of 
this world from the children of light." It was not so with this preacher's 
wife. She was enchanted with the magnificent scenes she saw in Swit-^ 
zerland, but they only seemed to raise her soul from nature up to Nature's 
Qod. She had furnished herself before leaving England with the Scrip- 
tures, the separate Gospels, and a variety of religious tracts in the French 
language, but these were not available for distribution among some of the 
Swiss ; but her mind was drawn off from the rugged and lofty mountains^ 
to contemplate the nobler ruin of man's soul. 
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While in Switzerland, in one of her early morning walks, she met a 
young man of cultnre who, like herself, was an ardent lorer of nature, 
but who was only slightly acquainted with the magnificent work of redemp- 
tion. She was to him what Philip was to th^ Ethiopian eunuch, and 
she left him a happy believer in the Lord Jesus Christ. 

When she passed through France, she says, the people were everywhere 
ready and thankful to receive the Scriptures and the tracts. In Paris she 
met with a kindred spirit in the person of Miss de Broen, who had given 
herself to missionary work. She accompanied Miss de Broen on some of 
her visits. In one visit they paid to an afflicted young man, she was 
requested to speak to him ; she did so, and Miss de Broen interpreted, 
and afterwards prayed with such pathos and power, that although Mrs. 
N. said she could not understand a word, she felt the young man could, 
and the tears fell thick and fast down his face. 

Thus it will be seen that this preacher's wife converted her seasons of 
relaxation into labour for souls, and tours of pleasure by ** going about 
doing good." We read sometime since of a minister's wife who, when it 
was hinted to her that she might help her husband in his Church-work, 
most indignantly repudiated any claim they had on her by saying, << That 
when she married her husband, she did not marry his Church." 

What would Methodism have been if it had not found a sphere for 
woman's labour. In fact, should we have had Methodism if it had not 
been for John Wesley's mother? The Lord hath said, ** In those days 
He will pour out of His Spirit upon the servants and the hcmdmaids.** 
Those preachers' wives who stand aloof from Christian labour, not only do 
no good, but they do harm. Their example is corrupting. In vain do 
their husbands press upon their members to be devoted, self-denying, and 
zealous; when their own wives are worldly, or even apathetic, other 
women find it much easier to follow such examples than the one we have 
brought before our readers. But how about it when the Great Master 
has to pass judgment? It cannot be as it was when He said to one in 
the day of His own labour on earth, << She hath done what she could.'' 

Philos. 



BURIAL OF AN OLD DIgCIPLB. 

On his coffin-plate was inscribed : — 

Thomas Aboylb, 

Died November 16th, 1879 ; 

Aged 85 yean. 

I had met with this brother at some of our earlier annual meetings, 

and a few years since had promised to act as one of his executors ; so I 

was not much surprised when I received a letter calling me to his funeral. 
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It was a jonmej of about one hundred and fifty miles, and the hoar of 
burial was fixed for three o'clock in the afternoon. Accordingly, I left 
home at 8.80 a.m. by G.W.B. to London ; then by Midland at 10. 
travelled to Derby, and thence by Ripley. Branch to Kilboame at 1.40, 
It began to snow soon after I started, and continaed at intervals all day 
long. 

" Blest is the burial that the rain falls on I " and, if so, doubly blest 
fihonld that be on which the snow falls ; for the snow-fiakes fall yery 
lightly, and are as white as the feathers of an angePs wing ; the driven 
«now is an emblem of purity wherever it is known. But the mourners in 
fiuch cases would do well to walk in thick boots, and to clothe themselves 
with doubly warm garments ; for the keen north-east wind bites as with 
the teeth of death itself. 

All the mourners met in good time, and with the friends who came to 
<somfort the widow in her affliction, took their last look of brother 
Argyle's corpse, as it lay so calmly cold and still in its coffin. The 
expression of the face was beautifully clear and peaceful ; the lines of old 
Age were all smoothed out ; and, except that the mouth had fallen in for 
want of teeth, one might have taken it for the face of a man twenty 
years younger. 

We waited for the undertaker to finish his work, and for the carriages 
to take us to Horsley church, about a mile and a half away, where our 
brother's first wife was buried, and which he had chosen for his last 
resting place. 

• Meantime, some of us conversed about our departed brother, and all 
bore witness to his zeal in God's cause. He had just finished the building 
of a little chapel near his house, from the savings of his small income. 
This was his last work ; but several other chapels in the neighbourhood had 
previously been erected chiefly by his own liberality, and by his persevering 
•efforts in collecting from others. He was long known for his attachment 
to our Local Preachers' Mutual- Aid Association, having been an honorary 
member since 1850. 

We went on to talk about the progress of religion around, and to 
express regret that it cannot now be said that " the common people hear 
Jesus gladly." One who was present thought that one great fault was 
in Christian parents who do not train up their children aright ; or else 
instead of the fathers, the sons would rise ; and instead of the mothers 
the daughters, to call Jesus blessed. ^ 

While we thus converse, the snow is falling fast, and the shades of 
evening begin to fall around us. Surely some accident must have 
happened to the funeral carriages. Let us telegraph to Derby, and 
learn. We do so. The reply tells us that some mistake has been made 
between Kilboume and Milbourne, and that we cannot have any such 
assistance now from Derby ; so we resolve to walk, and carry our brother. 
But some friend lends a cart for the coffin; and Doctor Hunter very kindly 
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sends his carriage, which takes the widow and two other female relatives, 
himself, the Rey. N. Bouse, and myself ; all the rest walk throngh the 
snowstorm np to Horsley Church. By the time we arrive there it is nearly 
dark, and we proceed direct to the grave. The clergyman has a good memory, 
and recites the burial service (for it is too dark for him to see to read). The 
encouraging words of the service fall with the warmth of hope and faith 
upon the mourners' spirits ; and we have need of this, for our physical 
frames shiver down to our -toes in the cold north-east wind, and our dark- 
coloured garments are whitened with the falling snow. 

And thus we committed Thomas Argyle to the grave, " in sure and 
certain hope of a joyful resurrection,'* and then returned to his late home 
in the order in which we had gone forth. 

A good fire and a warm cup of tea soon put us all right, after which 
we sang a hymn, and two of the brethren offered prayer, mingling with 
their petitions thanksgivings that our brother had been sustained through 
a long pilgrimage, and was now safe in heaven with God. 

After this, the will was read, which gave first fifty pounds to be added 
to Mr. Wild's gift, for the benefit of our annuitants at Christmas ; then 
two legacies to relations, and the residue to his widow. 

An excellent photograph of our brother was given to me, on which he 
had written as follows : — 

'< Aged 84. A lover of Jesus, 63 ; preacher and leader, 61 ; member 
in one class, 59 ; machine man at Kilbourne colliery, 43. Wrote this with- 
out glasses. — Thos. Aegyle." T. C. 
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THE EXAMPLE AND TEACHINGS 
OF CHRIST. 

BY THE LATE GEOBOE MAUNDEB. 

There is no argument that more 
deeply impresses many minds un- 
favourably to the Temperance Move- 
ment than that which is based upon 
the supposed example and teachings 
of our Blessed Lord. Every true 
Christian will unreservedly admit the 
absolute perfection of the Saviour's 
character, and the infallibility of His 
teachings. If it can be proved from 
the sacred narrative that the Saviour 
was in the habit of partaking of in- 
toxicating liquors,~and this is im- 
plied by those who quote the example 
of Christ in opposition to the practice 
of Total Abstainers, — we should hesi- 
tate to proceed in our temperance 



propagandism. It is because we De- 
lieve that by total abstiaence we fol- 
low the example and teachings of our 
Master in their truest and highest 
sense, that we engage in this work. 
When it can be shown that our prin- 
ciples, however remotely, reflect upon 
the conduct, or jar upon the utterances 
of our Divine Lord, we will forego, 
instantly and for ever, all connection 
with the temperance movement. 

But it iff because we feel sure of 
our ground that we move onward with 
firm and unfaltering step. It is im- 
possible to prove that Christ made or 
drank intoxicating wine. In the time 
of the Lord Jesus the word '* wine '* 
had a much more extended meaning 
than at present. It is established on 
the authority of Pliny, Plutarch, and 
other ancient writers, that there were 
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then in existence and in common use, 
a number of wines either absolutely 
free from alcohol, or so nearly free 
as to be practically unintoancating. 
We put it, then» to the judgment and 
conscience of every Christian man, as 
to whether Christ was more likely to 
make and use a kind of wine ad- 
mittedly not only innocuous but de- 
cidedly nutritious, or that kind of wine 
against the use of which the Scrip- 
tures urge the most solemn warnings 
and hurl the most terrible denuncia- 
tions. Under the shelter of the wine 
of Scripture there have been brought 
into general and deadly use fermented 
and distilled liquors which have little 
in common with it but the name ; 
and under the shelter of Christ's 
social life, there have been defended 
practices which have not a particle 
of foundation in the recorded history 
of the Divine Man. 

To pass from the example to the 
teachings of Christ. It is admitted 
on all sides that Christ nowhere, in 
BO many express terms, enjoined total 
abstinence from inebriating liqaors ; 
but it is contended that the broad 
principles enunciated by the Divine 
Founder of our holy religion, and 
elaborated and applied by His ap- 
pointed messengers, directly and 
solemnly sustain the practice. In 
what precept uttered by our Lord or 
His Apostles is there a direct con- 
demnation of the system of Slavery f 
Slavery was in existence in the time 
of Christ, but He uttered no word 
against it. Yet Slavery — with few 
exceptions — is now repudiated by 
Christian men as utterly repugnant 
to the teachings of the Great Master. 

It is interesting to notice that iden- 
tically the same argument with which 
the former Bible apologists for slavery 
defended their position, is that which 
the present Bible deifenders of in- 
toxicating liquors use. We are all 
familiar with it : '* You are throwing 
discredit upon the Scripture. The 
New Testament tolerated Slavery; 
and if you insist on abolition you cast 
off the Book ; you are paving the way 
to infidelity." The common sense of 
the Christian Church rejected this 
flimsy nonsense, and acted in har- 
mony with the general principles and 
teachings of the holy records. But 



the an ti -teetotalers are furbishing up 
and fighting in this old worn-out 
armour. " Our Lord made wine and 
drank it," say they ; •' therefore you 
abstainers are setting up to be wiser 
than He. You are throwing aside 
His example as out of date, and not 
fit for this enlightened nineteenth 
century." Thus the arrow shot at 
the teetotaler is drawn from the 
quiver of the ancient slaveholder. 
We have no doubt that as the ar- 
gument from Scripture for slavery 
has been almost universally acknow- 
ledged to be invalid, so a few years 
hence none will be found to attempt 
to justify the drinking of intoxicating 
liquors by quoting the example and 
precepts of Jesus Christ. 

On the part of our opponents there 
is a begging of the question. Our 
Lord made wine for a festive occasion : 
therefore we may rightly and safely 
use as a daily beverage a deleterious 
and inebriating compound which we 
call wine ! The loj2[ic is about on a 
par with the exegesis. 

It has been oracularly announced 
by one of our very decided and pro- 
minent opponents, as a discovery we 
presume in Christian morals, that 
" the true ideal of temperance is the 
partaking in moderation of the * good 
creatures of God.' " We are willing 
to sit at the feet of this excellent man» 
and if he will tell us the essential 
difiference between alcohol and opium, 
and some other deadly poisons, and 
will illustrate his dictum by trying 
on his own person the effects of 
daily ** moderate " doses of laudanum 
or belladonna, and escapes harmless 
from the process, we may possibly be 
induced not only to receive his theory, 
but also to imitate his example. Our 
theorem is this : — " The true ideal of 
temperance is the taking in modera- 
tion those *good creatures of God* 
which were designed io be used for our 
sustenance and refreshment ; and an 
entire abstinence from everything 
proved to be physically or morally 
injurious." The medicinal uses of 
alcohol may be at once fully granted ; 
but its use in health and as a beve- 
rage, even in " moderation," has been 
pronounced by the most eminent 
medical men of the day to be most 
decidedly pernicious. 
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A great step will be gained in the 
discussion of this subject, when, in- 
stead of sheltering themselves behind 
the alleged example and teachings of 
Christ in the drinking of intoxicating 
liquor, Christian men assign the real 
reason for their practice. Let them 
say honestly, " TVe drink because we 
like it." The world knows that as it 
regards many of them this is the 
fact; and to quote the example of 
Christ for the use of that which robs 
man of the perfect exercise of his 
reason, which muddles the brain, in- 
flames the passions, and relaxes the 
wUl, is felt to be uncandid, if not 
profane. 



passing ^htuUi 



The Church Congress was this 
year held in Wales, and The Times, 
writing upon the subject, headed one 
of its articles, '* Working Men and the 
Church,*' and goes on to say: — 
** Welsh workmen are, after their 
kind, enthusiastically religious; but 
in proportion to their devoutness is 
their estrangement from the Church. 
The Ebenezer Chapel, the Bethel, or 
Bethesda, which in an English town 
is maintained by tradesmen and maid 
servants, is filled in Wales by quarry- 
men and miners, and ironworkers." 

In a review headed ** In the Begin- 
ning," The Times recently noticed 
three books by Mr. Sandys, Sir Ed- 
mund Beckett, and an anonymous 
author. After quoting the words of 
Sir Isaac Newton, in Principia, ** The 
world did not arise by the spontaneous 
energy and evolution of self-develop- 
ing powers, as some have affirmed in 
later days, but it was created by One, 
Almighty, Eternal, Wise, and Good 
Being — God," the reviewer goes on 
to remark : *' To this confession we 
must return at last when all tlie field 
of modem scientific discovery is ex- 
hausted. The great facts of life and 
death are realities of too solemn and 
terrible a character to be made the 
fiport of eccentric thinkers, however 
distinguished in mathematical or phy- 
sical science ; nor can they be reaUsed 
without a belief in that Almighty 
Being to whom every man of common 
jsense feels himself accountable." 



It is gratifying to record that the 
Court of Common Council, the Lord 
Mayor presiding, have refused to 
allow the Guildhall Library to be 
used by the public on Sundays. Peti- 
tions were presented for and against. 
After a lengthy discussion, 34 voted 
for the library to be thrown open to 
the public on the Lord's Day, and 
104 voted against the proposal. 

The convention into which England 
entered with Turkey some time since 
is not to become a dead letter. There 
has been much waiting and forbear- 
ance on the part of the Government, 
but the British Ambassador, Sir 
Henry Layard, is at length threaten- 
ing immediate interference if pro- 
mised reforms are not carried oat. 
The rule of the Turkish Pashas in 
Asiatic Turkey is notorious for op- 
pression and rascality, and still con- 
tinues to be altogether contrary to 
the agreements entered into at the 
Berlin Congress. According to the 
Treaty of Berlin, '* the difierenoe of 
religious creeds and professions were 
not to be alleged against any person 
as a ground for exclusion or inca- 
pacity in matters relating to the en- 
joyment of civil and political rights in 
any locality whatsoever. And the 
freedom and outward exercise of all 
forms of worship were to be assured 
to all persons belonging to the state 
as well as to foreigners.*' The Berlin 
Congress entrusted England with a 
mission to insist upon justice being 
done to the interesting populations 
inhabiting the fertile regions of Asia 
Minor ; and although there has been 
some delay, it may be relied upon 
that the Government intends that 
Turkey shall this time fulfil her pro- 
mises. 



J^ms Hotias* 



The Herald of Mercy, London: 
Morgan & Scott. 

A MONTHLY periodical of one half- 
penny, containing short and pithy 
pieces, adapted especially to attract 
the sinner who has lived in the neg- 
lect of his soul. It is printed in 
quarto size, with striking ulustrative 
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woodcuts. The twelve numbers for 
1879 are neatly bound in ornamented 
cover complete for one shilliag. 

The Quiver. London : Cassell, Fetter, 
and Galpin. 

Thb first part of a new volume. 
Heretofore this work has been 
published in weekly numbers at 
one penny, and monthly parts at six- 
pence. In future the weekly numbers 
are to be discontinued, and the work 
will be published only in monthly 
parts at sixpence. This work has 
risen in public favour since it was 
first started, and has now a deservedly 
large circulation. The articles are good 
and healthy, more or less leavened 
by religion. This part contains sixty- 
four quarto pages, with first-class 
eugravings, and different articles in 
prose and verse. 

Now and Hereafter : Verses regarding 
the Word, Sacraments, and Prayer. 
Edinburgh : Printed by Lorimer & 
Gillies, 31, St. Andrew Square. 
Royal 8vo, twenty pages, one penny. 

We have had many pamphlets sent 
ns for notice since we have occupied 
the position we now hold; but one 
like this we never had before. Twenty 
pages on fine stout paper, in rhyme. 
The writer cautions us not to read 
them as poetry. We do not pretend 
to have a thorough knowledge of what 
poetry is. Certainly, after looking 
over this production, we think there 
was no need of the caution ; for if we 
are at all capable of judging of poetry, 
little of it will be found in these 
twenty pages. 

Our Homes. A series of small books 
on Christian Temperance. By Mrs. 
G. S. Reaney. A packet of twelve 
books. Each book contains sixteen 
pages, square 16mo, for sixpence. 
London : Morgan & Scott. 

These little books are just fitted for 

the square envelopes, and if circulated 

and read must do good. 

Happy Days, being Little Folks 
Annual for 1880. Cassell, Petter, 
and Galpin. 
PoRTT-EiGHT quarto pages, with pic- 
tures in abundance. Letter press 
containing entertaining stories, and 
music adapted for the voice and 



piano. Also a pretty almanac, done 
up in an elegant fancy cover, and all 
for sixpence. 

The Christian. Part for November, 
1879, price sixpence. Morgan i 
Scott. 

NiNExr quarto pages, full of matter, 
including not a very friendly hit at 
the last Methodist Conference. 

The Teachers^ Storehouse and Trea* 
sury of Material for Working 
Sunday-school Teachers, Vol. IV., 
1879. London : Elliot Stock. 

One of the cheapest and best periodi- 
cals for Sunday-school teachers. 
Published monthly at one penny, the 
twelve numbers, bound in neat cloth, 
containing 288 pages. A very suitable 
book to present to a young teacher. 

The Methodist Temperance Magazine. 
Vol. Xn., 1879. London : Elliot 
Stock. 

This neat volume contains the twelve 
numbers for the year, published at 
one penny each. The matter, the 
printing, and the binding is good ; 
but the woodcuts by which it is 
illustrated had better have been 
away. 284 pages. 

The Methodist Family : an Illustrated 
Monthly Magazine. Vol. X., 1879. 
London : Elliot Stock. 

Another penny monthly, quarto size ; 
contains 144 pages. There is a serial 
story runs through the twelv.e months, 
by Rev. James Yeames, called ** Gil- 
bert Guestling ; or. The Story of a 
Methodist Hymn-book," and a num- 
ber of other interesting articles in 
prose and verse. 

I^trg. 

THE " MUTUAL- AID " ANTHEM. 
By Bro. John Bose, Aylesbuiy, Backs. 

The following piece of our good 
Brother Rose has been printed sepa- 
rately, and sung at several publio 
meetings with great acceptance. It 
will go to the tune, '*God save the 
Queen " : — 

God bless our " Mutaal-Aid" — 
Helping our poor nnpaid 

And needy men ! 
Thy choicest gifts in store, 

G 2 
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Lord, npon it pour : 
And may we help it more 
With tongue and pen, 

Bich blessings are in store 
For those who help the poor 

In age and need : 
Let ns give ease in grief, 
And lengthen what is brief, 
By giving due relief — 

Our brethren's meed. 

Without reward or fee, 
They have stood up for Thee, 

O God, their strength. 
Now, Father, grant them grace, 
That, when they end their race, 
They may behold Thy face 

Li heaven at length. 

Bless those whose actions pzoTe, 
By helping, that they love 

Our "Mutual-Aid:" 
hearken to their call, 
And smile upon them all. 
Let none in trouble fall 

Nor be dismayed. 

Lord, crown this enterprise 1 
With frequent large supplies 

Let it be blest. 
And when its work is done, 
May those who help'd it on, 
Find Paradise begun 

In endless rest. 



^isnlknt0tts« 



DE. PORTER'S SERMON 

Was delivered witliout notes, and 
contained some noble passages that 
do not appear in the manuscript 
supplied by him for this magazine, at 
fhe reqaest of a member of our 
Editorial Committee. From brief 
notes taken during its delivery, the 
following sentences are given as too 
valuable to be lost : — 

The Word of Christ is a word of 
infinite fulness, addressed to us by 
the Father. Christ wrote no book; 
but He made the poets, the philoso- 
phers, the men of science and of 
literature, whose books, if piled to- 
gether, would reach higher than 
Mont Blanc. The Word of Christ 
is Christ Himself. The Bible is a 
word of life from the bosom of the 
Father, communicated to us by the 
Holy Ghost. 

The Jewish State, when Christ 
came into the world, already under 
the Eoman Eagles, waiting for its 



dispersion, opposed Christ. Jews, 
and Gentiles united in opposition t9 
Christ. And yet this Word has over- 
thrown ancient systems, destroyed 
empires, reconstructed society upon a 
new basis, and given laws to the 
nations of Europe, and to many other 
parts of the world. Has any other 
religion done the same ? 

l^e preacher referred, here, to the 
value which Europe continues to place 
on the writings of Homer and Aristo- 
tle, and on the remains of ancient art, 
many remnants of which are brought 
as treasures of antiquity to the western 
world: these are what the modems 
value from the pagan world, but not 
their religion. The Word of Christ 
is changing the heart of humanity, 
and changing human experiences. 
Travellers have observed that, in the 
Mohammedan world, the children 
never sing. They are reared in 
melancholy. But the Gospel has set 
the. world to music. A tide of song is 
going through the world, deeper and 
wider than the lake of this city 
(Geneva). In Sunday schools, glad- 
ness and joy are expressed by thou- 
sands of children, in familiar hymns 
that come from the Word and Spirit 
of Christ. 

The preacher dilated upon the 
happy fellowship with Christ, realised 
by believing people, as a privilege in- 
finitely higher and more ennobling 
than the most intimate mind and 
heart fellowship with superior men. 
He added, To have, thus, Christ in 
our hearts, is to have what all the 
world cannot purchase, and what 
neither life nor death can take away. 
And this is our strength. W. B. C. 



MUNIFICENT LIBERALITY OF A 
POOR WOMAN. 

A POOR woman who was a member of 
a small church of Scotch Baptists in 
a considerable town in Yorkshire, 
was devotedly attached to the ministry 
of a faithful man in that community, 
who, whilst allowed to preach the 
Word, yet being unordained to the 
Eldership, according to the rules of 
the body, was not allowed to dispense 
the Lord's Supper. The Lord giving 
him seals to his ministry, however, 
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and the hearts of the people to whom 
he ministered, he deemed it his ri^ht 
and duty to break the bread and give 
tiie cup of the Lord to willing com- 
municants. Following his own con- 
victions therein, he made himself a 
transgressor, and was consequently 
excommunicated, together with those 
who adhered to him. Among the 
latter was one Nanny West. 

A place in which to assemble for 
Christian worship was needed by the 
excommunicated minister and people. 
Contributions were solicited and ob- 
tained for building a little chapel, 
and Nanny West went heart and 
soul into the movement. She was a 
widow, whose Imsband had left her a 
small property that yielded an income 
of four shillings a week, together with 
the sum of fifty pounds in a bank, 
the interest of which added sixpence 
a week to her four shillings. In ad- 
dition to this she earned a trifle by 
garden work, such as weeding. 

When the little church commenced 
in an upper room, in the month of 
June, 1B33, Nanny, contrary to the 
remonstrances of the deacons, per- 
sisted in giving sixpence a week out 
of her narrow means, towards the 
support of the cause. In addition to 
this weekly sixpence, she gave a 
sovereign annually out of her hardly- 
earned savings, at the anniversary 
services of the chapel, until the debt 
was cleared off. In addition to her 
own givings she collected ten pounds 
a year in penny-a-week subscriptions. 
When the debt was reduced to about 
one hundred and fifty pounds, she 
<shallenged one of the deacons — who 
could better afford such a sum than 
could any one of his colleagues — to 
the effect that if he would put down 
£fty pounds, she would do the same, 
as she was getting old, and would 
manage to do without the interest of 
that sum which she had in the bank. 
She was then turned eighty, and had 
become blind, but was anxious to 
liave the debt liquidated. The' dea- 
con declined the challenge, but old 
ITanny had the pleasure to know 
l>efore her death that the debt was 
liquidated. 

The late Dr. Koe, of Mexico, who 
was then travelling secretary for the 
Baptist Home Mission for England, 



was so deeply impressed with the 
case, as the most striking instance of 
Christian liberality in England, that 
he spread the fame of poor Nanny all 
over the north of England, and 
reaped a good harvest by it for his 
institution. 



BELIGIOUS TRAINING 

AND PARENTAL INFLUENCE 

ILLUSTRATED. 

On board the steamer going from 
Harwich to Antwerp, I met with the 
Rev. Robert Johnston, formerly of 
Beverley, a Baptist minister whom I 
had frequently seen at meetings of 
the Evangelical Alliance, both in 
London and in the provinces. In the 
course of conversation about the train- 
ing of youth, he quoted the text, " Train 
up a child in the way he should 
go, and when he is old he will not 
depart from it." He remarked on 
the seeming failure of that promise 
in many cases of the children of 
godly parents. Our conclusion was 
that either there had been defect and 
failure of duty on the part of parents 
in such cases, or that early contact 
with the world, and the counsels and 
influence of ungodly persons, had 
neutralised the home training. He 
then related the case of one of his 
own sons, who had caused him much 
uneasiness by following evil rather 
than good, when removed from the 
Holier influences of home and the 
counsel of godly parents. After- 
wards the son became sick unto 
death. He then felt the guilt of a 
wrong course after right training, 
and said, *' Father, I wish I could 
punish myself for the distress I have 
caused you.*' His father replied, 
" God does not require us to punish 
ourselves. He says to us, ' Do thy- 
self no harm.' The punishment due 
to our sins was laid upon Christ, 
who ' bare our sins in His own body 
upon the tree.' You have only to 
believe in Him. He is here, though 
not seen ; and is speaking to yoa 
through me, and says to you, * Gome 
unto Me,* and ' Him that cometh 
unto me I will in no wise cast out.' " 
The young man stared at his father, 
and said, ** Well, father. He cannot 
break His word, and 1*11 trust Him." 



22 



GHOIOE SBLEOTIONS. 



He did trnst Him, and died in 
peace. 

The second daughter of the same 
minister was so reserved npon what 
related to personal religion that her 
parents were in perplexity as to her 
Bpiritnal state, uncertain as to whether 
she was a converted person or not. 
They were residing at Irving, in 
Scotland, where, at the age of ahont 
fourteen, she died of consumption. 
On the day of her death, early in the 
morning, she sent for her father and 
mother to talk with her, and pray 
for her. Her mother hegan to weep, 
and her father was affected. Upon 
this the daughter reproved her father, 
and said, ** Give over, papa ; you'll 
make mamma poorly: I am quite 
happy.'' The father said to her, 
**My dear, what makes you happy?" 
Until then he never could get her to 
open her mouth on that suhject, but 
now her instant reply was, **I'm 
going to Jesus/* "And you really 
hope so?" said the anxious father. 
" Yes," she replied, •* I shall be with 
Him to-day in Paradise." She glori- 
fied God when dying by her concern 
about others. She shouted out, " Oh, 
that Emma Bligh ! " a youDg woman 
whom she had known from childhood, 
and whose opposition to religion 
excited her deep concern. She had 
said to her, ** If your father dared to 
speak to me about religion, I would 
run out of the house." The minister's 
daughter died at twelve o'clock that 
day. 

Afterwards, the father called to 
see the girl about whom his departed 
daughter had felt so anxious. He 
told her what his daughter had felt 
and said about her; and that was the 
means of her becoming a decided 
Christian. His daughter had known 
the Lord four years before he became 
thus cognisant of the fact. 



GALLANTRY IN A DOG. 

When twelve months old, he bad 
attained a larger size and greater 
strength than ordinary, and prior to 
this period had shown many indica- 



tions of astonishing sagacity. He 
had become exceedingly attached to 
the female part of my family, and 
particularly to the children. A little 
daughter, a child about six years of age» 
attended a school at the distance of a 
quarter of a mile, to which the dog uni- 
formly accompanied her every morn- 
ing, as well as at noon : and as soon 
as he had conducted his charge safely 
into the house, returned home. How- 
ever, pursuing this system for a short 
time, he was not content with guard- 
ing the child to school, but began to 
escort her home. Twelve o'clock 
was the hour at which the children 
left the school for the purpose of 
coming home to dinner, a few minutes 
before which, Frank (for that was 
the name by which the animal waa 
distinguished), with elevated tail, 
trotted away, and placing himself in 
front of the school, patiently waited 
till the little throng came out, when 
he eagerly selected his charge, and 
guarded her home with all the pride 
imaginable. At five o'clock in the 
afternoon, a similar proceeding took 
place. It was amusing — indeed it 
was highly interesting— to witness 
the performance of these operations 
by this affectionate and sagacious 
creature. I have many times watched 
it with unspeakable pleasure. About 
ten minutes before twelve and five 
o'clock (how he contrived to calculate 
the time so exactly, I am not able to 
describe), Frank left my premises, 
and in a minute or two appeared 
before the door of the school. Squat 
on his haunches, he attentively 
waited the opening of the door : on 
such occasions the children are 
crowded together, and Frank might 
be observed amongst them busily 
employed in selecting his charge. 
Dogs never appear fully satisfied of 
the identity till they have exercised 
their olfactory organs, as well as. 
their orbs of vision, on the subject of 
their solicitude ; and therefore Frank 
always enjoyed a few grateful sniffs 
before he took his order of march, 
which was a few yards in advance, 
with elevated tail, and evidently in 
all the pride of self-satisfactory duty; 
but on the appearance of any person 
or any animal from which danger was- 
to be apprehended, the dog came 
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close to the child, and forbade near 
approach; he was particularly sus- 
picions of the proximity of a beggar, 
or any mean or roffianly person.— 
From Physiological Observations on 
Mental Susceptibility, dc, by T. B, 
Johfison. 
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JANUARY. 

January derives its name from Janus, 
in mythological history. The month 
was dedicated to him, as from its 
sitnation it might be considered to 
be retrospective to the past, and pro- 
spective to the opening year. January 
consists of thirty-one days. It com- 
mences 1880 on Thursday, and ends 
on Saturday. 

On the 1st of January the sun rises 
at eight minutes after eight, and sets 
one minute before four. The length 
of the first day between sun rising 
and setting is seven hours and fifty- 
three minutes. On the 8 1st the sun 
rises at forty-three minutes after 
seven, and sets at forty-five minutes 
after four. Length of the day, nine 
hours and two minutes, being an in- 
crease in the light of the month of 
one hour and three minutes. 



A total eclipse of the sun this 
month on the 11th, beginning at five 
minutes past eight, will be invisible 
at Greenwich. 

New moon on the 11th at forty 
minutes past ten in the morning ; fuU 
moon on the 27 th at ten minutes past 
twelve in the morning. Our brethren 
will thus see when they can have her 
silver light to guide them homewards 
from their country appointments, 
after having exhibited to their hearers 
the Sun of Righteousness with heal- 
ing in His wings. 

The voice of the stars — 

" In the eternal volnme of the sky, 
The stars displayed are characters on 

high, 
Where man may read his fortime and 
his fate." 

So sang Chaucer, the father of 
English poetry, five hundred years 
ago. People then thought that the 
stars had something to do with man's 
destiny; and some people think so 
stiU, or profess to think so. 

Deborah sang, centuries before 
Chaucer, " The stars in their courses 
fought against Sisera." 

We have, however, a more sure 
word of prophecy to which we shall 
do well to take heed, for — 

" The voice that rolls the stars along 
Speaks all the promises." 
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THIBTIETH ANNIVEBSABT OF THE 
NOTTINGHAM BBANCH. 

The public tea-meeting of the year 
1879 was held on Monday evening, 
Nov. 24th, in the band-room of the 
Wesleyan Chapel. There was a good 
oompany, comprising many of the 
poor to whom contributors had given 
their tickets, and a fair proportion of 
the firm friends of our Association. 
After tea, an earnest prayer was of- 
fered by the Rev. W. Cullum, late of 
Hull, who had to go off by rail to 
Beeston. 

The company adjourned to the large 



schoolroom,where a platform bad been 
placed for the speakers, and a piano 
to be played as an accompaniment to 
a choir of young females, whose 
sweetly musical voices cheered the 
audience and greatly relieved the pro- 
ceedings. They were skilfnlly guided 
by Mr. Joseph Hogg, one of the 
Superintendents of the Sunday school. 
The chair was taken at half-past 
six o'clock by an old friend of Local 
Preachers, Arthur Wells, Esq., clerk of 
the peace. No formal speech was given 
from the chair, but a few kind words 
at the commencement, and at intervals 
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afterwards. After the singing of a 
hymn, and prayer, two speakers, who 
had to leave early for other duties, 
were called upon to speak before the 
reading of the report. 

The Bev. H. Fry, a minister of the 
United Methodist Free Church, said 
the Association had been doing good 
work, and is doing good work. God 
intends that we should be helpers of 
each other. Our common liability to 
affliction and sickness imposes this 
duty upon us. In Methodism, Local 
Preachers are indispensable. It is 
impossible to work circuits without 
their help. We cannot too much appre- 
ciate the labour of men who, after the 
week's work, walk for miles into the 
country, and preach the Gospel. At 
the final reckoning they will receive 
the highest, the greatest rewards. 
Their work is now just what it was 
at the commencement of the work of 
Methodism. The Gospel is as ear- 
nestly and faithfully preached by 
them, and by some as eloquently and 
successfully, as by those who give all 
their talents and services to the work. 
At the present time there are other 
workers being raised up, and other 
organisations that are exceeding 
us in zeal and usefulness. We 
must take care that our practice 
be in harmony with our preaching. 
There was a preacher in Wesley's 
days who had lived in sin and in- 
volved himself deeply in debt; and 
after his conversion subjected him- 
self to much self-denial and paid his 
debts, and went preaching over the 
same ground as when living in sin. 
There is a mighty influence from a 
holy life. Let us try to back up 
our teaching with holy living. 
Many places have been opened for 
the Gospel by Local Preachers, who 
have begun by preaching out of doors. 
Tent preaching has been tried suc- 
cessfully in some villages. He aad 
preached in a tent to seventy or eighty 
people. The tent was given by Mr. 
Samuel Morley, M.P., who has since 
built a chapel there to nold two or 
three hundred people. What is 
wanted now is Mission work from oar 
great centres. 

Mr. Councillor Bmnes wished to 
express his thorough sympathy with 
this Association. One aspect of the 



Society that he specially approved, 
was expressed in the word '* Mutual." 
It was expressive of sympathy ; and 
his hope was that sympathy would 
increase among people attending the 
different chapels of the Methodists, 
and among different denominations 
of Christians. The desire of his 
heart was that we might become more 
in sympathy and unity than hereto- 
fore. Men of the world are uniting 
in promoting their objects, and some 
of them are wishing to take our Sab- 
bath from us. His hope was that we 
should be on the alert and guard the 
sanctity of the Sabbath. 

Brother Hopewell now read the 
Heport, as follows: — 

REPORT. 

The Reports presented at these 
meetings from year to year, have two 
specially noticeable features. One is 
brevity, the other the importance of the 
interests reported upon. The Report 
is brief, because we have no mixed 
and complicated interests in this As- 
sociation needing explanation in 
lengthy details in order to an under- 
standing of its aims and doings. The 
tale is soon told. 

In the branches of the Methodist 
Church to which the operations of this 
Society apply, there are over 16,000 
Local Preachers whose labours are 
gratuitous; who receive no money- 
payments at all for the Church-work 
they do. A large proportion of these 
men have to depend upon their daily 
labour for their daily bread ; and ex- 
perience leaves no room to doubt that, 
in many instances, the ordinary and 
average liability to disease and sick- 
ness has been much increased to 
these workers by the walking ana 
night exposure implied in tne worx 
they do ; and past experience . as 
many a sad tale to tell of Loca 
Preachers, who, m time of sickness 
and old age, have not been assisted 
as they ought to have been by the 
people for whose spiritual good they 
have so willingly giveri the best of 
their ability and energy; and the 
names of good old Local Preachers 
have been found amongst the names of 
the paupers of the Union Workhouse. 
Clear heads and loving hearts, how- 
ever, have not been wanting in the 
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dhnroh who saw and felt this wrong, 
and who have said, in a most empha- 
tic and practical way : '* This wrong to 
Methodist Local Preachers shall no 
longer exist ; this great wrong shall 
die." Hence the formation and con- 
tinnance of this Local Preachers' 
Mutual-Aid Association, in which the 
richer brethren and the poorer breth- 
ren, assisted by many of the good and 
tme outside the circle of the Local 
Preachers, mix their gifts and con- 
tributions together to meet, so far as 
they can, the needs that press so 
heavily in time of sickness and old 
age. This is briefly a statement of 
the aims and purposes of this As- 
sociation. 

(The statistics of the Association 
and of the Nottingham Branch were 
given here, and a quotation was given 
from the General Report respecting 
the dependence of the annuitant 
allowances upon the benevolence of 
free contributors. The financial 
statement for the Nottingham Branch 
completed the document.) 

Bro. H. expressed his regret at the 
lack of the interest and sympathy that 
used to be shown at the meetings of 
former years. Some of those meetings 
were large and enthusiastic, com- 
pared with which our meetings of 
late years had been scanty and un- 
sympathising. He hoped those of 
the future would be better. 

The Ohaibman spoke of the Report's 
showing an excess of ^600 over in- 
come for the past year, which might 
lead some to suppose that the 
Society was so prosperous as not to 
need their help. That, however, was 
a great mistake. The Association is 
a kind of insurance society, and 
must, therefore, have an excess of in- 
come over expenditure, or the Society 
must cease to exist. The benefits 
assured to the members require even 
more than this excess of six hundred 
pounds. He thought that the Insti- 
tution was not sufficiently known 
among the Methodist people, and 
that efforts should be put forth to 
make it known ; for he could not be- 
lieve they would allow it to languish 
for want of funds if they only knew 
its principles and its work. 

The Bev. B. Ambs said, when he 
was in the Carlisle Circuit, he some- 



times preached in a ohapel in the 
pulpit of which was written, **B6 
Short and Lively." That is what he 
thought the speeches at such a meet- 
ing as that should be, and he would 
like to be so. Any defence of the 
work of Local Preachers he con- 
sidered to be unnecessary. He would 
like the distinction between Local 
Preachers and travelling preachers, 
or Local Preachers and ministers, to 
be allowed to go out of use in this 
day. All the workers in the G-ospel 
will have their reward by-and-by. 
After some remarks on the hos- 
pitality of country friends, Mr. Ames 
said his grandfather was a Local 
Preacher; and he knew what sacri- 
fices of the joy of family life, and 
giving up of home-comforts on the 
Sunday, were inseparable from the 
work of Local Preachers. These 
men would have a glorious reward. 
Our gratitude is due to old men who 
have worn out their strength in the 
work. The Association is not known 
as it ought to be. He would suggest 
that some of our friends belonging to 
various Methodist Churches be waited 
upon, and their assistance be asked. 

Mr. Chettle said he was glad to 
see the Chairman occupying the 
position he did in that meeting of the 
Nottingham Branch of the Local 
Preachers' Association. He con- 
gratulated the Chairman, but could 
not congratulate himself. Local 
Preachers were but lightly esteemed 
in some places ; but he felt thankful 
that the grace of God had placed him 
in that position. There were persons 
who, if a Local Preacher were ap- 
pointed to the place they were accus- 
tomed to attend, would rather stay at 
home than hear him. This was not 
right. No doubt Local Preachers in 
the pulpit sometimes say rather queer 
things, and so-4o travelling preach- 
ers. A Local Preacher, speaking 
of St. Paul, said ''he was a little 
fellow ; but he had a mind as big as a 
lordship." A travelling preacher told 
his congregation that blacksmiths 
have the strongest arms of all men 
through having them in constant 
exercise, and that tailors have the 
weakest legs in creation, for want of 
exercise. If we must do without 
either class of preachers. Local or 
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travelling, he would say do away 
with the travelling class ; for if we do 
away with the Locals, where are the 
travelling preachers to come from? 
We don't want to do without either. 
"I believe,'* said the speaker, "in 
both." After some remarks on the 
heavy work of Local Preachers, and 
the sympathy to which they are en- 
titled, he said he had been an hono- 
rary member of the Association from 
the beginning, and was glad to be such, 
and to be identified with so excellent 
an institution. 

** Gome, let us join our cheerful 
songs," having been sung, 

The Rev. R. Wilton said: We have 
heard about travelling and Local 
Preachers. I don't like the distinction 
much, and I like much less that of 
•* cleric " and ** lay." The Methodist 
Churches are the only churches that 
recognise the lay preacher and give 
him an honourable place. The history 
of Methodism is an abiding testimony 
to the value of Local Preaching. 
Between the travelling preacher and 
the Local there ought to be the warm- 
est sympathy and love. Criticisms 
of one upon the other are to be de- 
precated. He came to sympathise 
with this Association, and with Local 
Preachers generally. Broader and 
wider sympathy was desirable, and 
he hoped it would come. The differ- 
ence between the Methodist Churches 
was small, and would grow '* small by 
degrees and beautifully less." A more 
important question than that was, 
Why have we not the power and suc- 
cess of our forefathers? One reason is, 
we have lost very much of the sim- 
plicity, the fervour, and the intense 
zeal of past ages. We must return to 
first principles — not to the exact 
method and machinery of our fore- 
fathers. They adapted themselves to 
their own times, and we must do so. 
There must be adaptation to changing 
circumstances. The ** Salvation 
Army" is teaching us Methodists a 
lesson. Their mode of action is liko 
a resurrection of the early Methodists, 
who were despised, and persecuted,and 
evil spoken of as they are ; and these 
are succeeding in their work as they 
did. There must be more out- door 
preaching, and the preaching must be 
in language such as the people can 



understand, and not in a high soho^ 
larly style. '* I can pray for no higher 
blessing," said Mr. Wilton, ** than 
that a double portion of the spirit of 
our forefathers may rest upon us." 

"Lord of aU power and might/'* 
was sung, and then our patriarchal 
brother, whose name has been for so 
long a period associated with Sutton 
Boning ton f spoke in his own inartistie,. 
interesting way. We can give but a 
few particulars. 

Bro. Shephebd: You have got a 
sample of the old ones before you. 
I put myself in this garb sixty-four 
years ago, when I became a local 
preacher, and I have it still. I'm^ 
always thankful that I'd a pious- 
mother ; she was a Methodist when I 
was bom, so I sucked the milk of 
Methodism. I was 23^ years of age at 
my conversion. I carried a great bur- 
den before I found peace. For three 
months I wished I was either a tree or* 
a shrub, or a bird or a horse, rather 
than a man. But when I looked to- 
the crucified Jesus, and saw Him cra- 
cified for me^ in a moment my burdeik 
was gone. In a moment I was glad 
that I was a man. I have been a 
local preacher about fifty-three years. 
I was sent once to preach upon Cham- 
wood Forest, to a place they called 
Charley. I took a friend with me, but 
for the life of me we couldn't find the 
village. I heard a cock crow, and saw 
some trees; so I thought the place 
couldn't be far off. We had then walked 
nine miles, and wanted dinner bad 
enough. We found a farmhouse, and 
knocked at the door. A man came to 
the door, and he knew me, and directed 
us to the house for preaching. The 
people there had had dinner, but 
enough remained for us; so we had) 
all we needed, and then I could 
preach, and did the best I could.. 
My dear wife was one of the bless- 
edest women in the world — a real 
help to a Local Preacher. — (This re- 
mark was introductory to a touching: 
account of his reluctance to fulfil an 
appointment when she was nursing a 
sick and dying child. He lingered to 
the last moment that would afford time* 
for his reaching the place, when his 
wife aroused him with, **Get thy 
coat on, and be off! *' He went and 
preached. When he got back home,. 
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** the child," he said, ** was gone to 
heaven.") The good old man next 
narrated how he had heen on one 
occasion intimidated hy the presence 
of a senior Local Preacher among his 
auditors, and had preached in so 
ramhling a manner that he deter- 
mined never to preach again. This 
caused him to lose his peace and to 
become as wretched as he had been 
before his conversion. He lost his 
health and appetite, and got into such 
a state that he thought he had better 
go out of the wond. His wife at 
lei^^th appealed to him as to the 
cause of the change that had come 
over him, contrasting his previous 
Ufe and energy with his late mise- 
rableness and melancholy, so different 
from what he was when she married 
him. When several months had 
passed in this way, he again submitted 
himself to God, confessing his sin, 
and promising again to take up the 
Gross, and to go whithersoever He 
might send him to preach the Grospel. 
In a moment his peace was given back 
to him, and he was again a happy man. 
Turning now from his own history, 
our venerable brother made an appeal 
to the meeting on behalf of the As- 
sociation, and especially for its aged 
annuitants. At a meeting that he 
had attended in Derby were two 
gentlemen on the platform, who said 
tiiey never had been asked to sub- 
scribe to the funds, or to become 
members. ''Then I ask you now,*' 
was the response ; and both became 
honorary members. He mentioned 
an instance of a child of four years of 
age being made an honorary member 
by the mother. He added, " She is 
gone to heaven— the child is a hono- 
rary member still." He concluded 
witii an appeal to the ladies present 
to become honorary members. 

After another anthem had been 
song, a short address was given by 

Brother Oabteb, who spoke of the 
inappropriateness of the distinction 
drawn between preachers of the Gos- 
pel as ministers and Local Preachers, 
both classes being alike servants of 
' Christ and of the Churches, and the 
latter class being called to account 
every quarter — as he had himself been 
for over fifty years past — as to moral 
character, purity of doctrinal teaching, 



attention to appointments, and ability 
for the work. He explained the con- 
stitution of the Association, and the 
dependence of the aged and poor men 
upon the subscriptions and free con- 
tnbutions of friends for their weekly 
allowance, which begin with half- 
a-crown, was soon raised to four shil- 
lings, and which the General Com- 
mittee has now the power to extend in 
yery needy cases to five shillings, and 
in extremdy needy cases to six shillings 
a week. A few poor widows of Local 
Preachers, also, were allowed half-a- 
crown a week. He called attention 
to the Magazine as not only the 
organ of the Association, but also as 
a thoroughly religious and respect- 
ably literary publication. He stated,, 
further, that it was a strong advocate 
of temperance and of teetotalism. 
He was not himself a total abstainer, 
but had all his life been a temperate 
man, and was a decided friend of 
temperance. Their teetotal friends 
would find the Local Pbeaohers' 
Magazine a publication that advo- 
cated their principle to their hearts' 
content. It could be had for two- 
pence a month, or two shillings a year». 
through any bookseller who would 
obtain it to order. 

Mr.HENBT Clarke, of the Methodist 
Free Churches — an honorary member 
of our Association rising to move a 
vote of thanks to the chairman, said : 
A chairman has a wonderful influence 
over any meeting. Some chairmen 
seem as if they commenced a meeting 
with November, and never got out of 
that gloomy month ; whilst others 
were as bright and cheerful as May^ 
He proceeded to state the joy he felt 
in being where he now stood. '* On 
this spot," said he, ** thirty- three years 
ago last May, I found the pardon of 
my sins. It was the greatest event of 
my life.'* Speaking then of the differ- 
ence between Local Preachers and 
travelling preachers, he alleged that 
the latter had not generally business- 
tact and business-power. He had never 
found the circuit minister the best 
man in the world in business matters. 
In reference to the Local class, he said 
there were men in this town connected 
with Wesley, Halifax Place, and 
Shakespeare Street Chapels, who, if' 
sent into Cornwall, would be founds 
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equal to the travelling ministers. 
" The two classes/' he remajrked, '* aj:e 
absolutely necessary." Neither class 
could be spared, but the value of 
things was estimated by some people 
according to cost. Diversity of giifts 
was required to meet the wants of 
people. Many sermons overshoot 
the heads of the people. The Local 
Preachers talk to people in their own 
style; and they understand it. He 
thought there was not much sacrifice 
now in Methodism, except by the 
Local Preachers, who had to face all 
sorts of weather in going to their ap- 
pointments. And there was not the 
same spirit of sacrifice among them 
in this day as formerly. A five-mile 
joumeytwas thought a great thing now. 
There was not the sympathy with 
Local Preachers now that ought to 
be. He gave some account of a 
.journey he had many years ago to 
and from Cotgrave, a village over 
fieven miles away ; and of his having 
to undergo his examination for the 
work on the next day. He declared, 
however, he had had as great pleasure 
in connection with the work, as any 
man could have. He moved the 
thanks of the meeting to the chair- 
man, which was seconded by Brother 
Carter, and passed with acclama- 
tion. 

The esteemed Chaibman, in ac- 
knowledging the vote, again expressed 
the sympathy he felt with Local 
Preachers and their work, and in 
their Association. He considered 
their simple object was to get help 
for the aged brethren, who needed 
lielp. 

Thanks were voted to Mr. Hogg 
and his choir of young ladies, to the 
gentleman who had performed upon 
the piano, and to the trustees for 
granting the use of the two rooms. 
The meeting was closed with the 
Doxology and the benediction. 



BBADFOBD. 

We have always found it the best, as 
it is unquestionably the most honour- 
able course, if an error has been 
committed, or a report delayed, and 
it is brought home to us, to aclmow- 
ledge it. 



Bradford is a most important place, 
but our Association there had not 
that hold upon the town which it 
might have had. So thought some of 
the friends of the Local Preachers, and 
among the rest Brother John Ander- 
ton. The question was : " Could not 
something be done ? " This question 
was reiterated. The brethren assem- 
bled together. " What is to be done ? *' 
This question resolved itself into a 
determination to do something, and 
when they did do something, to do it 
with their might. 

These Yorkshire lads, when they 
do begin to work, don*t do things by 
halves. They sent to the London 
office] for bills, Magazines, Dr. 
Aldom's Address — "and don't omit 
sending 200 ' Grandfather Johnson.* *' 
This old gentleman has never failed 
to make a favourable impression 
wherever he has obtained an entrance, 
and he has put in 10,000 appearances 
since his first visit in 1860. 

The next thing to do— get as many 
chapels as we can for sermons on the 
Sunday, and theflr some good men and 
true to fill them ; to wind up with a 
public meeting in East Brook Chapel 
on the Monday following. Chapels 
were secured — Wesleyan Chapels: 
Kirkgate, Annesley, Manville, Bridge 
Street, Otley Road, in Bradford ; also, 
Great Horton, and St. John's, Man- 
ningham. Methodist Free Churches : 
Westgate Chapel, Bradford, and Fars- 
ley. Wesleyan Reform Chapels: 
Abbey Street, Bradford; Wibsey, 
Slakside, and Bowling Old Lane. 

Thirteen chapels having been se- 
cured, the next thing was to find men 
to fill them. To Hull for Alderman 
Dowsing, an ex-president : to Melton 
Mowbray for Mr. Towne, another ex- 
president ; to Leyton for Dr. Aldom^ 
a third ex-president, he having the 
lion's share — three appointments— 
morning, afternoon, and night. To 
London for Mr. Amphlett ; to Keigh- 
ley for Messrs. Home and Norming- 
ton ; to York for Mr. Webster. Our 
Bradford friends, it will be seen, drew 
their supplies from three parts of tiie 
compass. 

It is of great importance when a 
public meeting is to be held, to get a 

good chairman — a local gentleman, if 
e c an be got. Our fnends succeeded. 
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in this respect, to their hearts* con- 
tent in securing the services of Henry 
Mitchell, Esq. The speakers, they 
say, did credit to the local staff, and 
the travelling preachers were ably 
represented by tiie Rev. W. O. Simp- 
son, just returned from America, 
liie result showed several new hon. 
members, and j966 16s. collections. 
Several persons, we hear, will date 
their conversion from these memo- 
rable Bradford services held on behalf 
of" The Local Preachers' Mutual- Aid 
Association," Oct. 12 and 13, 1879. 

Better late tlian never; and we 
hope to see this branch increasing in 
breadth, and beauty, and healthful- 
ness, and that many a poor old brother 
may say, " I sat down under his sha- 
dow with great delight, and his fruit 
was sweet to my taste." 



GENKBAIi COMMITTEE. 

The monthly meeting was held at 
the office of the Association, 19, Exeter 
Hall, London, on Wednesday, Dec. 
10th, 1879. 

Tea was provided by Mrs. Sims for 
the President, and Miss Milsom and 
Miss Chamberlain presided at the 
tables. 

Present: Bros, the President, 
Treasurer, Honorary and General 
Secretaries, Parker, Jameson, Harvey, 
Johnson, Turtle, Boorman, Wardley, 
Bnffham, Harding, Pigg, Amphlett, 
Wright, and Rose. 

Hymn 599 was sung. 

Prayer was offered by Bro. Boor- 
man. 

The income for the month was 
;£124 Os. 7d., and the expenditure 
;8114 18s. 8d. New members, 5 ; 
deaths, 5, and 1 wife ; sick, 95 ; an- 
nuitants, 131. The receipts from 
branches since May was £1,463 4s. 
8d. and the payments to them, £1,457 
19s. 

The death of Brother George Boole 
Ghaloner was reported by Bro. Parker, 
and it was resolved unanimously : 

'* That this Committee, having heard 
of the death of Mr. G. B. Chaloner, 
for many years Editor, and lately the 
printer, of their Magazine, desire to 
express their high appreciation of the 
services he has rendered to their 



cause, and their deep regret at his 
death. They do also most sincerely 
sympathise with the widow and 
family in their severe loss, and hope 
that the God of the widow and father- 
less will still be their support and 
stay." 

Bro. Laycock, of Eeighley, was un« 
animously elected upon the Com« 
mittee in the room of Bro. Aldersley, 
resigned. 

The Honorary Secretary reported 
that he had written to all the mem- 
bers of the Committee, asking contri* 
butions towards new fiirniture for the 
office, and that the following had 
replied :— W. S. AUen, M.P., £1 ; Dr. 
Aldom, 10s. ; E. C. Amphlett, 10s. ; 

A. Andrew, lOs. ; E. Benson, 20s. ; T. 
Boorman, 10s. ; W. Bowron, 10s. ; W. 

B. Carter, 10s. ; J. Carter, 21s. ; R.. 
Carter, 21s. ; T. Chamberlain, 2l8. ; T. 
Cole, 42s. ; R. Durley, 10s. ; T. M.. 
Harvey, 21s. ; B. Hardy, 10s. ; J. Har- 
ding, 5s. ; J. B. Ingle, 20s. ; W. Jame- 
son, 10s.; J. Milsom, 42s.; C. S. 
Madder, 20s. ; W. Mawer, 2s. 6d. ; J.. 
Nicholson, 10s. ; B. North, 20s. ; H. 
Pigg, 10s. ; W. W. Pocock, 20fl. ; S. P. 
Salmon, 10s. ; G. Sims, 58. ; J. Towne, 
10s.; T. Turtle, 20s.; H. Wright, 
10s. Total, £23 Os. 6d. 

After some discussion, it was agreed, 
to sanction the purchase of articles, 
painting, whitewashing, &c., amount- 
ing to £2S 9s. 

Bro. Johnson handed in a cheque 
for ^25 to the General Fund, for which. 
the thanks of the meeting were very 
cordially tendered to him. 

Bro. J. A. R., of R., aged 79, whose 
case stood over from last month, was 
voted 5s. per week in future. 

Bro. J. S., of W., aged 72, a Local 
Preacher 40 years, applied for help. 
He has a wife, aged 68, also eight 
children; these, having families of 
their own, cannot assist their parents. 
Our brother is a gardener ; he has been 
and is still suffering from asthma and 
bronchitis, and is in a very feeble 
state. 

It was resolved to give the brother 
5s. per week. 

Sister G., of B., aged 63, widow of a 
brother lately deceased, has no means 
of support ; her only son is a soldier. 

Half-a-crown weekly was voted to 
her. 



82 



MUTUAIi-UD AS800UXI0H RBFOBTBB. 



••• 
••• 
• •• 



• •• 

• •• 



• •• 
••• 

• •• 

• •• 



Iioightofh JBwtzdTcL ••• ••• ••• ••• ••• 

Faio&rtham — Mr. J. G. AnderBon, hm. £5 58 ; Mr. J. Cro- 
mer, hm. £1 1b (per the President) ; Mr. T. S. Berry, 
qly. 8b ; Mr. E. Clay, 2b 6d ; Mr. Croncher, 5b; Mr. J. 
Day, he. lOs ; Mr. B. Lancefield, 58 ; Mr. T. Lightfoot, 
4b ; Mr. T. M. Attwater, 12b ; Mr. G. Millgate, he. 10b 6d ; 
Mr. G. Moore, 28 6d; Mr. Newing, 58; MrB. Newing, 58; 
Mr. F. Shilling, 2b 6d; MrB. Swan, 58; Profit on Magazine, 
28 ; Sermons and Pablio Meeting, less expenses, £8 28 6d 
Iiet ••• >•■ *** ••• 

8t, To6$ ^ CoTwnoilX) **• •«• ••• 

Bradford^TSx, J. Drnmmond, hm. £1 Is 

HkCStOU -rs ... ••• .f. 

Ibrett of Dean^Mr, Burdess, 2s 6d; Mr. T. H. Deakin, 10s; 
Mr. T. W. Goold, 10s 

Newport (Mon.) — ^Mr. S. Harse, hm. £1 Is 

CHiniilo *•• ... ••• ••• ••• .• 

Spotldififf ••• •••• ••• ••• *•• ••• 

Southpi^rt «•• •*. ••• •*• .•• «•. 

3£<iTlboTOUffh ••• >•. ••• •• >*. 

Aervcastle-under-Lyne— 'Mr, W. S. Allen, hm. M.P. £1 Is; 
Mr. H. Farr, hm. £1 Is; Mr. J. MoEee, hm. £1 Is 

yottingham^Mrs. Gailey, ho. lOs ; Mr. G. S. Scales, hm. 
£2 28 ; Mrs. G. S. Scales, hm. £2 2a ... 

^Unohldy ••• ••• ••• ••• •» ••• 

Brachl^—IAT, W. Mansfield, bm. £1 Is ; Collected by Bro. 
Clarke, £1 Is ... ••• ••• ... ... 

oloo-fordt ••• ••• «•• ..• •>. ••. 

Brittol—J. H., 2s 6d for the Poor Old Hundred (per Bro. 
Maynard) ••• ••• ... f ••• ••• 

Spitalfidlds ••• ••• ... •*• .•• ••« 

jjvH ••• ... ... *•• ... ••• 

Wednsihwry ••• ••• ... ••• ••• •«> 

Sbughton-lB' Spring— Hir James Falshaw, hm. £1; Mr. S. 
Gibbon, he. 10s ; Mr. M. Stokoe, ho. lOs ; Collection at 
Colliery Bow, 3s 4d ; ditto Easington Lane, £1 Os 8d ; 
ditto Hettom, £1 188 6d. Less expenses. Is Id. Net ••• 

Durham 

Blyth ••• 

ThomUy 

Gateshead (Benaham Bead) 

Gateshead ... ••• 

Newoasile-on-Tyne 2nd 

Morpeth ... ..• 

Hexham 

South Shields — ^Mr. G. Snaith, hm. 2 qrs. IDs. 

Shotley Bridge 

Weymouth and Portland ^Mrs. Gill, he. 10s 

Pontyppol -Mr. B. Greenway, hm. £1 Is ; Mr. W. Walters, 
nm. Xf L IB... ••• ... ... ■•• ... 

Manchester — Mr. W. Bonllen, he. lOs; Oldham Street Local 
Preachers' Meeting, £ 1 lOs (per Bro. T. Hallam) ; Mr. A. 
J&088, nm. ^t X JB ... ••• ..• .•• ... 

Useeter Hall— Mr, N. B. Downing, hm. £1 Is ; Mr. T. G. 
Waterhouse, hm. £5 

Queen Street — Mr. A. B. Johnson, hm. £1 Is ; Ditto, dona- 
tion, £25; Mrs. Coad, Is; Pablio Meeting at King's 
Cross, net £4 ... ... .•• ••• 

Holfnfirth •.. ... ••• ••• •.! 

Halifax^MrB, Thorp, lOs (for the Old Brethren) 
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BALAAM'S PROPHECY. 
BY GEORGE SIMS. 

The following are the last of the oracles of Balaam, when he looked from 
the heights of Moah on the plain of the Jordan below, where he saw 
Israel abiding in tents, acoording to their tribes, as they were aboat 
crossing the riyer Jordan to begin their conqaest of Oanaan under the 
captain whose leadership and name make him at once the highest pro* 
phetic type of Jesus Christ, the Captain of our salvation. See Numbers 
xxi7. 15 — 25 : — 

" And he took up his parable, and said : Balaam the son of Beor 
hath said, and the man whose eyes are open hath said : he hath said, 
which heard the words of God, and knew the knowledge of the Most 
High, which saw the vision of the Almighty, falling into a trance, but 
haying his eyes open : I shall see Him, but not now : I shall behold Him, 
hat not nigh : there shall come a Star out of Jacob, and a Sceptre shall 
rise out of Israel, and shall smite the comers of Moab, and destroy all 
the children of Sheth. And Edom shall be a possession, Seir also shall 
he a possession for His enemies ; and Israel shall do valiantly. Out of 
Jacob shall come He that shall have dominion, and shall destroy him 
that remaineth of the city. And when he looked on Amalek, he took 
up his parable, and said, Amalek was the first of the nations ; but his 
latter end shall be that he perish for ever. And he looked on the 
Kenites, and took up his parable, and said. Strong is thy dwelling- 
place, and thou puttest thy nest in a rock. Nevertheless the Eenite shall 
he wasted, until Asshur shall carry thee away captive. And he took up 
his parable, and said, Alas, who shall live when God doeth this ! 
And ships shall come from the coast of Ghittim, and shall afflict Asshur, 
and shall afflict Eber, and he also shall perish for ever. And Balaam 
rose up, and went and returned to his place : and Balak also went his 
way." 

All beginnings are mysterious. They strike the mind, in some sort, 
as prophetic; for in them come forth to sight powers unseen before, 
whose common direction or first strife foretokens what will come after- 
ward ; and this, it may be, for a long duration. To the mere sense what 
is afterward seems the greater : but the prophetic interest that attaches 
to the beginning is past, and returns no more. 

In all life there are several beginnings, each of which is important. 
Thns, in the life of a man, there is one at his birth ; one when the child 
knows good from evil ; one when Satan shows to the young man tha 
kingdoms of the world : and so in the life of the Christian race there ara 
several beginnings. 

When Balaam looked out on the hosts of the Lord, it was at one of 
these. Hfuch of the world, as it then was, was there, and all the world's 
Fbbbuabt, 1880. D 
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hope was in those goodly tents of Jacob. " How goodly are thy tents, 
O Jacob, and thy tabernacles, O Israel I" The inyisible powers were 
there. It was one of the beginnings in the world-battle of the spirits of 
good and of evil, who contend over, and in, and for man. As snch, the 
oooasion was one to which there conld be no second. To comprehend it 
is to comprehend the trne significance of all history. 

In its *^ great and terrible wilderness " Arabia conspires against Israel. 
With the sensitiveness of the desert, feeling that spiritnal beings were on 
the side of Israel, and knowing that of snch are tbe moving^ determining 
powers of the world, it calls to its help other spiritual powers ; as now, 
in the greater and more terrible wilderness— the world — man, conspiring 
against Christ, invokes the help of Nature, suborns the voices of history, 
and seeks to join hands with spirits coming up from the infernal world. 
Again and again they constrain the baffled seer to try. Overmastered 
by superior influence, he is compelled to warn them, << There is no 
enchantment against Jacob, neither is there any divination against Israel ;" 
but they will not give it up : prefiguring the heart of man, persisting 
still in its unrelenting determination to wrest the intellect to the service 
of its evil desires. At last, therefore, with appropriateness to this 
beginning in the long and terrible war of the Church and the world, for 
the warning of them and of all who should come after them, and with a 
purpose, it may be, taking greatest effect in the world of spirits, there was 
made to pass within the vision of the prophet a kind of panorama of all 
time, and before him were then displayed the ensigns of a King whom all 
like him will see only when *^ the Son of Man shall come in His glory, 
and all the holy angels with Him, and before Him shall be gathered all 
nations." Hence it is that no doom-dealing oracle of Ezekiel, no imperial 
vision of Daniel, no prophecy opens with words giving so startling an 
idea of its grandeur as those, twice repeated, which go before the 
utterance of Balaam : <' He heard the words of God, knew the knowledge 
of the Most High, saw the vision of the ATmighty." 

The awe and terror of the sight wring from the very depths of his shudder- 
ing conscience these words — ^the same in spirit with those other words of his, 
*^ Let me die the death of the righteous " — ^those dread words of wail- 
ing : *^ I shall see Him, but not now ; I shall behold Him, but not nigh.*' 
Whatever may have been the true character of Balaam, he was permitted 
as a seer to look into the future, and foretell what should come to pass. 
*^ There shall come a Star out of Jacob, and a Sceptre shall rise out of 
Israel, and shall smite the corners of Moab, and destroy all the children 
of Sheth.'' Balaam saw not only Israel's prosperity, but the Messiah's 
kingdom and glory under the figure of a star and a sceptre ; and all His 
victories by His Gospel, and His judgments over the Gentile world. It is 
a common thing for prophecies to have a double meaning — the one 
present or near, the other remote. Thus, the man of God who came from 
Bethel gave Jeroboam a sign of the accomplishment of his prediction by 
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rending the altar and scattering the ashes, David, in this sense, was the 
star and the sceptre of Israel ; he yanqnished Moab, pat all the neigh- 
bonring nations to tribute, and extended his borders to the Enphratea. 
as God had promised. Bat the Lord Jesas Christ is the ererlasting 
light and glory of His Church ; He is '^ the root and offspring of Dayid, 
and the bright and morning star ;*' He is the Dayspring from on high 
which hath visited us, <' to give light to them that sit in darkness and in 
the shadow of death." 

Balaam has passed away, and his grave was forgotten thousands of 
years ago ; yet this real human cry puts the human soul on a par with 
his. Of the reality of what he saw nothing could be more convincing ; 
bat how he knew of One whom he could not see, this he could not telL 
The vision, over and above all time, cannot be set forth in time, nor the 
vision of all power in words of man. 

Hence it is that his utterances are not equal to the awful promise of 
the words that go before them. The £ur-opening vision suddenly con- 
tracts. From beyond the bounds of this world of time, the thoughts of 
Balaam instantly come back to Edom and Moab. This want of perspective, 
this seeming confounding of the far-off and the near, is the effect in time 
of a vision that was not under the law of time. Yet that which he saw. 
was in keeping with the far-determining import of the hour — can be made 
out even from his broken words ; though his utterances, like all his history, 
have contradictions for the understanding as well as truth for the reason* 
As he struggles clear of his personal feelings, in the group around 
gathering close to listen, he recognises haughty Amalek, chief of the 
swarthy tribes of the desert, and the Kenites, proud of their strongholds 
in the rock. ** And when he looked on Amalek, he took up his parable 
and said, Amalek was the first of the nations,"— >the beginning, or 
firstfruits, so called, either because they were the first of all the neigh- 
bouring nations which were embodied in one government, or because 
they were the first who fought against Israel, and were vanquished by 
them. But though they were the most ancient and powerful of the 
nations, yet, says Balaam, '< Their latter end shall be that they perish 
far ever" And where is the name or nation of Amalek to-day ? 
What history, what tradition of them is remaining anywhere? They 
have perished for ever. ** And he looked on the Kenites, and took up 
his parable, and said, Strong is thy dwelling-place, and thou puttest 
thy nest in a rock ; nevertheless, the Kenite shall be wasted, until Asshur 
shall carry thee away captive." Here utterance seems to fail him, for 
though his thought 

" Flashed over the futore, bidding men behold 

Their ohildren's children's doom, already brought 
Forth from the abyss of time that is to be, 

The chaos of events where lie half-wrought 
Shapes that must undergo mortality/' 

d2 
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he has no words that can describe the foreshadowed fatare of a nameless 
nation, probably tben onbom ; for we have no proof as to who these 
Eenites were. Catching at the hint in the onlj name that in other times 
oonld point to the track of his thonght, history fills ont the blank with 
desolations that, rising ont of the east, swept oyer Syria ; things that so 
tonched his inmost sonl, distracted between good and evil, that he cried 
ont, in words so mnch like all his personal utterances, ** Alas, who shall 
liye when God doeth this !" 

Still stmggling to set forth things that should come to pass, he employs 
language as best he could for the purpose : " And ships shall come from 
the coast of Chittim, and shall afflict Asshur (Assyria), and shall afflict 
Eber, and he shall also perish for ever." Long before the shore and 
gulf of Salamis had known the fight that in after years sent the world- 
subduing armies of Alexander into Asia, and long before the galleys of 
Bome had borne her legions to Syria, he foretells that from the shores of 
the great sea of the west will come those by whom the pride of the east 
and the race of Eber shall be humbled and destroyed. 

Beriewing the history and .character of Balaam, it may be asked. Why 
was this man qualified to speak as the best of saints, and as a prophet of 
the Lord ? Why was he enabled to draw religious characters and affec- 
tions to the life ? Why does he with gracious smiles lead the people to 
Pisgah, and there show them the promised land ? and why do the people 
all weep under the unction of his word ? The answer is, Because God 
still gives him light for the sake of His people. But after his fine 
speeches had escaped his lips, he had nothing left but his coyetousness, 
his pride, his yolnptuousness, and all the miseries of a hypocritical 
character. ^ And Balaam rose up, and went and returned to his place.*' 

Balaam, who was at first receiyed as a god, is now dismissed by Balak 
as a hypocrite. Preferment and additional rewards all lost. But he was 
neither forgotten nor unrewarded by God. Haying lingered in Midian 
till many of them fell by the sword, poor Balaam was numbered with the 
slain. The angel who appeared unto him by the way brandished not his 
sword in yain. He cried, '< I haye sinned ;" but his repentance yanished 
with the idea of danger. Like the disobedient prophet who was slain by 
a lion, he was not suffered to come to the sepulchre of his fathers. 
Surely, then, while we pray, " Let me die the death of the righteous,'' we 
haye no wish that our last end may be like that of Balaam. 



THE LACE TRADE OP NOTTINaHAM. 

( Concluded from page 6 .) 
Tub writer can recollect a time when lace net was sold from the machine, 
unbleached and undressed, at the rate of a penny an inch per rack 
(averaging a third of a yard in length), for eyery inch in width. A web 
of sixty inches wide was 5s. per rack, making about 15s. per yard in 
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length and sixty inches in width. That was a mach lower price than 
it had been some years preyioaslj. The price was not long maintained, 
howeyer, at that rate, except nominally. A system of discounts was 
Introdaced. Brown nets were sold at a discount of 10 perjcent., then 
12^, 15, 20, 25, and so on, until 75 per cent, was reached, and discounts 
at length had to be abandoned. 

Mr. Felkin mentions one class of warp machines that produced fifty 
square yards of blonde net per week in 1830, worked by hand ; adding 
that in 1851 a machine for manufacturing the same article by power, was 
placed in the Great Exhibition, which, << if worked twelve hoars a day, 
would produce 1,200 square yards in a week.'' In 1814, a twenty-four 
rack piece of bobbin net sold for £17. In 1834 its worth was seren 
shillings (p. 214). 

For nine and a-half years tl^ writer of this was employed in the 
prodactiye department of the lace trade. He then became a salesman. 
He sold plain Y* bobbin net at a guinea a yard, and sprigged at a guinea 
and a-half. Plain quilling of an inch and a-quarter broad was eighteen 
pence a yard. Its present value is from a halfpenny to three farthings ; 
and the Y4 net about fivepence or sixpence a yard. It might be supposed 
that money was as good as minted by the lace trade ; and indeed so it 
was for a while, on a small scale. But the rapid improvements made in 
the machinery, and the multiplication of machines, had often the effect 
of rendering the old machinery valueless, and sometimes worse than 
valueless ; as it became a dead weight in the hands of its owners, and in 
many cases a loss instead of a gain. Many speculators in machines were 
ruined. What had seemed to be a handsome property became a wreck. 
Such was the change in value that many a machine for which five hundred 
pounds or more had been paid, came to be sold as old metal and wood 
for a five-pound note ! 

Mr. Felkin, in detailing various improvements made in lace machinery, 
gives in pp. 347-8 the following information : — «* The pearl (or purl) on 
the edge of machine-made laces had been stitched on by the needle with 
great care and expense, until about 1827 or 1828, when Marmaduke 
Miller, of New Basford, produced a good imitation of cushion-made pearl 
upon narrow edgings. This was the first instance of success in regard to 
this important and difficult, though at first sight, seemingly minor part 
of a breadth of narrow lace. This was effected by him on the pusher 
machine, and having a bullet-hole on the edge of it, required the finish of 
a thick thread with the needle. Its introduction to the trade required 
^me time and effort, but was brought about by Mr. W. B. Carter, and 
the demand soon became general.*' 

New Basford is a manufacturing village, situate upon what was formerly 
a part of the Forest of Sherwood, at the distance of about two miles from 
Nottingham. It has sprung up since the commencement of the present 
century. In the year 1824 a member of the Wesleyan Society who 
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6 rided there, opened his hoiue for preaching. Soon ftftenrards a small 
chapel was bnilt there, and in the coarse of a few years was enlarged. A. 
flonrishing Society was raised, of which the families of the Millers were 
actire meiqbens. Marmadoke was the name of the patriarch, the one- 
mentioned above being his son, and nncle to the Rer. Marmadoke Miller^ 
who has served the United Methodist Free Chnrches with so mnch 
efficiency and acceptance. All the family at that time were Wesleyans, 
but were lost to the parent body, with many other members, through the 
unwise action taken at the time by circuit officials daring the Warrenito 
sgitation. Hie writer preached in the private house at New Basford on 
the 26th of December, 1824 ; and on the 3rd of September, 1826, in tho 
new chapel. In 1828 he had two appointments there, the last being on 
the 28th of December, the previous one on the 13th of October. On ono 
of these occasions, probably the former, jifter evening service he partook 
of refreshment at the house of the aged couple, Mr. and Mrs. Miller,, 
senior. Let him change the third person for the first, without being 
branded as an egotist. 

I had taken|'an umbrella from home, and left it, through forgetfulness, 
at the house of my host. It had been sent by some friend to the town, 
but had not be^n brought to me. I walked over, therefore, in the course 
of the week, to inquire for it, and then obtained possession. A piece of 
the article mentioned by Mr. Felkin was then in the house » in the brown,, 
just as it left the machine. Mrs. Miller proposed to her husband to show 
it to me. His reply was, as I afterwards learnt, << Oh, it*s no use showing 
it to him." Her persistent rejoinder was, '^ I tell you I'll show it to him."^ 
She did so. I was struck with its appearance. We talked a while about 
it. Only one machine was on with it. They told me they had sold some 
of it to warehouses in the town, but none of them had been able to make 
anything out with it in the trade. I saw at once that it was precisely 
what was needed to fill a gap that had not yet been filled in the trade, 
and to meet a want that had not yet been met ; but it required ornamental 
needlework to make it marketable ; and no one seemed to have been alive 
to the want. The only question in my mind was, whether it could be 
finished with the needle at a price that would be within the mark for 
ready sale. 

My trade was with country shopkeepers. I agreed to buy a few pieces, 
on condition of having all that would be produced, if I could succeed in 
working it into the market. The promise was made, and I threw all the 
energy I coald into the undertaking. I got the needlework done as 
speedily as possible, and when the article was properly finished, offered it 
to my own customers, most of whom gave it a trial, and found it accept- 
able to their lady-customers. A second machine was prepared for the 
work, and then a third ; much time being occapied in the preparation. 
Our progress, therefore, was slow. Several widths were produced, from 
the third of an inch to an inch and a-quarter ; and a variety of patterns,. 
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all distingiiisbed by simplicity, were wroaght upon them with the needle. 
They were of firm texture, capable of being washed and got np as easily 
as cnshion lace, and almost as often. A demand for them, therefore, was 
soon created, and, for a while, it greatly increased. 

Having a strong desire to give np the country trade, so that I might 
not be under the necessity of continuing to travel, I tried to form a 
connection with two first-class London houses, whose buyers came regu- 
larly down to Nottingham to make purchases. For this purpose, as soon 
as I bad a sufficient stock, I sent up an assorted box of edgings to each. 
To my surprise and discouragement, they were all returned to me — '' not 
wanted." The only result to myself was that I was minus the cost of 
carriage, both ways, in both cases. All that I could do, under the circum- 
stances, was to cultivate my country trade more assiduously than ever, 
and get my own customers to buy what I felt confident would sell, and 
would give satisfaction to all buyers. 

In process of time, shopkeepers in the country began to inquire for the 
article of travellers from the London houses. Patterns were obtained by 
the travellers, and sent up to head-quarters. Bayers from the houses 
that had returned my goods as " not wanted," came to me with my 
patterns, wanting the article. Thus began my trade with London ; and 
as soon as I was able to wind up my country trade I did so, and became 
known as the manufacturer of the new edgings with fast purls. Fisher's 
in Watling Street, Smith and Cole's (afterwards Cole and Son), Old 
Change, Morrison's in Fore Street, and Groucock and Copestake, in 
Bow Churchyard, were my principal customers in London. Afterwards, 
Ferrier, Pollock, and Co., of Dublin, J. and D. Lindsay, of Belfast, and 
other wholesale houses in Cork, Limerick, Glasgow, Edinburgh, and some 
other places, discovered the manufacturer of the edgings, and became 
customers. 

With the growing demand there came the abundant supply from other 
quarters. Several kinds of machines were put on with fast-purled 
edgings, none of them so firm in structure as those made from the pusher 
machine, but some of them haying a prettier purl-head than that invented 
by M. Miller, as well as a prettier mesh. That was not all. They were 
made from machines of much more speed, and. could consequently be pro- 
duced at a lower price. As the supply increased, the cost diminished, 
and that reduced the value of Miller's nets and machinery, and of my 
stock. 

Broader widths of lace were now produced with open work in various 
forms, and a fast purl. This branch was added to my edging trade, 
togethjer with insertions. Improvements in the machinery went on per- 
petually until edgings and laces were produced complete, without the aid 
of needlework ; and thus, by little and little, strangled my trade. The 
net cost of my stock, finished and unfinished, and out among the 
^* runners '' all over the county and parts of adjacent counties, was over 
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£12,000. Several competitors had sprung up in the trade, some of 
whom did not scruple to copy mj patterns, and make the article of 
slacker or coarser quality in order to undersell me, and then waylaid 
buyers on their way to my warehouse, and besieged them at their hotels. 
Then the progress of invention was a fact that I was aware of to a very 
partial extent. I knew that nothing so intrinsically good as the articles 
I had could be produced by the machine alone, although what it could 
produce had a remarkably good appearance. I was like a man groping 
in the dark, and had nothing to lay hold upon but that text of Isaiah, 
'< I will lead the blind by a way that they know not," &o, I found my 
trade slipping away every week faster and faster. I had to dismiss work- 
people in the country and young women in my warehouse until my heart 
was sick and faint, and until the last hand was gone. For ten weary 
years I struggled with a falling trade, until I felt I must either give up 
the struggle or die under it. 

For a few years my stock diminished by a little, until week after week 
passed at last without a single sale being effected. I parted with some 
parcels to commission houses in London, and was swindled. Expenses 
were running on ; stock was perpetually diminishing in value, and when 
a small quantity was sold it was at considerable loss. The upshot was, 
that a clearance was made of stock that had cost several thousands of 
pounds, at an enormous loss ; some of it at a third, some at a fourth, and 
some at a fifth of the original cost some eight or ten years previously. 
The loss of interest upon dead stock for ten years, the constant depre- 
ciation in the value of the stock, and the eventual sacrifice in getting rid 
of what remained, together with some bad debts and loss by swindlers, 
made a total loss of fully ten thousand pounds. Had the business been 
carried on with borrowed capital, inevitable ruin would have resulted. 
The case being otherwise, I made the best I could of the wreck, gave up 
business altogether, and made such investments as seemed likely to be 
safe, and to yield a moderate return. 

Why did I not go into some other branch of the trade ? Several 
answers may be given to that question. First, and chief, is this : I un- 
derstood no other. I was master of my own branch, but could not 
manage another satisfactorily. As for embarking in machinery, as I 
had no practical acquaintance with it, I dare not throw myself upon 
mechanics and workmen, by whom some speculators had been ruined. 
Moreover, competition had become so keen, that trickery and fraud found 
an entrance into the trade. A buyer once denounced a certain firm as 
'^ thieves,'^ in speaking to me about them. I saw no chance for success 
in any department that I could take. 

Thirty years have passed since I gave up. In that time there have 
been fortunes made and lost, fortunes sunk, and fortunes made safe. 
Some men have '^ gone to the dogs." Some few have reached to the top 
of the hill in middle-class life. Many remain about stationary. All who 
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were mj competitors and riyals are gone into eternity ; some of them 
long ago. These thirty years have been given wholly to spiritual work, 
in preaching the Gospel, leading a small class, helping Sanday-schools, 
serying the Evangelical Alliance, reading and writing for the Local 
Preachers' Association, and visiting the sick and the dying, and aged 
invalids. 8ome great sorrows I have had, and seventeen and a-half years 
of physical suffering from an incurable ailment ; but these thirty years, 
nevertheless, have been the happiest period of my life. 

This paper has been written in compliance with the wish of the pub- 
lisher of our Magazine, to whom some of the astounding facts in the 
history of the lace trade were mentioned, as were some of my own ex- 
periences in the trade. Somewhat similar vicissitudes have no doubt 
been experienced in other manufactures and other branches of industry ; 
but none so extreme, probably, in any. Many families have I known that 
have flourished and lived in affluence for a while, and afterwards sunk 
into poverty. No such fortunes have been made by any in the Notting- 
ham lace trade^as in the manufactures of such places as Sheffield, Leeds, 
Bradford, Manchester, Birmingham, and some other towns, where large 
properties have been acquired, and an aristocratic position attained by 
their owners. 

Nottingham is five or six times the size that it was seventy years ago, 
and has more than quadrupled its population. Its buildings, too, both 
private and public, are immensely improved. Its culture is equal to that 
of any town of similar size, and in matters of taste it is second to none : 
but its money-power is comparatively small. Its future, perhaps, may be 
brighter than its past ; but its progress depends so much upon taste and 
fashion, that it is sure to be subject to greater fluctuations than most 
other manufacturing towns. In mechanical genius and invention it is 
wiequalled. Let us hope that those endowments will prove equal to all 
future emergencies, and that fewer reverses will be experienced in the 
future than have been in the past. 

Meantime, the members and ministers of Christian Churches ought to 
^7 more earnestly to heart than they commonly do such inspired precepts 
*s that given in Col. iii. 2 : " Set your aflfection on things above, not on 
things on the earth ; " and that in 1 John ii. 15 : ** Love not the world, 
neither the things that are in the world.'* The beloved and loving John 
adds, "If any man love the world, the love of the Father is not in him." 

Great homage is paid to men of wealth, and to men who are thought 
to be making money, especially if they are liberal in giving. Is not this, 
ui many cases, a rendering of homage to wealth ? Would it be rendered 
to moral worth alone, minus the money ? There is a snare here against 
which we cannot be too much on our guard. ** Freely ye have received ; 
freely give,'* is a divine injunction, applicable to money as well as to 
talents ; but neither these nor that should be unduly honoured. Nor 
'nay we trust in " uncertain riches, but in the living God." 
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A FEW THOUGHTS ON SABBATH-SCHOOL TEACHING* 

Oond%tded from page 11. 

Oarbpul, prayerfttl preparation is a most important element to our 
Buccess. Oar teaching means fighting : fighting with all the powers of 
darkness— with sinful natures, with eyil, and in some cases, confirmed 
habits. To go to war unready, unprepared, means defeat, disgrace^ 
ruin. As sure as the soldier-oflScer must learn his drill, the use of his 
weapons, the art of drawing plans, and of executing rapid and skilful 
manoeuvres, so sure must the Christian teacher be skilfal and thoroughly 
prepared for his work. In our preparations, let us remember, " the 
weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty through God to the 
pulling down of strongholds ; " and the strongholds must fall if these 
weapons be rightly used. 

The best preparation is made in the closet and study. Earnest 
pleading with God for each child by name, as well as for the baptism of 
fire upon ourselves, brings down the holy unction that will make our 
presence felt. Montgomery's immortal hymn has been so often sung by 
us, and the mighty power of prayer in those who have gone before is so 
well known, that we only press the thought that none of us has yet 
learnt the power of prayer unless the habit has been acquired of pleading 
for others in greater anxiety, if possible, than for self. Oh, for the 
pleading power such as Moses possessed, when he could cry, " Blot me^ 
I pray Thee, out of Thy book," rather than the people should be lost \ 
or of Abraham, when he wrestled for the cities of the plain ; of Paul, 
who could " wish hunself accursed for his brethren's sake." Oh, for the 
spirit of our Master, whose ardent love for souls led Him, even in the 
agonies of death, to pray for those who had crucified Him I If we want 
the children converted, we shall have to pray more for them, even if we 
have to pray less for ourselves. 

Let the Bible, especially the New Testament, be your study. Use 
anything else, either in books or men or nature, that you can get to bear 
upon its teaching, so as to enable you to understand it, and illustrate or 
explain it to others. Read it ; study it by some method or plan, the best 
you can get ; for as no science can exist without method, so no study is 
worth the name that is not founded upon some distinct method. 

Apply the lesson you are about to teach closely to yourself. Whitefield 
used to say, " He was never fit to preach to other people until he had 
preached every bit of his sermon to George Whitefield." Thus, if wo 
make the truths of the Bible practical to ourselves, we shall be able to 
explain and enforce them upon the children. We require to know and 
to feel more about the lesson than we can well explain in words. Wo 
need to he full. A learned professor once said, " There are no exhausted 
receivers, but there are exhausted givers ; " and if we are exhausted 
before the class, the young people will assuredly be quick enough to 
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peroeiye it. Let ns be full, and not saperficial. We need be always 
getting fresh knowledge. Stale lessons are as bad as stale food or 
stagnant water. Some one asked Dr. Arnold, when head master of 
Bngby (a man, perhaps, more beloved by his pupils than any man who 
erer lived), why he continued to study for his pupils, as though he should 
not have enough to give them. '' It is not that," he replied, '' but 
because I prefer that they should be supplied from a running stream^ 
instead of a stagnant pool." Oh, may Gkxl save us from ever beooming 
stagnant ; but rather cause us to drink of that living water, which shall 
be *' in us, a weU of water, springing up into everlasting life.*' 

The Psalmist says, '' They that sow in tears shall reap in joy. He 
that'goeth forth weeping, bearing precious seed, shall doubtless come 
again with rejoicing, bringing his sheaves with him." Whether we sow 
in tears or not, one thing we must do-^soti; in love. We must teach with 
love in the eyes, love in the head, love in the voice. " How is it your 
shmbs always look so well ? " asked one of a gardener. ^* Oh," replied 
he, "it is very simple; we plant them with love, and treat them with 
love ; " and the gentleman in whose service the gardener was, told the 
writer that the man used to be as careful in making the hole or bed for 
the plant as though he were making a bed for a babe ; and all his care 
and treatment afterwards was of the gentlest kind. So, dear fellow 
labourers, let love guide our hands, mould our hearts, control our lips ; 
and the immortal plants, thus nurtured, will grow up loving and loveable. 
Alas I it is so easy to make things awkward and crooked. A child was 
once asked why a certain tree grew crooked. He replied, *' I suppose 
somebody stepped on it when it was a little fellow." Oh, how many of 
our little fellows do get stepped on, crushed and wounded in spirit, and 
become crooked and dwarfed for life. The Lord help us to plant in 
love I 

To visit our scholars at their homes is perhaps one of the surest ways 
or means to become familiar with them. This will bring us into more 
direct contact with each individual scholar. Let us remember, the more 
we gain their confidence, the more influence we shall have over them; 
and unless we can exercise considerable influence we shall do them but 
little good. By private conversation we shall have the opportunity of 
learning more fully their spiritual state ; and, like the medical man, who> 
gains all possible information from his patient ere he prescribes for hin^, 
so, when we are fully informed as to our dear scholars' ideas, thonghtSy. 
and feelings, on the all-important question of their eternal interests, we- 
shall be the better able to meet their wants, and prescribe for their 
advantage. 

Undoubtedly, the great object is the conversion of the scholars ; and we 
fully believe that private conversation will materially aid us in pressing 
home the lessons of the class, leading to deeper thought , and hasten their 
decision for Christ. It seems to us our work is of much too desultory. 
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too indirect a character : we want more point, more parpose. Dr. Parker 
once said in oar hearing, '' Some men are destractiyely energetic in aiming 
at nothing, and hitting it." Sach mast not be oar mode : we need the 
energy, bat we mast have some special point at which we aim. More 
than that ; we mast not only aim at something, bat must kit it ; and we 
shall hit more sarely when in close proximity to oar object. Another 
thoaght will help as to see the yalae of private conversation. It is more 
than probable that not two of the scholars in a class will be of the same 
temperament, of the same age, or possess the same or eqaal capability to 
receive instraction. The carrying oat of this practice will enable as to 
overcome this difficulty. We shall become acquainted with the character 
and disposition of each, and be able especially to adapt oar remarlis to 
meet each case. Persons as a rale are not the same when from home, as 
nt home. This remark applies, doabtless, more to adalts, when the sim- 
plicity of childhood has passed away ; bat even children will be ander 
more restraint at school than at home ; so that the home visit will reveal 
to as their characters, even without much seeking on oar part, and imper- 
ceptibly to themselves. 

If we are to introduce Christ to others, we ourselves must be on 
intimate terms with Him. We must know Him, be with Him, be 
accustomed to speak to ,Him, if we would speak of Him. Peter writes 
with authority, as one who had been an eye-witness of Christ's Majesty. 
€an we speak with authority ? Are we walking with Him, listening to 
His voice, conscious of His presence, feeling the touch of His mighty bal 
loving hand 7 << The secret of the Lord is with them that fear Him, and 
He will show them His covenant." Are we in covenant with Him? 
Does He make known His secret to us ? '^ If any man will do His will 
he shall know of the doctrine." The world knoweth Him not ; bat do 
we know Him ? Do we feel upon oar foreheads the warm breath from 
His loving lips as He whispers of that loye ? A mother, seeing her child 
playing upon the edge of a precipice, and fearing to call out lest by a 
Budden movement it should fall over, knelt down, and opening her dress, 
with extended arms she displayed her bosom. The child saw, ran into 
those arms, and was safe. So our Father shows us His heart, all 
tenderness and love — does it woo us and win as ? If so, we shall live 
near Him ; we shall rest on the bosom of our God ; we shall know of His 
secrets, we shall be able to make known that love to others. Then our 
words shall be as fire kindled at the sacred altar ; our scholars will 
recognise our mission ; and in their solvation our Master and Bedeemer 
will " see of the travail of His soul and be satisfied." 

G. C. Amfhlbtt. 
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MEMOIB OF MR. THOMAS MOOK, 

Of the United Methodist Free Churches^ Newport^ Monmouthshire. 

Thomas Mook was bom at Bideford, Deyonshire, on January 6th, 1807. 
His parents attended the Episcopal Oharch, and sent their son to the 
Snnday-school belonging to it. He was a lad of strong constitation and 
robast health, more fond of pleasure than of study. At various times 
he was the subject of serious religious impressions ; but grew up to man- 
hood ignorant of the yalue and blessedness of spiritual life. The good 
he received from his tuition and training was manifested in his preserva- 
tion from the bad habits he would otherwise have formed, and from vices 
to which he was exposed. 

At the age of twenty-four years he removed to Newport, Monmouth- 
shire, and obtained work in one of the dockyards. He had not been here 
many days before one of his fellow-workmen invited him to go to the 
Wesleyan diapel. He went, and found himself for the first time in a 
Nonconformist place of worship. The earnest appeals he listened to 
roused him to such a state of mind as he had never before experienced, 
and his conscience became very uneasy. He now began to review his 
past life, and to compare what it was with what it should have been. 
Deep conviction of sin was followed by a spirit of penitence ; sin was 
given up, submission made to God, and forgiveness sought in the name 
of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. This was followed by pardoning 
love shed abroad in his heart, and a blessed sense of peace with Qod. 
When speaking to him about his conversion, he said, <' I was so very 
anxious to be saved, I did not need, nor did I w»it for, an invitation to 
attend the prayer-meeting and the class-meeting." 

He now began to work in the Sunday-school as a teacher of the young, 
and found great delight in supporting the truth he taught by a description 
of his own experience of the blessedness of religion. Many good impres- 
sions were made upon the minds of the children, and he himself derived 
spiritual good by this work. He was casting the seed of truth into the 
ground of the children's minds and hearts, and in many cases the seed 
rooted and brought forth good fruit. 

He was thus engaged from 1881 to 1849. In the latter year he was 
dismissed from the Wesleyan Society by the ^' travelling preachers "^ 
withholding his ticket of membership on the ground of sympathy with 
the *' expelled travelling preachers." Immediately afterwards he opened 
his house for public worship, and invited those members who had been 
expelled to worship there until better accommodation could be secured. 
This was soon done, and our present chapel engaged, though but then 
half its present size. The services were commenced without any special 
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publication, and the building was found in a few weeks to be much too 
flmall to accommodate those who were disposed to worship with them. 

Mr. Mock, assisted bj others, commenced a Sonday-sohooL He also 
began to preach occasionally. After some experience in this sphere of 
Christian labour he became an accredited local preacher. He had not 
receiyed any special education in his youth, nor had he any opportunity 
of making much improYement in knowledge in the early years of 
manhood. 

There was no speciality about his mind ; nothing which made him to 
differ to any appreciable extent from his brethren. He had no special 
mental gift nor special culture ; he belonged to the *' rank and file " of 
Methodist local preachers. His pulpit ministrations were not learned 
and brilliant, but plain and simple. His hearers never thought about 
the manner of delirery more than of the subject of his preaching. Hia 
way of stating the GK>spel was so appropriate that they nerer were under 
any temptation to forget it or OTcrlook it, because of any peculiarity of 
manner wholly absorbing their attention. Hearers are sometimes so 
Absorbed with pulpit mannerisms in act and speech, that very little atten- 
tion is or can be giren to the message deliyered ; they think about the 
preacher only whilst he is preaching, and after the service is oyer he is 
the only object of their thoughts. Ohrist is missed, or at best, finds only 
a ^second place. This was not a fault of Mr. Mock. His sermons were 
not intellectual, not a display of mental snbtilty, far-reaching perception 
and analytic or synthetic power; but experimental and practical. Some 
preachers please far more than they profit their hearers ; but he profited 
them ; and the pleasure they had arose out of the consciousness of haying 
receiyed some spiritual good. Like Gideon Ouseley, he knew the 
'* disease " of human nature ; and he also knew the '' cure,** and he 
preached accordingly. 

He was yery attentive to duty, and often went to preach in the country 
when, on account of the severity of the weather, he was not expected by 
Ills congregation. If health permitted he would always take his appoint- 
ments, and the people were always glad to see him. 

By conversation with those who have recovered from sickness, and with 
those families who have loved ones gone before to the heavenly home, I 
have been surprised to find how often he visited the sick. I have never 
before met with any person who has done so much work of this kind in 
-our churches, and who has done it so well. I find his memory is highly 
respected for his consistent life, and plain useful preaching; but the 
respect is unbounded for his frequent and useful visiting. Being by 
natural constitution and disposition very sympathetic and tender-heartedi 
and having had a diversified experience of the j<^ and sorrows of life, 
with a fair cultivation of Christian graces, he was well qualified for the 
work. This was his speciality ; here he excelled ; he was a great and 
49ucce6sful consoler of sick and suffering Christians. 
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Daring his last illness his bodily pain was moderate. Considering 
that the disease was partial paralysis of the brain, he was yery patient, 
generally cheerful, and while able he freely conrersed abont spiritual 
things, his own experience of God's grace, and the bright prospect of 
future glory in heayen. He died on Sunday, the 9th of Noyember, 1879. 
He liyed well by the grace of God, and therefore he died well. He has 
^< fought a good fight," he has ** finished his course and kept the faith." 
He is now enjoying that blessed and holy life in the spirit-world, with 
^ the spirits of the just made perfect." Such is the conyiction and hope 
of those who knew him best. 

His death was improyed by the writer on Sunday eyening, Noyember 
^Srd, in Hill Street Chapel ; and at Catsash, on the dOth, by Mr. G. T. 
Fox. Many friends from other churches were present at these seryices 
to manifest their respect for our deceased friend. 



Newport, Hon. 
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HOW SHE CONQUEBED HIM. 
After having been married some 
weeks, it came into the head of a 
young husband one Sunday, when he 
had but little to occupy his mind, to 
fiuggest to his wife that they should 
plainly and honestly state the faults 
which each had discovered in the 
other since they had been man and 
wife. After some hesitation the wife 
agreed to the proposition, but stipu- 
lated that the rehearsal should be 
made in all sincerity, and with an 
honest view to the bettering of each 
otiier, as otherwise it would be of no 
use to speak of the faults to which 
marriage had opened their eyes. The 
husband was of the same mind, and 
his wife asked him to begin with her 
faults. He was somewhat reluctant, 
but his wife insisted that he was the 
first to propose the matter, and as he 
was at the head of the house it was 
•his place to take the lead. Thus 
urged, he began the recital, he said : — 

** My dear, one of Uie first faults I 
•observed in yon after we began keeping 
house was that you a good deal neg- 
lected the tinwfiure. You didn't keep 
it scoured as bright as it should be. 
My mother always took great pride in 



her tinware, and kept it as bright aa 
a new sixpence." 

«I am glad that you have men- 
tioned it, dear," said the wife, 
blushing a little; "hereafter yon 
shall see no speck on cup or pan. 
Pray proceed." 

" I have often observed," said the 
husband, " that you use your dish- 
rags a long time without washing 
them, and then finally throw them 
away. Now, when at home, I re- 
member that my mother always used 
to wash out her dish-rags when she 
was done using them, and then hang 
them up where they would dry, ready 
for the next time she would need 
them." 

Blushing as before, the young wife 
promised to amend this fault. The 
husband continued with a mostfdr- 
midable list of similar faults, many 
more than we have space to eniune- 
rate, when he declared that he could 
think of nothing worthy of mention. 
''Now," said he, "my dear, yon 
begin and tell me all the faults you 
have observed in me sinoe we have 
been married." 

The young housewife sat in silence ; 
her face flushed to the temples, and a 
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great lump oame in her throat which 
Bhe seemed to be Btriying hard to 
swallow. 

"Prooeedy my dear; tell all the 
&altB you have observed in me, 
sparing none." 

Arising suddenly from her seat, the 
little wife burst into tears, and throw- 
ing both arms around her husband's 
neck, cried:— ** My dear husband, 
you have not a fault in the world. If 
you have even one, my eyes have 
been so blinded by my love for you 
that as long as we have been married 
I have never once observed it. In 
my eyes you are perfect, and all that 
you do seems to me to be done in the 
best manner, and just what should be 
done." 

** But, my dear," said the husband, 
his fiEice reddening, and his voice 
growing husky witn emotion, " just 
think; I have gone and found all 
manner of fault with you. Now do 
tell me some of my faults ; I know 
I have many — ten times as many as 
you ever had or ever will have. Let 
me hear them.'* 

" Indeed, husband, it is as I tell 
you ; you have not a single fault that 
I can see. Whatever you do seems 
right in my eyes; and now that I 
know what a good-for-nothing wretch 
I am, I shall begin at once the work 
of reform, and try to make myself 
more worthy of you." 

" Nonsense, my dear, you know 
sometimes I go away in the morning 
and leave you, without rendering any 
help; I stay away in the evenings 
when I ought to be at home ; I 
spend my money for drinks and cigars, 
when I ought to bring it home to you ; 
I " 

"No you don't," cried the wife; 
** you do nothing of the kind. I like 
to see you enjoy yourself ; I should be 
unhappy were you to do otherwise 
than just exactly as you do !" 

** God bless you, little wife !" cried 
the thorougUy subjugated husband ; 
" From this moment you have not a 
fault in the world! Indeed you 
never had a fault ; I was but joking 
— ^on't remember a word I said!" 
and he kissed away the tears that 
BtUl trembled in the little woman's 



ttmse the tinware or examine the 
dish-rags — ^never so much as mention 
one of the faults he had enumerated ; 
but soon after the neighbour women 
were won't to say : " It is wonderful 

how neat Mrs. keeps everything 

about her house. Her tinware is 
always as bright as a new shilling ; 
and I do believe she not only washes 
but even irons her dish-rags !" And 
the neighbour men were heard to say : 

— ** What a steady fellow M has 

got to be of late ; he don't spend a 
penny where he used to spend a 
crown, and can never be kept from 
home half-an-hour when he is not at 
work. He seems almost to worship 
that wife of his." — Methodist Tern* 
peranee Magazine. 
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Never again did the husband aora* 



Wx have not seen a statement as to the 
especial object of Mr. Kilner's visit to 
South Africa ; but occurring so soon 
after the visit of the late Mr. Perks, 
there is no doubt some particular rea- 
son which calls for it. On looking over 
the Missionary Report for 1B79, we ob- 
serve that the actual cost of the South 
African Missions, including Natal, 
and after deducting the Colonial con- 
tributions, was £20,850 lis. lOd. 
This appears to be a large sum to 
expend on churches so well able to 
assist themselves. We do not know 
the value of imports and exports as 
to Natal, but for the Gape Colony, 
for the quarter ending September 
20th, the exports were ^1,042,047 
and the imports ^1,797,815. 

The American Consul, writing from 
Sheffield to the Seientifio Amerioan, 
describes the habits of the working 
men in that -town : — " Many a man 
who can easily earn from fifty to 
eighty shillings per week, will be satis- 
fied with earning half that sum, or 
just enough to provide him with his 
food, beer, and sporting, allowing his 
wife but a mere pittance of his wages 
for herself and children. There 
would be but little destitution among 
the working people, but for their 
drinking habits. Any one walking 
these streets, will see at once where 
the earnings of the working men go 



PASSINQ BTSNTS. 



49 



to, and in many oases the earnings of 
the working women also." From 
this and other reports, the Soientifio 
American warns English working- 
men, '* that a nation with a lahour 
population given to drink and strikes, 
no matter how favonrable other aus- 
pices may be, cannot continue to 
compete saccessfully in the markets 
of the world with those countries 
whose working classes are temperate, 
industrious, and thrifty.*' 

The late attempt on the life of the 
Czar of Russia will rank among the 
most dastardly events of the kind on 
record— the blowing up of a raUway 
train being so heartlessly reckless. 
Notwithstanding all that may be 
said to the contrary, oppression is 
evidently felt in Kussia. The iron 
hand of despotism may for a time 
keep the spirit of liberty in check ; 
but eventually, freedom must be con- 
ceded to the oppressed. 

According to the Times^ the popula- 
tion of the globe may be roughly 
assamed at 1,421,000,000 — Europe 
809,000,000, Asia 824,000,000, Africa 
199,000,000, Oceania 4,000,000, 
America 85,000,000. 97,790 persons 
are estimated to die each day ; but 
the balance of population is more 
than kept up by births at the rate of 
104,800 per day. Seventy new lives 
are ushered in every minute of the 
twenty-four hours. 

Mb. Gladstone's late political tour 
in Scotland is one of the most remark- 
able incidents of the kind on record. 
To say nothing of his other labours, 
he delivered in one week four 
speeches, each occupying six columns 
of the Times, His words on the 
subject of peace are indeed calculated 
to have a useful tendency : " I am not 
here as one of those who have even 
professed to believe that the state 
which our society has reached per- 
mits us to make a vow of universal 
peace, and to renounce upon all cases 
the alternative of war; but I am 
here to say that a long experience of 
life leads me, not towards any ab- 
stract doctrine upon the subject, but 
to a deeper and deeper conviction of 
the enormous mischief of war, even 
in the best and most favourable cir- 
cumstances, and of the mischief, in- 



describable and unredeemable, of 
causeless and unnecessary war." 

Mr. Walter, M.P., has been deliver- 
ing a lecture to the Church Homileti- 
cal Society, on ''Beading and Preach- 
ing." He said, " Among a large 
proportion of the youngest clergy, 
the art of reading, as distinguished 
from the mere repetition of words, is 
unknown. It seems strange that 
good readiog should be the exception 
instead of the rule, and that so little 
pains should be taken to cultivate so 
powerful an instrument of religious 
instruction. Perhaps the simplest 
explanation of the phenomenon, that 
good reading is so rare an accomplish- 
ment even among the clergy, is to 
be found in the fact, that it is not 
considered worth their while to aim 
at it." Among many sensible re- 
marks on preaching, Mr. Walter 
said, '* The object of a preacher 
should be to rivet the attention of his 
hearers. To effect this, his manner 
must be impressive, serious, and 
earnest; it must carry with it the 
evidence of his own sincerity, and 
must proceed out of the fulness of his 
heart. The secret of good preaching 
must be learnt on the knees.*' 

It will be supposed that we are inte- 
rested in the return of an Ex-president 
of the Local Preachers' Association 
as Member of Parliament for Shef- 
field. We had a fear that Mr. Waddy 
might be giving up a certainty for an 
uncertainty; but now that he has 
succeeded in gaining a seat represent- 
ing one of the most important con- 
stituencies in the kingdom, he is to be 
congratulated as carrying greater 
influence into the House of Commons 
than he was likely to do as member 
for Barnstaple. His outspoken senti- 
ments on such matters as the liquor 
traffic and disestablishment, are well 
known; and that he should be re- 
turned in opposition to a combination 
of so many opposing influences is a 
joy to his many friends, and especially 
to such of them as sympathise with 
the many principles of progress of 
which he is so distinguished an ad- 
vocate. 

Sir Stafford Northoote, in pre- 
siding at a meeting of the licensed 
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victaallers at Exeter, has been giving 
them the sound advice of keeping 
order in the conducting of their 
business. " If that is the line you 
take, you may do great practical good 
"-good to yourselves, and good to 
the country. If, on the other hand, 
you take the opposite line, and are 
onwise enough to throw yourselves 
into simple opposition to a movement 
which, with all its faults, is founded 
upon an earnest, sincere, and over- 
whelming desire to promote a great 
object and the welfare of the country, 
then, depend upon it, the results wUl 
be bad for the country, and more 
disastrous to yourselves." 

Replying, on Christmas day, to an 
address presented to him by a depu- 
tation of the Peace Society, General 
Grant said "that although he had 
been trained a soldier and had par- 
ticipated in many battles, there never 
was a time when, in his opinion, 
some way might not have been found 
for preventing the drawing of the 
sword. He looked forward to an 
epoch when a court, recognised by 
all nations, would settle international 
differences." In conclusion, he as- 
sured the society that he believed its 
mission would ultimately prevail. 

The slaughter that has lately been 
going on between Chili and Peru is 
sad indeed; and the latest reports 
from Afghanistan speak of three 
thousand Afghans as killed and 
wounded during the last fortnight. 

The close of the disastrous year 
1879 brought inteUigenoe of the loss 
of the Borussia steamship, with 
nearly 200 lives; and also of the 
terrible railway-bridge accident near 
Dundee, whereby an entire train was 
in an instant engulfed in the tidal 
river Tay ; thus plunging its precious 
freight of some ninety passengers 
into eternity without a moment's 
warning. The Christmas had pro- 
bably been merry, but how sad the 
new year to hundreds of families 
so unexpectedly bereaved, and how 
solemnly true the lines of Dr. Watts, 

" Dangers stand thick throngh all the 
ground, 
To push ns to the tomb." 



Were the friends of the LodAi. 
Preachers' Mutual- Aid Association 
throughout the country to copy the 
example of Bradford, as repoi^ed in 
bur January number, there would 
indeed be an ingathering of funds. 
We have before called attention to 
the fact that many circuits, some of 
which receive largely from our funds, 
do comparatively nothing in the way 
of free contributions. It seems a pity 
there should be neglect to solicit aid, 
when a little effort on the part of the 
members of the Association in the 
various localities where branches are 
in existence would be certain to suc- 
ceed in bringing an abundance of 
means to assist the afflicted and needy 
brethren so worthy of help. 

The Biblical Museum; a Collection 
of Notes, Explanatory, Homiletio, 
and Illustrative, on the Holy Scrip- 
tures. By James Comper Gray. 

. Old Testament, Vol. VI., con- 
taining the Book of Psalms. 
London: Elliot Stock, 62, Pater- 
noster How. Price 5s. 

This work progresses as satisfactorily 
as ever. We cannot speak in too 
high terms of it. The very fact that 
it draws its comments and illustra- 
tions from such a great number of 
sources is one of its most distin- 
guishing peculiarities. The value 
which David put on God's Word, as 
shown in Psa. cxix., is illustrated by 
the following from T. Parker: — 

" Sway of the Bible.— The Bible is 
read of a Sabbath in all the 10,000 
pulpits of our land. The sun never 
sets on its gleaming page. It goes 
equally to the cottage of the plain 
man and the palace of tiie king. It 
is woven into literature, and it 
colours the talk of the street. The 
barque of the merchant cannot sail to 
sea without it. No ship of war goes 
to the conflict but the Bible is there. 
It enters men's closets, mingles in all 
grief and cheerfulness of life. The 
aching head finds a softer pillow when 
the Bible lies underneath. It blesses 
us when we are bom; gives names 
to half Christendom, rejoices with 
as, has sympathy for our mourning, 
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tempers oar grief to finer issues. It 
is the better part of our sermons. It 
lifts man above himself. The timid 
man, awaking from the dream of life, 
looks through the glass of Scripture, 
and his eye grows bright. He does 
not fear to stand alone — to tread the 
way unknown and distant — ^to take 
the death- angel by the hand, and bid 
farewell to wife and babes at home. 
Men rest on this their dearest hope. 
It tells them of God, and of His 
beloved Son; of earthly duties and 
heavenly rest." 

The Clergyman's Magazine. Con- 
ducted by members of the Church 
Homiletical Society, January, 1880. 
Price Is. London: Hodder and 
Stoughton. 

This number opens with a lecture 
delivered in the Chapter House, St. 
Paul's, by John Walter, Esq., M.P., 
on ''Reading and Speaking." The 
importance of reading well in order 
to make a religious service efifective 
is enforced with some cogent reasons. 
In speaking or preaching, Mr. Walter 
gives some good advice to his clerical 
friends. He says: — "In preaching 
to a mixed congregation, a clergy- 
man should use homely language, and 
not attempt a style above the capacity 
of his hearers" (page 3). This 
number contains eight outlines of 
sermons on evening lessons, followed 
by illustrations, similes, &c. A ser- 
mon on "The Heavenly Life; the 
living God, with His living Servants," 
by Rev. H. C. G. Maule, is a very 
thoughtful and sensible exposition of 
the text. Rev. xxii. 4 — ^* They shall see 
His face, and His name shall be on 
their foreheads.** 



OUB BBIDGES AND BOADS. 

One of the papers read at the meeting 
of the Incorporated Law Society, held 
at Cambridge, October 7 th and 8th 
last, was by J. M. Davenport, Esq., 
P.S.A., of Oxford, on Bridges and 
Roads. With his permission we 
make the following extracts there- 
from: — 
** Imperfect as is our knowledge of 



Britain prior to the invasion of the 
Romans in the year 55 b.c, it is cer- 
tain that in a few years after this, 
Julius Agricola began to make the 
arterial roads which are still to be 
traced across the whole country ; and 
when the Romans left Britain, four 
great high roads, — Watling Street, 
Icknield Way, Ermine Street, and the 
Fosse Way, specially intersected the 
country, whilst it was divided by 
innumerable highways, many of them 
wide, and all of excellent construction, 
the whole forming a communication 
between a multitude of flourishing 
cities and towns, the distance from 
town to town being marked out with 
the greatest care along the various 
routes. Settlements were made, and 
towns sprang up along the old 
' streets ; ' and the numerous Stret« 
fords, Stratfords, and towns in *le 
Street,* mostly mark the direction 
of these ancient lines of road. There 
are also numerous * Stanfords,' 
which were so called because they 
bordered the raised military roadways 
of the Romans, which ran direct be« 
tween their stations. 

** Bridges. — ^Although the necessity 
for erecting some means of communi- 
cation between the respective banks 
of large rivers must have been felt at 
an early period in the history of 
civilised nations, it was not until a 
comparatively late one that the art of 
bridge- building can be said to have 
assumed any definite character. The 
Greek Ciiristians, indeed, mention the 
erection of very important bridges by 
Semiramis, Darius, Xerxes, Pyrrhus ; 
and in Egypt the irrigation canals 
must have rendered it necessary to 
construct many such passages. But 
it would appear that the style adopted 
in all these constructions was of the 
rudest and most unscientific cha- 
racter ; and in fact it consisted simply 
in the erection of piers, upon the tops 
of which were laid, horizontally, 
beams of timber, or large flat stones. 
During the monarchy and the early 
days of the republic of Rome, bridge- 
building remained in this rudimen- 
tary state. The earliest of the 
bridges over the Tiber was con- 
structed of timber as above described. 

"A bridge, in England, which the 
' county * is bound to repair, may be 
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either a foot, a horse, or a carriage 
bridge. The liability to repair a 
connty bridge depends either on the 
Common Law or on the Statute Law. 
That burden was first imposed on the 
public as a part of the Trinoda neoei- 
9it€U, to which every man's estate was 
formerly subject. This term in 
Anglo-Saxon times, signified the 
three services due to the King in 
respect of the tenure of land for the 
repair of bridges, the building of for- 
tresses, and expeditions against the 
King's enemies. In the original lan- 
guage, the words are Pontium repara- 
tio, Arcium oorutruetio, et expeditio 
contra Hostem. All the lands within 
the realm were bound to contribute 
to these three emergencies. The 
first modern statute on the subject of 
public bridges is the 22nd Henry YlII., 
0. 5, called * The Statute of Bridges.' 
This statute was merely in amr- 
mance of the Common Law. The 
last is the recent Highway Act, 41 A 
42 Victoria, c. 77, § § 21 & 22. 

"KoADS. — ^The Carthaginians are 
said to have been the inventors of 
paved roads, which were afterwards 
much used by the Romans, several 
thousand miles being made in Italy 
alone ; while every country which 
was brought under their sway, was 
more or less intersected by these 
channels of communication. Though 
found mainly to facilitate military 
movements, the Roman roads were 

E reductive of the greatest civil bene- 
ts." 

How badly the landed gentry per- 
formed their duty with regard to the 
repair of bridges and roads, may 
be gathered from a proclamation 
of Charles I. in 1629, which 
Mr. Davenport quotes. It forbids 
travelling with carriages of more 
than two wheels ; forbids a load of 
more than one ton, or of more than 
five horses to draw it : — 

''In 1745, the common carrier from 
Selkirk to Edinburgh, thirty-eight 
miles distant, required a fortnight for 
his journey between the two places, 
going and returning. In 1768 there 
was but one stage coach from Edin- 
burgh to London ; and it set out only 
once a month, taking from twelve to 
fourteen days to peiform the journey. 
]bi 1704 a daring attempt at travelling 



was made in the following announce- 
ment : ' However incredible it may 
appear, this flying coach will actually 
(barring accidents), arrive in London 
in four days and a half after leaving 
Manchester.' Some passengers were 
advised not to go all the distance for 
fear they should die of apoplexy from 
the rapidity of the motion. In 1751 
an advertisement set forth, that, ' God 
willing, the new Expedition 1 Coach 
would leave the Maid's Head, Nor- 
wich, on Wednesday or Thursday 
morning, at seven o'clock, and arrive 
at the Boar, in Aldgate, on the 
Friday or Saturday, as shall seem 
good to tiie majority of the passen- 
gers.* 

"In 1808, when the late Lord 
Sndeley took home his wife from the 
neighbourhood of Welshpool to his 
residence, only thirteen miles distant, 
the carriage in which the newly 
married pair rode stuck in a quag- 
mire, and the occupants, having ex- 
tricated themselves from their peri- 
lous situation, performed the rest of 
their journey on foot. 

•* In 1736, Lord Harvey wrote :— 
' The road from this place (Kensing- 
ton) and London is so infamously 
bad, that we live 'here in the same 
solitude that we should do if cast 
upon a rock in the midst of the ocean ; 
and all the Londoners tell us that 
there is between them and us an 
impassable gulf of mud.' The horses 
attached to the carriage of the 
Queen of George IL were two hours 
in conveying Her Majesty from St. 
James's to Kensington. George III. 
began to reign in 1760. Between that 
and 1781, about a thousand Inclosure 
Acts were passed, in addition to those 
passed in the previous reign. These 
brought into the field an army of 
road-makers, whose skill and expe- 
rience were spread throughout the 
land. 

" In some of the more ancient dis- 
tricts of England, the old roads are 
still to be traced in the hollow ways 
or lanes which are met with. One of 
these is graphically described in 
Marriott's ballad, ' The Devonshire 
Lane.' 

* In a Devonshire lane as I trotted along 
T'other day, much in want of a subject 
for song, 
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Thinks I to myself, half inspired by the 

rain, 
Sore marriAge is znnch like a Deyonshire 

lane. 

* In the first place 'tis long, and when once 

yon are in it, 

It holds yon as fast as a cage does a Imnet ; 

For howe'er rongh and dirty the road may 
be fonnd, 

DriTe forward yon mnst, there is no tun- 
ing ronnd. 

*But tho* *tis so long, 'tis not yery wide, 
For two are the most that together can 

ride. 
And e'en this 'tis a chance that they get 

in a pother, 
And jostle and cross and ran fonl of each 

other. 

* Oft poverty meets them with mendicant 

looks, 
And care pushes by them with dirt-laden 

crooks ; 
And strife's gra2dng wheels try between 

them to pass, 
And stubbornness blocks up the way on 

her ass. 

* Then the banks are so high to the left 

hand and right. 
That they shut np the beauties aroxmd 

them from sight ; 
And hence you'll allow, 'tis an inference 

plain. 
That marriage is just like a Devonshire 

lane. 

'But thinks I, too, these banks within 
which we are pent, 

With bud, blossom, and berry are richly 
besprent ; 

And the conjugal fence, which forbids us 
to roam, 

Looks lovely when deck'd with the com- 
forts of home. 

*In the rock's gloomy crevice the bright 

hoUy grows ; 
The ivy waves fresh o'er the withering 

rose; 
And the evergreen love of a virtuous wife 
Soothes the roughness of care, cheers the 

winter of life. 

* Then long be the journey, and narrow the 

way, 
I'll rejoice that I've seldom a turnpike to 

pay; 
And whate'er others say, be the last to 

complain. 
Though marriage is just like a Devonshire 

lane." 

" Under the recent Highways Aot, 
certain disturnpiked roads become 
ipso facto Main Heads; and other 
roads and ordinary highways may be 
converted by the Local Authority into 
Main Hoads, half the expense of 



maintainiag all of which mast be 
borne by the county, upon the 
County Surveyor certifying that the 
roads have been maintained in good 
repair. Also by the Aot, any high- 
ways which may have become useless, 
may be declared to be unnecessary ; 
and thenceforward they will not be 
repairable at the expense of the 
public. 

"Further, the County Authorities 
are authorised to make Bye Laws 
with regard to all traffic on the roads. 
This may have a salutary effect in 
controlling and regulating ponderous 
locomotive engines on the one hand, 
and those insidious bicycles on the 
other." 



"WOODMAN, SPARE THAT TREE." 

In a recent edition of G. P. 
Morris's Melodies^ the following ex- 
planation of the origin of this admired 
song is given : — 

"Riding out of town a few days 
since, in company with a friend, who 
was once the expectant heir of the 
largest estate in America, bat over 
whose worldly prospects a blight had 
recently come, he invited me to turn 
down a little romantic woodland pass 
not far from Bloomingdale. *Your 
object ?' inquired I. * Merely to look 
once more at an old tree planted by 
my grandfather, near a cottage that 
was once my father's.* * The place 
is yours, then ?' said I. * No, my 
poor mother sold it,* and I observed 
a slight quiver of the lip, at the re« 
collection of that circumstance. / Dear 
mother!' resumed my companion, 
* we passed many happy, happy days, 
in that old cottage ; but it is nothing 
to me now — father, mother, sisters, 
cottage — all are gone!* and a pale- 
ness overspread his fine countenance, 
and a moisture came to his eyes as 
he spoke. After a moment's pause, 
he added, * Don't think me foolish. 
I don't know how it is, I never ride 
out but I turn down this lane to look 
at that old tree. I have a thousand 
recollections about it, and I always 
greet it as a familiar and well-remem- 
bered friend. In the bygone summer 
time it was a friend indeed. Under 
its branches I often listened to the 
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good connsel of my parents, and had 
9ueh gambols with my sisters! Its 
leaves are all off now, so yoa won't 
Bee it to advantage, for it is a glorioos 
old fellow in summer; but I like it 
fall as well in winter time.' These 
words were scarcely uttered, when 
xny companion cried out, * There it 
isV Near the tree stood an old man 
with his coat off, sharpening an axe. 
He was the occupant of the cottage. 
'What are you going to do?' asked 
my friend with great anxiety. ' What 
is that to you?' was the reply. • You 
are not going to cut that tree down, 
Burely ?' * Yes, but I am, though,* 
said the woodman. ' What for ?' in- 
quired my companion, almost choked 
with emotion. *What for? Why, 
because I think proper to do so. 
What for ? I like that ! WeU, I'll 
tell you what for. This tree makes 
my dwelling unhealthy ; it stands too 
near the house ; prevents the moisture 
from exhaling, and renders us liable 
to fever and ague.' ' Who told you 
that?' * Doctor Smith.' * Have you 
any other reason for wishing to cut it 
down ?' * Yes, I am getting old ; the 
woods are a great way off, and this 
tree is of some value to me to burn.' 
He was soon convinced, however, 
that the story about the fever and 
ague was a mere fiction, for there 
never had been a case of that disease 
in the neighbonrhood ; and then was 
asked what the tree was worth for 
firewood. *Why, when it is down, 
about ten dollars.' * Suppose I should 
give you that sum, would you let it 
stand?' *Yes.' *You are sure of 
that ?' * Positive.' • Then give me a 
bond to that effect.' I drew it up; 
it was witnessed by his daughter; 
the money was paid, and .we left the 
place with an assurance from the 
young girl, who looked as smiling 
and beautiful as Hebe, that the tree 
should stand as long as she lived. 
We returned to the road, and pur- 
sued our ride. These circumstances 
made a strong impression upon my 
mind, and famished me with materials 
for the song I send you." — Extract 
from a Letter to Henry BusseU, Esq. 

Woodman, spare that tree ; 

Touch not a single bough ; 
In youth it shelter'd me. 

And I'll protect it now. 



'Twas my forefather's hand 
That placed it near his cot ; 

There, woodman, let it stand ; 
Thy axe shall harm it not. 

That old familiar tree, 

Whose glory and renown 
Are spread o'er land and sea, 

Ana wouldst thou hew it down ? 
Woodman, forbear thy stroke ; 

Cut not its earth-bound ties ; 
Oh 1 spare that aged oak. 

Now towering to the skies. 

When but an idle boy, 

I sought its grateful shade ; 
In all their gushing joy 

Here, too, my sisters play'd. 
My mother kiss'd me here ; 

My father press'd my hand — 
Forgive this foolish tear, 

But let that old oak stand. 

My heart-strings round thee cling 

Close as thy bark, old friend ; 
Here shall the wild-bird sing. 

And still thy branches bend. 
Old tree ! the storm still brave ; 

And, woodman, leave the spot ; 
While I've a hand to save, 

Thy axe shall harm it not. 



THOUGHTS ON MENTAL CULTUBB; 
(fbom various authobs.) 

Amongst the vast majority of man- 
kind, from the beginning of the world 
to the present hour, the mental facul- 
ties and the higher capabilities of 
moral and religious feeling have been 
dormant and unemployed. — Quarterly 
Review, No. 101, p. 225. 

The acquisition of knowledge is in 
itself a positive good ; the man who 
has his mind open to the perception 
of surrounding objects, and is led to 
inquire into and reflect on their na- 
ture and properties, has much greater 
capabilities of happiness — ^has much 
greater chance of understanding and 
udfilling the duties of his station, 
than if brought up in gross igno- 
rance, without ever having exercised 
his intellectual powers.— ^oMmaZ of 
Education. 

The only true channel of physical 
comfort will be found in cultivated 
intellectual and moral powers. Be- 
sides attaining the self-denying, up- 
right, benevolently co-operating, and 
industrious habits, which live in the 
very atmosphere of an improved mo- 
rality, an enlightened intellect looks 
before and after, observes relations^ 
calculates consequences, and, accord- 
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ing to the nature of things, avoids 
evil and seoures good. But this is 
not all : it is the humblest office of 
an elevated moral and intellectual 
character to improve the physical 
condition [that is to say, the personal 
condition] ; when it has established 
bodily comfort, and, what is a new 
contemplation for the thinking few, 
reasonable leisure from reasonable 
toil, it is in itself a positive good, a 
source of direct enjoyment, far above 
the richest material possessions. 
This scarcely requires illustration to 
the enlightened and the moral. They 
have only to reflect how small a pro- 
portion of their enjoyment is physical 
or sensual, when compared with that 
which consists in the refined delights 
of Imowledge, of taste, of feeling, and 
of sentiment, reaped from books and 
social converse, from the acts of bene- 
volence, and from the acknowledg- 
ments of religious thankfulness and 
adoration. — Simpson on Education. 

There is no situation in life so high 
that must not, after all, owe its 
highest enjoyments to feelings with 
wUch mind is connected; there is 
none so low which may not be cheered 
and refined from the same source. 
Independent of all worldly considera- 
tions, mental pursuits invariably 
bestow a rich reward on their votary, 
in the delight attendant on their cul- 
tivation, and the temporary oblivion 
at least of all anxious cares in the 
abstraction they require. — Mrs. 
Strutfs Triumphs of Genius an& Per- 
severance, 

Let man be so reared that his 
health maybe sound, and so cultivated 
that his higher powers may have due 
supremacy over his lower ; in other 
words, that he may be less of an 
animal and more of a human being ; 
and his standing will then be as high, 
and his condition as happy, as his 
situation and the laws of his being 
admit of. — Caldwelly a rising American 
writer. 

Men can fit themselves for every- 
thing, and yet we cannot teach them 
the art of living well in the world ! 
Men learn to sing, to dance, to read, 
to write, and yet that for which all 
other things are learned — ^a well- 
regulated and orderly life, and prac- 
tical wisdom — depends entirely upon 



chance, and is the only thing that can 
neither be taught nor learned ! — Plu- 
tarch. 

We only become moral men when 
we accustom our affections and talents 
to be directed by reason. — Journal of 
Education, 



THE EDELWEISS. 

EvEBY traveller in Switzerland is 
familiar with the tender star-shaped 
flowers of this curious plant, whose 
Bftge-green blossoms are stuck into 
the hat of every guide, and are col- 
lected with rare ingenuity by the im- 
portunate little rascals who race the 
carriages on the road, or start out 
like rabbits from the bushes as the 
pedestrian begins his solitary climb. 
The plant is scarce and very partial. 
It is found in the Engadine, seldom 
in the Bernese Oberland, and has 
particular comers and mountains that 
it loves to affect. This scarcity and 
partiality gave to the Edelweiss a 
somewhat unhealthy notoriety. The 
rarer it became, the more ambitious 
were the excursionists to obtain a 
sprig. Some years ago every cockney 
hat was adorned with the curious 
bloom, feathered, as its botanical 
name implies, like an old man's 
beard, and it was no longer a sign of 
patience and endurance to wear this 
pretty badge that hitherto had deno- 
ted a long climb and a patient search. 
When tourists began to brand their 
alpenstocks down in the valley with 
the name of a mountain whose base 
they touched but whose top they never 
attempted to reach, then was Edel- 
weiss sold by the handful at Inter- 
laken, Chamouni, and Grindelwald» 
and the guides, porters, and boys were 
tempted to rifle the mountains of 
their peerless flowers. When the 
rage for art greens came upon us in 
full force, aesthetic young ladies flat« 
tered themselves that a wreath of 
these soft petals would look becoming 
in the hair, and some went so far as 
to appear at fancy balls in the cha- 
racter of " The Alps," smothered in 
Edelweiss. As for the flower itself, 
it was not so courteous and graceful 
as the Indian plant of beauty, that 
raises up its head and opens at the 
approach of a woman. On the con- 
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trary, it refused to be in any way 

gracious at the touch of the female 
otanist and sternly declined to be 
transplanted. The more obstinate was 
the Edelweiss the more determined 
became the ladies, and they pur- 
chased it by the root, carefully tended 
it during the journey home; nursed it 
across the sea, watched it at every 
railway station, and handed it to the 
family gardener in order to hear in a 
few days that the plant, sickening 
and sighing for its mountain home, 
had refused to exist in England with 
the aid of any artificial process. 

There have been only one or two 
very rare and exceptional cases 
where the Edelweiss was induced to 
live and give forth flowers in England, 
and then the result was only obtained 
by a system of nursing that would 
have worn out the majority of bota- 
nists. At last the Swiss Government 
determined to put down by law the 
wholesale destruction of this popular 
flower. It was rapidly disappearing 
altogether from the country, when an 
enactment made it penal to take a 
plant up by the roots. The dignity 
and importance of legislation gave a 
new impetus to the interest that was 
attached to the plant, and going in 
search of the Edelweiss became as 
attractive a source of danger as any 
to be found in Switzerland. Un- 
accompanied by guides and straying 
from the beaten tracks, more than one 
tourist has risked his life, and several 
have already been killed, in the quest. 



BEFLEOTIONS BY MOONLIGHT. 

BT A LOCAL PBBACHEB'S DAUOHTEB. 

How lovely the world looks on a 
moonlight evening ! Nature, having 
finished her labour, has folded her 
arms, and is reposing beneath the 
beams of a resplendent moon. This 
is reflection's hour. 

" How soft the light, 
How sweet the calinl" 

The soul is thrilled with the magni- 
ficence of the scene, and feels as if 
wrapt in a dream of delight. Yonder 
church bells, just audible, are chiming 
out their sweet refrain, ** Sun of my 
soul, thou Saviour dear.*' There is 
not a sound beside to break the speU. 



The heart feels more love than it can 
contain. The trees scarcely move 
their boughs in the breeze. The oak, 
with its ivy-bound trunk, looks like a 
sentinel. The silvery moon casts fan- 
tastic shadows everywhere. The sky 
was never more clear of clouds — the 
stars were never more glittering and 
lively. Surely evil ought nowhere to 
be found playing its vile part in this 
tranquil scene. Pbimrose. 

Faversham, 1879. 

ALPHABETICAL APHOBISMS. 

BT BBO. JOHN BOSE, AyIeSBUBT, BUCKS. 

Actions betray character. Adoration 
beautifies Christians. Affectation 
breeds contempt. Affliction begets 
compassion. Atheism blasts charity. 
Benevolence crowns devotion. BlesB 
common duties. Cares direct elation. 
Christianity demands earnest effort, 
enhances firmness. Discard evil 
factions. Dntifulness earns favoor. 
Esteem faithful governors. Ever 
fear God. Form godly habits. 
Gratify honest industry. Holiness 
instils joy. Kindness leadeth men. 
Knowledge lightens mind. Love 
makes noble. Meekness never of- 
fends. Mind needs occupation. Need 
obeys plenty. Order prevents quib- 
bling. Patience quiets rage. Piety 
quenches remorse. Prudence quickens 
resolve. Quietude rewards stead- 
fastness. Keligion supplies tran- 
quillity. Rest succeeds toil. Search, 
try union, virtue, work. 'Train up 
virtue with 'xercise, yea, zeal. 



HINTS FOB A LADY'S ATTIRE. 

Let your earrings be Attention, en- 
riched by the pearl of Refinement; 
the diamonds of your necklace Truth, 
and the chain Christianity; your 
finger-rings be Affection, set round 
with the jewels of Industry; your 
girdle be Simplicity, with the tassels 
of Good-humour; let your thicker 
garb be Virtue, and your drapery 
Politeness; let your shoes be Good- 
ness, secured by the strings of Per- 
severance ; and your head-dress be 
Wisdom, adorned with Christian 
graces ; so shall you be winsome in 
your ways, graceful in your manners, 
and attractive in your character. 
Aylesbury. Jno. Rose;. 



OHOIOB SBLS0TI0N8. 



67 



BEMABEABLE EPITAPH. 

In the History of London, mention is 
made of a monument in St. Savionr's 
Church, Southwark, to the memory 
of Bichard Humble, Alderman of 
LoudoD, and his wife and children, 
who are all represented in a kneeling 
posture. The date is April 13th, 1616. 
The following lines are inscribed : — 

Like to the damask rose you see, 
Or like the hloasom on the tree. 
Or hke the dainty ^ower of May, 
Or like the morning of the day, 
Or like the «un, or b'ke the ahadci 
Or like the gourd which Jonas had, 
ET'n 80 is Man, whose thread is spmi, 
Drawn out, and cat, and so is done. 
The roie decays, the blossom blasteth, 
Ihejlower fades, the morning hasteth, 
The 8tm declines, the shadow fli^s. 
The gourd consumes, and Man he dies. 



FABTHINGS SAVED FOE THE 
BIBIiE SOCIETY. 

In the small village of Wingrave, 
Bucks, some poor families agree to 
put by a farthing a week for the Bible 
Society. At their last annual meet- 
ing was presented a basket containing 
tlurty-six brown hoUand bags, each 
containing the year's amount of Is. Id., 
in fifty-two farthings, the total amount 
being £1 19s. in 1,872 farthings. The 
bftgs had been made and supplied 
by the vicar's daughter. — Report, 
p. 280. 

[Are there not in Methodism 500, 
or from that number to 1,000 young 
ladies, who, taking up this idea, and 
obtaining a dozen or more copies of 
our Mutual- Aid Eeport to lend about, 
could make up from twenty to fifty 
canvas bags, and induce the same 
number of poor people who enjoy the 
ministry of Local Preachers, to take 
oach a bag, drop into it the weekly 
farthing, and bring the bag with its 
contents once a year to the annual 
meeting of the branch, or to its local 
secretary? We see no reason why 
finfficient fands might not thus be 
raised to meet all the payments made 
to our aged and worn-down an- 
nuitants.] 



INFIDELITT THBOUGH POPERY, 
AND CONYERSION THBOUOH 
BEADING THE BIBLE. 

A COLPORTEUR iu South America 
writes : — '* About three months ago I 
went into a confectioner's shop in the 
Oalle Independencia ; there were two 
gentlemen there, and when I offered 
them the Bible, they insulted me very 
much, saying that it was farce, old 
women's stories, &o. As soon as they 
would let me speak, I read to them 
from the Gospel of St. John, and asked 
them if they believed in Jesus Christ. 
They said Yes, but not in the Virgin, 
for she could not forgive their sins ; nor 
were there 6,000 saints to be prayed to, 
as the Roman priests said there were. 
Then I replied, * You can never have 
read the Bible, for this book contains 
none of those things ; on the contrary, 
St. Paul says in his Epistle to 
Timothy, ''There is one Mediator," 
&c. ; and as for the saints and images, 
you can see very clearly that it is 
perfectly false ; for only read Ex. xx. 
4, 5.* I went on talking with them 
for an hour and a half, and ended by 
giving them two Bibles, undertaking 
to take them back if they could show 
that I was wrong. One of them is an 
Italian, born in Turin ; and the other 
is an Argentine, and a public notary. 
" The Bibles have never been sent 
back to me, and we have had many 
conversations and readings together 
since then; and to-day these two 
persons are Protestants with all their 
hearts, and are going to enrol them- 
selves in the Spanish Congregation of 
the Methodist Church (the only 
Spanish congregation here). Both 
have asked me to return eternal 
thanks to the Bible Society in Lon- 
don ; for ' if it had not sent us the 
Bible, how would we ever have 
known the way of salvation ?' One 
of the two has bought several copies 
of St. John to distribute among his 
friends." — Report, p. 228. 



CIVILISATION EFFECTED BY THE 

BIBLE. 

A MISSIONARY in Rarotonga, writes :— 
" Our people delight in paying for a 
handsome, clear-typed Bible. I rejoice 
therein, knowing that the prosperity of 
our missionary work and the future 
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advance of these islanders in all good, 
hang npon a clear appreciation and 
love of Bible truth. Any other basis for 
a civilisation must be futile. I think 
the great success of our South Sea 
missions has arisen mainly from two 
things : — 

*' 1. The employment of a native 
ministry. 

" 2. The early translation and rapid 
dififusion of the Scriptures in the 
native language, so that in a single 
generation a race which had no 
written language, has become com* 
paratively a reading people (three- 
quarters of the adult population can 
read the Bible in telUgently) . This is 
a great fact : but it never could have 
been brought about without the aid 
of the BritiBh and Foreign Bible 
Society."— iJtfpori, p. 223. 



BIBLE BEADING : ITS EFFECTS. 
A PaoTESTANT womau in Haiti, who 
had dwelt for about ten years in a 
town given up to Romish pomp and 
parade, and who knew not of a single 
fellow-believer in the town, was asked 
what had enabled her to stand so 
firmly without Christian fellow-sym- 
pathy. She took out of a drawer a 
time-stained large-print Bible, and 
said, **This has been my strength 
and comfort." That same Bible, lent 
out to her neighbours, had given to 
an intelligent young man clear and 
pure ideas of God and of the way of 
salvation ; though he lacked the 
courage boldly to avow his faith in 
Christ as the only and all-sufficient 
Saviour. — Report, p. 237. 



PAPAL FURY AND SAVAGERY. 

Mb. Pasgoe, the Bible Society's agent 
in Mexico, states that in Ilalpujahua, 
thcTBoman Catholics actually cruci- 
fied one poor man, and tore out the 
eyes of another. They *' are making 
a gigantic e£fort to destroy liberty 
and uproot the Gospel." — Report, p. 
241. 



RETRENCHMENT. 

A PRUDENT man, when he finds his 
business expenses increasing, natu- 
rally looks round him to see where 



and how he can economise ; then, as 
his business becomes in a more heal- 
thy state, he expends what surplus ha 
haisi in extending. Why should 
Committees act dmerently? Why 
should they permit the trust which is 
in their hands to become insolvent, 
and look to an indulgent church to 
help them out of the difficulty in 
which they have landed themselves ? 
If the Committee are wise, they will 
at once begin to set their house in 
order. — Weekly Review, Nov. 16, 1879. 

FEBRUARY. 

The second month of the year. Its 
name is derived from Fehrao, to 
purify or cleanse. The Saxons called 
it Sol'tnonath, because the sun's me- 
ridian altitude visibly increases in it. 

February was not in the calendar 
of Bomulus. It was added to the 
year by Numa, who gave it the twelfth 
place in the calendar. The Decem- 
viri transferred it to the place in 
which it now stands. Numa assigned 
twenty-eight days to it in order that 
the sum of the year might be an un- 
even number, according to a Pythago- 
rean fancy. In an ordinary year 
February has twenty-eight days; in 
bissextile or leap year, as is the case 
this year, it has a twenty-ninth, or 
intercalary day. 

The sun rises on the 1st at forty- 
one minutes after seven, and sets at 
forty-seven minutes after four, giving 
the length of the first day of the 
month between sun rising and setting, 
nine hours six minutes. The sun 
rises on the 29th at forty-nine minutes 
after six, and sets at thirty-seven 
minutes after five. The length of the 
day is ten hours and forty-eight mi- 
nutes. An increase of Ught in the 
month of one hour and forty-six 
minutes. 

A new moon on the lOtb, and full 
moon on the 26th. Jupiter is an 
evening star, and Venus a morning 
star. 

Father, how wide Thy glory shines ! 

How high Thy wonders rise ! 
Known throngh the earth by thousand 
signs, 

By thousands through the skies. 
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Those mighty orbs proclaim Thy power ; 

Their motions speak Thy skill ; 
And on the wings of erery hour 

We read Thy patLence sfpHL—Wattt. 

Meteorology has been studied lat- 
terly more than heretofore, henoe onr 
didly papers introduce the subject, 
and we have forecasts of the weather. 
Zadkiel's Almanack, which boasts of 
a sale of over 130,000, makes the 
weather a special subject of remark ; 
hence we have weather predictions for 
each month in the year. February is 



to be cold, gloomy, fair, gusty, fine, 
mild, rainy, stormy, unsettled, electrio 
disturbance, frosty, squally, hail- 
storms; and concludes that it will 
be a variable month. We should 
think so, if there are to be these dozen 
changes of weather, and it does not 
require very great foresight to come to 
the same conclusion with our prophet. 
This month begins on the Sabbath 
and ends on the Sabbath. Can any 
of onr readers tell us when this will 
occur again in February ? 



W^ninnU^tli %Mami%on leportjer* 



OUB YETEBANS. 

It has been said that human nature 
is the same all the world over. At 
the time that Negro Emancipation 
was engaging the attention of this 
eoontry, we were struck with the pic- 
ture of the negro holding up his 
manacled hands, and asking, '* Am I 
wt a man and a brother t " 

It would be well if our statesmen 
remembered this. It is assumed that 
our Queen and our statesmen would 
do nothing to tarnish our national 
honoor. Why should we not assume 
that other khigs and emperors and 
statesmen would do nothing to tar- 
nish the honour of their several coun- 
tries? Less of suspicion and more of 
trost would show higher statesman- 
Bhip, and put an end to war, and 
hasten the reidisation of the universal 
brotherhood of man. 

When we contemplate the opera- 
tions of ^'The Local Preachers* 
Mutual-Aid Association,'^ we see a 
brotherhood. There are the strong 
bearing the infirmities of the weak, 
^ere are the rich coming forward to 
help the poor. There are the young 
ftnd active succouring the aged and 
decrepit, and smoothing their path- 
Way to the tomb. One hundred and 
thirty old men are looking up to us 
for their daily bread. The Master 
bimself says, *' Give ye them to eat." 

Here are our veterans coming forth 



again with their note of thanksgiving 
for Mr. Wild's Gift. What does 
Ho. 6 say? 

"I am an old man, being 85 
years of age last June. My wife 
about the same age. Wishing jovl 
every blessing the Lord can give 
you.— L. P." 

No. 7 

The Secretary writes : " I received 
the 10s. for Bro. H. He wished me 
to thank you very much. He is now 
85 years of age and very feeble." 

No. 9 

"Grandfather thinks," says the 
writer in acknowledging the receipt of 
10s., '* that it will be the last time he 
¥^ receive it, for he finds himself in. 
the midst of the swellings of Jordan ; 
but no fear, but a light in the valley." 

No. 10 

My Dear Sir, — I beg to acknow- 
ledge the receipt of P.0.0. for 10s., 
being the annual Christmas gift to 
Bro. J. W., and have also to inform 
you of his death, which took place 
22nd December. I have given tha 
money to bis daughter, who has been 
very kind and careful of the poor old 
man for the last seven years (he 
being bedridden for that time), and 
she is in but low circumstances.—^ 
W.T. 
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No. 14 

Deab Sib,— I have again received 
the Christmas 10s., which is indeed 
one of the '* streams of mercy never 
ceasing." I am now in my 80th 
year, and by the grace of God can 
look forward in hope of a blissful im- 
mortality; my aged partner joins in 
gratefol thanks to all. — ^T. J. 

No. 22 

I have received for the first time 
the annual Christmas gift of 10s. left 
to his aged brethren by James Wild, 
Esq. It was received by me in a 
time of need and perplexity, my dear 
wife being ill at the same time. I am 
now 74 years of age, and I cannot be 
too thankful that I am still a labourer 
in the Church, — J. F. 



No. 23 

The Secretary says, ''He is a 
happy old man, 86 years of age ; still 
leads a class, and has a keen relish 
for English literature, for he said to 
me lately, he was reading the seventh 
volume of Macavlay^a History of 
England, and is looking forward with 
A lively hope of eternal life." — W. D. 

No. 26 

Deab Sib, — I acknowledge with 
gratitude the receipt of 10s., being 
the gift of the late Mr. Wild. This 
meason has been unusually bad, and 
therefore it came at a time when it 
was truly acceptable. I am 74 years 
of age, but am able to preach most 
Sundays. This quarter I have fifteen 
appointments. — W. G. 

No. 30 

Deab Sib, — Many thanks for the 
lOs. I received. It is a great blessing 
to me. I wish also to express my 
thanks to the trustees of the late J. 
Wild, Esq., for their kindness in 
sending it. I take the magazine, and 
always feel great pleasure in reading 
it. I am looking for home — ^the rest 
prepared for God's children — and 
hope to meet you all there. — T. L. 

No. 33 

I have received 10s., for which I 
desire to express my sincere thanks. 
It was a timely blessing. I am now 



in my 77th year, and although weari- 
some nights are appointed me, I 
would not complain, for the will of 
my heavenly Father must be best. — 
T.S. 

BBADFOBD. 

The first quarterly meeting of the 
Bradford branch of tiie Local 
Preachers' Mutual- Aid was held on 
January 10, 1880, in the Committee 
Room of the Central Coffee Tavern, 
Bradford. Tea was provided at 
6.30 p.m. ; seventeen brethren present. 
After tea, Bro. John GledldU, the 
local president, took the chair. Bro. 
Ruddock read a paper on, " Is a Local 
Ministry Necessary at the Present 
Day?" A discussion followed, and 
the thanks of the brethren were given 
to Bro. Ruddock for his interesting 
paper. 

NOBTHAMPTON BBANCH. 
A VEBY interesting meeting has been 
held at Little Houghton on behalf of 
" The Local Preachers' Mutual- Aid 
Association." Addresses were de- 
livered by Bros. Rymell, Belsor, 
Perkins, Roberts, and G. Beattie. A 
collection, consisting of £1 4s. was 
obtained. One new hon. member 
and one new hon. contributor have 
been secured for this branch, and we 
intend working up other places in the 
circuit. J. Lemtom. 

OEKEBAL COMMITTEE. 

The monthly meeting was held at the 
office, 19, Exeter Hall, on Wednesday, 
January 14, 1880. 

The tea was given by Mr. Amphlett, 
provided and presided over by Mrs. 
Sims. 

Present: The President (in the 
chair), the Treasurer, Hon. and 
General Secretaries, Bowron, Durley, 
Amphlett, Johnson, Parker, Pigg> 
Buffham, Wardley, Jameson, Hard- 
ing, Clapham, and Sunman (16). 

Hymn 478 was sung, and prayer 
offered by Mr. Jameson. 

The minutes of the last meeting 
were read and confirmed. 

The income for the month was 
J6319 9s. 6d. Payments to branches, 
j£401 7s. Id. New members, in- 
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dading the Newoastle-on-Tyne So- 
eiety, 152; deaths, 7 memDers and 
8 wives. Receipts since the last 
ftodit, jgl,782 14s. 2d.: payments, 
i61,869 6s. Id. Sick, 99; annuitants, 
136, being the greatest number on the 
fonds ever known. 

The Secretary reported that Chat- 
teris had formed a branch of six 
members. Wimbome also had heea 
received on the terms proposed at last 
meeting. Manchester, Midsomer- 
Norton, Bochester, and Bath had 
received the special attention of the 
President, and steps were being taken 
to extend our operationB in these im- 
portant places. 

Bills for rent, hon. members' maga« 
ones, &c., amounting to £50 Is. 8d., 
were ordered to be paid. 

The following applications were 
received and decided upon : — 

Bro. J. N., aged 62, unable to work 
from asthma; doctor says he will 
never be better. 

Besolved, That he be placed on the 
annuitant fund at 4s. per week. 

Bro. T. C, aged 69, earns when 
able to work 2s. 6d. per week ; has an 
invalid wife. 

Besolved, That he haTC 4s. a week. 

Bro. D. C, aged 75, Local Preacher 
52 years, now suffering from an in- 
ternal complaint and paralysis; was 
in good circumstances, but is now 
wduced to poverty. 

Besolved, That he have 6s. a week. 

Bro. J. P., aged 74, Local Preacher 
^ years ; farm labourer, unable to 
work through asthma, bronchitis, and 
dropsy. 

Besolved, That he have the full 
allowance of 6s. a week. 

Bro. P. H., aged 79, Local Preacher 
50 years ; farm labourer, suffers from 
asthma and hernia. 

Besolved, That he have 59. a week. 
Sister E. B., aged 68, widow of an 
annuitant lately deceased. She has 
only a trifling income ; she bears an 
nnblemished character, and has been 
an active and useful member. 

Besolved, That she have 2s. 6d. a 
week from our funds. 

COBBESPONDBNOE. 

. Letter from Bro. Turtle, Sheffield, 
inquiring what a brother, who had 
allowed his membership to lapse for 



five years, but who now wishes to 
rejoin, would have to pay. 

Resolved that he be readmitted on 
the payment of £4. 

The Hon. Secretary paid in £2 
from Mr. and Mrs. Smith, Brandy 
Creek, Tasmania, son-in-law and 
daughter of the late J. Wade, t?i& 
Penny Preaoher, 

Letter from G. 0. Leigh, Brooklyn, 
America, stating that he fears that 
Bro. J. Field, who was to be their 
representative to our next Annual 
Meeting, will not be able to attend 
before the 20th June, and asks, " If 
our meeting could be postponed?" 

Besolved, That we regret the cir- 
cumstance, but have no power to alter 
the date. We would very cordially 
welcome a substitute if Mr. Field 
cannot be present. 

Bro. Wright invited the next meet- 
ing to be at his house, Frimley Villa, 
Plnmstead, on Wednesday evening, 
February 11th. 

It was cordially accepted. 

March meeting will be at our office, 
19, Exeter Hall, on Monday, March 
8th, at the kind invitation of Bro. 
Durley. 

The meeting closed with prayer by 
Bro. Amphlett. 

DEATHS. 

Deo. 11, 1879. Thomas Lawrence, 
Beading Branch, aged 70 years. His 
end was sudden ; but with almost his 
last breath he endeavoured to sing, 
"Rook of Ages, deft for me." Claim 
£8. 

Deo. 16, 1879. Mrs. Haw, Howden 
Branch, aged 64 years. She was a good 
woman, and now, after a long affile - 
tion has gone to rest. Claim £4. 

Dec. 18, 1879. Mary Brashier, 
Leicester, let Branch, aged 48 years. 
She died happy in the Lord. Claim £4. 

Deo. 23, 1 879. John Williams, Holy- 
well Branch, aged 73 years. He had 
suffered much during the last seven 
years of his life. He is now freed from 
all. He had been an annuitant 217 
weeks, and received £43 16s. Claim £ 1 . 

Dec. 23, 1879. Mary Jones, Forest 
of Dean Branch, aged 80 years. She 
has left a testimony that she is gone 
to be with Christ. Claim £2. 

Deo. 25, 1879. George Medley, 
Southampton Branch, aged 67 years. 
No particulars. Claim £8. 
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Dec. 26, 1879. Matthew Hallam, 
Sheffield Branch, aged 66 years. Ab 
he lived, so he died, at peace with God 
and man. Claim £8. 

Dec. 28, 1879. George Thompson, 
Blandford Branch, aged 74 years. He 
died in peace. He had been an annni- 
tant 191 weeks, and received £41 48. 
Claim £2. 



The wife of this brother died within 
a few honrs of her husband, and i^eir 
remains were buried togeti^er in the 
same grave. 

Jan. 8,1880. William Miller, Camel- 
ford Branch, aged 56 years. He died 
suddenly on the platform, while ad- 
dressing a Missionary Meeting. Claim 
£6. 



CASH BECEIYED BY THE GENERAL TBEA8UBEB to Jan. 15th, 1880. 
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Zteieester \8t„, ••• ••• 

Kineton^^x. W. Gardner, hm. £1 

Oa/fgto/ng ••• ... ••• 

OUy Boad—'Mx. J. Holman, hm. £1 ... 

Sruaffhayn—IILTB. W. Allen, hm. £1 Is ; Mr. B. Hardy, hm. 

£l Is; Mr. J. Love, hm. £1 Is 
Kingsmood—T&r, W. Butler, hm. £1 Is ; Mrs. W. Butler, 

nm. 9&1. is-.a ••• ••• ■•• **• ••• 

SalUhury^BAtorm Society, £2 

IHokering—Mi, G. Smales, hm. £1 Is ; Mr. B. Smith, hm. 

Sw 1 IS ... ... ••• ... ••• ••• 

Toregt of Bean — Bro. Morgan, 2s 6d ... 

Holywell 

Huntingdon ... 

Chatteris \gt ... ••• 

HoU—Mx, W. Leeder,qly. 2b 6d; Mr. E. Taylor, qly. 2s 6d 

Burnley 

Isle of Wight 

Sherhum 

Newport (Mon.) — Mr. G. Baker, ho. £1 Is (two years) ; 

Mr. J. T. Cole, he. 10s 6d ; Mr. H. GoUier, qly. 5s Sd ; Mr. 

W. Edwards, qly. 5s 8d 
Congleton 
Da/ventry 
Thame 
Bristol—'R. S., 2s 6d for the Poor Old Hundred, per Bro. 
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lAiwston ... ••• .•• •«• ... ... 
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Mr. F. J. Clarke, bm. £1 Is; Mr. H. Langdon, 2s 6d ; 
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Alston 

Bochester 

onxplcy •■• «•• ••• •-•• ••• ••■ 

Heading— Mr. J. J. Beecroft, hm. £1 Is; Mr. J. D. Brown, 
hm. £1 Is ; Mr. 0. F. Collins, hm. £1 Is; Bey. J. Howard, 
5s ; Mr. J. P. Jones, hm. £1 Is ; Mr. J. Milsom, hm. 
£1 Is; Mr. J. Mi^ty, hm. £1 ; Mr. T. Beed, hm. £1 Is ; 
Mr. S. H. Whiting, hm. £1 Is 
Lukeard 2nd .•• ..• ••• ... ••• 

Denby Dale—CoUootiorL at Emlej, net £1 6s 9d ... 
Jstvtndon ... ... •.• ... ■•• ••• 

Skiptan—'Mx, H. Bobinson, hm. £1 Is ... 
Wmbome — Anon, hm. £1 Is ; Mrs. Braoher, hm. £1 Is; 
Mr. 0. Gonld, hm. £1 Is ; Miss Hnnt. hm. £1 Is ; Mr. J. 
Sims, hm. £1 Is ; Mr. G. F. Strange, hm. £1 Is 
Searbarotigh — Mr. CShester, ho. 10s 6d ; An Old Looal 
Preacher, £1 Is ; Mr. W. Tranmer, ho. lOs 6d ; Mr. 
Whitehead, ho. 10s 6d ... .•• 

TFan^ff^^— OoUeotedby Mrs.Gonlding, £1 lOs ... 
Southufnpton ••. ... .•• *•• ••• 

Mantfie^ 

Stoutport •• 

Chatteris 2nd 

Muncom '■• ••• ••• *•• ... •.. 

iVdUtngton .•• ••• ••• ••• ••• ... 

\xH6ms6y .•• ••• ... ... ••. a.. 

Blandford — Bey. J. F. Masters, 5s ••• 

Donca^ter-^'Nir. Methley, 3s ; Miss Bhodes, Ss ; Mr. Walker, 

2b 6d ; Profit on Magazine, Is 6d 
Northampton 29u2— Circuit Collections, £5 

MOrpfftn ... ... ... ••• ••• ... 

M/vznpOTt ... ••• ••• ■.• ■•• ••. 

ot, Agnes ... ••• ••• •■• ... ... 

■Lwver ■•• ••• ••• ••• ... .»• 

Sheemess—^^, A. Filmer, hm. £1 Is ... 

Towcester 2nd •.. ... ... ... ••« 

Pretton (Ittinc,) ... ... ... ... .•> 
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0. Dnckering, qly. 5s 3d; Mr. J. Smith, hm. J.P., £1 Is ; 

Councillor Warrener, hm. £1 Is 
Bigh Wycombe— ISx, B. North, hm. £5... 
■odTnsley ... ..• ••• ... ... ... 

Dunstable — ^Mr. J. Cox, ho. lOs ; Mr. B. Howes, hm. £1 Is; 

HSi, T. G. Lockhart, hm. £1 Is 
St, Columb'-Uv, W. M. Cordell, ho. 10s 6d ; Mr. J. P. Dun- 

Btan, ho. 10s 6d ; Mr. W. Geake, ho. 10s 6d; Mr. W. J. 

Hawke, ho. 10s 6d ; Mr. J. Hendy, ho. 10s 6d; Mr. J. 

Howse, ho. 10s 6d ; Mr. C. E. Northy, ho. iOs 6d 
Bufton-on' Trent ••• ••• ••• ... ... 

JPb/oersham—Mx, B. G. Berry, hm. qly. 5s 3d; Mr. J. Carter, 

hm. qly 5s 3d ; Mr. B. S. Dunn, hm. qly. 5s 3d; M!r. A. 

Humphreys, hm. qly. 5s 3d ; Mr. G. Johnson, hm. qly. 

5b 3d ; Mr. J. Yidean, hm. £1 Is ; Mr. J. Wildish, hm; 

qly. OS ocL ... ••• •• ... ... ... 

6r070f— .Oct. and Jan. ... ••• ... .,. 

Thomley — Product of Concert, £2 4b ; Bev. A. Lockyer, 5s 
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Leeds— l&xB, C. Carr, hm. £l Is; Mr. W. Edwards, hm. £1 Is 
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hm. £1 Is; Mr. W. E. Whitehouse, ho. 10s 6d ... 
^ttoxeter—Ur, W. Bunting, 2s 6d; Mr. J. Massey, ho. 10s; 

Hey. M. Shaw, 2s 6d ; Mr. D. Warner, 2s 
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jjcuvlcy ••• ••• ••• *** ••* *** 

Deptfard and Waolwieh—^BTO, Coldwell, 78 6d ; ,Mra. Ban- 

d&lly 2s DCl>*a ••■ ••• ••• ••• ••• 

Northampton lit —Mr. S. Seattle, IDs M.; Mr. W. Holmes, 
£l ; Collection at little Houghton, £1 48 

Manchegter^BTO. A. Andrews, hm. £1 Is; Mr. B. B. Brier- 
ley, hm. £1 Is ; BIr. Thos. Briggs, hm. £1 Is ; Bro. D. 
Gleasby, hm. ISs; Mr. B. Johnson, hm. (Chislehnrst) 
£i Is ; Mr. Thomas Lomas, hm. (Timperley) £2 2b; Mr. 
Pngh, 2s 6d; Messrs. Bobinson k Sons, 58 

JHoftMOUth *•• ••• ••• ••• ••• ••• 

Ibrctt of D6a/n ••• •• ••• ■•• ••• 

Peterborough \st ••• ••• ••• ••• ••• 

onsroorno ••• ••• ••• ••• ••• •■• 

Brackley—'Mx, Mackay. qlj. Ss 3d ; Bro. Barrett, Penny 

Preaching, £1 2s ; A well-wisher to the Old Men, 88 ... 
^Vafnlingho^n ••■ ... ••• ••• ••• 

Shepton Mallet—Mr, Vf . Haine, hm. £1 10s; Mr. Hawkins, 

58 ; Mrs. House, 2s 6d ; Mr. B. Padfield, 5s ; Mr. J. 

WOOCl, 98 ••• *** ••• ••• ... •*. 

JVisbech'-'NLi. J. Grabtree, hm. £1 Is; Mr. J . Scott, hm. 

£1 ; Mr. J. Pollard, qly. 5s Sd ••• ••• 

Aylesbury—ldx, G. Shirley, hm. £1 ... ••• 

^9u20Vtfr— Collection at Oyerton, 48 3d... 

Sptftalfieldi ••• ... ••• ••• ••• ... 

Settle — A Friend, 2s 6d 

Pateley Bridge — Bro. Eskholme, qly. 28 6d 

Jjoigh ( LaiMt) ... ••• ••• ••• .. 

otouToriidge ••• ••• ..* ..• ••• ••• 

Athtonrunder-l/yne^lAt. Berresford, 5s ; Mr. J. Bennett, 

hm. £ 1 Is ; Mr. A. Chantley , Ss ; Mr. W. Prestwick, hm. 

j& 1 Is ... ••■ ••• ••• ••• ••• 

ISt wtUtt ... ••• '"•• ••• ••• ■•• 

Zauncetton — Mr. J. Dingley, qly. 78 6d; Mr. E. Pethy- 
bridge, qly. 78 6d ... ... ••• ••• 

Bronugrove^ CoUeoted by Bro. Banner, Ss ; Ditto, by Bro. 
Davis, 16s ; Mr. G. Hancock, 5s 

^etterMtg ... ••• ■•• ■•• •• ••• 

IpsTvieh^Mr, 0. 0. Sadler, hm. £1; A Friend, £4 

JVorth and South Shields^Ur, J. Green, hm. £1 Is 

NiisncaHle'On-Tyne \gt 

JSxeter Hall^^t, G. Tidmarsh, hm. £\ Is ; Jabez and Mary 
Smith (daughter of late Bro. J. Wade), Ebenezer Cot- 
tage, Beconsfield, Launceston, Tasmania, £2 ; Captain 
Smith, hm. £1 Is ... ... ••• •■• ... 

Sinde Street — Mr. and Mrs. Bowles, qly. 2s ; Mr. J. H. 
Chance, hm. £1 ; Mr. Jas. Davies, hm. £1 Is ; Mr. John 
Davies, hm. £1 Is ; Mr. W. T. Eastman, hm. £1 Is; Mr. 
and Mrs. Elliott, hm. £1 Is; Mr. T. Gullick,hm. £1 ; 
Mr. W. Johnson, hm. £2 28; Mrs. Maisey, 5s ; Mr. H. T. 
Northcroft, hm. £1 Is ; Mr. E. Richardson, hm. £1 Is ; 
Mrs. Richardson, he. lOs 6d ; Mr. F. Sims, 58 ; Mr. Wei- 
bourD, qly. is ••• ... ... ... ... 

Baygwater — Mr. Brewer, hm. £1 is ; Miss Cox, hm. £1 Is ; 
Mr. Moore, hm. £1 Is ; Mr. Wardley, hm. £l Is 

Great Queen Street — ^Mr. B. Ball, hm. £1 Is; Mr. J. Nick- f 

enson, hm. £1 Is; Dr. Smith, hm. jgl Is ••• 
Southwark and Lambeth — Mr. Fox, hm. £1 Is; Dr. Powell, 
hm. £1 Is ; Mrs. Hey,hm. £1 Is ; Mr.T. Lee, hm, £2 2s, 
per Bro* Parker ... «•• ... ... 
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SPIRITUAL LIFE AND GROWTH IN THE INDIVIDUAL, THE 

CHURCH, AND THE CIRCUIT. 

1. Thb first qaestion to be coDsidered is, ^* What do we mean by spiritaal 
life ? And when is it acqaired ? 

2. We all know what natnral life is. As soon as a child is born and 
its langs are inflated by the air, then commences natural life. After that, 
if the child be healthy, there will be continaoas growth, until youth passes 
into the maturity of manhood. 

8. Spiritual life is a distinct thing from natural life ; and yet there is a 
close resemblance between the two, and the one illustrates the other. 
" Ye must be born again," is the utterance of the infallible Teacher. The 
time and the manner differ in different persons. ^' I, thy servant, fear the 
Lord from my youth,'* said the good Obadiah. Paul thus congratulates 
his son Timothy : '* That from a child thou hast known the Holy 
Scriptares." Whether it be gradual and almost imperceptible in life's 
early morning, or take place after the day of life has considerably 
adyanced, or even in its decline, it must take place at some period or 
other: for, ** Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of 
God." The evidences of the change are made known first to the individual 
by the witness of the Holy Spirit to his spirit, and then to others 
by the fruits of the Spirit, which are " Love, joy, peace, long-suffering, 
gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, temperance." 

4. By what instrumentality is this great change brought about ? The 
means are various, according to the time and circumstances in which 
persons are placed. It must also be admitted that some children are 
mnch more susceptible than others of Divine impressions. It is well if in 
early life the youth yields to the impressions made on his heart by the 
Holy Spirit, through, it may be, the teaching of a pious mother. Where 
there has been family piety, family instruction , and family prayer, the 
children may not only be led gradually into spiritual life, but may ''grow 
in grace, and in the knowledge *' and love of God. This great change 
has taken place at all ages and under very different circumstances. The 
yoong, the middle-aged, and the old ; the rough, the uncivilized, and the 
ignorant ; the polished, the intellectual, and the learned : 

*' No matter how dull the aoholar whom He 
Takes into His school, and gives him to see ; 
A wonderfnl fashion of teaching He hath. 
And wise to salvation He makes ns through faith." 

5. We have to look at this important subject of spiritual life and 
growth, as Methodists, Methodist Churches, and Methodist Circuits. 
Methodism has its history : but it is nothing more nor less than a revival 
of primitive Christianity. Those who have realized the true spiritual 
life are distinguished from those who have not. Our Lord expressly 
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dedares this : '* They are not of the world, even as I am not of the 
world." The early Methodists were thas distingaished. No sooner did 
a person draw off from the world and its amusements than he was 
designated a Methodist. Generally, when any one was hronght into the 
possession of this spiritual life, heing then filled with love and zeal, he 
was led to ask : 

" What shall I do to make it known,^ 
What Thou for all mankind hastflone ?" 
O, for a trumpet yoice, 
On all the world to call, 
To bid their hearts rejoice 
In Him who died for all.*' 

6. There is the indiyidnal " brought out of darkness into light, and 
from the power of satan unto God." What a change I There is a new 
creation. '^ Old things haye passed away, behold all things have become 
new." Now begins generally the church life. The individual Christian 
does not, as a rule, walk alone. He says, '' Gome, ye that fear God, and 
I will tell you what He has done for my soul." In Methodism there is, 
or rather there was, the Class Meeting, a means of grace just suited for 
the new-born soul; and if there is an intelligent and deyoted leader 
and a regular attendance, in a proper spirit, there must be growth in 
grace. 

7. From the first of Methodism there rose up three distinct orders of 
officers : the preachers, the leaders, the stewards. Now, as there is no 
specific rule laid down in the New Testament, as regards church officers, 
we take what Paul says to the Ephesians as intended for general guid- 
ance : '^ And he gave some, apostles ; and some, prophets ; and somcy 
eyangelists ; and some, pastors and teachers ; for the perfecting of the 
saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ." 
(Eph. iv. 11, 12). It is pretty evident that in the early Church every 
« new creature " in connectioo with it, according to his knowledge and 
ability, became a preacher. ** Therefore, they that were scattered ahroad 
went everywhere preaching the word " (Acts viii. 4). It was so in the 
first days of Methodism ; and as it was in the apostolic days, so it was 
at this time. Many ran who were not sent, as Charles Wesley said — 

" How ready is the man to go, 
Whom God hath never sent, 
How timid, diffident, and slow, 
The chosen instrument." 

8. Mr. Wesley, in the outset of his career, had no idea of any of his 
followers preaching, unless they had been ordained for the work. Hence, 
when the report reached him in the country that the young man he had 
left in charge of the City Road Society, as an exhorter, had dared to take 
« text and really preach, he was horrified, and hastened to London to stop 
this irregularity. He could not conceal his anger, butsaid to his mother. 
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** So Thomas Maxwell has turned preacher, I hear." That mother was a 
wise woman, and said, *' Don't be in too great a hurry ; hear the young 
man yourself ; for I believe he is as certainly called to preach as you are." 
He calmed down, followed his mother's counsel, heard Maxwell, and came 
to the conclusion, ** It is the Lord ; let Him do what He sees best." 

9. Then there began what is very improperly called Lay preaching — for 
truly there is no such thing as lay preaching, nor such a person as a lay 
preacher ; and it is time that such misleading terms were abandoned, and 
the true meaning of words preserved. Very early in Methodism the two 
classes of preachers existed, the travelling and local. These two classes 
still exist. The local preacher works for his living, and exercises his 
talent in his own locality : hence the name. The travelling preacher 
springs from the ranks of the local ; and having a special call and suitable 
talents, gives himself entirely to the work, and is, as a matter of right, 
supported by the free-will offerings of the people. 

10. In the United Methodist Free Churches there are 336 itinerant 
preachers, and 82 supernumeraries, and 3,236 local preachers. There are 
1,396 chapels and preaching places. Allotting 336 chapels to be supplied 
by the itinerant preachers, there are left 1,060 to be supplied by the 
local preachers and supernumeraries. It will be seen that three-fourths of 
the chapels and preaching-places must be supplied by local preachers. 
None of these itinerant preachers are exempt from personal or family 
affliction and may be unable to fill their appointments, or they are taking their 
holidays, so that probably only 800 are actually engaged on the Sabbath, 
and their lack of service has to be met by local preachers and supeMu- 
meraries. That which applies to the Free Churches will apply generally to 
all the other sections of Methodism. 

11. The itinerant preachers, who have given up all secular pursuits as 
a means of living, and thus shut themselves out from rising very high in 
the social scale, are not only entitled to support, but should be very highly 
esteemed for their work's sake. They are husbands and fathers, and have 
all the cares and anxieties connected with those relations, as well as the 
care of the Churches. Unkind and coarse remarks should never be made 
to them or of them. If they neglect their duty, they should be spoken to 
by the circuit or society stewards. Yea, should they forget what the 
King Preacher taught; — " And, moreover, because the preacher was wise, 
he still taught the people knowledge ; yea, he gave good heed, and sought 
out, and set in order many proverbs. The preacher sought to find out 
Acceptable words : and that which was written was upright, even words 
of truth" (Eccles. xii. 9,10). They should be dealt faithfully with by the 
•stewards. The itinerant preacher has his rights as well as his dutieS| 
and the people should be as careful to uphold those as to exact these. 
His responsibilities are great, and he should secure the constant and 
vigorous co-operation of every member of the Church. 

12. The local preachers. Viewing the Methodist Church as an army, 

f9. 
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it will be obyioas what an important position the local preachers occnpj» 

In fact, it is the most essential arm in the military arrangement. The 

800 itinerant preachers in Free Methodism might be swept off the field 

of conflict ; bat there would remain 8,000 local preachers to fill their 

places. At the formation of many circnits the battle was waged for 

several years without the itinerant arm. Many circnits and the Free 

Gospel Churches carry on the battle still without itinerant preachers, and 

haye done so successfully for many years. It is much to be regretted that 

the local body has not disciplined itself as it ought to have done. In 

using the <' sword of the Spirit " there is a lamentable want of skill. 

Few, we fear, haye read the Bible through ; and, as for other books, how 

little is known that is useful. No wonder that the local preachers haye 

fallen out of repute. They may well pray in the language of Charles 

Wesley, — 

^ Equip me for the war, 

And teach my hands to fight, 

Hy simple, upright heart prepare. 

And guide my steps aright.'* 

13. Spiritual life and growth are most assuredly promoted by the 
preaching of the word. ^* Go ye into all the world, and preach the Gospel 
to eyery creature," was the commission deliyered by our Lord, not merely 
to the twelye apostles, but most likely to the 500 brethren to whom He 
appeared just before His ascension to heayen. He eyidently intended the 
preaching of the Grospel as the grand means of imparting spiritual life 
and promoting spiritual growth. The preacher, whether itinerant or 
local, should aim at this. 

14. The coming out in Methodism of a new order of preachers at the 
first seemed to be accidental ; so the appointment of leaders and the for- 
mation of classes appeared to be an accident. There was a chapel debt ; 
how was it to be paid off ? " Let each member of the society pay a penny a 
week," said one. ** But many are so poor," said another, "that they 
cannot giye it." " Put eleyen of the poorest with me," said the proposer 
of the plan, " I will call upon them : if they cannot giye I will giye for 
them and myself ; you do the same.*' This was agreed to, and thns 
commenced the penny- a- week of Methodism, and the formation of that 
powerful instrument of spiritual life and growth— the Methodist Class 
Meeting. The class-leader is no longer a mere collector of a penny a 
week, but, if of the right stamp, is a pastor of the flock and a fellow- 
helper of the preacher of the Gospel. This agency must not be oyerlooked 
or disparaged if we wish to see in our Churches spiritual life and growth. 

15. The stewards are a very valuable order of men. They relieve the 
preachers and leaders by attending to the financial concerns of the Church. 
The society stewards look after society matters, the chapel stewards look 
after the buildings, and the poor stewards attend to the wants of the 
poor, j ^The preachers and the leaders say, " Brethren, it is not meet 
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that we should leaye the word of Qod and serye tables." These daties 
are most efifectiyely attended to when the Church has diligent and faithful 
{Stewards. 

16. Since the establishment of Bnnday-schools the Sunday-school 
teacher has become the missing link betwixt the Church and the young. 
It is no mean office he sustains. He has to deal with a soul as it opens 
np to a sense of responsibility, and to direct it to the Father of Spirits^* 
God. 

17. Temperance Workers, Sick Visitors, and Tract Distributors should 
exist in eyery Church. The great facilities for obtaining intoxicating 
drink in eyery town and almost eyery yillage in this country are productiye 
of the most lamentable effects. We cannot walk the streets without 
seeing it. Illused wiyes and deserted children are crying out for help. 
In the name of pity^ is this the time for the Church to fold its arms and 
say, *< Am I my brother's keeper ?" Bands of Hope and Temperance 
Societies should be established whereyer they can be. <' I was sick and 
ye yisited me," will be the approying words addressed by the Diyine 
Jadge at last to the blessed of His Father : ^' Come, enter into the joy 
of your Lord." Many, yea hundreds, thousands, will not come into our 
Churches and chapels to hear the Word of God. Our tract distributors 
•carry that Word to their houses — the life-giying, the life- sustaining Word. 
Some people say, I haye heard ministers say, <' Don't haye too many 
irons in the fire." I say, with Dr. Clarke, ** This is a foolish saying ; put 
them all in the fire — poker, tongs and shoyel — and keep them all in 
motion." 

18. Do we want spiritual life and growth ? We must indiyidualise 

ourselyes. 

*' A charge to keep I haye, 

A God to glorify, 
A never dying soul to saye, 
And fit it for the sky." 

God has giyen to us His word, and commanded us to search it. The 
great Daniel Webster, when Secretary of State for the United States, 
was asked by some gentlemen with whom he dined at Aston House : <' Mr. 
Webster, among all the thoughts that haye filled your mind, what was the 
most important one that oyer occupied it?" He answered, '*The most 
important thought that eyer occupied my mind was that of my indiyidual 
responsibility to God." If we are to haye spiritual life in the Church 
there must be personal spiritual life ; if we are to haye spiritual growth 
we must heed the spiritual admonition — "Grow in grace;" if there be 
indiyidual life and growth there will be Church and circuit life and 
growth. Those who thus liye will not forget " the assembling of themseiyes 
together," and uniting in the public worship of God, and in the social 
means of grace. 

19. Those ordinances which are of Diyine appointment cannot be 
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neglected without loss. The Old Testament saints were aware of this ; 
hence we hear, " I was glad when thej said unto me, Let us go unto the 
house of the Lord.** When Solomon dedicated the newly-erected temple, 
he prayed that the eyes of the Lord might he on it night and day. We 
know that the fire on the altar was not allowed to go out ; the doors of 
that temple were never shut, but were open to the devout worshipper day 
and night ; and Luke informs us that Anna, the prophetess, '' departed 
not from the temple, but served God with fastings and prayers night and 
day." The New Testament saints are exhorted '' not to forsake the as- 
sembling themselves together, as the manner of some is." There is to 
be the assembling together for the sharpening of each other's countenance, 
the uniting in the praises of God, and bowing before Him in prayer. The 
public service is not complete unless the Christian family surround their 
Father's table to commemorate the death of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Would we acquire, would we promote spiritual life and growth ? these 
ordinances must be attended to. 

20. Spiritual life and growth require the constant searching of the 
Scriptures in private, and the breathing of the soul in prayer and praise to 
God. In Methodism there will not be healthy spiritual life and vigorous 
spiritual growth without continual activity in behalf of others. The old 
Methodists were led to sing : — 

** My life, my blood I here present, 
If for Thy truth they may be spent." 

And the present race of Methodists should not be behind their fathers, 
but emulate their zeal and be stimulated by their example. Then we 
might expect to see, not weak and sickly babes in Christ, but strong and 
healthy men and women, who have overcome the wicked one, and are 
now enabled to go forth and say with the exulting apostle, *' Now thanks 
be unto God, which always causeth us to triumph in Christ, and maketh 
manifest the savour of His knowledge by us in every place " (2 Cor. ii. 14). 

Philos. 



IS A LOCAL MINISTRY NECESSARY AT THE 

PRESENT DAY? 

At the Quarterly Meeting of the Bradford Branch of the Wesleyan-Methodist 
Local Preachers' Mutual- Aid Association the following paper was read by one of 
its members, January 9th, 1880. After some preliminary remarks, the reader 
observed : — 

Bt a local ministry I mean a ministry that is sustained by a class of men 
called Local Preachers, to distinguish them from those that in Methodist 
circles are designated travelling preachers. I am aware that the term as 
applied to us now is a misnomer ; strictly speaking, we are the travelling 
preachers, and those called travelling preachers are in reality the Local 
Preachers. Well, then, the question is. Are our services necessary at the 
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present, day, and under the existing circumstances ? I tbink that none, 
eyen the most determined of onr opponents, will deny that they haye been 
necessary in the past, say in the early days of Methodism, when Methodism 
was in its infancy, down to within a comparatiyely recent period. That, 
I belieye, is admitted on all hands. Some of ns can remember the time 
when the Established Church and the Wesleyan Chapel, or preaching- 
room, were the only places of worship in the majority of our English 
yillages. The Baptist and Independent chapels were few and far between. 
They were a kind of religious centre — a Zion, as indeed many of them 
are called — ^whither the tribes went up within six or seyen miles' radius to 
worship ; so that the Church aud the Methodists had the field almost to 
themselyes. But how was it that the Baptist and Independent chapels 
were, in the rural districts,' almost as rare as white elephants, or, << like 
angels' yisits, few and far between ?" It was because those denominations 
did not encourage and employ Local Preachers. 

It was impossible for a handful of men and women, forming themselyes 
into a Church here and there, to build a chapel, proyide a minister's 
salary, and sustain the interests of a place of worship ; so they proceeded 
on the principle that '^ unity is strength," and grouped a number of 
yillages together. A chapel was built in some central place, and the 
people of that particular denomination — and some of them were yery 
particular indeed — ^had to go to it from the surrounding yillages ; they 
used to gravitate to that centre. The Methodists, howeyer, by employing 
Local Preachers — men resident in the yillage, who yolunteered their 
seryices, preached for the loye of God and souls — were able to maintain a 
ministry in any yillage where an openiug presented itself, howeyer poor 
they might be ; aye, and where an opening did not present itself, they 
could force one. But without a local ministry Methodists even could not 
haye done this. If we would form a just estimate of the yalue of the 
seryice a local ministry has been to the cause of truth and morality in the 
latter part of the last and the former part of the present century, we 
must bear in mind the fact that at that time most of the pulpits of the 
Established Church were occupied by unconyerted men — utter strangers 
to the saying power of the Gospel — and had^ it not been for a local 
ministry, thousands of our English yillages must haye been left in heathen 
darkness. Doubtless it will be said by some that things haye changed 
since then. (Yes ; and we are thankful for such change.) Then the 
Methodists were a small, a poor, and a despised people ; now they are 
numerically strong and wealthy ; they haye in their ranks men of high 
social position aud influence, so that they can yery well dispense with the 
seryices of Local Preachers, Once they were necessary, but now they are 
not. Well, it is all yery well for our townsfolk to indulge in such tall talk ; 
but are our country cousins in such an independent position ? I maintain 
they are not. Eyen now, with all our boasted wealth, many of our country 
congregations are so poor as not to be able to sustain a hired ministry ; 
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and were it not for the labours of the. Local Preachers, who carry to them 
the bread and the water of life without money and without price, they 
must ineyitably suffer spiritual starvation. In proof of this assertion I 
will lay before you a statistical fact. The United Methodist Free Churches, 
to which I have the honour to belong, have approximately 1400 chapels 
and preaching places — say 1400 pulpits — and to supply those pulpits 
they have about 300 itinerant preachers ; so that 1100 pulpits are 
dependent upon Local Preachers for their supply ; and thus, if we had no 
Local Preachers, 1100, or nearly four-fifths of our pulpits, would be 
totally unsupplied. Or, to put it in another form, in these 1400 pulpits 
there are 2800 sermons preached every Sunday ; and at an average of 
two sermons per minister, our 300 ministers will preach just 600 sermons, 
thus leaving 2200 sermons, or nearly four-fifths as the Local Preachers' 
share of the work. Hence it appears the United Methodist Free Churches 
cannot very well dispense with the labours of a local ministry ; and I 
think that in the interests of our poorer congregations, as well as in 
remembrance of the fact that they owe in a large measure their inde- 
pendent position to the voluntary aid rendered by Local Preachers in the 
past, our wealthy congregations ought to abstain from the unkind and 
disparaging remarks they so frequently apply to those who kindly helped 
them into the saddle. 

The Wesleyan-Methodist congregations may not be quite so dependent 
upon us as all that, but they are not altogether independent of us. 
According to some statistics I have recently met with, there are, in 
Great Britain and Ireland, 6757 chapels and preaching-places — say pulpits 
belonging to the Wesley an- Methodists. To supply those 6757 pulpits 
there are 2136 ministers, so that, allowing one minister per pulpit, there 
would remain 4621 pulpits totally unprovided for but for Local Preachers. 
Thus considerably more than two-thirds of the preaching in the Wesleyan 
pulpit devolves upon Local Preachers. It is clear, then, that we need not 
fold our arms in idleness, and complain, " We've got no work to do I" 
There is plenty of work for willing hands and consecrated hearts. We 
may not have access to the wealthy and fashionable chapels; their 
pulpits may be closed against us, but there are plenty of small country 
chapels open to us ; there are plenty of poor — and none the less intel- 
ligent because poor — congregations that will give us a hearty welcome 
and an appreciative hearing. Let us be thankful that the common 
people will hear us gladly, and be as glad to preach to them as they are 
to hear us. The soul of the poor man is as precious in the eyes of the 
Eedeemer as the soul of the rich man. And don't let ns give place to a 
feeling of pride that would lead us to look disdainfully upon our struggling 
causes, or to consider our appointments to such as beneath us, or unworthy 
of our best efforts. But let us bear in mind that the distinguishing 
feature, the grand and glorious characteristic of our Lord's public ministry, 
was — that " the poor had the Gospel preached to them." 
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We Jiold that a local ministry was necessary in the early days of 
lyfethodism. Withoat snch an agency it could not have attained to its 
present position ; it conld not have exerted such a mighty moral influence 
or haye become such a power in the land as it has done ; neither can it 
be snch an important factor in the world's conyersion, as it promises to 
be, were that agency discontinued. We contend that a local ministry is 
no less necessary now than in the past. It is indispensably necessary ; 
and were Methodism, in her yarious branches, to disband the Local 
Preachers, she would be guilty of an act of self-mutilation, maiming her 
body, cutting off her right hand, curtailing her influence, and crippling 
her energies for extended usefulness ; and she would be doing this, too, 
at a time when those energies are more urgently needed than eyer, and 
might be put forth with grander results than at any period of their past 
history. 

Haying, as I think, proyed the necessity for a local ministry, a question 
arises as to its competency ; or, to put it in other words, Are Local 
Preachers equal to the requirements of the present day ? Can they and 
do they efficiently discharge the duties that their office and the exigencies 
of the times impose upon them ? This is a question in which we, as 
Local Preachers, haye such a deep and yital interest, that we shall perhaps 
be considered to be incapable of giying an unbiassed opinion upon it. 
Howeyer, as the question is before us, we will look at it, and attempt a 
fair and candid solution of it. 

It is, I belieye, admitted, eyen by those who think and maintain that 
our day has gone by, that in the past history of Methodism the labours of 
Local Preachers haye been no less successful than necessary ; that they 
haye contributed immensely to the growth and consolidation of Metho- 
dism through the length and breadth of the land. The question before 
Qs, howeyer, has reference to the present and not to the past ; it is not 
what Local Preachers haye been in the past, but what they are now. 

In dealing with this question, I would obserye that there are 
Local Preachers and Local Preachers, that are in our ranks, men of 
different calibre, men of different degrees of literary attainments, intel- 
lectaal capacity, mental grasp, or brain power ; men who stand head and 
shoulders aboye their brethren, like Saul among his people. There 
always haye been such men. " There were giants in those days.'* And 
there are giants in these days too. And then as now, and now as then, 
such men will take front rank among their fellows. And there are not 
only giants in our ranks, but there are dwarfs also, Lilliputians — men of 
meagre intellect and feeble mind ; and there always haye been. But it is 
not of either giants or dwarfs that we are speaking just now ; it is the 
ayerage Local Preacher that we haye to do with ; not the extraordinary or 
exceptional, but the ordinary Local Preachej:. 

(To be continued,) 
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SUGGESTIVE WORDS TO SABBATH-SCHOOL TEACHERS. 

BY BRO. JOHN ROSE, AYLESBURY, BUCKS. 

The Goyemment '' Edacation Act " has sounded the trumpet-call to 
Sunday-school teachers, summoning them to greater devotion, keener 
vigilance, enlarged attainments, more perfect organization, and increased 
energy in their work. 

It therefore behoves us, at this juncture in the history of Sunday- 
schools, to look to the foundation of our operations, and to examine 
whether our plans and customs coincide with God's word, with the neces- 
sities of the beings we have to deal with, and whether we have given these 
all-important matters the attention necessary to insure greater and more 
enduring success in this work of faith and labour of love. 

To the end that we may intelligently direct our minds to the scrutiny 
of this subject, let us classify our thoughts under the heads of three ques- 
tions — viz., When? Whyf What? 

I. Our first question, When ? urges an inquiry concerning the period 
of admitting children into our schools. Here, let me observe, this 
question strikes at the very foundation of our work. A very large per- 
centage of success depends upon the period when children are brought 
under Sunday-school training ; and the solving of that problem, '* How 
to retain our elder scholars," depends almost entirely upon an interest 
for Sabbath-school nurture, and a love for religious things being planted 
in the soul of the child during its earliest years. Earliest impressions 
are the most enduring; and they stamp the affections with an interest for 
that which excited them, which will be deep and lasting. It is during 
the infantine period that godly thoughts can be imparted with the greatest 
success, for then the child possesses and exhibits the spirit of reliance and 
trust; which maybe met and secured by kindness and gentleness reaching 
the heart, and alluring it by the winsome beauties of the truths thus 
imparted. 

As soon as a child begins to appreciate a mother's smile it begins to 
receive impressions. A child is a creature of attachments, and early 
attachments often determine future purpose^. A child needs true spiritual 
ideas to guide its affections. Desires begin to take root even before they 
can be plainly uttered ; desires for wrong things, like weeds, spring np 
without culture ; hence the necessity for the earliest religious training. 
Our teachers must henceforth avail themselves of the peculiar advantages 
which this earliest period of life imparts, to ensure greater success, and to 
fulfil the increasing demands of Sunday-school operations. I would not 
indicate the precise period when children should be admitted into our 
schools, further than to say that they should be brought to these Christian 
nurseries just in the way they were brought to Christ in the days of 
old, that is, " in the arms " of their relatives or protectors. Not to bnng 
them thus is to hinder them, for they can only be where they are carried. 
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MoreoTer, thas early in life it is possible to make the word of life 
relishing as well as noarishing to them. We shoald seek to implant the 
parest, the highest, the diyinest knowledge in the mind of the child 
before it has been hardened to sin ; to expand the intellect before it haa 
been contracted by prejudice ; and to melt the heart in loye to Christ 
before it has been alienated by actnal transgression. I claim that the 
work of training infant classes, and of interesting the yonng and tender 
minds, is qaite practicable, and shoald be attended to without delay. 
Surely there are in our Churches hundreds of attractive and gentle Johns, 
and leal and loving Hannahs, who would << make this duty their delight,'*^ 
and whose fitness for fulfilling it would be a surety of their success. Our 
great desire and chief design should be to adopt every means in our power 
necessary to gain greater advantages and to secure more satisfying results. 
II. Our next question, Why ? demands a reply, because our schools, in 
their existing state, have no right to be satisfied with their present 
attainments ; because this grand leverage for upliftin g humanity has not 
yet reached its highest altitude ; because the exigencies of the times in 
which we live demand the increased usefulness of these institutions ; and 
because such early training of the mind will result in the maximum 
measure of success. 

Furthermore, the reasons for thus giving the earliest attention to the 
religious training of children, have their foundation in the very constitution 
of human nature. For, from the moulding influences of infancy, the child 
becomes <' father to the man.'' The seat of the thinking power is the 
brain, while the loving faculty has its seat in the heart. To guide these 
two all-important faculties in earliest youth is to give direction to them 
during the whole after-life of the individual. According to the teaching of 
physiology the brain takes seven years to develop its functionary powers ; 
and, according to the doctrine of phrenology, the brain takes its form, 
more or less, from the training of thoughts and affections received during 
the first seven years of life. The Sabbath-sch ool teacher has to do most 
with the heart ; and love is keenest and the affections are most sus^ 
ceptible in early youth. But the greatest reason for the training of infants 
in the fear and love of God is found in that well-known Sabbath- school 
warrant, ennunciated by Christ, *' Suffer little children to come unto Me, 
and forbid them not : for of such is the kingdom of heaven." Such 
early training also bears the impress of that wisdom which cometh from 
above, and vdll be successful, because, faithfully done, it is the '* nurture 
of the Lord," and as such it is sure to attract to its aid the influence of 
His regenerating Spirit. 

Let the earliest thoughts of children, therefore, be allured by the 
pleasures of religion, the love of God, and the happiness of heaven, so 
that the affections may have something to which they may cheerfully 
cling and upon which they may gladly rest ; that thus there may be laid a 
foundation for the happiness and usefulness of the future life. That 
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Sabbath-school nurtnre may inflaence aright the fdtare life, the child, from 
the earliest dawn of moral apprehension, mnst be trained to love the 
sanctnar J. In' the sunshine of these nurseries, obedience is easier formed 
into habit. Of conrse, with the earliest period of receiving children, there 
mnst be snperindnced the aptness to teach, the attraction to ?rin, the 
power to persuade, the skill to interest, and aboye all the loye to in- 
fluence. 

III. The importance of the third question, What ? courts our serious 
consideration. The necessity for close application in teaching the outward 
letter is fast passing away. The primary object, henceforth, of all onr 
efforts, must be to lead the children to Christ. Workers in these sun- 
shine factories must in future seek to become spiritual fathers and 
mothers to the children brought under their care. Henceforth, nothing 
less than the loye of Christ must be the principle from which the teacher's 
efforts must evolve, and the salvation of the soul the one achievement to 
which their labours must converge. In a subordinate sense, teachers are 
called to the work of saving the souls of the children. There must be a 
profound conviction, absorbing the mind of the teacher, of the solemn im- 
portance of his work ; and this conviction must be crowned by a thorough 
consecration of the teacher's opportunities and capabilities to this im- 
portant service. 

Our Sabbath-schools demand faithful labourers — men of holy hearts and 
godly zeal — to perform the work of the Lord. To do this work success- 
fully, the depth of apostolic piety and the fervour of apostolic prayer are 
needed. God's throne must be besieged by the teachers more frequently 
and more earnestly if they are to be rightly equipped for their work. Oar 
schools also require pious labourers, who shall be " wise as serpents, and 
harmless as doves." Greater care is also needed in the choice of these 
labourers. Hitherto, mere opportunity, coupled with need, has been, 
more or less, the recognised qualification for Sunday-school work ; but in 
future other and more important qualifications must be duly acknowledged 
and required. To this end our young teachers will need the sage counsel 
and kind help of their accomplished seniors to train them, that they may 
be better fitted to fulfil their duties and to bear their responsibilities. 
Such training may be done in a special Normal class, into which, instead 
of leaving the school entirely, the adult scholars might be drafted. 
Teachers need all the encouragement that felt sympathy and manifest in- 
terest of parents and friends can give. Teachers, your ** reward is with 
you, and your work before you." One duty devolving upon the Christian 
Church, made paramount and more imperative than ever by the circum- 
stances of the times in which we live, is to make suitable and sufficient 
provision for the godly instruction and Christian training of the young. 
Heretofore, it has been but too manifest t hat the Church and the Sabbath- 
school have appeared like two separate institutions ; and while their ob- 
jects have been convergent, their operations have been too divergent. Their 
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intimacj should not only be recognised, bat saccessful attempts shoald be 
made to incorporate tbem into the same actiye organisation. 

In this new era of oar work new regalationi are required to meet in-* 
creased demands. The ungodly influences ever surrounding our youthful 
population, compel the Christian Ohurch to enter a holy crusade against 
the corrupting allarements to which children are exposed, and thus 
turn the deyil's jungle into the garden of the Lord. To the end that our 
Sabbath-schools may be made more successful and useful in the future, no 
duty must remain unfulfilled, no opportunity unused, no advantage neg- 
lected, no scheme untried. Teachers must be the every-day friends of the 
scholars as well as their Sunday instructors. Teachers, you want to reap 
the best fruits of the Sunday-school soil, and to supply the most judicious 
culture. Then candidly consider all your deficiencies, and do not spare 
them ; let not prejudice blind your eyes, nor long habit or pride hinder 
you. Bise to the call of the Master, and reach to apprehend all that for 
which, in this great and godly labour, you are apprehended. 

Larger results than any yet realised are fairly to be hoped for and 
expected from the living, progressive beings we hope to mould, from the 
age of improvement in which we live and of which we partake, from the 
growing faith and vigorous power of our teachers, from the assured and 
augmented blessings of our God, from the tender sympathy of our loving 
Jesus, and the grace of the Holy Spirit ; and the nearer we approach to the 
coming of Christ's kingdom, the more we may expect of the richer harvest* 
Remember that maxim in morals, that the power to do good involves the 
obligation to perform it; in other words, that our responsibilities are 
commensurate with our resources. To the rectitude of this principle 
you can frame no valid objection. Let me solicit you, therefore, to gird 
your loins afresh, to renew your commission, and to make our Sabbath-* 
schools what they ought to be — sanctifying agencies and spiritual nurseries 
of the Church. 



Wtomv^^ 



BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH OF ISAAC WALKER, 

WIRKSWORTH. 

When godly men have been spared to acquire a large experience, and 
maintain a lengthened and useful and consistent course, their memory 
becomes proportionately more precious, and better adapted to instruct 
and edify. This was the case with the esteemed individual whose life and 
death we propose very briefly to detail. We may not find in him a 
great man or a learned man, but he was ^' a good man, and feared God 
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above many ;*' and for sixty years acted as a disciple of Jesns, faithfollj 
proclaiming the Word of God. 

Isaac Walker was bom at Wirksworth, in the county of Derby, on 
May 21st, 1801. His father was a gardener in a gentleman's family; his 
mother was a laundress : both were steady, honest, and indastrions, 
bnt lived without religion until the family was mostly grown up. Their 
boy Isaac was delicate, and often afflicted. He began life in troublous 
times, owing to a threatened invasion by the French. Trade and com- 
merce were disturbed, and provisions rose so high that flour was 7s. a 
fitone. When only nine years of age our deceased brother was sent to work 
at the coal pit. He was thrown into the company of a class of men who 
were very profane and ungodly. He soon learned to use their language 
and practise their vices, and this made him feel very miserable. On re- 
turning home from work one evening, as he came through the fields he 
«aw a man under a wall on his knees at prayer. Conviction at once 
iseized him, and in terror he hid himself in the hedge-bottom, and waited 
until the man was gone. 

The only Sabbath-school in Wirksworth at this period was in connec- 
tion with the Established Church, a small school taught in the vestry, and 
but a few teachers. Here he attended until twelve years old. About this 
time a Mrs. Evans, of Derby, came to Wirksworth to preach some anni- 
versary sermons in the Wesleyan Chapel, which had been built about two 
years. This created no small stir in the town. Many false reports were 
soon circulated : one was that this ** Preaching Methody," as she was 
styled, had power to forgive sins. The Sunday scholars were warned not 
to go near her preaching ; but our deceased brother, though young, had 
read the Scriptures, and had, as he thought, a good idea of Gbd's method 
of forgiving and saving sinners, so he stole away to hear the woman 
preach. The chapel was very crowded, and during the service he listened 
attentively, and was much impressed, as she prayed fervently without a 
book, and then preached without a book. He had not seen this before. 
The service altogether had a salutary influence on his mind, and he often 
attended the Wesleyan Chapel afterwards. 

And now he became very uneasy about associating and working with 
the colliers at the pit. When his father called him early one morning to 
go to work he hesitated, and began to weep. His mother, understanding 
it, espoused his cause, and prevailed on his father to allow him to seek 
other employment. He soon found it, and went to work along with a 
younger brother for a Mr. Evans, the husband of the Mrs. Evans, the female 
preacher before referred to, who had became a resident of Wirksworth. 
Our brother soon earned money in his new sphere, which proved a great 
help to his parents in rearing the younger portion of the family. 

Mr. and Mrs. Evans, two good and pious souls, soon after they had 
commenced business in Wirksworth, felt it to be a daty to hold a religions 
service on the premises or in the factory for an hour once a week, to pro- 
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mote the spiritual welfare of their employes, as well as for the good of the 
surrounding neighbourhood. Our brother began to feel mightily the in- 
f uence of the Holy Ghost in these services. 

When about fifteen years of age four out of seven of the family 
were seized with typhus fever, the father amongst the rest. Our friend 
says he felt as if the horrors of hell had got hold upon him, and in his 
distress he cried earnestly, and made promises, that if the Lord would 
only spare him this time he would begin to serve Him. But no sooner 
had he left his bed than, forgetting all his promises, he became as wicked, 
or even worse than before, and thus he went on until seventeen years 

of age. 

In 1818, on the Wednesday before Good Friday, in the fasting, he 
heard Mrs. Evans preach on the sufferings of Christ. She presented the 
truth in such a way that it affected him deeply, and he began in earnest 
io seek the Lord. On Good Friday morning, after service at the chapel, 
it was announced there would be service at the mill-houses in the after 
part of the day. Seeing a number of people going, our brother joined 
ihem, and went with them. A Scotchman, a local preacher, conducted 
the service ; but he had not preached long before he was obliged to stop, 
as there was a general move, so largely was the Spirit poured out that 
many professed to obtain salvation. Our friend was powerfully wrought 
upon, but not willing that any one should know it. In a few days a prayer 
meeting was hel d in a cottage, when he made up his mind to go and seek 
salvation in his own way, and no one should know about it. He sought 
the darkest comer in the house, and, leaning over an old chair, he wept. 
A female kneeling next to him felt a hot tear fall upon her hand, and, 
perceiving his distress, she beckoned to a local preacher present to speak 
to him. He did so, and exhorted him to believe in Jesus. Our brother 
thought he had believed before, but now his mind was led out in such a 
way, and he had such a view of the Saviour hanging on the cross, that if 
he had seen Him with his bodily eyes he could not have had a clearer view 
-of Him ; and as these words came to his mind — 

" And all Thy wounds to sinners cry, 
I suffered this for you," 

lie says— *' Never shall I forget, as I cried out, * Lord, it was for me, for 
me, for me,' my burden left me, my chains fell off ; I was free, I went 
■forth and followed Him ; I became unspeakably happy in Jesus ; I gave 
up my companions in sin, and began at once to meet in class with my 
employer, Mr. Evans. Soon I was solicited to commence exercising my 
gifts in preaching in the fasting, and take my turn with two other young 
men and Mr. and Mrs. Evans. I hesitated for a time, feeling it a cross 
to begin preaching before my shopmates. However, I made a trial, and 
the Lord was with me and blesssed His Word. It was now thought I 
should come on the plan on trial as a local preacher, but not before being 
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examined, and that rather seyerelj. The preacher, among other qaes. 
tions, asked me what I wanted to preach for. I replied, ' The lore of 
Christ constraineth me.' ' Yes,! said he, ' there are many who profess that 
the love of Christ constraineth them, who have no more business to preach- 
than the devil has ;' and farther, he said, < If yon preach it will be an ex- 
pensive affair for yon ; yon will find there will be a good deal of wear and 
tear.' " This our brother found to be true. He next attempted to preach 
his trial sermon, but broke down and failed. This so greatly discouraged 
him that he went to his class-leader and told him that he should give up 
all thoughts of preaching. His leader, however, was a prudent man, and 
told him he must go on, observing — '' he was a poor fighter who gave up 
at the first knock down.*' At this our friend took heart ; and, filled witb 
the love of God and zealous for His cause, he laboured earnestly and in- 
defatigably, travelling over the hills and through the dales of Derbyshire- 
in all sorts of weather, often exhausted and hungry. 

In one of his early appointments he had to walk eighteen miles and 
preach three times, when the roads were rendered almost impassable with 
snow and drizzling rain. He rose early on the Sabbath morning to start 
on his journey, but before he had got half way there, the water had risen 
to such a height that he had to wade through it for some distance up to 
the knees. After preaching in the morning no one asked him to dinner ; 
so, making the best of his way to his second appointment, he had just got 
outside the village when he heard a faint voice calling, ^* Master t 
Master !" and looking round he saw an old woman running towards him. 
As soon as she could recover breath she said, ** I am no member, but I 
am sorry no one asked you to dinner ; if you will go back with me yoa 
will be welcome to the best I have got." Oar brother thankfully accepted 
the invitation, and went with her. He found another aged female living 
with her, who was watching an iron pot on the fire. Presently she took 
up some broth, and putting plenty of sour oatcake into it, gave it to our 
friend, who ate it with as grateful a heart as ever he had in his life.. 
They would have given him meat, but finding they had only as much as 
his three fingers, he would not partake of it, but went on his way with a 
glad heart to his next appointment. How different now is the hospitality 
with which preachers are treated ! 

Sometimes our deceased brother would travel for miles on the Peak ol 
Derbyshire along with Mrs. Evans (Mrs. Evans, I may say, was not only an 
esteemed and valued friend of our brother, but he recognised her as hia 
spiritual mother, and her husband acted to him as a father). On one 
occasion our deceased brother and Mrs. Evans were appointed to preach 
sermons in the Bakewell circuit ; so, thinking it would be much easier 
riding than walking, Mrs. Evans took a pony and our brother a dpnkey» 
After they had gone some distance the donkey became stupid and; would 
not go, whereupon Mrs. Evans remarked, " Thou dost not know /how to 
manage him ;" so after many repeated failures our brother prcTposed ta 
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Mrs. Eyans, Mfho was dissatisfied with his efforts, that they should try a 
chftDge. . With this proposal she readily complied, she mounting the 
donkey and he the pony. But the donkey still remained stupid, and, as 
our brother said, was no more in favour of petticoat government than 
breeches, so he was obliged to lead the donkey himself for some distance. 
In the early part of his labours our deceased brother met with opposi- 
tion and ill-treatment. One day he went to preach at a village called 
Bonsall, where some threw sods and rotten eggs at him, while others 
hissed and shouted. Fortunately, he escaped unhurt ; but from this time 
be was obliged to take out a license for protection, which cost 5s. Then 
be went again to Bonsall, and this time met with a little better reception. 
We have now a good chapel in this place, and have had for some years. 

(To he conclvded in our next.) 
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daniel, a model fob young 

Men. 

BY BEY. DB. PABKBB. 

How independent a man is who has 
risen above the point of mere animal 
life. Temperance all the world over 
is independence. Moderation means 
mastery. There are some men in the 
world who will not be pampered. 
Daniel was one of them ; his compe- 
titors belonged to the same class. 
There are men also whom you can 
seduce from the paths of righteous- 
nesss, and services of duty, by offering 
them wine when it is red in the cap. 
If yon are going upon the King's busi- 
ness, and you hold up wine in the air, 
and say, " Come, taste," the King's 
business may perish. They are drawn 
aside ; they are slaves of their appe- 
tites. Their arms are free; their 
bearts are not bound ; their limbs 
bave upon them no mark, or fetter, or 
manacle, but still they are bondsmen 
of their passions. 

Is not he a strong man who can 
pass by the well-laden table and say, 
"I will not sit down to the feast, be- 
cause I have religious reasons. I 
bave a vow to keep ; I have an errand 
to accomplish ; I have a message to 
deliver." You remember when the 
young man went arm-in-arm with 
John Wesley into a room that was 



well provided with all luxuries for the 
table. He whispered to the preacher, 
*' There is not much self-denial here, 
Mr. Wesley." •* No," said that keen 
wit, " but there is a fine field for its 
exercise." Are you, young man, of 
the kind that can be detained by 
King's food and King's wine, and can 
forget the message as you partake of 
the royal viands ? I had rather be 
that ancient who, looking in upon a 
great stall, where there were all kinds 
of ornaments and luxuries for sale, 
drew himself up, after a while, and 
said, '* How many things there are 
here that I do not want.'* That is 
the right way to look upon life. Don't 
be saying, '' What are we to eat, and 
what are we to drink, or wherewithal 
shall we be clothed ?" The devil will 
hear you, and send you a little portion 
from the King's table, and he will 
arrest you on your errand and detain 
you, though the King's message re- 
quires haste. 

In order to hold yourselves masters 
of your appetites, begin early. It is 
no use a man at forty-five years of 
age beginning to say he is going to 
turn over a new leaf ; the leaves won't 
be turned then. I think, perhaps, I 
may be speaking discouragingly to 
some man who is making at that time 
of life a resolution to be better. Welly 
to resolution, to perseverance, to 
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devout energy it is possible, bat it is 
not easy. Young man, lay down your 
cigar : it will do you no good. Throw 
away your pipe: it does not make 
you manly ; it only makes you a nui- 
sance to other and better people ; and 
don't touch strong drink of any kind 
whatsoever. This is the testimony 
that I have to bear, that he who gives 
way to these things in his youth is 
committing suicide by inches. He 
is taking away his will-power, he is 
dulling his finest spiritual sensibili- 
ties. It does not tell upon him all at 
once, and still he may live to be an 
old man and say, " Well, it is a very 
slow poison." What he might have 
been he never thinks of ; he only sees 
what he is — a tough, much-enduring 
man ; whereas he might have been a 
very prince and king, and guide, and 
friend among the highest classes of the 
land. Be sure of this, you can never 
do wrong by being temperate; you 
cannot be wrong if you are total ab- 
stainers. You may not get very far 
wrong if you go upon the safe line. 
There are some men whom it seems 
impossible to make anything of but 
skin and bone ; but observe, you can- 
not get wrong if you say, " No ; I will 
not touch this. I will have few habits, 
and they shall be simple, pure, such 
as can be named in the hearing of the 
most virtuous, and practised in the 
sight of the keenest moral critic." 

Will that, then, save you ? It will 
not damn you. Is this, then, all the 
Gospel you have to preach? It is 
the beginning. It is far away enough ; 
in fact, it does not touch the great 
vital question at all ; but seeing that I 
have to deal with thousands of people 
of all kinds who hear this ministry 
from time to time, I am obliged to 
give lessons, elementary as well as 
intermediate and final; and to the 
young men before me I would preach 
the example of Daniel ; the duty, the 
beauty, the comfort, the grandeur of 
the discipline that says, '* The food is 
excellent, the wine is the most deli- 
cious that ever was offered by the vin- 
tages of the earth, but I say * No ' to 
them both. I will touch not, taste 
not, handle not.*' It is something 
•early in life (for Daniel was quite a 
joung man at tiie time the text speaks 
<of him) to say ** No " with a thrilling 



emphasis. You talk about discipline ! 
Discipline is a manifold town; it 
covers a great deal of ground. Let 
me ask you to attend to the discipline 
of saying, *' No ;" a discipline of the 
soul, the discipline which enables a 
man to look at a bodily advantage, 
and to say, " I will not touch it ;" the 
discipline which enables a man to re- 
ceive an invitation on gilt-edged paper 
and scented to spend an evening with 
sinners in their gluttony and their 
wine-bibbing, and that enables him to 
put it in the fire. No man can do so 
in a right spirit without taking a step 
in the upward direction. 

As a minister, visiting all parts of 
the country for the last twenty years, 
I have never gone anywhere that 
being an anti-smoker was an objection 
to my going. I have gone to places 
where my smoking would have been 
a deadly objection. You can't go 
anywhere where discipline will be a 
disadvantage to you, and where the 
power of saying " No " to appetite's 
dictates will go against you ; but in 
life you will be very often placed in 
circumstances where yoar longings, 
and hungerings, and evil habitudes 
will stand in your way and blight your 
prospects. 

My hope in this matter is in the 
young. As to the old, I have little or 
no hope. They are gone. They will 
hear our lectures and sneer at them. 
We may speak to them about modera- 
tion, but the devil has the better of 
them. They cannot hear, for their 
ears are closed and heavy. Daniel 
then said to the man who was in 
charge, and with whom God had 
given him favour, ** Prove thy ser- 
vants, I beseech thee, ten days, and 
let them give us pulse to eat, and 
water to drink. Then let our coun- 
tenances be looked upon before thee, 
and the countenance of the cliildren 
that eat of the portion of the King's 
meat, and, as thou seest, deal with 
thy servants. So he consented to 
them in this matter, and proved them 
ten days. And at the end of ten days 
their countenance appeared fair and 
fatter in flesh than all the children 
that did eat the portion of the Kings 
meat." "A little that a righteous 
man hath is better than the riches of 
many wicked." - ^ 
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The Empress Engenie has intimated 
to the Union Steamship Company 
her intention to embark in their 
royal mail steamship Oermania, in 
March next, that she may spend the 
1st of Jane (the anniversary of Prince 
Napoleon's death) on the spot in 
Zulaland where her son lost his life. 
Such devotion will be one of the 
most remarkable instances on record 
of a mother's affection. 

Oct of 1,460 vessels belonging to 
all natioQS which made the passage of 
the Saez Canal daring the past year, 
1,127 of them were English. 

The Boers in the Transvaal have 
hardly settled down yet to give up the 
idea of their independence. They 
appear to forget that the native 
population is concerned in the ques- 
tion. In the Zoutspanberg and 
Waterburg districts alone the natives 
are said to number 500,000. 

The Queenstown Free Press, a few 
weeks since, contained an offer for 
sale of many thousands of acres — ^late 
Gaika territory. Poor Sandilli, a 
noble chief, was killed, and his people 
afternrards removed over the Kei ; and 
now this immense fine tract of land is 
sold by the Colonial Government. 
The colonists may try to justify such 
cmel proceedings, but we question the 
justice of them. 

The deceptions of spiritualism have 
again and again been exposed. One 
of the most recent and most success- 
^ exposures is explained in a letter 
to the Times, signed by Sir George 
H. Sitwell and Carl von Buch. 
These correspondents say : — ** We 
were advised by an eminent spiri- 
tualist to attend at 38, Great Eussell 
Street (British National Association 
of Spiritualists). On the third visit 
we were accompanied by a friend, 
Mr. John C. Fell, with his wife. The 
spirit * Marie ' again appeared, and 
rendered our former suspicions almost 
<^rtain by the audible sound of un- 
dressing within the curtain, and by 
the * unspiritual * levity of her beha- 
viour and conversation. One of us 
^y a sudden rush intercepted and 
gently held the * spirit,' while another 



dashed into the curtains, and, draw- 
ing them aside, displayed the me- 
dium's empty chair, with the knot 
slipped, her dress, stockings, boots, 
and other discarded garments. All 
present, except the officials, thanked 
us for exposing the deception." 

Speaking at a meeting at Birming- 
ham, Mr. Bright stated a plan which, 
in his opinion, would cure some of the 
ills of Ireland : — " I would so legislate 
that the present generation should 
be the absolute owners of the land, 
and that the next generation should 
also be its absolute owners. Neither 
this nor the next generation should be 
able to dictate to future generations 
who should own it. I would have a 
compulsory registration of all landed 
property, so that it would be easy at 
the expense of only a few shillings, or 
a very few pounds, to transfer a farm 
or an estate from one man to another 
by an absolutely legal and definite 
sale. You may tell me that it is a 
difficult thing to do ; but it is done 
elsewhere, and it may be done here." 
Mr. Bright's plan would also make 
provision to lend money at a low rate 
of interest to tenants who might 
desire to purchase their occupations. 

In view of the approaching general 
election, the Committee of the Libera- 
tion Society has just issued a mani- 
festo and a series of instructions to 
its supporters throughout the country. 
Speaking of the Church of Scotland, 
the Committee says : — "In Edin- 
burgh it is a minority of one-sixth ; 
in Glasgow of one-twentieth ; and in 
other large towns it is in the same 
position. In the Highlands it is still 
weaker; its churches being nearly 
empty, while those of the Free and 
other Churches are well attended. 
The people have left the Establish- 
ment, which, nevertheless, has a 
revenue of about J9d00,000 a year, 
some of which is wasted on ministers 
with only nominal congregations." 

A FLOOD in the island St. Eitts has 
been most disastrous. Two hundred 
lives have been lost by the inunda- 
tion, and property to the extent of 
J6250,000 has been destroyed, the 
whole island being devastated. The 
torrent rolled on into the town of 
Basseterre carrying with it roofsi, 
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trees, timbers, and branohes of trees. 
Landslips added to the terrors of the 
scene. Sugar-fields were levelled to 
the ground, or torn up in masses; 
deep gullies were washed in the roads ; 
sugar-houses and dwelling-places were 
borne bodily away, and the waters 
rushed headlong to the sea with their 
freight of drowned cattle and strug- 
gling human beings. Large quantities 
of provisions and all the sugar for 
shipment have been swept away. 

Mb. Benjamin Whitworth, M.P., 
in speaking a few days since at a 
meeting in Manchester^of the drunken 
habits of the English people, said that 
the firm with which he was connected, 
which had a grand capital of £900,000, 
annually lost ^35,000 by the employes 
refusing to commence the week's work 
on Monday morning. 

We have often urged increased 
Methodist effort on behalf of France. 
The Rev. W. Gibson has just been 
calling attention to this important 
subject by bringing to notice senti- 
ments delivered by the President of 
the Methodist Conference (the Rev. 
B. Gregory) a few years since— -sen- 
timents which are more applicable 
now than when first delivered : — *' No 
field would better remunerate mis- 
sionary labour; and Frenchmen, 
when converted, would form a splen- 
did class of missionaries to help in 
the evangelisation of the world. 
Roman Catholicism had little hold of 
the people, excepting the women and 
the peasantry; infidelity was ram- 
pant, and hypocrisy abounded — such 
was the condition of the nation close 
by us. Now was the golden oppor- 
tunity for Methodism /" 

The Hittites mentioned in the 
Books of Kings were until recently 
considered to have been only an 
obscure people ; but discoveries of 
Mr. Consul Henderson go to show 
this ancient people to have been a 
powerful nation of Western Asia. 
Mr. Henderson has discovered several 
Carchemish monuments in a mound, 
and ruins which go by the name of 
Jerabis. What the Hittites were in 
race and language is still unknown, 
and can only be determined when the 
excavations at Jerabis have been 
carried further, and the discovery of 



more inscriptions has furnished us 
with means of deciphering them. In 
the words of an eminent Egyptian 
scholar, *' future discoveries will afford 
convincing proofs " that this Empire, 
" in the highest antiquity, was of an 
importance which we can now only 
guess at." 

Gebmant spent Jg21,000,000 on its 
armaments last year — double what it 
spent fifteen years ago ; Russia last 
year spent ^36,000,000; France 
spent £27,000,000 — in each case a 
large increase on 1865. England 
last year spent ^£32,000,000, being 
more than any of the great Con- 
tinental nations spent, Russia only 
excepted. 

Speakimg recently before the Hud- 
dersfield Chamber of Commerce, 
Lord Derby is reported to have said : 
— " The Continent, for the most part, 
is given over to great military em- 
pires ; and military ism cannot exist 
with industry on a great scale. One 
must destroy the other. Do yoa 
think that the emperors, grand dukes, 
archdukes, field-marshals, and tre- 
mendous personages of that sort, 
really want the manufacturing in- 
dustries of their empires to be de- 
veloped? Do you suppose it would 
suit them to have to do with an 
intelligent, keen-witted, critical, and 
well-to-do population, such as our 
northern towns in England contain? 
Depend upon it, they are not such 
fools. They know their business 
better ! " 

Germany has an army of 2,600,000 
trained men, including the reserves 
and the Landsturm. But Prince 
Bismark and Count Moltke deem this 
enormous number of fighting men 
insufficient to protect the Fatherland 
should war arise ; so isteps are being 
taken to call out an additional 
90,000 men and 360 guns, to be added 
to the regular forces. The pretended 
reason for this precautionary step ib, 
that France has 300 battalions and 
Russia 660 battalions ready for the 
field more than the Germans have. 
Military law is already an ahnost 
unbearable pressure upon the German 
nation, and this fresh call for troops 
will add heavily to the burden. 
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The firm stand which Sir Henry 
Layard made on behalf of Dr. KoUer, 
the representative of a British Mis- 
sionary Society, who was translating 
into Turkey the Book of Common 
Prayer and certain relifirious tracts, 
and a Khodja named Ahmed, who 
assisted in revising the translations, 
has been in every way successfol. 
Whatever may be said about the in- 
dependence of the Sultan of Turkey, 
the Ottoman power is evidently bro- 
ken, and a real foundation for religious 
liberty appears about to be laid. 

The Local Preachers* year is 
rapidly passing away. At the January 
Committee meeting the income for the 
month fell short of the expenditure 
nearly jglOO ; and the receipts since 
the last audit had also fallen short a 
considerable amount, when compared 
with the expenditure. It will require 
every efifort of all our friends to keep 
pace with our increasing expenditure. 



Financial and General Report of 
Mrs. Hampton's Home, 20, Comp- 
ton Terrace, Islington, London, N. 

h the early days of our religious 
coarse, when we attended public 
meetings in behalf of Sunday-schools, 
Missionary, Tract, and Bible So- 
cieties, &c., the speakers so placed 
their objects before us that they were 
to oor unsophisticated mind each 
one as best. Something of the same 
feeling still exists. On looking over 
this report we could not help saying, 
" What a capital institution it is ! 
ftnd what a deal of good at a very 
small cost it has done t '* Here is no 
overpaid officer ; in fact, there is no 
one paid except the matron: and 
^hat does she get for her year's ser- 
^ce?— ^23 10s. Mrs. Hampton is 
gearing herself out, and subjecting 
oerself to every inconvenience, in an 
ondeavour to restore fallen females, 
^d Baccour their helpless infants. 
The report states, ** Mrs. Hampton is 
frequently obliged to take into her 
^Q bedroom such infants as are fret- 
nil or troublesome, and to sacrifice her 
own much-needed rest in order that 



the poor mothers may have more 
quiet, and a better chance of quick 
recovery." Think of this, ye gay, 
luxurious females, who never stretch 
forth a hand to raise a fallen sister. 
We think the Great Judge of all will 
say of Mrs. Hampton and her self- 
sacrificing helpers, " They have done 
what they could.*' 

Eighty-one cases have been received 
into the home in two years. Of these 
there are seventy-three of which the 
Committee can report favourably. This 
is a large proportion; and it shows 
that the society is taking the fallen 
ones at the proper time, and thus 
preventing their falling deeper and 
deeper. 

Subscriptions will be received by 
any of the Hon. Officers, addressed to 
20, Oompton Terrace, Islington, Lon- 
don, N., or by Barclay, Bevan & Co., 
bankers, Lombard Street, E.C. 

China's Millions, London : Morgan 
and Soott. Price 3s. 6d. 

We can only repeat what we said last 
year respecting this extraordinary 
penny monthly. There is nothing in 
the market equal to it at the price. 
Paper, printing, and engravings, are 
all above praise ; and when the binder 
adds the. splendid cover to the twelve 
numbers, the climax is reached. 

As regards the Society of which 
it is the organ, it commenced its 
operations in 1854, and has now sixty- 
seven missionaries employed, inde- 
pendent of twenty-one missionaries' 
wives ; most of these as fully em- 
ployed in the work as their husbands. 
Twenty of the sixty-nine missionaries 
are Christian ladies. In addition to 
these English missionaries, there are 
twelve native pastors, thirty-six evan- 
gelists, thirty-seven preachers, col- 
porteurs, and schoolmasters, and ten 
Bible women. 

The chairman at the annual meeting 
said, " He believed that the meeting 
was aware that their missionaries 
went out without any guarantee of 
incomes. The Mission would help 
them to the utmost extent of the con- 
tributions sent in would enable ; but 
those who went forth distinctly un- 
derstood that their dependence must 
be in God, and not in the mission.." 
(Page 30.) 
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Many of these brethren and sisters 
who go oat to gather into Christ's 
fold the wandering Chinese millions, 
not only give themselves to the work, 
but consecrate their property to the 
same service. As one of the speakers 
said, " That the Mission did not gua- 
rantee any salary was a pretty good 
test, for a man's heart should be 
right to go out under such circum- 
stances." We should think so too. 
What a contrast this te the inquiry 
which is not unfrequently made when 
a preacher is invited to a Methodist 
Circuit, ** What salary is given? 
Is it a laborious circuit ? What 
kind of a house is there to live in ? " 
" I have coveted no man*s silver or 
gold ; yea, these hands have minis- 
tered to my necessities," said the dis- 
interested Paul ; and we have little 
hope of the world's conversion until 
this spirit returns to the Christian 
Church. 

This Chinese Mission is supported 
by spontaneous contributors. The 
amount received for the year, nearly 
the whole of it through the post, from 
a few postage stamps to ^500, was 
^9,983 lis. lid. So that there is not 
the usual machinery employed of 
public meetings, &c. 

A Calendar for 200 Years, By Gko. 
Curtis. Edmondson & Co., Skip- 
ton. Post free for Is. Id. in stamps. 

Anybody whose pursuits involve a 
reference to dates, *^da5w— at^week, 
Easter days, &c., would fine 
sheet calendar an excellent reference, 
and it would answer his inquiries 
with wonderful readiness. 



OLD AGE. 

BY SOUTHEY. 

" You are old, father Waiiam," the yonng 
man cried, 
" The few locks that are left yon are grey; 
You are hale, father William, a hearty old 
man — 
Now tell me the reason, I pray ?'* 

" In the days of my youth," father William 
replied, 
"I remembered that youth would fly fast ; 
And abased not my health and my vigoxu: 
at first, 
That I never might need them at last." 



** Yon are old, father William," the jovaag 
man cried, 
" And pleasures with youth pass away; 
And yet you lament not the days that are 
gone — 
Now tell me the reason, I pray ?" 

*• In the days of my youth," father William 
replied, 
" I remembered that youth would not 
last; 
I thought on the future, whatever I did. 
That I never might grieve for the past. 
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" Yon are old, father William," the young 
man cried, 
*' And life must be hast'ning away ; 
Yon are cheerful, and love to converse upon 
death — 
Now tell me the reason, I pray ?" 

" I am cheerful, young man," father Wil- 
liam replied ; 
" Let the cause thy attention engage. 
In the days of my youth I remembered my 
God, 
And He hath not forgotten my age." 



A PETITION TO TIME. 

Touch us gently. Time ! 

Let ns glide down thy stream 
Gently, — as we sometimes glide 

Through a quiet dream ! 
Humble voyagers are we. 
Husband, wife, and children three^ 
(One is lost, — an angel, fled 
To the azure overhead I) 

Touch ns gently. Time 1 

We've not proud nor soaring wings: 
Our ambition, our content, 

Lies in simple things. 
Humble voyagers are we,. 
O'er Life's dim unsounded sea, 
Seeking only some calm clime, 
■^^ouoh us gently f gentle Time ! 
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" SPEAK GENTLY^O THE ERRING !*• 

BY FREDEBICK oJ^BGE LEE. 

Speak gently to the enf 

Ye know not all the pc 
With which the dark temi, 

In some unguarded houi 
Ye may not know how eai 

They struggled, or how 
Until the hour of weakness Icame, 

And sadly thus they fell I \ 

Speak gently of the erring — 

Oh ! do not thou forget, , 
However darkly stain'd by si ^, 

He is thy brother yet. f 
Heir of the self- same heritaffi^, 

Child of the self-same GoSi 
He hath but stumbled in th^ P^^ 

Thon hast in weakness tr< 
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Speak kindly to the erring^ 

For is it not enough 
That innocence and peace are gone, 

Withont thy censnre rough ? 
It surely is a weary lot 

That sin-crashed heart to bear ; 
And they who share a happier fate 

Their chidings well may spare. 

Speak kindly to the erring — 

Then yet mayst lead him back, 
With holy words, and tones of love, 

From Mis'ry's thorny track: 
Forget not thon hast often sinn'd, 

And sinfnl yet must be ; 
Deal kindly with the erring one. 

As God hath dealt with thee t 



MB. ISAAC MABSDEN'S EVAN- 
lEUSTIC WORK AT NEWPORT, 
YORKSHIRE. 

ta old friend and brother, Mr. I. 

irsden, who, many years ago gave 

business, that he might devote 

aself altogether to the service of 

Ast as a gratnitons evangelist in 

)thodism, and v^ho has been the 

'8t saccessful winner of souls in 

tgland, within our knowledge, since 

t days of the eminent James 

ttghey, has been conducting a 

*ion at a place called Newport, 

rorkshire. It is not much known, 

Is situate, we believe, somewhere 

w Humber, not far from Goole. 

paper, the " Goole Weekly 

I," of Jan. 16th, gives the foUow- 

resting account of our brother 

work. We rejoice both in 

it, and gladly transfer the 

pages. 

mission services have 

' 18 village by Mr. Isaac 

.^ ncaster, commencing 

th. The Wesleyan 

. .. ene and centre of 

^elistic operations, 

; night after night 

seen wending their 

labourers, watermen 

^ -s men, boys and girls, 

-. ^ • ..vv maidens, old men and 

^ . " *■■* "" c the proclamation of 

■ • .t./y//;^- iQ lipg of this oamest 

• • V vI/'^^'\. Jrker. But his services 
1 ; . "'f '"''/•.'VA means confined to the 
^'th^ieS^^^^^'^ the school. room, out in 
^^^aiie(fia)T' *^'» ^"^^ iji ^'^ cottage, the 



▼oioe of the missioner was heard. 
Having a well-defined purpose and a 
worthy object in view, in spite of all 
impediments and discouragementSy 
he addressed himself in right good 
earnest to the all-important business 
he had in hand. Never did a trades- 
man use more diligent means in 
seeking a customer than Mr. Marsden 
did for an opportunity to speak a word 
for his Great Master. At one time 
addressing an invitation to a passer- 
by, at another speaking with sim- 
plicity to a little child, here a hymn 
of praise, there the presentation of a 
suitable tract; now a very dark 
picture of sin and its terrible conse- 
quences, then pointing the poor sinner 
to the one great and effectual remedy 
in the Gospel ; sometimes a pleasant 
lecture to the children, at other times 
an address to young men ; then again, 
an earnest Gospel sermon to a mixed 
congregation. Indeed he embraced 
the whole population in bis compre- 
hensive intercession and disinterested 
labours. All neglecters of salvation 
— the Sabbath-breaker, the gambler, 
the drunkard, the infidel, and the 
worldling, were all faithfully dealt 
with; mockers, snarlers, and luke- 
warm professors were rebuked and 
cautioned. The anxious inquirer, the 
weeping penitent, the returning pro- 
digal, and the Christian worker, were 
all suitably encouraged, and stimu- 
lated to look forward and press 
onward in the good way. Occasion- 
ally the mission preacher took liia 
stand in the centre of the village, and 
lifted up on the pole of the Gospel the 
only Object of Hope for a sin-bitten 
and sin-cursed world. Many went to 
hear him from curiosity, and some, 
convinced of sin under his heart- 
searching addresses, remained to pray; 
others returned home to come no 
more, the fire being too hot for them. 
The church, upon the whole, received 
him with outstretched arms, and 
worked in harmony with him. Alas 
for the sleeper, the laggard, the idler, 
the formalist, and the mere time- 
server ! these writhed under his cutting 
and searching rebukes and the lashes 
of an awakened conscience. Most 
important subjects were brought for- 
ward, and his sermons were plain, 
practical, and evangelical, and deli- 
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vered with impassioned earnestness. 
In tlie coarse of bis ministrations he 
took occasion to denounce and expose 
various social and moral evils, such 
as the laxity in the exercise of paren- 
tal authority, commercial dishonesty, 
deceits and tricks in trade, evil asso- 
ciations, light and trifling conversa- 
tion. A noon-day prayer meeting 
was held each day, and an inquiry 
meeting after each evening service. 
The Gospel was sung in appropriate 
hymns and songs, in which service 
the juvenile mission band took an 
active part. The question may arise, 
* Has any good been done ? ' We 
answer, fruit is already seen in an in- 
crease of life in the members, and an 
increase of power in the service of 
the church, and there is a stronger 
desire for mutual sympathy and fra- 
ternal intercourse. Good seed has 
been sown broadcast with a liberal 
hand, and it may be that it will take 
root and bring forth fruit after the 
hand of the sower is still in the grave. 
May the sower and the reaper return, 
bringing their sheaves with them." 



BELIGIOUSLIFE AND PROGRESS IN 
GERMANY. 

In 1856 there were few if any Sun- 
day Schools, in the English sense 
of the word, in connexion with the 
Established or other Churches of Ger- 
many ; whereas in 1877 their numbers 
exceed 1,300, with more than 5,000 
teachers, and about 100,000 scholars. 
There were then but two Christian 
homes for artisans and journeymen 
mechanics; now (1877) there are about 
130, in which hundreds of thousands 
of working men are lodged every year, 
and for the time screened from the 
foul moral atmosphere of the cheap 
lodging-houses. In 1856 the eight 
German Missionary Societies (includ- 
ing that of Basle) had 143 stations, 
and an income of ^647,588 ; in 1876 
they had 298 stations, and an income 
of ^107,000. Home Missions, in their 
present organised form, arose only 
seven years prior to 1866 ; they have 
since then spread over the land a vast 
network of institutions for the succour 



of the tempted, the reclaiming of 
the fallen, the nursing of the sick, the 
shelter of the aged, and the reconcilia- 
tion of classes socially estranged. It 
is not pretended that all these are 
the direct fruits of this (the Bible) 
Society's work ; yet there is no branch 
of this manifold activity with which it 
has not co-operated ; as the Asylum, 
the Hospital, the Kefuge, the Sunday 
School, the Deaconesses' Homes, and 
all the other institutions can abun- 
dantly testify The shadows 

of German and Swiss religious life 
are deep and dark enougli. New 
clouds even are visible, black as the 
blackest of those already on the sky ; 
but behind tl^e clouds there is light ; 
and between them shoots forth the 
cheering ray. The glory which we 
see is glory not departing but advanc- 
ing ; and the Bible Societies — our own 
at their head — are playing no unim- 
portant part in accelerating the ad- 
vance. — Report of the British and 
Foreign Bible Society, 1877, p.p. 31,32. 



EVANGELICAL LIFE MANIFESTED 
IN ITALY. 

The Waldensian congregation in the 
city of Milan has been accustomed 
to meet in a small building in an ob- 
scure neighbourhood ; recently, bow- 
ever, the church has succeeded, after 
much efifort and encountering no little 
opposition, in obtaininsf by purchase 
the ancient Church of San Giovanni 
in Conca, a fine old Basilica known 
to have been in existence ad. 879 — a 
thousand years ago ; and how long 
before that date is uncertain. The 
cost of the building and necessary 
alterations and repairs, is estimated at 
^4,000 ; a large sum for the Walden- 
sians to raise. But the fact of their 
having adopted the measures they 
have for obtaining possession of such 
a place, and encountering so formid- 
able an outlay, is an unmistakable 
evidence of evangelical life and zeal 
in that community. 

A more delightful matter for iw» 
that carries off our sympathy ia a 
freer and fuller tide, is a narrative 
which we take from Evangeliew> 
Christendom, pp. 333-4, 1879, a« 
follows : — 
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" One who has heen spending the 
sammer in the Italian mountains, 

• writes to a friend as follows: — Ma- 
<iugnaga is a most heautiful spot in 
the Y&L Angasea, at the foot of Monte 
Eosa. There is no carriage road up 
to it. The last three hours you have 
to be carried up in chaises d porteurs. 
There are four snow passes, which all 
go up to the Kiffel and Zermatt. We 
were very much interested in the 
people of the valleys. They are 
Italians, and the professed religion is 
Roman Catholic ; but we found among 
them a few who called themselves 

* Christiani non Oatholici ' (Christians 
not Gatholics, or Christians not of the 
Homanist kind)., and soon we got to 
know them by their faces. We had 
heard there was an ancient church in 
the mountains which had kept to the 
early faith, and that at Domo d'Ossola 
(a town in the route from the Simplon 
Pass to Stressa and Milan) there 
was a gathering-place for them on 
Sundays, and that they would walk 
for hours over the wild passes to be 
present at this service. One day our 
wishes to know these people were 
realised in a strange way. I was 
taking a short walk, and met a knife- 
grinder who had come up to Macug- 
naga to sharpen scissors. A razor 
was brought to him to sharpen, and 
as I passed I heard the old man say- 
ing to himself, over and over again, 
as he rubbed it up and down, * Whoso 
addeth or taketh therefrom, his part 
shall be taken away.' Something 
prompted me to go up and say, ' Add- 
eth or taketh from what?' He 
looked up so quickly and said, * From 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ.' Then 
we got on common ground, and he 
told me of the dear people scattered 
up and down, and that he went in the 
way to see them and talk to them, for 
many of them were afraid to let their 
faith be known for fear of persecution; 
not that they can be injured openly, 
but the landlords give them notice to 
quit their houses, and the masters 
take their work from them. The old 
man was going to Varello, and Vo- 
gogno, and other small towns to see 
his people, trundling his little ma- 
chine, and supporting himself on the 
road. A few days after the pastor 
&nd his sister walked over from Domo 



d'Ossola to see ns — thirteen hours 
each way. The pastor said there 
were about thirty children in his con- 
gregation, about whom he was very 
anxious ; for as their homes were so 
distant, he could see them only on 

Sundavs We resolved to 

go and visit Domo d'Ossola, and see 
the church, and ascertain if we could 
open a branch of our work there under 
the pastor. So we went, and had 
such a greeting from many of the 
poor there ! We liked the pastor and 
his wife extremely ; and, strange to 
say, the knife-grinder returned from 
his tour the very day of our arrival, 
and we learned from the pastor what 
a *caro frutella' {dear brother) he 
was, and how helpful to him. We 
made one proposition — that he should 
have fifteen or twenty children under 
his roof to train early ; and when old 
enough, that he should send them to 
us in Rome, to learn a trade. When 
I first met my old man, I asked him 
if he were a Waldensian ; but he did 
not seem to know the name, and only 
said iie was an ' Evangelico,' which I 
suppose might be translated by a 

* Bible Christian/ as it seems to 
answer to our old English word 

* Gospeller.' " 



TRUTH. 
Inquiby is to truth what friction is to 
the diamond ; it proves its hardness, 
adds to its lustre, and excites new 
admiration. 



^(jittomtna of t|fe Pan%« 

MARCH. 

Mabch, the third month of the year, 
according to modern computations, 
containing thirty- one days. The 
Roman year originally began with 
March, and was in fact so considered 
in England before the alteration of 
the style, the legal year commencing 
on the 25th of March. Our Anglo- 
Saxon ancestors called it most com- 
monly Hyld Monathf loud or stormy 
month. The name of the month is 
said to be derived from that of Mars, 
the god of war. 

There is an old proverb, mentioned 
by various writers, which represents 
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March as borrowing certain days from 
April. These are called by the rustics 
in many parts, both of England and 
Scotland, the Borrowed Days, They 
are particularly noticed in the poem 
called " The Complaint of Scotland "— 

** March said to Aperill 
I see three hogs upon a hill ; 
But lend yonr first three days to me, ] 
And I'll be bomid to gar them die. 
The first it shall be wind and weet, 
The next it shall be snow and sleet, 
The third it shall be sic a freeze, 
Sail gar the birds stic& to the trees, 
And when the borrowed days were gone, 
The three silly hogs came hophnhame." 

Bay, in his collection, has a proverb 
relating to this month, viz., that " a 
bushel of March dust is worth a king's 
ransom ;" thereby expressing the im- 
portance of dry or dusty weather at 
this particular season of the year, in 
an agricultural point of view. 

The month begins on a Monday and 
ends on a Wednesday. The sun rises 
on the Ist at forty-seven minutes after 
six, and sets at thirty-nine minutes 
after five. On the 31st the sun rises 
forty minutes after five, and sets at 
twenty-nine minutes after six. Thus 
the day has lengthened upwards of two 
hours during the month. 

New moon on the 11th and full 
moon on the 26th. 



The weather predictions are that 
March will be a variable month, tern* 
perature high for the season about the 
15th and 24th, very low about the 4th, 
storms about the 4th, 8th to 11th, and 
28th. Among other predictions it is 
stated the President of America will 
have enough to do to exercise hia 
moderation, or the Chinese will be in 
trouble. Kussia exciting discord by 
over taxation. Great excitement on 
the London Stock Exchange ; and 
what is more strange than anything 
else, the Divorce Courts are to be very 
busy. 

FIVE SUNDAYS IN FEBRUARY. 

In response to your request, I forward 
you the following information on the 
above subject. Twice before during 
the present century there have been 
five Sundays in February, viz. in 1824 
and 1852, and now again 1880. The 
same would recur at regular intervals 
of 28 years, were it not for the omis- 
sion of leap year for three out of four 
of the even centuries. The year 190O 
will not be a leap year, consequently 
there will not be five Sundays in. 
February again until 1920, forty years 
hence. It will then occur every 28 
years until 2088, when there will be 
another interval of 40 years. 

George Curtis. 
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AT IT, AND ALL AT IT. 

Dear Bro. Sims, — Pursuant to the 
promise made at our last Annual 
Meeting I have been playing at the 
game of " Doing your Duty " in this 
district. The result so far indicates 
success. Towcester determines upon 
a Circuit-gleaning. Newport-Pag- 
nell has done a little. I went thither 
to help lauDch the net. We look, 
next time, for a larger haul. Thame 
friends feel that they have been too 
tame in the past, and are resolving 
npon greater things in the future. 
Buckingham, with such a good *' Car- 
ter " to hold the reins, don't mean to 



be behind in the race. High Wy- 
combe is expected to do more. The 
" North " is awake ! The South must 
come to our aid ; benevolent breezes 
must blow throughout the Circuit, 
that the golden spices may flow out. 
The Mutual-Aid thermometer of 
Aylesbury must still indicate summer- 
warmth. Brothers Benson, Madder, 
and myself are expecting soon to 
lead the Dunstable branch out into 
the sunshine of the Master's smile, 
in doing something for our aged and 
infirm brethren. We hope to give 
our friends in the Leighton Buzzard 
Circuit ample opportunities of testify- 
ing their love to our God-like Associa- 
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tioD, ere March marches away. Let 
OB remember that the strength and 
Talae of a promise is in its perform- 
ance! Let other districts be pro- 
voked to love and good works, then 
our esteemed President will be grati- 
fied, onr Committee will be satisfied, 
and the interests of onr Association 
will be secured. 

Yours, in the best of bonds, 
Aylesbury. John Rose. 



To the Editors of the Local Preciohers* 
Magazine, 

DisAB Brethren, — By invitation 
of the Secretary, and in company with 
Brother Nicholson, it was my privi- 
lege on Saturday evening last, Feb. 
7th, 1880, to meet the members of 
" The United Methodist Free Church 
Local Preachers* Mutual-Aid So- 
ciety," at their Quarterly Meeting, 
held in the vestry of Lever Street 
Chapel, Manchester. 

It appears that on some previous 
occasions they had considered the 
important question of uniting their 
Society with our Association; and 
having received from our General 
Committee a statement of the terms 
on which the union would be con- 
summated, each member of the So- 
ciety was notified that the amalga- 
mation would be proposed at the 
meeting, and each one was desired to 
state his views on the matter. I am 
now pleased to say that after a few 
very reasonable inquiries — vindicating 
judgment and due caution — ^it was 
unanimously resolved that the Society 
amalgamate with the ** Wesleyan 
Methodist Local Preachers' Mutual- 
Aid Association," on the conditions 
named by our Committee. On the 
question of remaining a distinct 
branch or uniting with the existing 
one, after some discussion the former 
position was chosen, with the privi- 
I^e of giving and accepting frequent 
brotherly intercourse with the mem- 
bers of the original Manchester 
Branch. Several of the brethren are 
readers of the '* Local I^eachers' 
Magazine;" and I believe this has 
tended to promote the welcome event. 
They are arranging for a supply of 
the Magazine monthly. 



I hail this union, not so much from 
pecuniary considerations, but as 
another expression indeed, and in 
truth of fraternal feeling, *' All ye are 
brethren." 

Yours sincerely, 
Manchester, A. Andrew. 

Feb. 9th, 1880. 



A THANE OFFEBING. 

Our old friend. Brother G. Shirley, 
of Hartwell, near Aylesbury, Bucks, 
writes: 

My Dear Friend, — ^As my heavenly 
Father has spared me to pass another 
milestone in the journey of life, 
while thousands of my fellow crea- 
tures have been called away or con- 
fined to a bed of affliction, I have 
been asking myself how I can show 
my gratitude for all the goodness of 
the Lord towards me. 

As a small token of gratitude 
which I owe to the great Giver of all 
good, I enclose one pound for the 
benefit of our dear old worn-out and 
needy Local Preachers. I send this 
as a thank offering and New Year's 
gift, with a hope that others, whose 
life has been crowned with loving- 
kindness and tender mercy may be 
induced to do likewise. 

Jan. Idth, 1880. 

P.S. — This was omitted in our 
number for February through an 
oversight. 

The above is independent of our 
brother's subscription as an Honorary 
Member. 



OUB VETERANS. 

Kg. 37 

Is an old veteran in his 80th year, 

and 54 years a local preacher, yet 
after so many years' service he returns 
his grateful thanks for the Christmas 
gift of 10s. 

No. 38 
Dear Sir, — Keceived this day 

through the Branch Secretary, the 
sum of 10s., being the annual gift of 
the late J. Wild, Esq. (whose name- 
to every needy brother is as ointment 
poured forth), for which I am deeply 
thankful. I also desire to express my^ 
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deep sense of gratitade ta yourself and 
the committee generally for their 
liberality and untiring efforts to extend 
the benefits of the Association, and to 
sustain its funds. 
To God be all the glory. 

I am, dear Sir, 
Yours very affectionately, 

T. F. 

No. 41 

This good brother is something 

more than a receiver ; he is a zealous 
worker for the Association, having 
visited all the local preachers on the 
plan to get them all to join the Asso- 
ciation. He tells us that the younger 
ones say they will wait till they get 
older ; then they may join. He has 
not, however, laboured in vain ; for in 
the last three months he has secured 
one honorary member who has given 
21s. ; and three honorary contributors 
who have given 10s. 6d. each, making 
altogether £2 12s. 6d. Well done, 
No. 41 ; would that we had many more 
like you. 

No. 43 

Deab Sir, — I again sit down in the 
place of my grandfather, to express 
his thankfulness for the Christmas 
gift of 10s. which he has received. 
Since I^last wrote, my grandmother 
has entered into rest. Grandfather is 
becoming weaker and more infirm in 
body, but he is looking forward with 
glowing hope of shortly joining hands 
with her who has gone before into a 
better world. 

Yours, &c. 
F.L 

Mo. 49 

D£AR SiB, — It is with thankfulness 

I write to tell you that I received Mr. 

Wild's gift of 10s., and found it most 

acceptable, as I am very infirm. I am 

now 84 years of age. 

Yours in Jesus, 

T.C. 

No. 50 

Dear Sir, — ^I am thankful to be a 
recipient of Mr. Wild's bounty ; it came 
in very nicely at this inclement season. 
I am now in my 77 th year and able to 
get to take a few appointments near 
£ome, and am still trying to do what 



I can for Him whose I am, and whom 
I am endeavouring to serve. 
^I am, dear Sir, 

Yours very truly, 
R. B. 

No. 64 

Dear Sis, — ^I return you my heart- 
felt gratitude for the 10s. yon so kindly 
sent me. lo my old age it comes a great 
blessing to me. WiU you convey this 
expression of my thanks to the trustees 
of the late J. WUd, Esq., for their 
kindness? I feel great pleasure in 
reading the Magazine. 

I feel the infirmities of age growing 
upon me, but can rejoice that, whilst 
the outward man decays, the inward 
man is renewed day by day; and 
having a good hope through grace, am 
preparing for the summons which shall 
give me an abundant entrance in my 
Saviour's presence with exceeding joy. 
I have been a local preacher 46 years, 
and am now 75 years old, so that I 
know my race is nearly run. 

I remain, yours in Christ, 

0. G. 

No. 67 

The 10s. came just in time to relieve 
him from a debt which had been 
pressing upon his mind. The poor 
brother has a wife, who has been ill 
for eight years, and for the last two 
years has kept to her bed, and is as 
helpless as a baby ; but though in this 
helpless state, her confidence in God 
is as firm as ever, and Christ is her 
salvation. *' Praise God," says the 
brother, " for such an Institution as 
• The Local Preachers' Mutttal Aid 
Association,* to help such poor 
brethren as me and others.'* W. S. 



No. 58 

Is 81 years of age, and he says tne 
IDs. came in a most seasonable time, 
and for which he returns many thanks* 

No. 60 

Deab Sib,— I gratefully acknow- 
ledge the receipt of 10s. bequeathed 
by our kind sympathising friend and 
benefactor, the late James Wild, £b4' 
to the aged poor local preachers of 
our Connexion. 

I feel myself the subjeot of inoreas- 
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xngweaknesB and infirmitieB; but I 
am endeavouring by divine assistance 
▼oaohBafed, to cultivate a spirit of 
patience and resignation to the divine 
will ; aod to realise in my experience, 
80 far as it can be realized in the 
present state, the folfilment of that 
precious word, which assures us that 
not some things, or a few things, but 
" all things work together for good to 
them that love God," &c. 

Yours sincerely, 
M. 0. 



GENEBAIi GOBiIMITTEE. 
The monthly meeting was held at 
Bro. Wright's, Frimly Villa, Eglinton 
Road,Plumstead, on Wednesday, Feb. 
11th, 1880. 

Present: Bros. Dr. Aldom (Chair), 
Amphlett, Madder, Wright, Jameson, 
Johnson, and Sims. 

The Meeting was opened with 
prayer by Bro. Madder. 

In the absence of the Hon. Secre- 
tary, Bro. Johnson was requested to 
take the minutes. 

The minutes of the last meeting 
were read and confirmed. 

The Monthly Abstract showed re- 
ceipts from Branches, since the audit 
in May last. je2082 16s. 3d. Pay- 
ments to Branches, J62107 Os. Id. 
New members, 86 ; deaths, 6 members 
and three wives ; sick, 103 ; annui- 
tants, 142. Income for the month 
(iD eluding dividends, three per cents., 
£19 17s 6d.), jfiSlO 19s. 7d. Payments 
(including bills, JgSO Is. 3d.) 
£297 15s. 8d. 

CASES TBOM BRANCHES. 

T. J., of B., aged 75 years, an 
annuitant since Dec, 1877, at 4s. per 
week, now asked for more. Had a 
paralytic stroke about two months 
ago, losing the use of one side par- 
tially. 

Resolved, That the brother have 
5s. per week in future. 

T. C, of 0. H., whose case was 
considered last month, and 4s. per 
week was voted him as an annuitant, 
now asked that one shilling be added 
to that amount. 

Resolved, That the former decision 
stand for the present. 

J. W., of S*, aged 71 years, applied 



for superannuation. Local Preacher 
44 years. Had been a farmer, but 
obliged to give up through losses. 
Has 2s. a week from a lady for gar- 
dening, and 8s. rent of a cottage. 
Suffering from rheumatism. Wife 
aged 70 years. Five children with 
large families, and cannot assist their 
parents. 

Resolved, That the case stand over 
for further inquiry. 

J. L., of R., aged 78 years, applied 
for superannuation. Local Preacher 
87 years. Butcher by trade. Income 
uncertain. Suffers from hernia, wife 
aged 78 years. Eleven children. One 
assists in the basiness, but none to 
give money. 

Resolved, That, being in business, 
it is not a case for superannuation. 

M. M., of R., aged 62 years, applied 
for superannuation. Local Preacher 
30 years. Gardener by profession, 
but suffers from rheumatism. Has 
earned for several years about 22s. 
a week. Wife dead. Five children, 
one of whom might render a little 
help, but his health is precarious. 

Resolved, That, further informa- 
tion be obtained with regard to the 
brother's circumstances. 

CORBESPONDENCE. 

Letter read from York in reference 
to the Annual Meeting in June. 
Sermons will be preached on Sunday, 
June 6th, when about sixty pulpits 
will be occupied by our brethren, in 
most of which collections will be 
made on behalf of our Association, 
Further particulars will be published 
in due time. 

Letter read from Mr. Ingle re« 
specting investments, and requesting 
a personal interview. 

Resolved, That the Sub- Com- 
mittee appointed for this purpose 
wait upon Mr. logle. 

Sermons will be preached by 
Brothers Madder, Rose, and Benson, 
on Sunday next, 15th inst., in the 
Dunstable Circuit, viz. — Toddington, 
Tebworth, and Dagnall. Public 
Meeting on Monday. The above 
brethren are the Deputation. 

Letter read from the President, 
giving an account of his progress and 
success during the month. 

Brother Madder reported that 
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Brother Durley was seriously ill. 
A letter of sympathy was ordered to 
be sent. 

The next Meeting to be held at our 
office, 19, Exeter Hall, on Monday, 
March 8th. Tea at 5.30. The April 
Meeting at Mr. Plant's, 186, Wands- 
worth Hoad, on Wednesday 14th. 

The Meeting was closed with 
prayer by Dr. Aldom. 

DEATHS. 

Nov. 14, 1879. Daniel Anbert, Guern- 
sey Branch, aged 83 years. He stood 
Among his brethren as a member, but 
never made a claim. 

Dec. 9, 1879. Samuel Wright, Wel- 
lingborough Branch, aged 73 years. 
He was converted to God in 1888, and 
was a cheerful and diligent Christian, 
n preacher twenty- seven years, and 
filled all the offices in the Church 
which a layman can fill, with great 
satisfaction. Our brother was many 
years secretary of Wellingborough 
Branch of our Association. No claim. 

Jan. 17, 1880. John Bell, sen., Dur- 
ham Branch, aged 72 years. His end 
was peaceful ; his trust in God was 
full. When asked if he had any fear of 
death, his answer was, " No ; I am 
trusting in Jesus." Claim £4. 

Jan. 20, 1880. John Castle, Mans- 
field Branch, aged 85 years. ' He re- 
tained his faculties to the last, and 
departed in peace. He had been an 
annuitant 775 weeks, and received 
Jei69. 

Jan. 21, 1880. Mrs. Pearson, Lincoln 
Branch, aged 58 years. Happy in Gk)d 
her Saviour. Claim £4. 

Jan. 25, 1880. Mrs. Cantrill, Coven- 
try Branch, aged 77 years. Her end 
was peace. Claim £2. 



Jan. 31, 1880. Mrs. Burford, Stoor- 
port Branch, aged 74 years. She had 
been greatly a&ioted more than two 
years, which was borne with patience. 
Claim £4. 

Feb. 4, 1880. John Shrop, Evesham 
Branch, aged 58 years. His affliction 
was very painful ; for some time he 
was almost unoonsoious, but is now at 
rest. Claim £8. 

Feb. 4, 1880. John Willmott, Man- 
chester Branch, aged 70 years. During 
several months of acute bodily suffer- 
ing, he in patience possessed his soul, 
testifying to the sustaining power of 
that religion which for many years he 
had preached to others. 

Feb. 6, 1880. M. Cantrill, Coventry 
Branch, aged 78 years. This brother 
was afflicted with paralysis, and was 
unconscious for some time before his 
death. He only survived his wife 
twelve days. (See above.) He had 
been an annuitant 104 weeks, and re- 
ceived £26. Claim £2. 

Feb. 8, 1880. Mrs. Lenton, Coventry 
Branch. She was confined to her bed 
about three years, after suffering much 
for eight years previously. She was a 
class leader, and an occasional preacher. 
Claim £2. 

Feb. 9, 1880. James Hillyer, Isle of 
Wight Branch, aged 73 years. As he 
lived, so he was found during his last 
painful affliction, resting on Jesus. 
Claim £8. 

Feb. 11, 1880. George Blaokwell, 
Hexham Branch, aged 75 years. His 
end was peace. He frequently said, 
'* I have a good home to go to, and all 
is well." He has been cared for during 
his affliction by the branch treasurer 
and other friends. Claim £4. 

Ebeatum.— In thedeaths last month, 
Sheffield^ for M. Hellam read Kellam. 



CASH RECEIVED BY THE GENERAL TREASURER to Feb. 16th, 1880. 
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Shi^fMd ••• ... ••• ••• 

JBridport ... ••• ... ... 

Snntingdon — Thank offering from an aged brother on his 
birthday, 10s; A Christian sister (per ditto), lOs 

ShotUy Bridge 

Leek— Mr. H. Dishley, 12s; Mr. W.Johnson, he. 10s 

Guernsey ^Mtb, Bichard, he. Ics 

lVeUifigborimgh—}>\r. J. Beale, hm. £1 Is; Mr. A. Blott, hm. 
£1 Is; Mr. H. Blott, hm. £1 Is ; Mr. J. Blott, hm. £1 Is; 
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Kr. N. E. Blott, hm. £1 Is; Mr. W. Blott, hm. £1 Is ; 
Mr. W. O. Blott, hm. £1 Is; Mr. T. Norman, hm. £1 Is 

dAltOfl ■■• ••• ••• ••• ••• ••• 

Domnham^^T. L. Bennett, qly. 5s 3d; Mr. W. Bennett, qly. 

58 3d; Mr. J. Flatman, qly. 5s Sd ... 
Oxford— "Mr. G. G. Banbury, hm. £l Is ; Mrs. Cox, hm. 

£1 Is; Mr. F. Dew, hm. £1 Is; Mr. Thos. Howard, hm. 

£1 Is; Mr. James Nix, hm. £1 Is 
Jitiycc ••• ■•• •■• *.• ••* *•. 

Frame— IdTB. Butler, 5s ; Mr. W. Fossell, hm. £1 Is ; Mr. 

Lethaby, 5s ; Mrs. Payne, hm. £1 Is; Mrs. M. Padfield, 

hir. North Brewham, £1 Is... 
Derby— yiis. Beesley (Box), 133 ; A Friend, 10s ; Mr. Honlt, 

hm. £1 Is ; Mrs. Honlt, hm. £1 Is ; Mr. Lewis, ho. 10s ; 

Mr. Parcell(Box), 3s 8d ... •.. 

TttMfVortn ... ••• ••• ••• ••• ••• 

HdUtOfl •■ i ••• ••• ••• '•• «' 

JjCLnoustOT ••• ••• ••• ... ••• ••• 

ShrewsbtiTy ... ••• •■• ••• ••• ••• 

Tuvistoch ••• ••• ••• ••• ••• ••* 

Oromford — Mr. E. M. Wass, hm. £1 

loiCii/orcL •*• ••• ••. ••• ••« ••■ 

Thame — Mr. B. Burton, hm. £1 Is ; Mr. G. Boadright, ho. 

lUs bd ••• ••• ••• ... «•• ••• 

South ShieUh—'M.T. Shotton, he. 10s ; Mr. G. Snaith, qly. 

H ; Public collection, £3 
Oross Hills—Mx. G. Curtis, hm. £1 Is ; Mr. W. Marchbank, 

hm. £l Is; Mr. A. Myers, hm. £1 Is ... 
•Gra'nthttifh ••• ••• ••• •.. ... ••• 

KeighUy — Bro. J. Dinsdale,hm. £1 Is; Mr. J.Hartley, hm. 

£1 Is ; Mrs. Hartley, he. 10s 6d; Mr. J. W. Hartley, ho. 

IDs 6d ; Bro. J. W. Laycock,hm. £5 ; Bro. S. Smith, 128; 

Mr. W. E. Walbank, hm. £1 Is; Collection at Exley 

Head, 12s 6d ; Ditto at Worth, £1 3s 8d 
■Lnirsl$y ••• ••• ••• ••• <••• •■• 

MiddlehcLTfi ... ••• ... •■• >•• ••• 

Leighton Buzzard ••• ... ... ... ••• 

XlOtVuSTh ••. ••• ••• ••• .•• ••• 

JBlackbum — Mr. J. B. Fletcher, hm. £1 Is; Dr. Grimes, 
nm. db 1 iSt.a ... ... ••• .•* ••• 

Blyth — Mr. James Lamb, hm. £1 

^pan — Mr. J. H. Bowman, hm. (Darlington) £1 Is ; Mr. 
James Burnley, hm. (Manningham) £1 ; Mrs. Tillotson, 
Hm. 3&I IB ••• •• ... •■• .•• 

MiuoJUcy ••• •>• .« ••• ••• ••• 

jjoventrv *■• ••• ••• ... ••• •>• 

Salifax — Mr. G. B. Brown, hm. £1 Is; Mr. J. Dodgson, 

hm. £1 Is ; Mr. W. Garrett, hm. 17s ; Mrs. J. Horsfall, 

he. IDs; Mrs. D. Shaw, ho. 10s ; Mr. W. Smith, hm. £l Is; 

Mr. E. M. Wayell, hm. £1 Is 

Jrontc/rtLCt ... ••• >•. ••• ••• •>• 

\AimctfOTA ••• ••• ••• ... •■• ••• 

Worhinffton ••• ••• ••. .•• ••• ••. 

•LieAvu/Fy ••• ••• ••• ••• ••• ••• 

•Shepton Mctllett ••■ ••• ••• •>• ••• 

JLrkXS ••• ••• ••• ••• ■•• ■•• 

Yeoml^lSx, Jabez Bradford, hm. £1 Is... 
Newport /Vi^n^^^CoUection (net), 9s ... 
Wednethury ••• m« ••• ... ••• ••• 

-Soutkport—iAia, McOay, 128 ... 
Marlborough .*• ••• 

^alding-^JSx, W. Burgess, he. IDs 
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Hvddertfield 1«^— Mr. J. 0. Haigh, hm. £1 la 
JfblkestoTid ••• ■ ••« ••• ••• 

JAxkeard Ist.** •>• ••• ••• 

vrHTStUffO ••• ••• ■•• ••• 

Olossop—MT, John Clayton, qly. Ss 
Xington—'RaxYeat Thanksgivmg at Marston, 78... 
JSowerby Bridge ... ••. ••• .•• ••• 

£cLk€icell ••• ••• ••• ■■• ••• •*« 

Bath^VLx. E. Bladwell, hm. £1 Is ; Rev. J. Gheeswright, 

he. 10s ; Mr. Cooke, 2s 6d; Mr. Cox, ho. 10s ; Mr. S. Evans, 

hm. £1 Is; Mr. T. Gandy, hm. £1 Is; Mr. Gould, 5s ; 

Mr. G. Green, hm. £1; Mr. T. Owen, hm. £1 Is 
A.lton (Sants) ••• ••• ••• ••• ••• 

Liverpool— ^x. Thomas Smith, hm (Birkenhead) £2 

JE/cenkam — Mr. J. Luckett, hm. £1 Is ... 

Leicester 1<^... ••• •• ••• .«• ... 

Stafford — ^Mr. R. Snape, ho. 10s ; Mr. G. Vickers, he. lOs .. 
Bristol^C. W., 6s for the Poor Old Handred, per Bro. 

Slaynard •>• •«• ... ••■ ••• ... 

Wibgey—MT, T. Barraclongh, qly. 3s ; Mr. E. Constantino, 

qly. 3b; Mr. W, North, qly. Ss ; Mr. W. Sharp, qly. 8s ... 
Jdarhet Rasen ... ... ••• ■.. ••• 

Cardiff— IRx, E. Beaven, hm. qly. 5s 3d ; Mr. F. J. Beaven, 

hm. qly. 58 3d; Mr. E. R. Moxey, hm. £1 Is; Mr. A.Tho- 
mas, hm. £2 2s; Mr. S. Sillifant, hm. £1 Is ... 
Suddersfield 2iu[ ... ... ••• ••. ... 

i^clLsclIL ... •*■ ... ••• ••• ... 

Ayleihury—Bro, J. S, Cook, hm. £l; Sister Cook, ho. 10s; 

Bro. O. Duntling, hm. £l Is ; Bro. S. Grist, hm. £1; Bro. 

J. Eingham, £1; Bro. C. S. Madder, hm*. £1 Is; Sister 

Madder, hm. £1 Is; Rev. J. Nicholson (a) hm. £1 Is; 

Bro. B. Rolls, hm. £1; Bro. J. Rose, hm. £1; Bro. W. 

Seamons, hm. £1; Bro. J. Wright, hm. £1 Is... 
Bensham Road ( Gateshead) ... 
Louth — Mr. S. Foster, Ss; Mr. J. S. Foster, hm. (Ludboro* 

Honse) £1; Mrs. Oldham, 3s ; Mr. S. F. Salmon, hm. 

£1 Is; Mr. A.-Sharpley, 2b 6d; Mrs. Croft Sharpley, ho. 

10s; Mr. Cyrus Sharpley, ho. 10s ; Mr. F. Sharpley, hm. 

£1; Mr. H. D. Simpson, qly. 3s ; Mr. G. Stovin, hm. £1 ; 

Mr. T. Topham, he. 10s 
Malton ••' ••• ••. >•• •« ... 

Croydon—'* Hitherto," 10s 6d ; T. C, 4s 6d 

Lincoln •• ••• ... *• ... ... 

Doncaster — Mr. J. Marsden, hm. £1 

Peterborough 2nd — Mr. J. Poles, hm. 10s 6d ; Mr. J. 

xvogerSf OS... ... ... >*• ... ... 

Isle of Wight — Rev. J. Sngden, he. 10s 6d 

Chesterfield— 'Mr, T. B. Fenwick, hm. £1 Is ; Mr. G. H. 

Wells, hm. £1 la ... ... ... ... 

Chelsea — Miss Cuthbertson, hm. £2 2s ; Mr. Panther, hm. 

j^ L 1.S ••• ... •». **• *.. ... 

Hinde Street — Mrs. Camfield, he. 10s ; Mr. F. Johnson, 58 ; 
Rev. W. M. Punehon, LL.D., hm. £2 2b; Misa Wright, 
nm. sbx X8'.. ... .■• •>. ... ... 

Southwark and Lambeth — Mr. G H. Hammer, hm. £l la ; 
Mrs. Manning, hm. £2; Rev. L. Tyerman, hm. £1 la o.. 

Bayswater — Mr. F. Jones, 5a ... ... 

Wairrington ... ... ... ... ... ••• 

Deytford and Wooltvioh^Mx H. Wright, for Railway Pare 
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SCRIPTURAL STUDY— ITS OBJECT AND SCOPE. 

A Sermon delivered in the Methodist Free Church, Shrewsbury, 

BY COUNCILLOR ARMSTRONG, CARDIFF. 

" Search the Soriptures ; for in them ye think ye have eternal life : and they 
are they whioh testify of Me." — John v. 39. 

The Scriptures are a revelation of the laws, statutes, and judgments of 
God; and they contain a record of Divine doctrines and prophecies uttered 
by men "who spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost." Their 
principal design is to instruct man in his duty toward God and toward his 
feUow man. In them we have the only full, sufficient, and unerring guide 
in matters a£fecting our souls' welfare ; and if we carefully peruse them 
we shall be guided into all truth : for they alone " are able to make us 
wise unto salvation through faith" in our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 

Speaking of the Scriptures, Peter says, " The word of the Lord abideth 
for ever ;" and Christ, the author of inspiration, said, " Heaven and earth 
shall pass away, but My words shall not pass away." The Scriptures, 
therefore, though written by men, were dictated by the Holy Spirit 
of God ; consequently they assume and possess an importance which 
cannot possibly attach to merely human productions. The foundation 
upon which they rest is the authority of God :— ** All Scripture is given 
by inspiration of God." 

You may probably have noticed, that during the public ministry of Christ, 
it was no unusual thing for Him to appeal to the sacred records. Take 
one or two instances. When beset by His great spiritual adversary in the 
wilderness, He overcame all the subtle temptations by quotations from the 
written word of God ; in fact, upon that word He based all His arguments, 
and affixed to every reply, ** It is written." And so, on various occasions 
daring His life, He exposed the fallacies of His enemies by showing that 
the views they entertained were not in harmony with the teaching of 
inspiration. 

The Scriptures were to Christ truly *' the Sword of the Spirit ; " for 
with them He overcame " all the wiles of the devil," and put all His 
enemies to complete confusion. In this respect He hath '' set us an ex- 
ample that we should follow in His steps." And if we did so, with how 
ffinch greater ease would we be able to overcome all the temptations and 
trials which beset our path through life I Christ knew the importance of 
^his ; and hence He has enjoined it upon His followers to *' search the 
Scriptures." This statement assumes the form of a command, and thus 
It IS absolutely binding upon all Christians to be well posted in the 
doctrines and precepts of their Master. 

This injunction, clothed with all the majesty of divinity, and founded 
^pon the authority of God, we are bound to obey. The text suggests two 
things : — 

I. What we are commanded to search, 

Apbil, 1880; h 
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n. What we may hope to find, 

I. What we are commanded to search. — ** Search the Scriptures." 

The Jews made one grand mistake, and this Christ pointed oat to 
them — they gave more heed to the traditions of men than they did to the 
written word of God. 

Christ exposed and corrected this error, and showed them that they 
« transgressed the commandments of God hy their traditions." Had 
they hestowed as mnch trouble in making themselves acquainted with the 
vital truths of the Scriptures as they did in obtaining a knowledge of the 
traditions handed down to them by their fathers, they would not have 
been in such complete ignorance of the person and character of their 
Messiah. 

Christ's teaching was not founded upon the traditions of men. He 
knew well that for man to possess a knowledge of Divine truth, he must 
make the Scriptures his constant study; that the Bible was the only 
source which could adequately satisfy the strong cravings, and fulfil the 
longing desires of His immortal nature ; that the Scriptures contained the 
only knowledge which flowed perfectly pure from the throne of God, and 
that any knowledge derived from any other source would be more or less 
pernicious in its influence, and have a tendency to deprive the soul of holy 
vitality. He knew it would be an act of gross impiety to substitute any 
of the productions of men for the pure word of God. 

How greatly the Jews had got astray ! '* They made of none eflect the 
commandments of God by their traditions." The commandments were 
the laws of God— the traditions were the productions of men. Thus we 
see the importance of our Saviour's command, << Search the Scriptures." 

A further necessity is seen why we should " search the Scriptures'* 
when we consider that in them alone we can obtain any positive know- 
ledge of God and Divine things. All other sources will fail, this alone 
stands secure ; all else is fallible, this alone infallible ; all else is mutable, 
this alone immutable. For men to cast aside the Scriptures, exposes 
their vanity and pride of heart ; to reject this fountain is '' to hew out 
cisterns, broken cisterns, which will hold no water.*' It is not sufficient 
that we occasionally and superficially peruse them; our duty is to 
thoroughly investigate them ; to make ourselves acquainted with the true 
spirit of their teaching. Yet, how few, comparatively, there are who 
manifest an intense anxiety to possess a profound knowledge of God's 
word, whilst on matters relating to commerce, politics, or science, their 
are multitudes who are most definite and concise ; but bring them to the 
law and to the testimony, and how meagre and dwarfish they become. I 
consider it an insult to God to read and study other books more than the 
Book He has been pleased to give us. '< The delight " of the good man 
<< is in the law of the Lord, and in His law doth he meditate day and night.*' 

To search the Scriptures is a duty ; it ought to be a delight. The 
experience of every Christian ought to be like onto that of David, who sud 
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^'Thj word have I hid in my heart, that I might not sin against Thee." 
<' I will meditate in Thy precepts : and have respect nnto Thy ways : I 
will delight myself in Thy statutes, I will not forget Thy word.** 

n. What we may hope to find. — "In them ye think ye have eternal 
life, and they are they which testify of Me.'* 

By searching the Scriptnres we accomplish a two-fold object : — 

1. Inasmuch as they reveal a future and an eternal state of existence, 
"In them ye think ye have eternal life.** 

Man intuitively has longing desires for immortality. Nothing short of 
eternity can satisfy him. His soul cannot be confined within the narrow 
limits of time. These have been the feelings and desires of the human 
soal in all ages, and in whatever state mankind has been found, whether 
civilised or in a condition of barbarism, these same longings after a future 
state of existence have been fondly cherished. But where the Bible has 
not been known these longings have existed, — without hope ; these desires 
have been felt, but without any positive knowledge whether they could be 
realised. Men panted for immortality, but knew of no stream where they 
conld really satisfy their thirsty souls. They speculated upon the subject, 
but speculation revealed no facts ; they hoped they were immortal, but 
conld come to no definite conclusion whether they were so or not. But 
how different was the position of the Jews ! They had the key whereby 
they could reveal this hidden mystery ; they were in a position to make 
themselves acquainted with definite information on the matter ; they were 
favoured with a direct communication from God, and thus had not to 
depend upon the vain speculations of men. The Scriptures revealed to 
them a future state of being, and taught them the doctrine of eternal life. 

It has been asserted that death is an eternal sleep ; that the grave is a 
house of annihilation ; that the period of man*s existence does not extend 
beyond the threescore and ten years of his sojourn here ; and that after 
he has done with this state of being he passes away for ever, to exist no 
more. Such is the philosophy of men. The Scriptures have no sympathy 
with so lifeless a creed. Instead of teaching annihilation, they teach the more 
comforting and consoling doctrine of eternal life ; ** they brought life and 
immortality to light,** and gave unmistakable evidence that annihilation 
cannot lay its cold and withering hand upon man, nor get him within its 
fatal grasp. *' There is a spirit in man, and the inspiration of the 
Almighty giveth him understanding;*' that spirit is an offspring of 
divinity, and is destined to live for ever. The time is coming when " the 
heavens shall pass away with a great noise, and the elements shall melt 
with fervent heat ; the earth also and the works that are therein shall be 

burned up The heavens being on fire shall be dissolved, and the 

elements shall melt with fervent heat/* even then 

^' The soul, secure in her existence, 
Shall smile at diBSolution and defy its power." 

H 2 



100 IS A LOOAL MINISTRY NEGBS8ABT AT THB PBB8SNT DAT? 

It has been beantifiilly and trnthfally said by one of oar poets — 

** The stars shall fade away. 
The snn himself grow dim with age, and nature sink in years :" 

bat the sonl, 

^ Shall flourish in immortal yonth ; 
Unhnrt amid the war of elements, the wreck of matter, 
And the crash of worlds." 

Upon what sonrce are we dependent for this knowledge ? The old philo- 
sophers of ancient days made yain specnlations, blind gnesses, which were 
always enshronded in doabt and ntter ancertainty. It remained for biblical 
philosophy to reveal the doctrine of eternal life, and to teach man the true 
greatness and dignity of his being. 

(lb be oanoluded in our next J) 



IS A LOCAL MINISTRY NECESSARY AT THE 

PRESENT DAY? 

{Concluded from page 73.) 

I MAINTAIN, withoat fear of saccessfol contradiction, and in spite of the 
adyerse critidsms to which he is snbjected, that the average local preacher 
of these days will compare very favoarably with the average local preacher 
of bygone days. There are some people who delight to speak of as as an 
awfally degenerate race. Local preachers, these pessimists say, have 
sadly deteriorated. They are not worthy to hold the candle for those we 
knew forty or fifty years ago. Now that is very nngeneroas ; nay, it is 
very nnjast ; it is worse than Darwinianism. Darwin's theory, yoa know, 
is that we were developed from the monkey ; theirs is, that we are 
descending or going back to it. Darwin regards the monkey as oar 
starting point ; they, as the goal to which we are hastening. Darwin 
recognises some progress and improvement in the race ; they see nothing 
bat retrogression and deterioration. We need pray to be saved from 
oar friends. I don*t believe in any sach degeneracy; but that, taking as 
all in all, we are qnite eqaal to oar venerable fathers and predecessors in 
the work. I go farther than that even, for that is not far enoagh. It is- 
not safficient that we are eqoal to them ; we mast be more than eqaal to- 
them ; more is reqaired of as. We live in different times and nncler 
totally different circumstances to what they did. The people to whom ^e 
have to preach are better edacated and informed than those to whom tljiey 
had to minister. The schoolmaster is abroad. Oar congregations reqi 
more thoaghtfal and intellectaal preaching than theirs did. 
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Donbtless the early local preachers were abreast with their times, and 
if we have not advanced with the times, kept pace with the march of in- 
tellect — the onward progress of the masses in general knowledge and 
intelligence — we are not in a position to instruct the people, neither ought 
we to attempt it. 

Withont disrespect to the memory of onr reyered fathers, I maintain 
that it is not enough that we equal them ; we must surpass them. They 
were useful in their day and generation, '^ burning and shining lights ; " 
ind they shone all the more brightly for the moral darkness that hung 
around them. We, however, live in a more enlightened age; hence 
the necessity for our giving forth a stronger and brighter light than 
they did in order to our maintaining that advanced position amongst 
the masses which they unquestionably held. I need only to remind 
yon that there were certain things which our forefathers appreciated, 
and considered to be of priceless value, which we in this day would not 
tolerate. 

Forty or fifty years ago the stage coach was the most expeditious mode 
of travelling ; and if we go back about as far again, we come to the time 
when our cities and towns were lighted up with the oil lamp. And they 
were both very useful in their day, and rendered essential service. But 
the times have altered ; men's ideas and tastes have undergone such a 
complete change, that neither the old stage coach nor the oil lamp will do 
now. The people wanted, and now have, a swifter, a cheaper, and more 
oomfortahle mode of travelliug than the stage coach supplied, and a purer 
and stronger light than the oil lamp gave out. The stage coach had to 
give place to the locomotive steam engine, and the dim, greasy and flick- 
ering light of the oil lamp to the strong, pure gas. When such improve- 
ments came, the old methods could be tolerated no longer. And unless 
we as local preachers advance with the times, adapt ourselves to the 
requirements and exigencies of the day, we shall not be tolerated, but 
must go to the wall. 

I have no sympathy nor patience with those men who are constantly 
and vehemently denouncing human learning as a dangerous thing; and 
whilst congratulating those people on their safety, so far as any danger 
from that quarter is concerned, I beg to remind them that they are 
making a virtue of necessity, and like the fox in the fable, calling the 
grapes sour, simply because they are beyond their reach. '< Where 
ignorance is bliss, 'tis folly to be wise.'* Surely, if God can use the 
ignorance or foolishness of men to promote His cause. He can bless 
the learning and wisdom of His servants to the same end, and to as large 
an extent. 

Let us, brethren, acquire all the learning and knowledge that lie within 
ohr reach, and consecrate it to the cause of our Divine Master, that we 
may be '' able ministers of Christ " — " workmen that need not to be 
ftshamed, rightly dividing the word of truth." This I hope we are doing. 
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and shall continue to do. To sum up the matter, I state it as my un- 
biassed opinion that the local preacher of to-day is quite as able to 
discharge the functions of his office, and to hold his own against all comers, 
as the local preacher of any former period has been. 

Of course, I shall not undertake to prove the assertion, but leave those 
who think differently to prove the contrary, as the onus of proof rests 
with the accuser, and not with the accused. 

I would, moreover, put to our severe critics, those who evince such an 
anxiety to improve us — off the face of the earth — ^this one question. Have 
they done all they might and ought to have done to make us better 
local preachers than we are ? Have we anything to thank them for ? 
There are Colleges and Theological Institutions thrown open to the can- 
didates for our regular ministry ; but there are no such learned retreats 
for the young local preacher, unless he aspires to the Itinerancy. In 
some of the Methodist sections, the students for the ministry are supplied 
with standard works from the Connexional Book Boom, at a greatly 
reduced price, whereas the local preacher, who may be very poor, must 
either pay the uttermost farthing, or, which is generally the case, per> 
severe in the pursuit of knowledge under difficulties. 

I am acquainted with several wealthy circuits, in which there is not 
even a library provided for the local preachers. I have travelled in three 
or four circuits, but it has never been my lot to be located in one that 
could boast of a local preachers' library ; thus, I have all along been 
like the Hebrews in Egypt, compelled to make bricks without straw. 
Such a state of things, I maintain, is a disgrace to any circuit, and ought 
to hush to silence our uncharitable critics. 

Allow me, before closing this paper, to indicate — simply to indioate,^ 
without elaboration — one trait or feature which distinguished the local 
preachers of the past ; namely, their intense fervour, their red-hot, nay, 
white-hot zeal in the work to which they had set their hands — that of 
saving souls — ^their burning desire to glorify God and rescue souls from 
death. We may be, and indeed are, in point of literary resource and in- 
tellectual capacity, on a par with them, if not in advance of them ; bat in 
this all-important quality, we lag far behind them. In this respect we are 
wofuUy deficient. Our zeal pales into insignificance when compared with 
theirs. Let us, brethren, emulate them in this matter, imbibe their spint 
and imitate their example. 

I observe, by way of conclusion, that notwithstanding the high estima- 
tion I have expressed of the local preachers of the present day, that I by 
no means consider them to be so fully equipped for their work as it is 
desirable and possible for them to be. Brethren, we are not perfect. We 
have not reached the point — ^if such a point there be — beyond which fur- 
ther progress is impossible. The time has not come when we may rest 
and be thankful : thankful we may and ought to be — but rest we must 
not. 
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Let ns, then, in the name and strength of Jehovah, resolve that hy 
close and diligent application to the study of God's holy Word, and all good 
books that help to interpret and elacidate that word, by self-sacrificing 
zeal, and by persistent and untiring effort, to finish the work the Divine 
Master has given ns to do. 



THE VINE AND ITS BRANCHES. 

John XV. 1-6. 

The natural vine, and especially its branches, has occupied my attention 
more or less for the greater part of my life ; and during this time I have 
been occasionally a vine- dresser. Moreover, with the nature, structure, 
and tendencies of the vine branches I have sought particular acquaintance ; 
and should my experience help any one in some degree to understand the 
meaning of our Lord's words in the verses under consideration, I shall be 
amply rewarded. 

Of the stem itself I shall at present say but little. The Lord Jesus 
perhaps pointed to the vine and its branches to teach His followers more 
clearly the union existing between Himself and them. The vine was 
highly cultivated in Palestine ; consequently, it was a suitable illustration 
of their union, and adapted not only to instruct, but also to inspire them 
with hope and joy. Hitherto their hearts had been knit together — love 
filled their souls ; but now He speaks of leaving them : ^' And because 
I have told you these things " (saith He) " sorrow hath filled your 
hearts " (John xvi. 6). 

In studying the context we see a grand display of love and sympathy 
towards His sorrowing ones. And let us remember, He is still the Vine ; 
supplying every branch, and bearing the burden of each and all. But for 
the purpose of showing more fully the beauty of the symbol of the vine 
and branches, I invite attention to the branches. 

Perhaps the first thing to notice is their weakness. Few fruit-bearing 
branches of other trees are as weak as vine branches ; and from the time 
of their first appearance to the close of their career, they are wholly 
dependent on the vine for life, and also on the husbandman for support. 
Here we have a true picture of ourselves. From conversion to hoary 
hairs, how dependent ! But the husbandman, God the Father, careth 
for us. 

The second thing to consider is the use of vine branches. They have 
but one special use, that of bearing fruit ; this is indicated in verse 2, 
** Every branch in Me that beareth not fruit. He taketh away." But 
one thing we must not overlook : that grapes bear their own blossoms, 
this may seem strange, but it is a fact ; first the fruit appears, next the 
Uossom. Their appearance is exceedingly small, and there is nothing in 
them to please the eye of the beholder. Neither is it for me to say how 
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or what they contribnte towards the fruit of the yine; bat there is a work 
for them, and they carry it out — and if there were nothing more, their 
fragrance is a public blessing. No smell, I think, exceeds in richness 
the smell of vine flowers. Solomon speaks of them (Song ii. 18), '* The 
vines with the tender grape give a good smell." To be near them is to 
receive a blessing. 

This fragrance is a proof of fruit ; so it will be with every (spiritually) 
fruitful branch of Christ, " the true Vine.'* A heavenly fragrance will be 
shed on every one with whom we come into contact ; and although we be 
not admired by the world's eye, we can bear good fruit. 

In addition to fruit and flowers, however, vine branches have encum- 
brances ; these appear almost as soon as the fruit. A small shoot makes 
its appearance close to the fruit-bud, and if allowed to remain, will 
assuredly rob the whole branch, and ultimately destroy the fruit. This is 
remarkable. The branch bears its own enemy ! In this we have another 
picture of ourselves. Well may the apostle say, ** When I would do 
good, evil is present with me." Yes ; encumbrances — pride, passions, . 
and selfishness of every kind. And this, unchecked, proves fatal. 

Another characteristic of the branch is, they lay hold of everything 
within their reach. Of course this is natural, as the branches need support. 
But this is a mirror wherein we may see ourselves clinging to this world. 
Our natural fingers clutch at every object within their grasp. Jesas 
says, *' My Father is the husbandman. Every branch that beareth fruit, 
He purgeth it " (that is, He croppeth off our useless shoots ; He loosens 
our worldly grasp), that we " may bring forth more fruit ; " more in 
weight, more matured, more rich in flavour. But mark ! " My Father is 
the husbandman." Here is wisdom to detect these growing evils ; and if 
we harbour them, He will apply His purging process. He may blast our 
worldly prospects, or lay us on a bed of affliction. 

But let us notice the fruitless or barren branches. These are generally 
more showy than the others ; they have more leaf, and, moreover, they 
often override the other. What a picture of the hypocrite ! But barren 
branches are worse than useless, for they require more room, and they 
often grate, and, consequently, injure every branch that comes in contact 
with them, therefore. He taketh them away. 

The sixth verse reminds us of the possibility of our leaving the stock, 
in which case we wither, and thus become as fuel : " They are burned. 
What room for self-examination ! It is awful to be barren branches ; 
but if severed our doom is, if possible, more awful. The third verse is 
remarkable : "Ye are clean through the word, which I have spoken unto 
you." In chap. xiii. 10, we read, " Ye are clean, but not all." All were 
clean (except Judas) " through the word." 1 Peter i. 22, may be con- 
sidered as a comment on this third verse. He says : ** Seeing ye have 
purified your souls in obeying the truth through the Spirit unto unfeigned 
love of the brethren," &c. This same instrument, the word, whenapph®" 
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by the Holy Spirit, will be efficadons in deansing ns. Let ns seek this 
pnrifyiog. The purity of these early Christians was the secret of their 
^access. 

Another grand illustration of the existing sympathy on the part of 
Jesus, the spiritual Vine, towards His followers, is seen in the natural yine. 
He, the Vine, bears every branch, however weak, and feels every pain. 
It is a well known fact, that if the smallest branch becomes injured, a 
weeping takes place; and, consequently, the stock and every branch 
suffer. I have seen streams of tears flow from the vine when the branches 
have been injured. Jesus says : " He that toucheth you toucheth the 
apple of mine eye." His sympathy appeared in His weeping with the two 
sisters who wept over their dead brother. Witness, too. His lamentation 
over the doomed city Jerusalem. Behold the tears flowing down his 
cheeks ; the outburst of a heart filled with love and sorrow. View Him 
from the manger to the cross : and I ask, Is it not the most sublime 
display of sympathy towards His suffering ones that either men or angels 
ever witnessed ? 

I will bring my remarks to a close by expressing a hope that each who 
has read or listened to them may be a fruitful branch in Christ the 
Living Vine. Thus shall we answer the end of our being, and prove a 
blessing to society at large. What grandeur and beauty in vine 
branches, laden with the choicest fruit, containing juices of heaven's own 
manufacture ! And let us remember that this fruit. Holiness, is our pre- 
paration for everlasting life. D. Bubgess. 

Edge worth. 
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BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH OF ISAAC WALKER, 

WIRKSWORTH. 

Concluded from page 81. 

OxjB deceased brother also preached at Moneyash, and stood on the steps 
where the famous John Nelson stood, when he was pulled down by his coat 
collar by the clergyman of the parish. At Chesterfield, Derby, and 
Fazely in Warwickshire also , our brother preached the word of life with 
marked success. In those days times were hard and employment scarce, 
and our brother had to leave his native town and travel for miles in search 
of employment ; and owing to personal and domestic affliction, and the 
bereavement of his wife when at Fazely among strangers, he got into 
difficulties and debt. This perplexed him sorely ; and having three 
children and no home, — as he gave up housekeeping when leaving Fazely, 
— ^he was advised by his mother again to marry and have a home of his 
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own. By-and-by he met with a snitable person, who had been driyea 
from her home by her father becaase of her religion. She proved to be 
not only a good wife to him, bat a good mother to his children ; and 
ihongh she brought him no money, she brought something better — ^the 
qualities of a good and true helpmeet. By their joint frugality, diligence, 
and industry, a change was effected in their circumstances ; they were 
enabled to clear off all their debts, and owed no man anything but love. 

Amid all his troubles and trials, wherever our brother went, he faithfully 
lifted up his voice to proclaim the unsearchable riches of Christ ; and Ood 
crowned his efforts in every place with more or less success. 

Wirksworth, I have said, was his native place. Here, seventy eight 
years ago,];he breathed his first breath of natural life, and sixty years ago 
he breathed here his spiritual life, and became a new man. 

It has been said that the best treasure of a town or community is not 
in its wealth, or in its splendid buildings, but in its possession of good 
and useful men ; and no town can be truly poor with such men in it^ 
neither can any town be rich without such men. To bequeath a noble, 
nseful, and consistent life to any community is to give a stimulus, an 
inspiration, and an example for generations yet to come. ** And he being 
dead yet speaketh." 

Our deceased friend was a Nonconformist from conviction ; and in him 
there was none of the bigotry that confounds the form with the power, or 
the shadow with the substance. He did not believe that truth and grace 
were conveyed to man through the channels of any exclusive religious 
polity ; and while his attachment to those of his own community was 
strong, he had a heart that was filled with charity to all communities, and 
a " God bless you " to every one who loved the Lord Jesus in sincerity and 
truth. He was always more affected with good and honest work than by 
the mere abstract truth of principles ; and whenever he saw a Christian 
church or a religious body struggling with and endeavouring to subdue 
the ignorance and vice and misery which surrounded them — no matter 
what their polity — they would share in his sympathies and prayers and 
help. Hence he laboured amongst the Baptists, Congregationalists, and 
Primitive Methodists, as well as Wesleyans. 

As a Preacher his one grand theme was *' Christ and Him crucified. 
Actuated by right principles, and prompted by right motives, he preached 
with power, earnestness, and plainness. There was not only deep serious- 
ness, but affectionate tenderness. It was obvious he felt the weight of the 
message he had to deliver. There was a tender concern for souls, com- 
bined with a solemn responsibility. He was determined to discharge his 
duty with all fidelity. Preaching at a village one evening, with power, a 
number professed to obtain good. Amongst them was a strong stone 
quarry man, who became so wrought upon that he could not sit any longeri 
but left the chapel to go home ; when he got outside he felt he could no 
go away, but must return to God's house. At the close of the meeting 1^* 
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broke down, and cried aloud for mercy. He soon found the Sayionr, and 
went away rejoicing. Many each instances might be named, but we 
cannot prolong this account. 

For several years our deceased brother was employed as a Home 
Missionary by the late John Smedley, of Lea Mills. In this capacity he 
also laboured faithfully, and Qod made him a blessing. In his visits he 
woold read a portion of Scripture, make a few brief and appropriate 
remarks, and then pray ; taking care not to enter into the common topics 
of the day, lest he should efface the good impressions that might be made. 
Some treated him kindly, but others roughly. One man took him by the 
eoUar, and put him outside the door, when our brother shook the dust from 
off his feet, and went his Way ; but strange to say, the man died in three short 
weeks. Another, the most drunken and wicked man in Wirksworth, in 
one of our brother's visits threatened him so that his wife, who was ill in 
bed, called out to tell our friend that if he did not want blood to be shed 
he must not go there. However, our brother went, and by his kind and 
gentle manners so won them over that they ceased using bad language ; 
and after he bad read and prayed and talked to them, they became quite 
changed characters. The husband passed away a short time ago, and on 
his deathbed said : '' It is all ovring to Mr. Walker's visits that 1 am now 
a child of Gk>d. I shall be a star in his crown in heaven." Thus the good 
done in this way alone heaven only will unfold. 

Further : our brother was a man of deep sympathy ; the 'temporal and 
spiritual welfare of his family was ever present to his mind. Long and 
anxious thoughts has he had about them, and many and imploring have 
been the prayers offered up on their behalf. The cause of God was also 
Tery dear to him ; he rejoiced at its prosperity, and wept at its adversity. 
Oh Zion, how shall I give thee up ; let my right hand forget her cunning 
if I forget thee. 

He adhered unflinchingly to the doctrines of the Gross ; the Atonement, 
Begeneration, and the influence of the Spirit. The last time I heard him 
preach was from these words : ^* Buy the truth and sell it not." He 
preached with as much earnestness and vigour as in the days of yore. 
Amid aU the changes that took place in the religious world around him, 
he held on the even tenor of his way, steadily adhering to Christian prin* 
dples and truth. With regard to points of inferior moment, he was for- 
bearing and ready to sacrifice much for the sake of peace ; but where 
principles were involved, and Divine truth endangered, he took up his 
ground firmly, and would <* give place by subjection " to no man — *^ no 
not for an hour ;"— he was no *' reed shaken by the wind.'* 

The services of the sanctuary our deceased brother greatly loved. With 
feeble and tottering steps he attended as long as he could, and when unable 
to walk, he would ask to be taken in an invalid carriage or vehicle of some 
sort, declaring that if he could only get there, he was sure he could preach ; 
and he would preach as he had never done before about the Love of God 
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and the Atonement of Jesns Christ. However, as this could not be done, 
he sent messages to the people by local brethren. To one he said : '' Say 
from me, Glory to God, I am ont of hell ! and Glory to God I am in the 
way to heaven 1" To another he said, — ^< Tell them I am going home, 
and that I hare a good home to go to." A son, a local preacher also, 
said to him, *' Father, shall I tell the people that yon have or that yon 
have not found the Lord faithful to His word and true to His promises ?^* 
Gathering up all his remaining strength, and by his look and manner, 
which were far more impressive than his words could be, he rose up in bed, 
and declared that the promises of God had never failed. 

A neighbour finding him in great snfferiDg one day, said, *' Well, Mr. 
Walker, your sufferings are great, but half an hour in heaven will pay yea 
for all," he raised himself up by aid of a rope, and exclaimed, ** Pay ! pay I 
I don't look for pay : I don't want pay : I am a poor sinner saved by grace ; 
•and if I can get into heaven and fall down at the feet of my Saviour and 
worship Him, and magnify and praise Him, that is all I want.'' 

And now, coming to the close of his life, not only did his weakness and 
pains increase, but other infirmities oppressed him, such as deafness and 
•almost total blindness, and yet not a murmuring word escaped him. He 
was ever consistent in his deportment, calm, and tranquil in spirit, and 
'resigned to his lot. As I visited our brother from time to time, I revered 
the spirit and character of the man, and often thought how patriarchal 
his appearance was. 

It has been a matter of gratitude to his relatives and friends, that his 
faculties remained unimpaired to the last. No mental imbecility interfered 
to give them trouble and pain, but he could give utterance to his thoughts 
and feelings with as much clearness and method as in the days of his 
vigour and strength. Nor was the light of the Divine countenance with- 
drawn. He had an abiding and unshaken confidence in the Saviour, and 
his peace was deep, constant, and profound : — " A peace that passeth 
understanding." Could all his sayings in affliction and in dying be 
recorded, they would form an interesting volume. 

Coming to his last hour on earth, at times he was in great pain; y6t 
he had not only glimpses of the glory awaiting, but the earnest within, as 
frequently he exclaimed, ** Glory I glory I " About seven o'clock on Satur- 
day morning, November 22nd, his wife and eldest daughter being with him, 
he wished to be raised in bed a little ; and as they were gently raising 
him, he dropped his head into his wife's bosom, saying, '< I am going; 1- 
«m going home." The voyage of life ended, and he dropped anchor in the 
haven where there is no cold or biting frost — where storms and wind come 
not — and entered into that world where not a wave of trouble rolls across 
the peaceful breast. 

« The memory of the just is blessed." Amen. 
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MEMOIR OF SAMUEL WRIGHT, OF FINEDON. 

OuB dear Brother Samuel Wright was bom at Finedon, Northamp-^ 
tonshire, in the year 1808. He was the youngest in a family of nine 
children, all of whom were brought up to attend the Established Church.. 

As a child, he was of a lively, loving disposition, and became *' the 
parents' pet :" and the strong affection shown him by his parents he 
loyingly returned, -as he was most devotedly attached to them to the end 
of their days. 

As a young man he had a strong passion for music, and became pro<^ 
Ment as a violinist, and in this capacity was frequently employed to 
attend the fashionable balls of society throughout the county. 

At twenty-five years of age he was converted to God, in connection 
with a series of revival - services which were held in the old Methodist 
Chapel, Finedon. His conversion was marked and decisive. He at once 
sold his violin (a very valuable instrument) at a great sacrifice, and^ 
knowing the bewitching power of music over him, he resolutely set his 
face against instrumental music to the end of his days. His early 
religious life was marked with great earnestness and zeal, and he soon 
hegan to preach that Gospel which had been the power of God to his own. 
salvation. His mind was of considerable grasp and power, and being a 
diligent student of God's Word, and a close observer of human nature^ 
he became a preacher of more than ordinary ability. This work became 
the delight and study of his life, and to it he consecrated his best energies. 
For twenty*seven years he journeyed up and down the Wellingborough 
and Higham Ferrers Circuit, preaching the glorious Gospel of the grace 
of God, till he was compelled by ill health to relinquish his labours. 

He was much attached to his brethren the local preachers, and in many 
ways sought to advance their interests. He became secretary to the 
Wellingborough branch of the '< Local Preachers* Mutual- Aid Associa- 
tion,'' and held that post till within a short time of his death. 

About the year 1851, through the disruption which took place in the 
old Methodist Connexion, our brother seceded from that body, and in 
connection with others, formed the Wesleyan Reform Church at Finedon; 
and through the whole of its history he has been one of its most devoted 
and liberal supporters. For fifteen years he held the office of Circuit 
Steward, and though he failed to realise his own ideal of that office, 
yet he devoted himself to its duties in a way which the writer has never 
Been excelled, in visiting the Churches in company with the Circuit 
Preacher, in ascertaining their state, and by all available means seeking 
their prosperity. 

About twenty-five years ago he was smitten down by a disease (erysi- 
pelas) which threatened to be fatal; but 'Sprayer was made by the 
Church unto God for him." That prayer was heard, and contrary to all 
apparent probability, he was restored. During the time of that sickness 
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he had a remarkable yision of the Divine glory, in which he had the 
stfong and sweet assurance that prayer was heard for him, and when all 
were expecting his death, he turned to his wife and said, ''I shall not 
die, but live, and declare the works of the Lord :" and through all his 
after life he regarded the added years of that life as given in direct answer 
to prayer. 

In 1860 his general health again failed, and he was compelled to relin- 
quish his public life as a local preacher. At this time he was presented 
by the friends in the circuit with a testimonial, expressive of their 
sympathy with him, and their appreciation of his services. It consisted 
of Dr. Adam Clarke's Commentary, bound in calf, and a beautiful tea and 
coffee service to Mrs. Wright. 

But the life and labour of our brother was as marked in the parish as 
in the Church. For twenty-five years he held the post of assistant over- 
seer ; and in that office, by his kind Christian conduct, he won the respect 
of all classes. He was the friend of the lord of the manor, the vicar of 
the parish, and especially of the poor. His strong sympathetic nature 
drew round him very many that were in trouble, and in the most practical 
manner he became their counsellor and friend. No man in the parish of 
Finedon has lived so much for other people as Samuel Wright. Like 
David, he has '^ served his own generation according to the will of Gfod.'^ 

There are some two or three principles which underlay the character of 
our brother, and were the secret of his sterling worth. 

First The intense reality of his religion. It was no mere theory 
with him, but a living power in his heart. He knew Gtod as his loving 
Father ; he knew Jesus Christ as his sympathising Friend and Savionr ; 
and he lived in daily fellowship with both. One of his children said to 
the writer, ** My first impression of my father's religion was its intense 
reality." He referred all to it, and made all subservient to it. This gave 
him great "power both with God and man;" of sympathy and love for 
man, and faith and prayer with Gfod. 

Second, His unshaken faith in God's Providence. Not only in its 
general, but in its particular development, he knew God ruled him and 
led him ; and with these convictions he was found waiting upon God for 
those indications of his mind and will, as they are seen from without, and 
felt from within ; and on this account he was regarded by some as a 
<*b1ow coach:" but he would "rest in the Lord and wait patiently for 
Him." This was a strong feature in his character, and he has stated, 
that again and again, it has saved him. 

Third. His diligent industry. Few men have worked harder than he. 
He rose in the morning at four o'clock, devoting his early hours to reading 
and prayer, and then with great assiduity gave himself to the business 
of the day. He was " diligent in business, fervent in spirit, serving the 
Xord." 

His end was sudden and unexpected. He was smitten down by apoplexy 
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Ill 



in the streets of Wellingborongh, on Monday, December the 9th, 1879, 
and in a few honrs expired, in the seventy- second year of his age ; and 
in this his end he was granted the desire of his heart, for he frequently 
expressed his wish that he might — 

His " body with (his) charge lay down, 
And cease at once to work and live." 

His death was improved by the writer on the following Sunday, to an 
overflowing congregation, from Acts xiii. 86. 

" Tes, the Christian's conrse is ran, 
Ended is the glorioas strife ; 
Fought the fight, the work is done, 

Death is swallowed up of life ! 
Borne by angels on their wings, 
Far from earth the spirit flies, 
Finds its Qod, and sits, and sings, 
Triumphing in Paradise." 

T. B. 
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SPEECH OF 
F. N. CHABBINGTON, ESQ. 

The name of Gharrington, as con- 
nected with the celebrated London 
East End Brewery, has long been be- 
fore the public. Mr. F. N. Gharring- 
ton has now abjured his vocation, 
because he has come to see the mis- 
chief which the trade in intoxicating 
drinks inflictsupon the people. With 
a devotion to God's service and 
a sacrifice of worldly interests really 
noble, he has washed his hands of 
the terrible occupation, and boldly 
declared that henceforth he will have 
neither lot nor part in a trade which 
is destroying his fellow-men. It affords 
ns special pleasure to furnish an out- 
line of the speech he delivered at a 
great Band of Hope meeting in Exeter 
Hall, 1873 :— 

*' I appear before yon as one who 
has only lately come out of the fearful 
bnsiness generally known as the liquor 
traffic. It is the first time I have 
taken the chair at so large a meeting 
as the present. This evening we have 
met for a very special purpose. I 
remember some time ago a friend at 
Brighton telling me that he had gone 
to hear a very old gentleman preach- 



ing in one of the churches there. He 
was giving advice to young men, and 
stated that he was more than eighty 
years of age, and had been a teeto- 
taller some years. In closing he said, 
* Young men, if you wish to get to my 
age, if you want to be strong, if you 
want a head which never aches, and 
a hand which never shakes, and a 
voice which never falters, do not touch 
the intoxicating cap/ 

" There are, I believe, many persons 
here to-night who are not total ab- 
stainers. I am thankful to say that I 
have been one for four years. When 
first spoken to on this subject I said I 
did not see any reason why I should 
be one. I said that I never drank too 
much in my life, and saw no reason 
why I should deny myself the one glass 
of ale or of wine which I had at my 
dinner. But my objections then were 
simply for want of thought upon the 
subject, and because I was ignorant 
in those days of what the drink trade 
was doing in this country. There- 
fore, my own experience leads me to 
the conclusion that persons should 
really be induced to think upon this 
question, and be brought to know what 
the drink is doing. Some of you who 
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are now present, may possibly never 
have heard of what the drink is doing » 
or if you have, perhaps yon have 
never considered that it is filling our 
workhouses, crowding our prisons, and 
worse than all, filling our madhouses 
with the insane. Do you think, as I 
used to when spoken to about this 
subject, that we are saying too much, 
and rather exaggerating &ese facts ? 
Then let me tell you, as one who once 
thought as you do now, that we are 
not doing this at all. We might quote 
numberless instances of what the devil 
is doing by means of his prime agency 
— strong drink. When we see what 
the drink is doing, it is not asking yon 
too much when we beg of you to listen 
patiently to the arguments which will 
be advanced this evening. 

*' This meeting is especially for 
Sanday-school teachers. Well, in my 
small way, I have tried to serve the 
Lord in that work. I cannot help 
thinking that the post of a Sunday- 
school teacher is one of the most re- 
sponsible that any one can occupy. 
Therefore, I ask you, as fellow 
Sunday-school teachers, to try and 
realise what is your responsibility to 
God in relation to those you have 
under your care. When I read the 
facts which have been brought out in 
connection with Sunday-schools, I 
have been forced to ask myself 
whether we have done our daty to the 
full by these children ? While we talk 
of the drink, may I not press upon you 
this great point? — to strive not only 
for the improvement of the children, 
but for their actual conversion to God. 
Still it is the drink that causes so 
many to fall back who have been care- 
fully taught in our Sunday-schools, 
and it seems to me that you should 
really consider this deliberately and 
come to a conclusion upon it in accord- 
ance with the facts, and as God shall 
lead you to decide. 

** There was an English judge who 
once said : * Over the doors of all the 
public-houses in the land there ought 
to be written in large letters these 
words, " The way to hell, leading down 
to the chambers of death.'' * Oh ! that 
it were written to warn the people 
from entering, I shall never forget 
being one day in Brighton, and seeing 
a large public-house suzrounded by 



palings, and on some of them were 
written in very large letters, ' Dan- 
gerous.' At first I did not understand 
what was meant, but I thought it a 
capital thing to put outside every 
public-house, and I wish that it was 
always done. I found afterwards 
that the house itself was unsafe, and 
was in danger of falling on the people 
beneath. I notice that in the theatres 
they do warn people, for they put up 
' to the pit.' Oh ! that every one could 
realise to where theatres lead ! But 
there again drink comes in . If it were 
not for the drink the theatres would 
not pay, and if it were not for the 
drink the foul music-halls would not 

gay in our metropolis. So it just 
rings us back to the old point. 
Whatever we think of, whether it is 
theatres or music-halls, or what not, 
we are brought back to the awfal 
drink which is sending so many thou- 
sands to ruin. 

'' It was as a Sunday-school teacher, 
or, at any rate, as one who was help- 
ing to teach the young, and telling 
them the way that they would be 
saved, that I began to reflect on what 
I was doing, while I was engaged in 
that dreadful traffic. Then it was that 
I began to think that whereas I might 
be saving a few souls by God's instru- 
mentality, yet at the same time I was 
the means of sending others to that 
doom from which they could never 
return. Dear friends, of all the awful 
inventions of the devil — and he has 
fearful nets for entrapping the unwary 
— there is nothing like the drink» 
The traffic in drink surrounds our 
metropolis like a fearful net, into 
which those who are unwary fall. 

" Sunday-school teachers, may we 
not ask you to-night one very solemn 
question, and that is, will you be 
responsible for the non-abstaining 
example you set your children? 
There was a lady once, who was try- 
ing to persuade a young man to 
partake of a glass of beer. He had 
been a total abstainer all his life, and 
he told the lady so, but she went on 
trying to persuade him to take this one 
glass of beer. At last he said: — 
'Well, ma'am, if I take this one 
glass of beer, will you be responsible 
for the consequences ?' She thought 
awhile, and at last said: — ^*No, I 
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conld not.' ' Ah ! well, then,' he said, 
* I won't be responsible myself, and I 
won't touch it.' And so we ask you 
to-night, Will you each be responsible 
if yon allow your children to take the 
first glass ? May you impress upon 
them not to touch the first glass. Tell 
them that the first glass leads to an- 
other, and that to another, and in the 
end they become like the reeling 
drunkards who are to be seen in our 
streets." 



TIPPLERS IN THE CHURCH. 

There are probably very few churches 
—of any considerable size — that are 
entirely free from the sorrow and 
shame of intemperate drinking. 
Ministers are continually telling us of 
their anxieties, their perplexities, and 
their griefs, on account of tippling 
charch-members. One has fallen into 
the habit from the use — always dan- 
gerous, even to a saint — of alcoholic 
medicines. Another has an hereditary 
appetite for liquor. Another kept 
wines on his table until he became too 
fond of them. A fourth was a reformed 
inebriate when he entered the church. 
This class are always in danger of 
falling, and will be to their dying day. 
The terrible penalty which a slave of 
the bottle must ever pay is the life- 
long danger of being put into the 
chains again. This is an argument 
for Total Abstinence which no inge- 
nioos sophistries nor any perversions 
of God's Word can ever answer. 
This thirst for strong drink is a *'worm 
that never dies.'^ It may be held in 
the check of God's grace ; but the 
serpent is only '* scotched, not killed." 
Oh, the harrowing tales which fallen 
church-members and even ministers 
of the Gospel have told to confirm 
this statement ! 

But what shall be done with those 
members of the flock who put them- 
selves into the jaws of the tiger? 
Shall they be cut oflf from church- 
fellowship on account of one offence 
against sobriety? Assuredly not. 
The promptest, kindest efforts should 
be made to reclaim them. Even if they 
fall again and again, the Church of 
Christ (whose mission is to save sinners 
wherever they are found) can better 
afford to have them in than they can 



afford to be cast out. Suspension or 
expulsion from the fold generally 
breeds despair. " Until seventy times 
seven," let us forgive these transgres- 
sors, and give them a fresh probation. 
We can recall now the case of a 
Christian brother, who — from the 

Eerilous use of alcoholic medicines-^ 
ecame a perfect sot, yet he was borne 
with and laboured with until he sud- 
denly reformed (as by a miracle) and 
lived an earnest and humble man of 
prayer until his dying day. Had we 
flung him off he might have perished 
in his sin. 

While our churches allow Mr. A. to 
remain in the fold while he drinks 
everyday without intoxication, it is 
not very It^gical to expel Brother B., 
who drinks the same quantity^ and 
staggers under its influence. Con- 
sistency requires that we either make 
Total Abstinence a term of church- 
membership, or else that we deal 
mercifully with those who tamper and 
are overcome. A drunkard within 
the Church of Christ is indeed a shame ; 
but is it not quite as great a shame for 
that church to abet and allow those 
social usages which manufacture 
drunkards ? 

We must bear with them, and 
labour with them as long as a flicker of 
hope lasts. But a better and a wider 
and a wiser policy is for God's 
churches to preach and to practise 
Total Abstinence. Then we shall not 
be pained and sickened at the sight of 
inebriety among the flock of the holy 
Bedeemer. Instead of a desperate 
struggle to reach those who are on the 
awful verge of the cataract, let us go 
farther down and save them from fall- 
ing into the rapids. Prevention is 
sure. The ** cure " is difficult, doubt- 
ful, and often desperate. 
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Sheen from My Thought Waves. 
By W. Osborne Lilley. Post 8vo, 
cloth, pp. 174. Price 2s. Lon- 
don : Haughton & Co. 

Whatever is the man's reason for 
prefixing to his book such a queer 
title ? We thought the days of singu- 

I 
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lar titles had passed away, and we 
cannot think that Mr. Lilley will find 
this title will attract readers for his 
book. 

The book contains 277 pieces in 163 
pages; some pieces only occupying two 
lines, others several pages. No. II. 
has only two lines : *^ Inward ten- 
dencies, rather than outward tempta- 
tions, ruin men/' page 1. 

No. VII. three lines : " Some people 
before they act or express an opinion, 
go out and see where sets the wind ; 
and they are as true to it as a 
weather-cock." No. IX. has four lines : 
" The presence of God should be as 
familiar to us as the walls of our 
houses, as the Psalmist prayed, ' Be 
Thou my strong habitation, where- 
unto I may continually resort.' *' 

These quotations will give our 
readers an idea of the character and 
contents of the book ; few can read it 
without profit. 

Helps to the Study of the Bible. Con- 
taining notes, analytical, chronolo- 
gical, historical, and geographical ; 
a Biblical index; concordance; a dic- 
tionary of Scripture proper names, 
and twelve coloured maps. Oxford : 
printed at the University Press for 
the Wesleyan Conference OflSce, 2, 
Castle-street, City-road. Sold at 
66, Paternoster-row, London, and 
can be had for 2s.in postage stamps, 
sent to Philip Parker, 19, Exeter 
HaU. 

A FRIEND writing to me in a letter 
speaks of this book thus : — ** * Helps to 
the Study of the Bible,' I must say is 
a very nice book. It has a good strong 
neat binding, and is literally crammed 
with interesting and instructive 
matter, all on Biblical subjects." 
The reader may see a long reference 
to this book in the August number of 
our own Magazine for 1879, page 239, 
in "Passing Events." j. s. 
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It may not be generally known that 
it is highly dangerous to come in con- 
tact with rods or wires through which 
electric currents are flowing. A musi- 
cian engaged at a suburban theatre at 



Birmingham lost his life by incau- 
tiously seizing hold of the brass citr- f 
rent connections of an electric appa- 
ratus by which the building was lighted. 
He received so powerful an electric 
shock that he died soon afterwards. 

At a late meeting of the Paris So- 
ciety of Commercial Geography, M. 
Masqueray , the Saharan explorer,gave 
some interesting information concern- 
ing the land of Adrar, in the Western 
Sahara. Adrar, or Aderar, presents 
two or three of the chief aspects of the 
Sahara, which is by no means the 
universal desert at one time supposed. 
Adrar- Temar is placed like a long 
narrow island between two banks of 
sand. It is almost a level region, 
slightly elevated above the sands. In- 
termittent streams are found in the 
country, and there are numerous towns, 
or large villages, containing a consi- 
derable population. The country is 
covered with gum-acacias, and os- 
triches abound. The most important 
commercial fact in connection with 
Adrar is the existence at Ijil of an 
immense deposit of rock salt. At Tim- 
buctoo a piece of this salt the size of 
a sandal will purchase a man. 

The public expenditure in Europe 
has leaped in fourteen years from 
je398,000,000 to Je586,000,000. For 
Hussia and Germany it was actually 
more than double in 1679 what it was 
in 1865. National debts have swelled 
in the same period fromde2,626,000,000 
to £4,324,000,000. The great cause 
of the immense expenditure of Europe 
is the spirit of war which makes 
navies and armies to be deemed so 
necessary. 

A FOURTH attempt within a brief 
period has been unsuccessfully made 
to kill the Czar of Russia. The floor 
of the dining-room of the Winter 
Palace, — where the royal party would 
have been seated if an accident had 
not caused ten minutes' detention,^ 
was blown up with dynamite, and 
several soldiers' lives sacrificed. How 
vain are worldly wealth and worldly 
greatness! Here is an absolute 
monarch, said to possess an income of 
J 5,000 per day, reigning over about 
8,000,000 square miles of territory 
stretciiing from the Gulf of Bothnia to 
Behring's Straits, and holding rale 
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over nearly 100,000,000 of snbjeots, 
and at the same time so beset on all 
sides by a spirit of sedition, that he 
deems it pradent to hand over his 
government to a Military Dictator. 

The Pope having issued an Ency- 
clical on the sabject of marriage, con- 
cludes as follows : *^ Let all ardently 
and humbly pray for the aid of the 
Blessed Immaculate Virgin, in order 
that she may aid mankind as a mother 
and guide. And let us with the same 
fervour beseech Paul and Peter, the 
Princes of the Apostles," &c. 

Lord Dbbby spoke thus recently 
at Liverpool on Thrift : '* You will 
sometimes hear people talk — young 
people especially — as if there was 
something mean and poor about the 
habit of frugality, and as if squander- 
ing were the sign of a generous nature: 
—that is a fallacy. Most people who 
save, do it with, at least, a partly un- 
selfish purpose. They save for the old 
age of a peurent, for the future of a 
child, or in order that they themselves, 
in old age, may not be a burden to 
others. But of what is needlessly 
spent, how much goes, in general, in 
nothing else than personal and selfish 
pleasure ! What is there fine about 
the spectacle of a youth grown old, 
with nothing of his own laid by, dis- 
abled from work, and living on the 
charity of his brothers, his sisters, or 
his children." 

American Mtssionabies are doing 
a great work in Turkey. To say no- 
thing of Turkey in Europe, the whole 
number of registered Protestants in 
Asia Minor is 24,975. The total num- 
ber of educated native pastors and 
preachers is 116, while the whole 
number of school teachers is 312. 
Many of these native preachers and 
teachers are men of marked ability. 
Great attention is given to Sabbath 
schools. The number of such schools 
is 176, with an average attendance of 
15,423 persons. Men, women, and 
children attend the Sabbath schools, 
and engage for an hour and a half 
each Sabbath in the earnest study of 
the Bible. The people connected with 
these Protestant churches are mostly 
poor ; yet they gave during the past 
year jB4,214 to support the work that 
is being carried on among them. 



There is quite a demand for schools 
and colleges, and this demand is not 
confined to either sex, nor to any par* 
tionlar people. 

On mutual and peaceful terms the 
Liberian Republic has annexed that 
vast and important country adjoining 
the interior frontier of the Republic, 
known as the kingdom of Medina. 
Medina abounds in the richest of 
African productions ; there are thoa- 
sands upon thousands of acres of gold 
and iron fields ; its forests are teeming 
with ebony, palm, gum, and rubber 
trees, while the well-known Liberian 
coffee-tree is found growing sponta- 
neously in all its native splendour to 
the height of thirty and forty feet. In 
this new acquisition, Liberia has 
opened still wider the door into the 
interior of Central Africa. The Medina 
country, with its 700,000 souls, will 
form a very rich and populous portion 
of the Republic. 

The two parties employed in con- 
structing the St. Gothard Tunnel — the 
longest tunnel in the world — ^have met 
successfully. The completion of the 
tunnel, which is expected to be ready 
for traffic in September, will now be 
comparatively easy. 

Mb. Hore, an agent of the London 
Missionary Society, has discovered 
that the large river Lukagu is the oat- 
let of Lake Tanganyika, and has thus 
proved that the prevailing opinion of 
there being no outlet to the lake is 
incorrect. At the same time that this 
was made known to the Royal Geo- 
graphical Society, Dr. Emil Holub 
gave an 'interesting and detailed ac- 
count of a people he found in the 
southern part of Central Africa, who 
differed from those of the southern 
part of the continent in many respects. 
The Marutse showed a reverence for 
a Supreme Being. They believe in 
life after death, and they hold women 
in great esteem, as shown by the fact 
that their rulers had more frequently 
been queens than kings. The slave 
trade was not carried on among them ; 
but they were traders in ivory and 
other things, and had some knowledge 
of the arts. 

It has been determined to make an, 
effort to establish, by voluntary means* 

i2 
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an institute for the purpose of treating 
inebriates according to the Habitncd 
Drunkards* Act. The institute, when 
established, is to be supported by pay- 
ments from the patients, and is to be 
called the Dalrymple Betreat. 

Db. Diflook says that it cannot be 
too widely known that Condensed Milk 
is not good for babies, being most un- 
reliable food for them, as it will not 
assimilate. He had just sat, as coroner, 
upon the body of a child which had 
been fed upon condensed milk until 
it died of starvation. 

With only one dissentient, the Li- 
verpool Town Council has decided to 
petition Parliament in favour of Sun- 
day closing. At the late election both 
candidates promised support to such 
a measure. 

The serious charges which Dr. W. 
H. Russell made as to the drunken 
habits of the troops in the Transvaal 
have been officially contradicted ; still 
there is plenty of evidence to show 
that the conduct of many of the sol- 
diers in South Africa has been dis- 
graceful. As among civilians, so in 
the Army, strong drink is the great 
hindrance to good behaviour. 

At the annual meeting of the Coffee 
Taverns Company, Lord Derby said : 
** A great deal has of late been said 
about the peasantry becoming the 
owners of land, and having gardens 
and fields and farms of their own. 
How many working men know or 
think when they order three penny- 
worth of beer or spirits, that they are 
swallowing down a square yard of 
good agricultural land? Half the 
amount of money spent in drink would 
in ten years purchase 10,000,000 acres 
or just about one- eighth of the whole 
SOU of Great Britain. Of sixpence 
spent in spirits fivepenoe go to the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer." 

Speaking at Liverpool on February 
Idtfa, Dr. Farrar is reported to have 
said: " What went on at Sheffield the 
other day? In that town there are 
1,500 publicans, and with one excep- 
tion, tiiey agreed to sink all political 
opinion, and vote against Mr. Waddy, 
because he had promised to vote for 
Local Option. When publicans unite 
as one man to resist Sunday closing 



and Local Option, it seems to me they 
are playing a very dangerous game. 
If once the people of England awake 
to see what the licensed victuallers 
are doing, and what they mean to do, 
they will sink lower and lower in pub- 
lic estimation, and not least in the 
estimation of the better part of the 
working classes; and they will, by 
pursuing such a course, sooner or 
later awaken against themselves a 
burst of indignation in which their 
pretensions will be as tow, and the 
passions of the people of England will 
be the flame." 

The friends of Sir Wilfrid Lawson 
are not disappointed that he failed to 
carry his Local Option resolution iu 
Parliament. Parliamentary Beform, 
the Abolition of Slavery, Free Trade, 
the Abolition of Church Rates, and 
such measures, were not carried with- 
out a struggle. Notwithstanding a 
majority of ir^ in this last session of 
the present Parliament, the battle will 
still go on. The friends of temperance 
are not faint-hearted, they will still 
pursue the object they aim at — to 
check the progress of the dire evil of 
drunkenness. However much the 
desired consummation may be 
hindered, the day of triumph will 
come. 

The Town Council of Nottingham, 
after a lengthy debate and much so- 
phistical argumentation in favour of 
the Sunday opening of the magnificent 
museum of that town, rejected the 
motion by a majority of nine. The 
Sunday League is resolutely deter- 
mined if possible to secularize the 
Lord's Day in England. Christians 
must be alive to this peril and with- 
stand the secularists. 

In a charge just delivered by the 
Bishop of Lichfield, his Lordship 
said that he '* looked with favour, 
though there were difficulties iu the 
way, on the scheme for a distinct order 
of deacons, who should be allowed to 
follow a secular occupation." Speak- 
ing of the Nonconformists, the Bishop 
said, *' English Nonconformity was 
never so powerful and never so weak 
as in the present day. Its strength 
lies in its political influence, its weak- 
ness in its religious decay. What the 
issue will be it is difficult to foretelL 
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While the cause of disestablishment 
has scarcely prospered daring the last 
few years, it is impossible to say how 
soon the exigencies of political warfare 
or the cravings of political ambition 
may elevate it into a hustings-cry, 
and, by securing the adhesion of this 
powerful political party, may precipi- 
tate the unhappy end. We cannot 
also shut our eyes to the fact that, 
throughout Christendom, tendencies 
are at work in a like direction." 

In an article entitled The Ootpel 
and the Poor^ the Methodist Recorder 
of February 18th contained some 
suggestive sentiments, well worthy of 
consideration : " It may be questioned 
whether the policy of recent years does 
not exhibit a tendency to run to an 
extreme. Circuits are divided into 
fractionB. Chapels are erected in 
connection with very small societies. 
The pastor is no sooner on the ground 
than his maintenance becomes an ab- 
sorbing difficulty. Rich men are 
needed and their generosity is heavily 
and continuously taxed. Frequent 
collections, special appeals, and high 
seat-rents, become a necessity; and 
as a result, the congregation furnishes 
a melancholy contrast to the Saviour's 
words, ' The poor ye have always with 
you.' The horseleech with its un- 
ceasing cry of * Give, give ' crawls on 
the threshold of the sanctuary. Such 
a state of things, if it become common, 
will assuredly sever the poor from 
Methodism. The poor are generally 
alienated by urgent and incessant 
appeals for money. We have heard 
complaints that sermons recited and 
sermons read, are on the increase 
amongst us. If so, it is in spite of 
the solemn counsel given in the Ordi- 
nation Charges of at least a dozen 
Presidents last past. Such sermons 
can never bring the Gospel to the 
ears and hearts of humble people." 

Mb. G. S. Bailton and a number 
ef evangelists of the '* Salvation 
Army " have gone as Missionaries to 
the United States. The great feature 
of the work of the " Salvation Army," 
is to sing and preach in the streets,and 
by earnest effort to arrest the attention 
of those who most need to be benefited 
hj the Gospel. In many places public 



halls, theatres, and other places are 
hired, to afford a greater opportunity 
of usefulness. Lady Cairns and Mr. 
James Barlow, of Bolton, were among 
the large audience which met to bid 
farewell to this American party. 
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" WHY ABT THOU CAST DOWN ?" 

" Why art thou cast down, my soul f 
and why art thou disquieted withhi me ? 
hope thou in God : for I shall yet praise 
Him, who is the health of my cotintenanoe, 
and my God."— Psahn xlii. 11. 

Why sinks my heart in waves of woe ? 

Why heaves my breast the pond'rons 
siRh? 
Does Jesn's mercy cease to flow ? 

Does saccoor flee now trouble's nigh ? 

Why hangs this gloom upon my brow ? 

Why all so dark and cheerless grown ? 
hear me, Saviour, tell me now. 

Shall darkness never light become ? 

" Hrae thou in God," I hear thee say, 
** His praise shall yet thy lips employ ; 

Thy darkness shall be lost in da^ ; 
Thy sorrow turned to lasting joy." 

By hope upraised, my thankful heart, 
** My God, my God," shall ceaseless sing. 

Thy face alone can health impart, 
Thy love alone can comfort bring. 

Fhii.08. 



MY BOY. 

BT THE BEV. JAMES PIEBPONT. 

I cannot make him dead ! 

His fair sunshiny head 
Is ever bounding round my study chair ; 

Yet when my eyes, now dim 

With tears, I turn to him. 
The vision vanishes — ^he is not there I 

I walk my parlour floor, 

And, through the open door, 
I hear a footfall on the chamber stair ; 

I'm stepping t'ward the haU, 

To give the boy a call, 
And then l^think me that— he is not there ! 

I thread the crowded street, 

A satchel'd lad I meet. 
With the same beaming eyes and coloured 
hair', 

And as he's running by, 

Follow him with my eye, 
Scarcely believing that — he is not there ! 

I know his face is hid 
Under the coffin lid ; 
Closed are his eyes — cold is his forehead 
fair; 
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My hand that marble felt, — 
O'er it in prayer I knelt, 
Tet my heart whisperB that— he is not there! 

I cannot make him dead 1 

When passing by his bed. 
Bo long watched over with parental care, 

My spirit and my eye 

Seek it inquiringly. 
Before the thought comes that— he is not 
there I 

When at the cool, grey break 
Of day, from sleep I wake. 

With my first breathing of the morning air, 
My soul goes np with joy 
To Him who gave my boy ; 

Then comes the sad thought that— he is 
not there I 

When at the day's calm dose, 

Before we seek repose, 
I'm with his mother, offering up our prayer; 

Whate'er I may be saying , 

I am, in spirit praying 
For our boy's spirit, though — ^he is not 
there I 

Not there ? Where, then, is he ? 

The form I used to see 
Was but the raiment that he used to wear. 

The grave, that now doth press 

Upon that cast-off dress. 
Is but his wardrobe locked— ^%« is not there I 

He lives I — in all the past 

He lives ; nor, to the last. 
Of seeing him again will I despair : 

In dreams I see him now, 

And on his angel brow, 
I see it written, *' Thou shalt see me there /'* 

Yes, we all live to God I 
Fatheb, thy chastening rod 

So helpus, thine afSicted ones, to bear, 
That in the spirit-land. 
Meeting at thy right hand 

Twill be our heaven to find that— he is 
there ! 



SPABE THE INSECT. 

Oh t turn that little foot aside, 
Nor crush beneath its tread 

The smallest insect of the earth, 
That looks to God for bread. 

If He, who made the universe, 
Looks down in kindest love. 

To shape ah humble thing like this. 
From His high throne above, — 

Why shouldst thou then, in wantonness, 
That creature's life destroy; 

Or give a pang to any thing 
That He has made for joy ? 

My child, begin in little things 

To act the gentle part, 
For God will turn His love away 

From every cruel heart. 



SLAVEBY IN AFBICA. 

Cameron's two volames, "Across 
Africa," bear the date of 1877; so 
that he may be regarded as showing 
the Rtate of Africa at the present time. 
Id the last chapter of the concluding 
volume, be expresses a desire to " re- 
move that blot on the boasted civili- 
sation of the nineteenth century, the 
cursed slave trade." In justification 
of these words, we will quote a few 
statements from his second volume. 

''AugtLst,\%14k,^l tried every means 
to persuade the people to sell me 
canoes ; but without avail. Some said 
they would bring canoes if I paid for 
them in slaves. One man had a won- 
derfully keen idea of trading, and re- 
plied that the cowries would be lying 
idle, and bringing him in nothing till 
he managed to buy slaves with them ; 
whereas if he received slaves in pay- 
ment, he could set them at work at 
once to paddle canoes between the 
markets, to catch fish, to make pottery, 
or to cultivate his fields ; in fiAot, he 
did not want his capital to lie idle. 
After a time we moved on, passing 
many deserted villages with their 
crops destroyed by the late marauders 
from Nyangwe. Very few slaves are 
exported from Manyu6ma by the 
Arabs for profit^ but are obtained to 
fill their harems, to cultivate the 
farms which always surround the 
permanent camps, and to act as 
porters. By the time a caravan 
arrives at Tanganyika from the west- 
ward, nearly Mty per cent, have made 
their escape; and the majority of 
those remaining are disposed of at 
Ujiji and Unyanyemb^, frequently as 
hire for free porters, so that compara- 
tively few reach the coast. Slavery, 
nevertheless, is increasing, owing to 
the number of coast people settling in 
the interior, who fancy that it adds to 
their dignity to possess large numbers 
of slaves. The only drawback I ex- 
perienced to the comfort of Tipo-tipo's 
camp, was the number of slEives in 
chains who met my eyes at every turn. 
Tipo-tipo and many Arab tradeics 
asserted that they would be glad /to 
find other means of transport for thiair 
goods, instead of trusting to slavlei; 



s 



OHOIOB SELECTIONS. 



11» 



bnt not regarding slave-dealing as a 
sin in the abstract, they availed them- 
selves of the means at their disposal. 

*' September, 1874. — ^We arrived at 
a village named Eifama» from which 
the people bolted on our approach. 
The chief said the inhabitants of 
Tillages fled on the approach of the 
caravan, because the only strangers 
they had any previous knowledge of 
were those who came slave-hunting, 
and seized the slightest pretext to 
make war and destroy villages for the 
sake of obtaining slaves and plunder. 

*' October, 1874. — ^During the next 
two days we were constantly shot at, 
and some half-dozen of my men were 
wounded whilst fetching water from 
the stream. The actual reason of onr 
being attacked was that a party from 
a Portaguese caravan had been within 
five miles of Eamwawi, destroying 
villages, murdering men, and carrying 
off women and children as slaves. 
The natives naturally connected me 
with the slave-hunters. We made two 
marches through fertile and open 
country, with many villages lately 
destroyed by parties reported to belong 
to Kasongo and the Portuguese. The 
people had been carried off as slaves, 
the country laid waste, and banana- 
trees and oil-palms cut down. 

''February, 1875. — On this march 
with Alvez, I was disgusted beyond 
measure with what I saw of the 
manner in which the unfortunate 
slaves were treated; and have no 
hesitation in asserting that the worst 
of the Arabs are in this respect angels 
of hght in comparison with the Portu- 
guese and those who travel with them. 
Had it not come under my personal 
notice, I should scarcely have believed 
that any men conld be so wantonly 
and brutally cruel. The whole organi- 
zation of Alvez' caravan was bad from 
beginning to end. The nucleus con- 
sisted of a small number of his own 
slaves and porters liired by him in 
Bihe; but the greater portion was 
composed of independent parties from 
Bihe ; and there were also a few people 
from Lovale and Kibokwe who had 
joined en route in order to come to 
Urua to steal slaves. These outsiders, 
who were all provided with guns, had 
been encouraged to join us to add to 
^s apparent strength of the party. 



At starting, the whole caravan may 
have numbered seven hundred, and 
before leaving Urua they had collected 
over fifteen hundred slaves, principsJly 
by force and robbery. 

*'At the burial of a chief of Urua, the 
first proceeding is to divert the course 
of a stream, and in its bed to dig an 
enormous pit, the bottom of which is 
then covered with living women. At 
one end a woman is placed on her 
hands and knees, and upon her back 
the dead chief, covered with his beads 
and other treasures, is seated, being 
supported on either side by one of his 
wives, while his second wife sits at his 
feet. The earth is then shovelled in 
on them, and all the women are buried 
alive, with the exception of the second 
wife. To her, custom is more merci- 
ful than to her companions, and grants 
her the privilege of being killed before 
the huge grave is filled in. This being 
completed, a number of male slaves — 
sometimes forty or fifty — are slaugh- 
tered, and their blood poured over the 
grave; after which the river is allowed 
to resume its coarse. Stories were 
rife, that no fewer than a hundred 
women were buried alive with Bam- 
barre, Kasongo's father. Smaller 
chiefs are buried with two or three 
wives, and a few slaves only are killed, 
that their blood may be shed on the 
grave. 

" In the beginning of May I sent a 
search party two or three days' march 
along the Eanyoka. They returned 
and reported that all the country they 
had passed through had been desoj 
lated by Kasongo, Coimbra, and 
those with them. No village is secure 
against destruction under Kasongo's 
rule. The wretched fugitives, rush- 
ing from the flames into the jungle, 
in the hope of finding safety, are 
captured by people lying in ambush. 
The men are slaughtered, and the 
women sent to recruit the ranks of 
Kasongo's harem. Under the com- 
bined influence of immoderate drink- 
ing and smoking bhang, Kasongo acts 
like a demon, ordering death and 
mutilation indiscriminately, and be- 
having in the most barbarous manner 
to any who may be near him. 

''June, 1875. — The conduct of Alvez* 
people on the road, was disgraceful. 
They attacked any small parties of 
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natives whom they chanced to meet, 
and plundered their loads. Any cul- 
tivated spot they at once fell on like a 
ewarm of locusts ; and throwing down 
their loads, rooted up ground-nuts 
and sweet potatoes, and laid waste 
fields of unripe com out of sheer 
wantoness. In the villages where 
they camped they cut down bananas 
and stripped oil-palms of their fronds 
for building their huts ; thus doing 
irreparable injury to the unfortunate 
inhabitants. The consequences of 
this system of living upon the country 
was to be seen in the entire absence 
of women and children, goats, pigs, 
and fowls, from the open villages. 
Only a few men remained in them, 
in the hope of guarding their huts 
against being plundered, but their 
presence was of little avail. 

" July, 1875. — Coimbra arrived in 
the afternoon with a gang of Jifty-two 
women, tied together in lots of seven- 
teen or eighteen. Some had children 
in arms, others were far advanced in 
pregnancy, and all were laden with 
huge bundles of grass-cloth and other 
plunder. These poor weary and foot- 
sore creatures were covered with 
weals and scars, showing how un- 
mercifully cruel had been the treat- 
ment received at the hands of the 
savage who called himself their 
owner. The Christianity of Coimbra, 
like that of the majority of the half 
breeds of Bihe, consisted in having 
been baptized by some rogue calling 
himself a priest. The misery and 
loss of life entailed by the capture of 
these women is far greater than can 
be imagined, except by those who 
have witnessed some such heart- 
rending scenes. Indeed, the cruelties 
perpetrated in the heart of Africa, by 
men calling themselves Christians, 
and carrying the Portuguese flag, 
can scarcely be credited by those 
living in a civilised land; and the 
Government of Portugal cannot be 
cognizant of the atrocities committed 
by nlen claiming to be her subjects. 
To obtain these fifty-two women, at 
least ten villages had been destroyed, 
each having a population of from one 
to two hundred, or about fifteen hun- 
dred in all. Some may, perchance, 
have escaped to neighbouring vil- 
lages ; but the greater portion were 



undoubtedly burnt when their vil- 
lages were surprised, shot whilst 
attempting to save their wives and 
families, or doomed to die of starva- 
tion in the jungle, unless a wild 
beast put a more speedy end to their 
miseries. 

" In consideration of a small pay- 
ment, Mohiri, the chief of Katanga, 
allows parties of his adherents to 
accompany slave-trading caravans on 
their raids, and on returning to his 
head-quarters the slaves are divided 
between the traders and himself, in 
proportion to the number of guns fur- 
nished by his people. His trade with 
Bihe and the West Coast is rapidly 
increasing, and large tracts of coun- 
try- are being depopulated in con- 
sequence. Only a small proportion 
of the slaves taken reach the West 
Coast ; the greater part, more 
especially the women, being forwarded 
to Sekeletu's country, in exchange 
for ivory. And it is not improbable 
that some of these eventually find 
their way to the diamond fields, 
amongst the gangs of labourers taken 
there by the Kaffirs. Nevertheless, 
I am convinced that more are taken 
to the coast near Benguella than can 
be absorbed there, and that an outlet 
for them must exist. I am strongly 
of opinion that, in spite of the un- 
remitting vigilance of the com- 
manders of our men-of-war, and of 
the lives and treasures that England 
has expended in the suppression of 
this inhuman traffic, many slaves are 
still smuggled away, possibly to South 
America or the West Indies. 

*' We marched to Lupanda. At one 
village, whilst we were engaged in 
conver8ation,Alvez'caravan appeared, 
and the natives immediately bolted 
into the village, and closed the en- 
trances. The place I had chosen for 
my camp was near the path, and the 
whole of the caravan passed on in 
front, the mournful procession lasting 
for more than two hours. Women 
and children, footsore and over- 
burdened, were urged on unremit- 
tingly by their barbarous master?; 
and even when they reached the 
camp, it was no haven of rest for the 
poor creatures ; they were compelled 
to fetch water, cook, build huts, and 
collect firewood for those who owned 
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them. The loss of labour entailed 
l)y worloDg gangs of slaves tied to- 
gether is monstroas. 

'* Daring a halt, another string of 
twenty slaves ran away ; the search 
for tiiem was, I am happy to say, 
fruitless. I had noticed the bad 
condition of this gang, several times 
on the road ; the poor wretches being 
travel-worn and half-starved, and 
having large sores caused by their 
loads and the blows and cuts they 
received. The ropes that confined 
them were also, in some instances, 
eating into their flesh. And I saw 
one woman still carrying the infant 
that had died in her arms of starva- 
tion. How keenly I felt in the midst 
of these heart-rending scenes may well 
be imagined." 

We had marked many other pas- 
sages for quotation ; but we fear to 
tire the patience of those who read, by 
a continued recital of such misery. 
Among Cameron's con(;luding words 
are the following: "The question 
now before the civilised world is, 
whether the slave trade in Africa, 
which causes, at the lowest estimate, 
an annual loss of over half a million 
lives, is to be permitted to continue ? 
Every one worthy of the name of a 
man will say, No ! It is not by talk- 
ing and writing that Africa is to be 
regenerated, but by action. Let 
each one who thinks he can lend a 
helping hand do so. Many a name 
must be added to the roll of those 
who have fallen in the cause of Africa ; 
much patient and enduring labour 
most be gone through, without flinch- 
ing or repining^ before we see Africa 
truly free and happy. I firmly believe 
that opening up proper lines of com- 
manioation will do much to check the 
cursed traffic in human flesh ; but I 
&m by no means so certain of the 
rapid extinction of slavery as a 
domestic institution. The custom is 
so deeply engrained in the mind of 
the African, that I fear we must be 
eontent simply to commence the task, 
leaving its completion to our descend* 
Wats. Let us, therefore, work soberly 
*nd steadily ; never being driven back 
or disheartened by any apparent 
failure or rebuff; but, should such be 
saet with, search for the remedy, and 
then press on all the more eagerly. 



And so in time, with God's blessing 
on the work, Africa may be free and 
happy." N. Y. 

THE BRONZE GATES OP BALAWAT. 

The bronze gates of Balawat were 
'brought to England last year by Mr. 
Hormuzd Bassam, being the result 
of excavations carried on by him by 
direction of the Trustees of the British 
Museum in 1877-78. The Mound of 
Balawat, where these treasures were 
found, is situated nine miles north- 
east of the site of the ancient Assyrian 
town of Calah, known to the Arabs as 
the Mounds of Nimrud and near the 
banks of the Shor Dezzeh. It was 
used as a place of burial by the in- 
habitants of the modem village bearing 
the same name, situated to the south- 
west of the mound, and in digging 
the grave broken fragments of ancient 
Assyrian bronze work were found. 
Two of these, fortunately very inte- 
resting specimens (for they represented 
the payment of tribute by Tyre and 
Sidon to Shalmanezer III., b.o. 859- 
826), reached England, and were ex- 
hibited by Mr. Bassam at a meeting 
of the Society of Biblical Archaeology. 
Since this it has been reserved for Mr. 
Bassam to secure the rich treasure of 
which these specimens were only an 
instalment, and (the whole has been 
marvellously pieced and restored at 
the Museum. 

Balawat is the site of a great Assy- 
rian temple, built by King Assur- 
nazir-pal, b.o. 885-859, and dedicated 
to the war-god Nerval. The town 
appears to have existed previous to 
the building of the Temple and to 
have been conquered with other por- 
tions of southern Assyria by the 
Babylonians at the fall of the first 
empire, and again re-conquered and 
re-incorporated into the Assyrian 
empire by Assur-neizir-pal, who erected 
the temple of which the gates form 
part, and called the place Imgnr Beli 
or the Fort of Bel. These facts are 
ascertained from inscriptions found in 
the excavations. The actual gates 
now in the Museum appear to have 
been added by Shalmanezer III., son 
of the founder. 

We quote from the Times a few 
passages illustrative of the exceeding 
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interest and importance of these As- 
syrian remains :— 

** The decoration of the gates was 
by a series of long bronze ribands or 
plates, about two feet in width and 
eight feet in length, which were laid 
horizontally on the wooden frama 
covering both the face and roond of 
the post. Each of these scrolls was 
decorated with two tiers of sculptures 
in repousse work, chased with a 
graying tool, illustrative of the cam- 
paign of Shalmanezer III. The tiers 
were separated from one another by a 
border decorated with rosettes, which 
were perforated to admit the nails 
fostening it to the frame. Either 
door was decorated with seven of 
these metal bands, making fourteen 
in all. When we gaze at these splendid 
works of art and build up before us 
these rich entrance gates to the tem- 
ple of the Assyrian King, we certainly 
must admit them to form one of the 
grandest historical monuments ever 
rescued from the grave of centuries. 

" Here we see the busy life of the 
camp, the guards, the royal quarters, 
and the preparation of the evening 
meal. In another portion, the artist 
places before us the great battles 
which formed the turning points in 
the history of western Asia, such as 
that of Karkar (Aroer), b.c. 854, which 
broke the power of the strong Syrian 
league, under the kings of Hamath 
and Phoenicia, or the wars in the 
rugged mountain passes of Armenia, 
which forced back for nearly two cen- 
turies the Medes and other Aryan 
tribes. 

*' But there is one series of pictures 
which is particularly interesting to all 
students of Biblical ArchsBology, since 
they illustrate, as the inscriptions 
over them state, the receipt of* tribute 
from the ships of the Tyrians and 
Sidonians.' Several times during his 
reign the Assyrian monarch had re- 
ceived the tribute of the merchant 
emporia of western Asia; but no 
monument as yet had afforded an 
illustration of the scene. 

" In the picture by the Assyrian 
artist we see that the reception took 
place on the sea shore in the neigh- 
bourhood of Tyre, and a representa- 
tion of that city on a rocky island 
surrounded by the sea, as described 



in the inscriptions, is given. The- 
island on which the city stands is 
represented as rough and rugged,, 
with a kind of sloping quay towards 
the shore. The city is surrounded by 
a wall, and has five towers with but- 
tresses, and serrated battlements. 
Entrance to the city is obtained by 
two broad, arched gateways. Between 
the island and the mainland ships are 
to be seen bearing the tribute of the 
city. The whole scene here depicted 
by the Assyrian artist is extremely 
animated, and when decked with aU 
the bright colours of the surrounding 
nature, the rich costumes of the 
Assyrian host, together with the 
varied dresses of &e Tyrian nobles, 
sailors, and people, must have formed 
a splendid picture. 

" From * sea-bound Tyre,' the tri- 
bute-bearers are bringing across to 
t)ke mainland the rich offerings of 
tribute, these being conveyed to the 
shore in ships or boats. The vessels 
used have both a high prow and 
stern, and are certainly much behind 
the Phoenician ships which formed 
the fleet of Sennacherib in b.c. 690. 
They have a strong resemblance to 
the Venetian gondola, their high prow 
and stern being both decorated with 
rams' heads. The boats are propelled 
by broad curved oars, a man rowing 
at either end of the vessel, and the 
cargo of goods being piled in the 
centre. As each vessel nears the 
shore a lively scene commences. 
Two men in short kirtles rush into 
the surf, throw a rope over the prow, 
and tow the boat ashore, while strong 
carriers bear the bales of cloth, the 
trays of silver ingots, the bars of tin, 
and other metals, together with many 
other varied objects high up on shore. 
Here the Assyrian soldiers receive 
them, and marshal the carriers into 
a regular train to the presence of the 
* Conqueror-King.' The procession 
of Tyrian vassals is headed by the 
usual group of native and Assyrian 
ofl5cials. Next we see two bearers of 
small trays or bowls and bags, proba- 
bly containing gold dust or precious 
gems. Behind this pair come the 
bearers of large trays, on which are 
placed small conical ingots of silver* 
Other carriers follow bearing huge 
brazen cauldrons or vessels. ^^' 
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tionlar yalae was attached to these 
brazen vessels by the spoiling Assy- 
lianB, and when we see them thus 
forming part of the Phoenician tribute, 
they csdl to mind * the brazen cauldron' 
which figures frequently in the 
Homeric writings. The rear of the 
procession is made up of the carriers 
of the more massive portions of the 
tribute, bales of cloth and packages of 
yarioos commodities, the wealth of 
the merchant cities. The Tyrians 
here figured have a most Jewish cast 
of face, and wear on their heads the 
loose woven, pointed cap, worn to 
this day by the sailors of the Mediter- 
ranean. This picture, so fortunately 
preserved to us, is certainly a most 
interesting addition to our knowledge 
of the Phoenician people. We cannot 
think that this contact, often in and 
BDbseqnent to the reign of Shalma- 
nezer, perhaps yearly, could be with- 
out its effect on either nation." — MU' 
ting Link. 



APBIL. 

The fourth month of the year consists 
of thirty days, which was the number 
8aid to be assigned to it by Romulus. 
Its name is usually considered to have 
Iipon derived from Apevire, to open ; 
either from the opening of the buds, 
or of the bosom of the earth in pro- 
ducing vegetation. The Anglo-Saxons 
called it Ooston or Easier Month. In 
this month the sun travels through 
parts of the signs of Aries and Taurus, 
that is to say, of those parts of the 
^iptio which astronomers designate 
by those names. The real motion of 
the sun among the constellations is 
throngh parts of Pisces and Aries. 

The sun rises on the 1st at thirty- 
eight ndnutes after five, and sets at 
thirty minutes after six, giving for 
the first day twelve hours and forty- 
two minutes' sunlight ; on the last day 
^esnn rises at thiity-sax minutes after 
loor, and sets at eighteen minutes after 
seven, giving fourteen hours and forty- 
two minutes' light ; being two hours' 
additional light during the month. 

Kew moon on the 9th at seven 
^xAea after three in the afternoon. 



fall 24th at fifty minutes after ten in 
the evening. 

The weather predictions are that it 
is to be a showery month ; the tem- 
perature low about the 1st and 18th, 
high about the 17th and 80th, great 
atmospheric disturbance about the 
middle of the month. Peace and 
prosperity are predicted for Old Eng- 
land ; we trust it may be so. The 
month begins on a Thursday and ends, 
on a Friday. 

OALENDAB NOTES. 

Easter, or the festival of the resur- 
rection, is the principal of the move- 
able feasts, and it regulates the datea 
of all the other. During the first 
centuries Easter was celebrated at the 
Paschal fall moon, or the Jewish Pass- 
over ; but at the Council of Nice, held 
in 825, it was ordered to be for the 
future on the Sunday after the Paschal 
full moon, and means were taken in 
the rectification of the Calendar at 
that time, to prevent the Christian 
festival in future from falling upon 
the same day as the Jewish Passover. 
This was accomplished by the adop- 
tion of a mean time for the moon, 
similar to that of mean time for the 
sun. And such is the accuracy of 
those calculations, that although as- 
tronomical science is now defined 
with greater exactitude, yet the mean.^ 
or ecclesiastical moon, by which 
Easter is ruled, never departs far from 
the real moon, as seen in the heavens ; 
but the rule for finding Easter 
prefixed by Act of Parliament to the 
Book of Common Prayer, is not quite 
correct. According to the direction 
there given, Easter day would have 
been on the 9th of April in 1876 ; 
whereas it was really on the 16th. 
The rule might be accurately stated 
in the following words. Find the day 
on or next after the 21st' of March 
upon which the ecclesiastical mooa. 
attains the fourteenth day of its age,, 
the Sunday which next follows that 
day will be Easter-day. 

A short and easy rule for finding 
Easter is as follows : — 

Add 6 to the epact for any given 
year ; and if under 80, subtract from 
50 ; if the sum is more than 30, take 
30 from it, and substract the re- 
mainder from 50 ; tiie last remainder* 
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will give the day of the full moon, and 
4he following Sunday is Easter-day. 



Example : 

The epact 1880 is 
To which add 

Making 



18 
6 

24 



Subtract from 



Which gives us 



50 
24 

26 



i. e., the 26th March as the Paschal 
full-moon, which is Friday ; so Easter 
Sunday is the 28th of March. 



O. G. S. 
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HONORARY MEMBERS. 

Any person subscribing to the funds 
of the Association one guinea and up- 
wards is reckoned a '* Honorary Mem- 
ber,'* and is entitled to this Maga- 
zine, which will be sent post- 
free monthly. We are happy to add 
the following new names to the list 
since the beginning of this year: — 
Aid. Brown, Gateshead ; J. H. Bow- 
man, Darlington ; J. Burnley, Man- 
ningham; J. Bramwell, Durham; 
Geo. Brown,Glouce8ter ; F. F. Belsey, 
Rochester; G. Chapman, Nottingham; 
S. Elliott, Newbury ; T. Grisley, Ut- 
toxeter ; W. B. Griffith, Old Bailey ; 
Jas. Lamb, Seaton Deleval ; W. M. 
Moxon, Holloway ; W. Norris, Sun- 
ningdale ; R. Robson, Durham ; R. 
Smith, Pickering; S. Southern, 
Gateshead; Captain Smith, Cente- 
nary Hall ; G. Snaith, South Shields; 
Mrs. Tillotson, Manningham ; M. 
Walton, Ripon ; T. Winter, Durham ; 
Jas. Willan, Durham ; John Willan, 
Durham. 



14, Temple- street, Aylesbury, 
6th March, 1880. 
My Dear Bro. Sims. — Just a line to 
tell you and the brethren at Commit- 
tee on Monday evening that our dear 
Bro. J. S. Cook, of Longwich, in the 
Aiylesbury Circuit, breathed his last 
on March 6th, aged 77 years. It was 
my mournful privilege to be with him 
in his last moments, and to see his 
sun set to rise in a brighter and hap- 
pier clime. Bro. Cook died, as he had 
lived, happy in the love of God. He 
had been a local preacher nearly forty 
years. Being a notable character 
before conversion, he became popular 
in proclaiming that love which won 



his own heart to God. For many 
years he was one of our Honorary 
Members ; and I find — being one of 
his executors — he has remembered his 
aged and needy brethren in his wUL 
He leaves to our Mutual- Aid Associa- 
tion the sum of one hundred pounds. 

I am, with love to yourself and all 
the dear brethren in Committee, 

Yours most truly, 
John Rose. 

OUB VETEBANS. 

No. 61 

Dear Sib, — ^I write to say that I 
received the 10s. Christmas Gift of the 
late James Wild, Esq., for which I 
return my most sincere thanks. My 
health is as well as can be expected 
at 76. I am able yet, through mercy, 
to take a few appointments em 
quarter. T. T. 

No. 62 

Deab Sir,— I beg to acknowledge 

receipt of 10s., the Christinas Gift of 
the late J. Wild, Esq. We are ex- 
tremely grateful for it. It came at a 
time when we were in need of help. 
It has pleased our Heavenly Father 
to take away my dear partner, after 
fifty-seven years a sharer of my i^n 
and sorrows. She died on the 23w 
December, 1879. I trust the noble 
Institution will continue to prospe' 
and aid those who are going down the 
steep of life, and need such help. 
I am, dear Sir, 

Yours faithfully, ^ 
W.J. 

No. 63 . _ , 

I have received the 10s. ChnBtmaj 

Gift. May the Lord bless you I a 
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have not been able to get out for eight 
weeks. I am 81 years of age. 

J. M. 

iro.64 ^ ^ V *u / u • 
Dear Sib,— Our brother (who is 

totally blind), and now in his 80th 

year, requested me to acknowledge 

the receipt of 10s. He received it 

with great thankfulness. He has a 

sister living with him, who is also 

nearly blind. The gift, I am sore, is 

very seasonable. 

Yours truly, 

G. G. B. 

Ho. 68 

Is a local of over half a century, 
and has not yet put off the harness. 
He is also a regular subscriber for 
Our Magtizine, and welcomes it every 
month as an old and valued Mend. 

Fo.72 
Is very thankful for the IDs., as he 

has little to depend on now for sup- 
port ; but although 82 years old, he 
calculates on walking three miles next 
Sunday, preaching twice, and walk- 
iug home again. 

What do you say to this, you young 
men, who find tMs distance too far 
to walk if you can get a bus or train 
to ride in ? 

No. 73 

My dear Sib, — ^I received at the 
end of last week from our worthy 
secretary 10s., which I desire grate- 
fully to acknowledge. The gift has 
again awakened some lively remem- 
brances of our dear Brother Wild, 
when in years past we beheld each 
other in our annual meetings. I feel 
the infirmities of age, 80 years the 
10th of last month, and seventy of 
them hard labour. T. A. 

Ho. 76 

Is thankful for the 10s. He says : 
" It has been a year of joy and sorrow. 
A dear son of mine has passed sud- 
denly into eternity ; but his lamp was 
burning, and there was light in the 
valley. I have now four children 
and a wife in heaven. I have been a 
widower thirty-six years, and was 72 
years old last March; a local preacher 
forty years, and a class-leader forty- 



four years. The Lord bless you all, 
and cause His face to shine on you, is 
the humble prayer of J. P. 

No. 77 

Dear Sib, — ^I hereby with thank- 
fulness acknowledge having received 
the 10s. as the annual Christmas Gift 
left to the aged brethren by the late 
James Wild, Esq. I am truly thank- 
ful, sir. May God bless you, sir! 
and all the committee, for your cha- 
ritable attention towards us. I am 
cripple with paralysis, but 



now a 



happy in Christ. 



W.G. 



No. 78 

Deab Sib, — I am truly thankful to 
you for the 10s., the gift of the late 
James Wild. Please excuse my not 
writing before. I had a wish to stay 
till I was 81, the 10th of January. 
Bless the Lord I am just able now to 
take a little exercise, but have not 
been able to preach for fifteen months^ 

R.K. 

No. 80 

Is a striking specimen of what man 
may come to if he live beyond the 
period of being able to help himself. 
He says he wants constant nursing ; 
has lost his hearing and nearly his 
sight ; his head paralysed, cough 
troublesome, lungs and heart diseased. 
His poor wife in a similar state, and 
has been so for ten years. In addi- 
tion to this there is deep poverty ; for 
a large garden which he has, failed the 
last season, after the expense of cul- 
tivation was met, to return a penny. 
So that in this case we may almost 
say with Burns: — 

" Old age and want, ill-matched pair. 
Shows man was made to mourn." 

No. 81 

My Deab Sib. — Just a line to thank 
you for the 10s. which I have received. 
My age is 63. I have laboured in the 
Master's cause as local preacher more 
than forty years. I cannot do much 
now on account of my health ; but I 
want to do what I can till the Master 
caUs me up higher. 

I remain, yours in Jesus, 

W.D. 
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OENEBAL COmOTTEK 
The monthly meeting was held at our 
office, 19, Exeter Hall, on Mondaj, 
8th March. Tea was provided on 
behalf of Bro. Dnrley by Sister 
Sims. 

There were present the President, 
Treasorer, Honorary and General 
Secretaries, Johnson, Bowron, Ingle, 
Sonman, Harding, Jameson, Harvey, 
Amphlett, Pigg, Wardley, Parker, 
Madder, Wright, Benson and Aldom. 
A hymn having been sung, prayer 
was offered by Bro. Ingle. 

The minutes were read and con- 
firmed. 

The monthly abstract showed re- 
ceipts jg228 15s. Od., payments jgl39 
48. 9d., new members 6, deaths 5, sick 
113, annaitants 140. 

The total receipts from branches 
since May were £2,311 lis. 3d., and 
the payments thereto were jC2,246 
4s. lOd. 

Bro. Ingle said he had had a con- 
ference with the Honorary Secretary 
respecting the resolution of the last 
annual meeting authorising the Com- 
mittee to inquire respecting a founda- 
tion deed ; he had also received from 
him a list of suggestions, some of 
which he had used, and would embody 
such of the remainder as this meeting 
might approve. He had no doubt 
that such a deed was highly necessary, 
and had prepared a draft which he 
had submitted to eminent counsel and 
would now read. He then read the 
draft deed, which recited what was 
necessary concerning the history of 
the Association ; its constitution and 
design, as set forth in the rules ; and 
the accumulation of its invested capi- 
tal. It declared on behalf of the 
Trustees that they held these moneys 
in trust for the purposes of the Asso- 
ciation, it provided for the continuance 
of the Trust, for the presentation of 
an annual report to the three confer- 
ences or annual assemblies, whose 
local preachers are eligible for mem- 
bership, and some other formal legal 
provisions. Various suggestions were 
made ; eventually it was resolved — 
1. That the deed as amended be 
approved, and laid before next meeting 
for confirmation, after which, it be 
printed and submitted for final con- 
firmation at the annual meeting. 



2. That this deed, Mr. Hmne'B 
deed, and Mr. WOd's gift deed be en- 
rolled in Chancery. 

3. That the officers be empowered 
to purchase an iron safe with three dif- 
ferent locks and kejrs, the safe to be 
kept at the office, that therein tiiese 
deeds and any other important doea- 
ment be kept, and that ^e keys be in 
the custody of the P^^sident, Tros- 
snrer, and Honorary Secretary for tibe 
time being. 

Bills for Secretary's salary, post- 
ages, coals* hall-keeper, &c., toge- 
ther £S9 14s. 3d., were ordered to be 
paid. 

The following cases from the branch 
committees were consider^ and 
setded: — 

Bro. J. L. of B., aged 73, a loeal 
preacher for 37 years, applies for help; 
he has a wife aged 73, and eleven 
children, one of whom assists at home, 
no help from the other ten. His health 
is very feeble, and he suffers from 
hernia, his weekly income averages 
from 8s. to 10s. The local commii^ 
strongly recommend the case through 
their Secretary. It was resolved to 
allow the brother 3s. per week. 

M. M. of R., aged 62, a local 
preacher for 39 years, wife dead, five 
children, but only one can help and 
that only occasionally. Our brother 
was a working gardener, but has 
suffered so much from chronic rheu- 
matism that he has earned next to 
nothing for two years past. Besolved : 
That the brother have 4s. per week. 
J. W. of S., aged 71, a local preacher 
for 44 years, has a wife aged 70 and 
five children, but no help from them. 
He was a farmer, but through losses 
had to give up. He suffers from gout 
and rheumatism, and his total income 
is 5s. a week. Besolved: That the 
brother have 4s. a week. 

J. P. of M. B., aged 64, a local 
preacher 29 years. Is a bachelor, 
and a tailor by trade, but is so much 
paralysed that he cannot work ; he has 
no means whatever, and only receives 
3s. 6d. weekly from the parish. The 
local Secretary hopes we shall help 
him, else he must go into the work- 
house. It was resolved to allow the 
brother 68. a week. 

J. B. of K., aged 73, a local preacher 
39 years, wife aged 82, five children 
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nU unable to help. He was a labourer 
in a coal mine, and keeps the village 
post office. He has been paralysed in 
his limbs for more than a year. His 
income is 5s. a week from a benefit 
society. Resolved : That this brother 
have 48. a week. 

The brethren at Maidstone, Kent, 
are forming a new branch, names and 
ages being read out. It was resolved 
to receive the brethren at a uniform 
entrance fee of 10s. each. 

Letter read from Bro. Durley, 
written by his nephew, regretting his 
absence through ill health, wishing 
the brethren a good meeting, and 
hoping to meet them next month. 

The General Secretary was re- 
quested to reply on behalf of the 
meeting. 

Letter from Bro. Rose respecting 
the decease of Bro. Cooke, •* an old 
disciple," an honorary member. He 
leaves the Association £100. 

The President reported progress 
respecting his eflforts at Grimsby, Mat- 
lock, Guildford, Bilston, Great Yar- 
mouth, and Colne (Lancashire). 

Honorary Secretary read letter 
from Bro. Leigh, of Brooklyn, New 
York, acknowledging the receipt of 
magazines, and enclosing letter from 
Bro. Field, who will endeavour to be 
with us at York. 

It was ordered that in fature there 
should be a list in the magazine of all 
new Honorary Members. 

It was announced that the President 
and Bro. Bowron would attend as a 



deputation at Louth, to preach in both 
chapels on the Sunday, and to assist 
at a public meeting. 

The General Secretary stated that 
Bro. Plant had presented a handsome 
chinmey glass for the use of the office. 

The next meeting will be held at 
Bro. Plant's, 136, Wandsworth-road, 
on Wednesday, April 14th, at 5'30 
p.m. 

Bro. Benson closed the meeting 
with prayer. 



DEATHS. 

Dec. 5, 1879. Job Clay, late of Derby 
Branch, aged 75 years. He took oold 
when returning from market on the 
previous Saturday, and died from 
congestion of the lungs. His end was 
peaceful and happy. Shortly before 
his death he said— 

" I want no other aigoment, 
I need no other plea; 
It is enough that Jesus died, 
And rose again for me." 

He had been a local preacher fifty- 
three years, and was strongly attached 
to our Association. No claim. 

Feb. 11, 1880. Mrs. Passey, Widnes 
Branch, aged 42 years. Claim £4. 

Feb. 20, 1880. Samuel Broome, Old- 
ham Branch, aged 67 years. His last 
words were, " Trusting in Jesus, only 
Jesus." Claim £8. 

Feb. 28, 1880. George WelU, Grant- 
ham Branch, aged 42 years. Claim 
£8. 



CASH RECEIVED BY THE GENERAL TREASURER TO March 16th, 1880, 



QdTstunQ ••• •«• ••• ••• ••• ••• 

Shepton Mallet— CoHeoted by Bro. H. Davis in Castle Carey 

(Srcuit : Mr. H. Davis, 6s ; A Friend, 12s 6d ; Mr. J. 

Goddard, 2s 6d ; Mr. J. Harding, 6b ; Mr. C. Heal, 2s ; 

Small sums, £1 2s... 
jE[ereford~-M.T, J. Lea, hm. £1 ... ••• .•• 

Cndduls ... ... *•• ••• ••• ••• 

£xeter Sail— Mr. W. Hall, hm. £2 2s (two years) ; Mr. F. 

R. Hodge (Putney), hm. £1 Is 

JiBO/JOVVb ... ... *•• ••• ••• ••• 

•^'Uiuvdy ... ••• ••■ ..1 ■•• *•. 

Melton Mowhray — ^Mr. J. F. Gibson, hm. £1 Is ; Mrs. J* 
Gill, ho. (Holwell), 10s ; Mr. J. Towne, hm. £1 Is 
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JL ndtjOTA ••■ ••• ••• ••• ••• ••• 

Perry BiU^lHt. J. Eyerden, ho. lOs 6d ; Mr. E. Fair. 

brother, hm. £1 Is ; Mr. J. Harding, ho. 10s 6d ; Mr. J. 

B. Inierle, hm. £1 Is ; Mr. J. Messent, hm. £1 Is (perBro. 

Hi^ding^) ... ••• ••• ••• .•• ••• 

I}eptford and Waolmioh ... ... ... ••• 

Durham — ^Mr. S. GoUinson, ho. 10s; Messrs. Baddook and 

Fletcher, ho. lOs 6d; Mr. James Willan, hm. £I Is; Mr. 

John Willan, hm. £1 Is; Mr. Thos. Winter, hm. £1 Is... 
Oldhatn ... ... ... ... ... ... 

^«2Z— Mr. H. Briggs (Interest on £1000) £50 ... 
STaajOTcL ... ... ... ••• ... ..• 

fV%afiSs ... ••. ... *•• ••* '*.. 

Newbury-^UT. S. Elliott, hm. £1 Is; Mr. W. Hanson, 12s ; 

Mr. R. A. Taylor, qly. 3s 
Tark^Mi. H. Bnshell, hm. £1 Is; Mr. J. Dnnn,hm.£l la; 

Mrs. E. Hill, ho. 10s 6d ; Mr. W. Matterson, ho. 10s ; Mr. 

W. B. Seaman, hm. £l Is ... 
Launeeiton — Mr. J. Dawe, hm. £1 Is .- 
Sunderland — Mr. R. Wrightson, hm. £2 2s (two years) •.. 
iiipon—liLt. Bacon, 6s; Mr. Thos. Home, ho. 10s ; Mr. 

Smithson, 5s; Mr. Tomlinson, 5s ; Mr. J. Walton, hm. £l 
Manohetter and iSei{A»r<{— Amalgamation of a Branch of 

XJ.M.F.G withonrown, £60 •• ... ... * ... 

Briitol—B,, C, for the Poor Old Hundred (per Bro. May- 

nard) 5s ; Mr. R. Oosslett, hm. £1 Is 
wwakeJieUL ... ... ••• ••• ... .. 

JPontypool ... ... ••• ... ••• ... 

Holvifirth — Mr. G. Wilson, hm. £1 Is ... 

JSatingwold — Mr. H. Hawking, hm. £2; Mr. J. Bookledge, 

ho. 10s ; Mr. W. Teasdale, hm. £l Is... 
Mughy — Mrs. Smith, hm. £1 Is 
Croydon — Mr. J. Ejiight,hm« £1 Is 
Jtetford — Mr. G. Nayler, hm. £1 Is; Mr. G. Thompson, hm. 

£l Is; Mrs. G. Thompson, hm. £1 Is 
J^ofne — Mr. J. Brimson, hm. £1 Is ... ... ... 

£aytn>ater^'Mis. Farren, hm. £1 Is ... ... -. 

I^tford^Ui, Fletcher, Is 6d ; M. S. P., Is 6d ... 
Preston^Mi. Altham, ho. lOs ; Mr. Haslam, jnn., 58 
jsrowKeu ... .•• ••• ... ••« ... 

Oundle — ^Mr. J. Holdioh, hm. £1 Is ; Mr. W. North, hm. 

£1 Is; Mr. G. Siddons, hm. £1 Is; Mr. A. B. Whitney, 

nm. •eX js... *.* ... ... ... ... 

Manehetter^'iSx, E. Atkin, hm. £1 Is; Mr. W. Byrom, hm. 

£1 Is; Bro. J. Atkinson, hm. £l Is ; Mr. G. Cooper, hm. 

£] : Mr. H. Eaton, hm. £1 Is ; Mr. M. H. Fowler, ho. IDs; 

Bro. T. Hallam, hm. qly. 5s 3d; Miss A. Rains, 58 
Oardiff^lAT. R.Bird,hm. £1 Is; Gapt. J. Gorry, hm.£l Is; 

Mr. J. Gibbs, hm. £1 Is ; Mr. W. Gibbs, hm. £1 Is ; Mr. 

W. Prioe, hm. £1 Is 
Jir%ghxon ... .«• ... ... ... ... 

Hinde Street—yii, M. Smith, hm. £1 la; Mr. R. White, ho. 

XU8 OGl •.* ... ... ... ••• ... 

Great Queen Street^'VLtB. Horton, hm. £1 la 
CheUea^Dr. SoatUff, hm. £S ; Mrs. J. P. Soatliff, hm. 

£1 Is ; Miss Soott, hm. £l Is 
Stmthwark and Lamheih-^lix. I. Cozon, hm. £1 Is (per Bro. 

Parker); Mr. G. Candler, hm. £1 Is; Mr.G. Munt^ ho. lOs 
Jioehefter — A Friend, don. £5 5s 
Chatteru 2Mif— Mr, Thomas Cousins, hm. £1 Is... 
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SOLOMON'S SONG. 

BY THE REV. C. B. STOWE, DJ). 

Thebb 18 a Hebrew poem of singular strnctare, containing passages of 
great and anriyalled beantj, which neither distance of time, difference of 
manners, nor the awkwardness of incompetent and blandering translation 
has been able so far to obscnre, that they will not affect, and that Tery 
sensiblj, eyen the dullest readers ; while a poetic imagination will dwell 
npon them with intense delight. Most students of Hebrew literature 
date the origin of the poem as far back as the year 1000 b.g. — that is, 
Bereral centuries anterior to Hesiod or Homer ; and none pretend to make 
it later than 500 b.o., a century earlier than Herodotus, the father of 
profane history. It is the united voice of antiquity, the concurrent tes- 
timony of all generations, that the poem was written by Solomon, the 
wisest of oriental kings, whose reign extended from the year 1014 to 
980 B.C. 

Of this poem I now propose to give a popular, but, at the same time, 
a strictly philological review ; and all I ask as the basis of the examina- 
tion is, that you admit, what I presume none will be disposed to deny, 
that it is a Hebrew poem, written in Palestine or some of the neighbour- 
ing countries, some time between the years 1000 and 500 b.o. 

On reading the poem, we find in it two characters, who speak and act 
throughout the whole ; the one a king named Shelohoh (the Peaceful, or 
Prince of Peace), the other a female, who from a rustic shepherdess be- 
comes his qaeen. This female bears the name Shulamith, which is simply 
the feminine of the name Shelomoh, the two having to each other the 
same relation as the Latin names Julius and Julia, Compare i. 6, iii. 11, 
Ti. 13, viii. 12. 

There is also, throughout the whole, as in the Greek dramas, a 
chorus of virgins, called daughters of Jerusalem. Compare ii. 7, iii. 5, 
V. 8, 9. &c. 

Towards the close two brothers of Shulamith appear and speak each 
once. See viii. 8, 9, compared with i. 6. 

There are other characters occasionally introduced or alluded to, as 
shepherds, watchmen, gardeners, &c., but they are mutes, and do not 
speak. 

Like all other ancient poems, there are no breaks, no initial letters, no 
marks whatever, to indicate change of scene or speakers. In detecting 
these changes, we must be guided altogether by the sense. There is ono 
facility, however, in the structure of the poem, and in the peculiar cha- 
racter of the Hebrew language, which renders the changes as plain to the 
attentive reader as they could have been made by the divisions and the 
initial letters of the modern drama. Throughout the entire poem the 
speakers are one man and one woman, with only occasional remarks by 
the chorus of virgins. Now the Hebrew language always distinguishes 

May, 1880. J 
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the gender of the pronouns in the second person as well as the third ; and 
it also distinguishes the gender of the verbs, both in the second and third 
persons singular and plural. Bj attending to the gender of the second 
person of the pronouns and the verbs, we can always determine whether 
it is Shelomoh or Shulamith who is addressed ; and the number of the 
first person, together with the context, will always show when the choms 
of virgins is speaking. 

With these observations for our guide, we will enter on the poem 
itself, and make a few extracts to indicate its general tone and spirit. 

I. Shulamith is first introduced, expressing her ardent admiration of 
Shelomoh (i. 2-4). She then turns to the daughters of Jerusalem, and 
deprecates their contempt for her rustic character and appearance in the 
following terms : — 

I am black yet comely, 

Ye daughters of Jerusalem, 

As the tents of Kedar, 

As the pavilions of Shelomoh. 

Eye me not becanse I am dark — 

Because the smi hath looked upon me. 

My mother's sons envied me— 

They set me to keep the vineyards ; 

But my vineyard,* that which is my own, 

I have not kept it. — (i. 5, 6.) 

n. After this there is a dialogue between Shelomoh and Shulamith in 
which the character and position of each are described. 

/$At»Z.— Tell me, 

Thon whom my soul loveth, 
Where f eedest thou thy flock ? 
Where restest thou at noon ? 
Why should I be as one veiled f 
Among the flocks of thy companions ? 

Shelj^'lf thou knowest not, 

Thou fairest of women, 

Follow the footsteps of the flook. 

Feed thy twin kids % 

By the shepherd's tents : 

To my Pharaoh's chariot horse 

Do I compare thee, my love, 

Lovely are thy cheeks with rings, 

Thy neck with chains. 

Golden chains will I provide for thee. 

With points of silver. 

5%tt2.— Where the prinoe is on his divan, 

Thither doth my perfume send its fragrance. § 

* Her beauty. See also viii. 8, 9, 12. 
Regarded as a prostitute. See Gen, zxzviii. 14, 15, 
All the flock she has. 
He attracts her very perfume. 
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A (duster of myrrli is my beloved to me, 
A bouquet in my bosom, 
A palm duster for the gardens of Engeddi 
Is my beloved to me. 

Shel.'^Betcld thou art fair, my love, 
Behold thou art lovely ; 
Thine eyes are doves.* 

<S%t(i. ^Beautiful art thou, my beloved, 
Saored art thou ; 
niis green turf is our oouoh,t 
These oedars the oolumns of our palace ; 
These cypresses its rafters ; 
And I tibe rose of Sharon, 
The anemone of the vale.:|: 

SheL^Aa the anemone among thoms,§ 

So is my love among the daughters. 

Sh/ul.^-'AB the fruit tree among forest trees,|j 

So is my beloved among the sons.»(i. 7, ii. 3.) 

IIL Daring this interview, Shulamith, overcome by the strength of her 
emotions, fallfl asleep and has an ecstatic dream. Shelomoh, both at the 
commencement and at the close of the dream, charges the daughters of 
Jenisalem not to awaken her. 

Shel,-^! charge you, ye daughters of Jerusalem, 
By the gaielles and fawns of the field, 
That ye disturb her not, 
That ye wake her not, 
TIU she Y please. 

Skul. (oileep and dreawimgj^—ThQ voice of my beloved, 
Lo I he comes, 
Leaping over the mountains, 
Bounding over the hills ** 
As a gazelle is my beloved, 
As a fleeting fawn. 
Lo ! there he stands 
Beyond the wall. 

He looks through the lattice work ; 
He glances at tiie window ; 
My beloved speaks, 
He speaks to me : 
* Arise, my love, 
Arise» my fair one, 

* Kot dovt^i eye$f but doves—the soft, gentle, loving movement of the eyes, 
t They are in ti^e fidd, on the green grass, among the tall cedars and spread- 
ing cypresses. 
t She compares herself to the small and lowly flowers. 
§ He turns her modest self -eetimatiou to compliment. 
Ij She returns it. 
^ The verb here is feminine. 
** Just as we see things in dreams. 

J 2 
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Come!— 

For see the winter is past, 

The rain is over and gone; 

The flowers are seen in the ground, 

The time of song is come, 

The Toice of the tnrtle doye 

Is heard in our land ; 

The fig tree is sweetening 

Her green figs ; 

The blossoming vine 

Sends forth its fragrance ; 

Arise, my love, 

Arise, my fair one, 

Gome ! 

My doye is in the clefts of the rock,* 

In the hiding place of the precipice. 

Let me see thy form ; 

Let me hear thy yoice ; 

For thy yoice is sweet. 

For thy form is beantifol.' 

Catch for me the foxes,t 

The little foxes 

Which destroy the yines, 

While the yineyard is in blossom. 

My beloyed is mine, and I am his, 

He is feeding his flock among the wild flowers ; 

When the day breathes cool, 

And the shadows grow long, 

Return, my beloyed. 

Bound like the gazelle, like the fleeting fawn 

Oyer the mountains which separate us. 

By night upon my couch§ 

I seek him whom my soul loyeth ; 

I seek him and find him not. 

I will arise, now, 

I will go around the city, 

In the streets, and in the squares. 

And seek him whom my soul loyeth, 

I seek him and find him not ; 

The watchmen met me, 

Who patrol the city ; 

Saw ye him whom my soul loyeth ? 

Scarcely had I passed them — 

I found him whom my soul loveth ; 

I took hold of him, 

I would not let him go, 

Till I brought him 

To the house of my mother. 

To the chamber of her that bare me. 

* He complains that she is inaccessible to him. 
t She seeing him in the garden thus addresses him. 

X Again she sees him feeding his fiocks beyond tdie mountains. All so perfectly 
dream-like. 
§ The dream takes another shape. 
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Shel-^I oharg^e yom, ye daughters of Jerusalem, 
By the gazelles and the fawns of the field, 
That ye disturb her not, 
That ye awaken her not, 
Till she please.*— (ii. 7, iii. 6.) 

IV. The daughters of Jerusalem see a nuptial procession approaching 
ihe dty from the country, and they describe it in the following terms :— 

Who is this approaching from the oonntry, 

Like a pillar of smoke — 

The vapour of myrrh and frankinoense, 

Bringing the most costly perfumes ? 

Behold the palanquin, the palanquin of Shelomoh 1 

Sixty heroes surround it, 

Of the heroes of Israel, 

All, with sword in hand, 

Skilful in war, 

Every one girt with a sword, 

On account of the dangers of the night. 

A royal palanquin 

Did King Shelomoh make for himself ; 

Its poles of silver. 

Its columns of gold, 

Its hangings of purple, 

Its couch worked with love 

By the daughters of Jerusalem. 

Go out and see him, 

Ye daughters of Zion, 

Behold King Shelomoh, 

In the crown with which his mother crowned him. 

On the day of his nuptials. 

In the day of the joy of his heart.— (iii. 6-11 .) 

y. Dialogue between Shelomoh and Bhulamith : — 

Shel — ^A garden enclosed 
Is my sister bride; 
A spring enclosed, 
A fountain sealed :t 
Thy plants a fruit-paradise. 
With most exquisite fruits; 
Cyprus and nard. 
Crocus and cinnamon. 
Every odoriferous tree, 
Myrrh and aloes, ^ 

The most delicious aromatic spices : 
A garden fount— 
A spring of living waters, 
Rivulets of Lebanon.^ 
Blow, O north wind I 



* Feminine verb again. 

I Chaste, inaccessible. 
All a figurative description of the charms of the bridei 
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Breathe in my garden, 
That ite fragrance may flow. 

Shul — Let my beloved enter his garden, 
And eat its costly foits.* 

8hel, — ^I am come into my garden ,t 
My sister bride, 
I plnok my myrrh and spices ; 
I eat my honey and honeycomb ; 
I drink my wine and milk ; 
Now eat, my friends,} 
Drink and be satisfied, my loved (nutk-^iY, 12, t. 1.) 

YI. A night scene : Shalamith addresses Ihe daughters of Jemsalem, 
whom she meets in her search for Shelomoh, tells them what had hap« 
pened to her, and why she was in search of him ; and then follows s 
dialogae between herself and the daughters of Jerusalem. 

I was sleeping, but my heart was awake. 
The voice of my beloved, he knocked ; 
* Open to me, my sister, my f riend,§ 
My dove, my pure one, 
Open to me, 

For my head is wet with dew, 
My locks with the damps of the night,* 
'I have taken off my dress, how shall I put it on ?|i 
I have washed my feet, how shall I soil them ? ' 
My beloved pnt his hand in at the hole of the door ; % 
My inmost affections were moved towards him ; 
I arose to open to my friend ; 
My hands dropped with myrrh 
On the handles of the bar ;** 
I opened to my beloved ; 
But my beloved had turned away, he was gone ; 
My heart went out after his voice ; 
I sought him, but found him not. 
I called to him, but he answered me not. 
The watchmen who patrol the city met me ; 
They beat me ; they wounded me; 
They took off my veil from me,tt 
The keepers of the walls I 
I adjure you, ye daughters of Jerusalem i 
If ye meet my beloved. 
What shall ye tell him ? 
That I am fainting with love. 
™ — —— — . . 

* She affects to understand him literally. 
' He tells her he is already there. 

What lover would say this in respect to his beloved, in a literal love-song. 

He speaks to her. 
„ She replies. 
If Narrative resumed. 
•• Perfumed by him. 
tt Oriental manners force upon ua the allegorical interpretation of such a poem* 
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JkMtghteri of Jerwt.^'S^B.i is thy beloved aboye any other beloyed. 
Then fairest of women ? 
What is thy beloved above another beloved. 
That thou doest adjure us ? 

iSftuZamt^A,— My beloved is fair and ruddy : 
Distinguished among a myriad ; 
His head is pure gold ; 
His looks curly, and black as the raven ; 
His eyes are as doves by fountains of water, 
Bathing in milk, flowing in fulness ;* 
His cheeks garden beds of spices, 
Aromatic mounds ; 

His lips roses, distilling flowing myrrh; 
His hands golden cylinders, set with topaz ; 
His body pure ivory, spangled with sapphires; 
His legs columns of marble 
Fixed in pedestals of gold ; 
His form as Lebanon, 
Elegant as the cedars; 
His speech most delightful;— 
He is altogether most lovely. 
Such is my beloved. 
Such is my friend, 

daughters of Jerusalem I 

Ihughtert of t7tfrttf.— Whither hath thy beloved gone, 
Thou fairest of women ; 
Whither hath thy beloved gone ? 
We would seek him with thee. 

Shulamith.'^l&.j beloved hath descended to his garden, 
To the garden bed of spices. 
To feast in the gardens. 
To pluck the lilies ; 

1 am my beloved's and my beloved is mine,t 

He feeds his flock among the lilies. — (v. 2, vi. 3.) 

Vn. A morning scene in the garden. Shelomoli goes into his garden 
early in the morning, and there unexpectedly sees Shalamith, and ex- 
daims : — 

iSAtfZ.— Wljo is this, 

That looks forth like the morning dawn, 

Fair as the moon. 

Pure as the sun, 

Terrible as a host in battle array ? 

Shuh — ^To my nut garden I came,t 

To see to the fruits in the vale ; 

To see whether the vines are budding, 



• The soft, full, rich, moving, loving expression of the eyes, 
t Asserts her peculiar interest in him — all but jealous. 
X She apologizes for being there. 
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Whether the apples are in bloom. 
Ere I was aware, 
Mj soul was as the war chariot * 
Of m J noble people. 

Sheh — Itetnm,t return, Shulamith 1 
Betnm, return, 
I would look upon thee. 

Shul.^''Whj would*st thou look upon Shulamith, 

As upon a ohorus of dancers ?{ — (yI. 10, 12.) 

VIII. The brothers of Shalamith are introdaced, consalting together as 
to what they shall do with their sister, now that she is addressed by 
Shelomoh, pretending that she is too yoang to receiye snch addresses. 
She replies to them indignantly ; then follows the conclading dialogne 
between herself and Shelomoh : — 

Mrit Brother, ^Ova sister is yet young; 

Her bosom is not full. § 
What shall we do with our sister, 
Now that she is addressed ? 

Second Brother. — If she be a wall, we will build upon it a silrer palace; 

If she be a gate, we will shut it up with boards of oedar. || 

Shul^I am a wall, ^ 

My bosoms are towers ; 

Thus was I in his sight 

As one that found favour, 

A vineyard had King Shelomoh in Baal-hamon, 

He gave it out to keepers. 

Each man got for its fruits a thousand pieces of silver. 

My vineyard I keep myself; 

The thousand pieces of silver shall be for thee, Shelomoh, 

The keepers shall have two hundred.** 

Shel, — ^Thou dweller in gardens ; 

Thine associates awaib thy voice. 
Let me hear it. 

ShuL^ Fly, O my beloved ! 

Like the gazelle, like the fleeting fawn. 
On the spicy mountains.ft— (viii. 8, 12.) 

{To be concluded next month.) 

* Excitement occasioned by even the unseen and unknown approach of her 
beloved. 

She has turned to go away. 

Would you gaze upon me as men gaze upon dancing girls 7 

_ Not yet marriageable. 

g If she is chaste (like a wall) we will ornament her ; if she is open (like a 
gate) we will shut her up. 

% She replies indignantly in their own style. 

** The keepers had cheated him, but she would do him justice. Herself is the 
vineyard, which she keeps, and keeps it for him. 

ft They escape from the envious brothers; their union is perfected, and the 
poem doses. 
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PUBLIC WORSHIP. 

By GEORGE SIMS. 

Tab object of the present paper ^s not to show the superiority of one 
mode of worship oyer another, bat rather to point out what we regard as 
the best way of condacting the worship of Ood in oar own sanctaaries. 
We write principally for those who ha?e to conduct them. 

First, there is the opening hymn. It would be well if this were of a 
general character — ^an ascription of praise to Jehovah , an acknowledg- 
ment of His anthority, power, goodness, and mercy ; a recognition of 
His holy day, an embodiment of those religious sentiments and deyotional 
feelings in which we may suppose the whole congregation can fully and 
conscientiously unite. Hymns embodying deep personal experience, ex- 
pressing an individual sense of the enjoyment of the blessing of pardon, 
regeneration, and sanctification, and breathing out strong desires for 
greater bestowments of the gift and graces of the Holy Ghost, however 
suitable they may be for a more select company, are not suitable, except 
in very rare instances, for the commencement of public worship. Take 
for example a Sabbath morning congregation. Many of them have been 
engaged during the week in the barren lands of worldly occupations ; now 
they enter the rich pastures of God*s house — they come from the wilder- 
ness of worldly toil and care, to worship God in His holy temple. Their 
experiences are varied. Among them are found some who come only in 
i^ie/orm of worship. It is the ordinary routine of custom on the Sab- 
bath day. Others are weary and care-worn, — their spiritual prospects 
are clouded, and their hearts are yearning for the refreshing emotions 
which the praises of God, uttered from a " pure heart fervently," ever 
awaken. Others are cold and listless, and need to have the dying embers 
of their spiritual life rekindled at the shrine of devout thanksgiving and 
holy ascription. Others, again, possess not the inestimable pearl of 
personal piety, but are nevertheless the subjects of devotional feelings 
which find willing utterance in the language of such hymns as we have 
indicated ; and when thus fostered, prepare the heart for the reception of 
the message of mercy and reconciliation ; while others, yet again, have 
come to praise as well as to pray ; their souls being all aglow with 
lively gratitude for *' blessings numberless," both of Providence and grace, 
and their hearts dancing for joy in the fulness of their spiritual consola- 
tions. We need not say that none more than these will feel the appro- 
priateness, and delight in the utterance, of the sentiments which should 
pervade the first hymn. Let it be then, not only our aim, but a point 
of duty — to unite these different classes in one common act of worship. 
Bemembering this, we shall readily perceive the importance of carefully 
selecting our. hynms so as to meet the wants, as far as possible, of the 
whole congregation. 
The second hymn should have such a relation to the subject of dis- 
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course as to prepare the minds of the deront for the truths we are about 
to deliver ; and the third should be chosen with the design of deepening 
any impression the disoonrse may have made on the mind and heart of 
the hearer. And no one acquainted with our Hymn Book will be at a 
loss for suitable hymns. 

Then follows a higher and still more important duty. The preacher 
has, with the hearers, to bow '' before Jehovah's awful throne " in prayer, 
and to become their spokesman in the presence of God. This is an im- 
portant part of ministerial duty. In conducting this part of public 
worship, the minister is the voice of the congregation — a voicb speaking 
into the ear of Jehovah the thoughts of the congregation, — expressing 
their feelings, hopes, desires, supplications, and aspirations ; and so 
speaking that they may feel that all together are drawing nigh to God. 
In these solemn moments he ought to plead with God as we believe they 
would plead if they rightly felt their own moral and spiritual condition. 
Let us never attempt to be anything else than the voice of our congrega- 
tion — praying as those who are to care for their souls — as those who 
must give an account would have them pray, acknowledging God's 
power and goodness, confessing their sins, and asking for themselves and 
others renewals of His goodness and manifestations of His mercy. To 
do this, involves an entire abandonment of self, an utter indifiTerence to 
what men may think of the arrangement or construction of our prayer, 
the amplitude or poverty of its topics, the elegance or inelegance of its 
diction. But it involves more than this. It necessitates and presupposes 
that we have at least some knowledge of the spiritual condition and 
some acquaintance with the temporal circumstances of the people whose 
voice we profess to be : otherwise, how can we be their spokesman before 
the mercy-seat of God ? 

Frequent observation teaches us that we need to be earnest in this 
matter. If the accustomed phrases in which men publicly address the 
Deity have any sincerity of meaning — if the conceptions we profess to 
have formed of God and the things of God have any root in our hearts— 
if the God to whom we pray is really that great and holy and glorious 
Being that His word and His messengers declare Him to be — if His day 
and His house and His worship are the sacred things we are assured they 
are — if our dependence upon Him to whom we pray is as absolute for 
both time and eternity as we profess to believe — if religion and the Bible 
are true, and ministers and people believe them to be true — if time is a 
probation, and the things of time vanity, and eternity is a reward, and 
the condition of man then becomes immutable — then may we well 
"tremble for the ark of the Lord," in view of the manner in which 
prayer is too frequently offered to the Most High. How often do we see 
a congregation with open and wandering eyes, listening to the recital of 
an elaborate composition, professedly addressed to God, but manifestly 
intended for the ears of the people, and all this as a sequence to the 
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solemn inyooaiion, *' Let us pray, ^* It is at onr peril that we thus trifle 
with the majesty of heaven and the responsibilities of oar vocation. 
Wonld any trnly Qod-fearing man thas expatiate before his Maker in the 
flolemn secresy of the closet, or in the privacy of the family 7 And yet 
the Being addressed is the same awfnl and omniscient God, and the spirit 
of prayer should inspire oar langaage, whether in pablic or in private. 
The difference is not in the natnre of the engagement, bat in the compass 
of oar sapplications. In pablic as in private, we enter the presence of 
the Most High, invoke His name, and earnestly sapplicate His blessing 
and aid; and we are placed under the more awfal and overwhelming 
responsibility on account of having to be the spokesman of others than 
ourselves — a responsibility that prohibits even a thought of humau 
criticism. We are well aware of the Apostolic direction that we are to 
'' pray with the spirit and with the understanding also ;*' but this does not 
imply that we should aim at displays of eloquent diction or theological 
disqoisition. Our great thought should be how we are to << order thei 
coarse " of our fellow-creatures *' before God ; " how ** fill our mouths 
with arguments" on their behalf. We may well exclaim, '< Who is 
sufficient for these things ? *' We cannot be— -an angel cannot be — 
without Divine aid. Yet, in taking upon us, at Qod*s bidding, the great 
work upon which we have entered, we are bound to bear its burdens and 
to meet its responsibilities. This may cost us some self-denial, some 
sacrifices, and constant watchfulness and labour. When we look at the 
importance of prayer^ it would almost seem that preaching is the easiest 
part of our duty. There are some men who seem to think preaching is 
the only duty embraced in a call to the ministry. In consideration of 
the vows that are upon us, we trust that such light views will never find 
A place in our breast. Let us rather remember that << we are not our 
own;" that ''we are bought with a price," and called with a high 
vocation ; and have to lay ourselves — body, soul, and spirit — all we have 
*Qd all we are — on Gk>d*s altar, as a living sacrifice ; so that we may by 
^7 means win souls to Christ, and make men wise unto salvation. 

Mach has been said and many books have been written on the subject 
of public prayer. We have been told of how many parts public prayer 
Bhould be composed ; the exact order in which those parts should ba 
'^ADged has been defined, and the time that should be devoted to each 
has been stated, do. But what profit is there in such counsel ? The 
heart of a sincere Ohristian— and especially a faithful minister — will tell 
*^un far better how to pour out his supplications before God, acceptably 
to Him, and with profit to the people, than all these technical disserta- 
tions. Such men would teach us the art of public prayer- making — of 
^niposing and delivering in the presence of our fellow-men finished and 
elaborate addresses to the Lord God of Sabaoth, to the Judge of quick 
and dead. We cannot but regard this as an attempt to transform prayer^^ 
^hich should be the spontaneous language of a present conviction, emo-^ 
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tion, or necessity, into an intelleetoal exercise^ of whidi some men are not 
capable. The best, and only model for prayer which the Master has left 
hb, is instmctiTe, comprehensiye, brief, simple in diction — ^indeed, just 
snch as becomes the language of the creatore expressing his wants to his 
Creator. 

We would here add, that we do not recommend or approre of anything 
like mere rant in prayer. We put a high estimation on a wise as well as 
wi earnest discharge of this daty. We would not on any account approach 
Ood otherwise than *' reyerently and with godly fear," nor should we in 
moments of intensest emotion or fervour forget the awful majesty of the 
Being we address. Let us ever remember that " e£fectual prayer " is the 
language of feeling, not the product of human art; and that men utterlj 
fail to pray aright, or to secure that Divine blessing which they profess to 
■desire, when they but perform an intellectual exercise and make an 
exhibition before their hearers, under the pretence and in the sacred name 
of prayer. Surely there is " a more excellent way." Let as obtain s 
knowledge of our own heart ; familiarise ourselves with the condition 
-and wants, as far as possible, of the congregation ; study closely humia 
nature, its depravity, its necessities, its destiny ; cherish in our own mind 
the conviction that prayer is as efficacious as it is solenm. Let us, more- 
over, be constant in the practice of prayer in the closet ; then we shall 
require no lessons on the duty of prayer. '^ It shall be given in that 
hour what we shalJ say." 

We say nothing at present about the sermon. We take it for granted 
that there is preaching ability. If not, the pulpit is not our place. We only 
add a few words on the subject of conducting public worship. Let us read 
the Scriptures as though we believed them to be the Word of Ood to thst 
people — with deliberation, yet with freedom, force, and due emphasiflf 
just as we should if God who inspired them now first whispered them 
into our ear with a command that we should declare them unto the 
people. Let the sermon be abridged rather than the Scriptures. We 
should endeavour to preserve a uniformity of aim throughout the entire 
service. The prayer, the Scriptures, and the hymn, should all tend to 
lead the minds of the people towards the subject of the text and disoonne; 
and then the last hymn and prayer should serve to keep the subject in the 
people's remembrance. If we have right views of the value and efficacy 
-of prayer, we shall not close public worship without praise and prayer. 
There seems to be on the part of some persons a disposition to ignore 
these things, and dose a service with, '' The peace of God which passeth 
all understanding," &c. 
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SCmPTtTRAL STUDY— ITS OBJECT AND SCOPE. 

A Sermon delivered in the Methodist Free Churchy Shrewsbury, 
BY GOUKGILLOB ABHSTBONG, GABDIFF. 

^'Searoh the Scriptures ; for in them ye think ye have eternal life ; and they 
are they which testify of Me."--JoHN y. 39. 

(^Conchided from page 100.) 

2. Thb second object accomplished by searching the Scriptures is, that 
we gain a clear knowledge of the person and character of Jesus Christy 
" And they are they which testify of Me." 

This testimony may be classified under two heads : — 

General Testimony and Positive Testimony, 

(1) General Testimont. 

The cherubim with the flaming sword had scarcely been set to protect 
the tree of life when the first promise respecting Christ was uttered. 
The cheerless night of sin had hardly begun when the moral universe 
was tinted at its meridian with the life-giving beams of the '* Sun of 
Righteousness " — Christ Jesus. 

The earliest biblical promises and prophecies make special reference to 
the Redeemer ; in fact, all the inspired writers allude to Him more or 
less. In Christ centre all the promises, and apart from Him the Bible 
loses its force and power. Bis name is embalmed in almost every page, 
and inlaid in almost every promise. 

Judaism, with all its rites and ceremonies, typified Him ; in fact, 
Christ was its foundation. The names of Christ are so interwoven in the 
sacred writings that it would be impossible to expunge them without 
marring the beauty and harmony of Scripture. Search them, and you 
will find allusions made to Him, directly or indirectly, throughout the 
whole. From the first promise uttered in Paradise to the last prediction 
in Patmos, Christ is the sum and substance of all. 

To the progenitors of our race it was said the seed of the woman should 
bruise the serpent's head. Jacob prophesied and said, << The sceptre 
shall not depart from Judah, nor a lawgiver from between his feet until 
Shiloh come." Abraham saw <* His day afar off, and was glad.'' Moses 
declared, *' A prophet shall the Lord your God raise up unto you like 
unto me.'* Balaam prophesied, and said, '^ I shall see Him, but not now ; 
I shall behold Him, but not nigh : there shall come a Star out of Jacob, 
and a sceptre shall rise out of Israel." Job in the midst of his troubles 
and afflictions finds comfort in contemplating his Redeemer: *<Iknow 
that my Redeemer liveth." David refers to Christ when he says, " Thou 
art fairer than the sons of men ;" whilst his son Solomon designates 
Christ '' His beloved." Isaiah alludes to Christ as ^' A precious corner 
stone ; a sure foundation." Jeremiah, the weeping prophet, finds relief 
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to his troubled soul in the midst of his Lamentations by reflecting upon 
the coming of Him who shall be called '' The Lord oar righteonsnesB/' 
Christ is « The Shepherd " of Ezekiel ; << The Messiah, the Prince "of 
Daniel. Hosea prophesied of Him as the <' Lord Qod of Hosts ;*' and 
Joel shows the blessings that shall arise when the kingdom of Christ 
shall be established. Amos, the herdsman of Tekoa, when referring to 
Christ, said, *^ The Lord is His name." Obadiah and Jonah, in their 
brief prophecies, make allasion to the kingdom of Christ. Micah speaks 
of the <^ Baler in Israel whose goings forth have been from of old, even 
from everlasting.'* Christ is *' The pablisher of peace, the bringer of 
good tidings " in the prophecies of Nahnm. He is the " Holy One'' of 
Habakkak. Zephaniah, when speaking of the advent of the Messiah, 
exhorts ^* The daughter of Jerusalem to rejoice with all the heart, becaase 
the Lord thy God in the midst of thee is mighty.** Haggai declares 
Christ to be '^ The desire of all nations;" whilst Zechariah alludes to 
Him by saying, '< Behold the man whose name is the Branch ; and He 
shall grow up out of His place, and He shall build the temple of the 
Lord ;" and Malachi, in closing the inspired writings of the Old Testa- 
ment, calls Christ *' The Sun of Bighteousness which shall arise with 
healing in His wings." 

Passing to the New Testament, we find the four Gospels are a com- 
plete epitome of His life and death. He is the great theme that engaged 
the inspired pen of the Apostles ; and from the time when the inspired 
records were completed to the end of time. His name shall continue to be 
known in the earth. Thus, you see, Christ is the absorbing theme of 
Inspiration, and its chief corner-stone and glory. It is Christ the Alpha 
and Omega; the first and the last; Christ the beginning, Christ the 
ending, and Christ all the way through. 

Beyond this general testimony, the Scriptures contain : — 

(2) A Direct and Positiyb Testimony oonoebning Chbist. 

It would not be in place here to enter into the Scriptural evidence in 
support of the Divinity of our Saviour ; still the Scriptures do bear 
testimony to His Codhead. It would be equally out of place to en- 
deavour to prove His humanity. The Jews never questioned the latter, 
neither were they disposed to give much credence to the former. They 
anticipated a Messiah; that Messiah their prophets had foretold was 
co-equal and co-eternal with the God they worshipped. Yet the Jews 
looked upon the man Christ Jesus simply as a man ; and in that capacity 
we think Christ spoke to them, *^ They are they which testify of Me.** 

The Jewish Scriptures overflowed with unmistakable testimony con- 
<5erning Christ— the doctrines He would teach, the mode He would 
employ to enforce the truth, and also revealed His general character* 
The object we wish to accomplish is to show that Christ's life on earth 
was a fulfilment of the testimony borne by the sacred writers of the Jews 
concerning Him. 
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The prophet Isaiah testifies as to the name by whieh He would be called 
— " Behold, a virgin shall conceiye, and bear a son, and shall call His 
name Immanuel/' Matthew the eyaogelist, nanratiDg the circnmstances 
connected with the birth of our Saviour, alludes to the foregoing prophecy, 
and shows its fulfilment. Micah speaks of the place of His birth : '< But 
then, Beth-lehem Ephratah, though thou be little among the thousands of 
Jodah, yet out of thee shall He come forth nnto me that is to be ruler in 
Israel ; whose goings forth have been from of old, from everlasting.*' 

That was prophecy : what says history ? ** Jesus was born in Bethle- 
hem of Judea.'' 'Anticipating the coming of Christy the Psalmist says, 
''The kings of Tarshish and of the isles shall bring presents ; the kings 
of Sheba and Seba shall offer gifts.'* Did such transpire ? << Behold, there 
«ame wise men from the east to Jerusalem, saying, Where is He that is 
horn King of the Jews ? for we have seen His Star in the east, and are 
come to worship Him. And when they were come into the house, they 
saw the young child with Mary His mother, and fell down, and wor- 
shipped him ; and when they had opened their treasures, they presented 
nnto Him gifts ; gold, frankincense and myrrh.*' The Jewish Scriptures, 
when referring to the office and work of Christ, say, '' The Spirit of the 
Lord God is upon me, because the Lord hath anointed me to preach good 
tidings to the meek ; He hath sent me to bind ap the broken-hearted, to 
proclaim liberty to the captives, and the opening of the prison to them 
that are bound." And does not such prediction harmonise with historic 
fact ? We read that when Christ was at Nasareth, '* He went into the 
synagogue on the Sabbath day, and stood up to read, and there was de- 
livered unto Him the book of the prophet Esaias. And when He had 
opened the book, He found the place where it is written. The Spirit of 
the Lord is upon Me, because He hath anointed Me to preach the Gospel 
to the poor ; He hath sent Me to heal the broken-hearted, to preach 
deliverance to the captives, and recovering of sight to the blind; to set 
at liberty them that are bruised, to preach the acceptable year of the 
Lord. And He closed the book, and sat down. And the eyes of all 
them that were in the synagogue were fastened upon Him. And He 
began to say unto them, This day is this Scripture fulfilled in your 
ears." 

We conclude with one more testimony which refers to Christ : Isaiah 
says, << Then shall the eyes of the blind be opened, and the ears of the 
deaf shall be unstopped ; then shall the lame man leap as a hart, and the 
tongue of the dumb shall sing," Did not our Saviour perform miracles 
of this character openly and before the world ? " Go your way," said He 
to the disciples of the Baptist, *' and tell John what things ye have seen 
and heard ; how that the blind see, the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, 
the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and to the poor the gospel is 
preached." 

We have submitted to you the prophetic testimony, also the historic 
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fulfilment ; we haye shown yon that the Scriptnres testify of Christ, and 
that they reyeal the doctrine of eternal life. Bat one daty remains to me, 
to ask if yon are possessors of this eternal life ? To possess eternal life 
there mast be a knowledge of Christ. This knowledge can be obtaiaed 
only in the Scriptnres. Christ Himself has said, '* This is life eterna), 
to know Thee, the only trae God, and Jesns Christ, whom Thou hast 
gent." To obtain a knowledge of God we mast come to Christ ; for, 
** No man knoweth the Son bat the Father ; neither knoweth any man 
the Father save the Son, and he to whom the Son will reyeal Him." 

In the days of Christ's humanity the Scribes and Pharisees said of 
Him, *' This man hath a deyil, and is mad ; why hear ye Him ?*' Upon 
such, Christ pronounced a condemnation : *' Woe unto you Scribes and 
Pharisees, hypocrites." His disciples bore testimony of Him exactly 
the reyerse of that just giyen : << Thou art the Christ, the Son of the 
Hying God ;" and for this testimony Christ pronounced upon the speaker 
a blessing : *' Blessed art thou, Simon Barjona, for flesh and blood hath 
not reyealed it unto thee, but My Father which is in heayen.*' Can we 
bear this testimony ? If so, we are blessed ; if not, condemnation resteth 
upon us. If we wish to be freed from that condemnation, Christ is ready 
to reyeal Himself unto us, He holds out the inyitation, '< Come unto 
Me, all ye that labour and are heayy laden, and I will giye yon rest. 
Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me ; for I am meek and lowly ia 
heart, and ye shall find rest unto your souls." 



OXFORD TEACHING TWO CENTURIES AGO. 

" Her ways are ways of pleasantnesB.''— Prov. iii. 17. 

The following extracts are taken from a sermon preached before the 
Court, at Christ Church Chapel, Oxford, by Robert South, D.D., Public 
Orator to the Uniyersity of Oxford, and Chaplain to the Lord High 
Chancellor of England. (Printed by H. Hall, for Richard Dayis and 
William Nott, 1678.) 

<< For when age itself, which of all things in the world will not be 
baffled or defied, shall begin to arrest, seize, and remind us of our mor- 
tality, by pains, aches, deadness of limbs, and dulness of senses ; even 
then the pleasure of the mind shall be in its full youth, yigour, and 
freshness. 

*' A palsy may as well shake an oak, or a feyer dry up a fountain, as 
either of them shake, dry up, or impair the delight of conscience. For it 
lies within, it centres in the heart, it grows into the yery substance of the 
soul ; so that it accompanies a man to his graye. He neyer outliyes it, 
and that for this cause — he cannot outliye himself. And thus I hare 
endeayoured to describe the excellency of that pleasure that is to be 
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fonnd in the ways of religions wisdom, and by those excellent properiieB 
that do attend it ; which, whether they reach the description that has 
been gi?en them or no, every man may convince himself by the best of 
eyidences, which are his own experiences. 

" Now, from all this discoarse, 1 dedace the following : — That, if the 
ways of religion are not ways of pleasantness, they are not trnly and pro- 
perly the ways of religion. Upon which ground, it is easy to see what 
judgment is to be passed upon all those affected, ancommanded, absard 
austerities so mnch prized, and performed by some of the Bomish pro- 
fession. Pilgrimages, going barefoot, wearing hair shirts, and whips^ 
with other snch non- gospel artillery, are their only helps to devotion. 
Things of this kind, never enjoined, either by the prophets under Jewish, 
or by the apostles under the Christian economy ; who nevertheless under- 
stood the proper and the most efficacious instruments of piety, as well as 
any confessor, or friar of all the Order of St. Francis, or any casuist 
whatsoever. [A casuist means one that studies and settles cases of con« 
science.] 

" It seems, that with them, a man cannot be a penitent, unless he also 
turns vagabond, and foot it to Jerusalem, or wanders over this or that 
part of the world to visit the shrine of such or such a pretended saint ; 
though perhaps such a saint's life was ten times more ridiculous than 
themselves. 

*' Thus, that which was Cain's curse, is become their religion. He 
that thinks to expiate by going barefoot, does the penance of a goose, 
and only makes one folly the atonement of another. Paul, indeed, was 
scourged and beaten by the Jews, but we never read of Paul beating or 
scourging himself ; and if they think his keeping under his body imports 
so much, they must first prove that the body cannot be kept under by a vir- 
tuous mind ; and that the mind cannot be made virtuous without a scourge. 
" The truth is, if men's religion lies no deeper than their skin, it is 
possible that they may scourge themselves into very great improvements. 
But they will find that bodily exercises touch not the soul ; so that nei- 
ther pride, nor lust, nor covetoasness, nor any other vice was ever mor- 
tified to death by corporal disciplines. It is not the back but the heart 
that must bleed for sin ; they may as well expect to bring a cart as a 
soul to heaven by snch things. In conclusion, I suppose to exhort men 
to be religious, is only in other words to exhort them to take their plea- 
sure ; a pleasure high, rational, and angelical, and a pleasure without 
regrets. A pleasure that a man may call his own, even as his soul and 
conscience are his, and the foretaste of heaven. In a word, it is such a 
one as, being begun in grace, passes into glory, blessedness, and immor- 
tality," 

[We give insertion to the above extracts as serving to compare Oxford 
as it was with Oxford as it is — the hotbed of Popery in the Church of 
England. — Editors.] 
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Extract from Canon Fabbab's Great 
Speech at liyerpool. 

WHAT THE LIQUOB DBINEEBS 
DBINK 
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Broad is the path of evil, broad and 

straight, 
And ever teeming with the hosts of 

sin; 
Bnt the immortals placed at Tirtne's 

gate, 
Toil, as the janitor of joys within." 

But if the poor total abstainer, who 
for conscience' sake and to help others 
has given up something (although it 
is most reprehensible of him if on 
that account he censures others) ; 
yet surely if on that account he is to 
be looked down upon as adopting a 
low standard, because he quietly exer- 
cises his little self-denial, it seems to 
me a very cheap way of earning 
moral superiority. Why should a 
man be considered more virtuous than 
I because he drinks that which does 
a great deal of harm, and I drink some- 
thing which never yet did harm to 
anyone? A great heathen philoso- 
pher said that virtue was hard, that it 
was a hard thing, and not so easy as 
it seems, to do good ; but it is an un- 
commonly easy thing if one of the 
elements of virtue is to be henceforth 
defined as drinking, because you like 
it, an agreeable drink. Then I think 
a great many of us will soon be able 
to congratulate ourselves upon being 
exceedingly virtuous. But if our 
only ground of virtue is our modera- 
tion in the use of alcohol, I think we 
may set aside the argument and say, 
that to put moderation above total 
abstinence, is to talk egregious non- 
sense. I want you to look at the 
matter a little more closely. 

What, I want to know, is this spe- 
cial fluid which, because they like it, 
affords so many people this easy field 
for the exercise of virtue? We all 
know that the chief ingredient of that 
£uid is alcohol. We are all agreed 
that the special property of that in- 
gredient is to cause intoxication. We 
All know very well that it is as dan- 



gerous for many men to driuk alcohol 
as it would be to stand upon the edge 
of a precipice. We all know, further, 
that to many men, because they Hke 
alcohol, life has become an utter ruin. 
We all know that it is extremely 
doubtful whether it be a food even in 
an infinitesimal degree. We all know 
that for healthy persons it is demon- 
strably needless, that for many healthy 
people it is demonstrably injurious, 
that some ^150,000,000 of our national 
wealth is annually spent upon it, and 
no one knows how much more of our 
national resonrces is wasted upon it 
We know that it is a fruitful source of 
disease, lunacy, crime, and pauperism ; 
that tens of thousands of lives are 
yearly sacrificed to it ; that since its 
introduction in the iform of ardent 
spirits in the 17th century it has been 
the ** nameless curse " of English 
civilisation. But that is not all we 
know about it. We know further that 
intoxication, which is only another 
name for empoisonment, has been, on 
the almost unanimous testimony of 
our 20,000 clergy, the most fatal hin- 
drance to the work of the church at 
home, and on the almost nnanimous 
testimony of our missionaries, that it 
has been one of the most fatal hin- 
drances to the efficacy of our mission 
work abroad. We know more than 
that. We know that we, the people 
of England, have — to our shame-* 
simply girdled the world with a zone 
of drunkenness, and that throughout 
our vast dependencies we stand forth 
— ^if I may quote the very terrible lan- 
guage of the Archbishop of York in 
Westminster Abbey — as the helots of 
the world. If we knew so much and 
no more of the one specific ingredient 
of that Gircean cup, which the magio 
of moderation may render compara- 
tively innocuous, but which is to so 
many a cup of swinish degradation, 
I, for one, would rather not drink it. 
I would rather say — 

** It is a magic, bat a fatal circle, 
Upon whose crystal rim a thousand deTilB 
In hidden form sit tempting innocence. 
And beckoning early virtue from its 

centre." 
But, ladies and gentlemen, I want 
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yon further to observe that that is not 
the only iDgredient in these cnps yon 
drink. What are the other ingredients 
t)f the draught which enables yon to 
assume an air of superiority over your 
poor abstaining brother? Perhaps 
yon say you are drinking wine. You 
hold up your glass and you say, 
''This is wine — wine that maketh 
glad the heart of man, wine that 
Scripture praises ; " wine, which you 
may add if you like with equal truth, 
Scripture says, is a mocker; wine 
which, though it may move itself 
aright in the cup, at the last biteth 
like a serpent. However, I will not 
enter upon that point now ; but is the 
liquid you are drinking that which 
Scripture means by ** wine?" I know 
what the Scripture means by ** wine." 
It means sometimes quite literally 
the grape cluster, the fruit of the 
vine. It means sometimes the un- 
fermented juice, and sometimes, and 
perhaps most frequently, the fer- 
mented juice of the grape. And you 
think that is what you are drinking. 
Yon think that the wine you are sip- 
ping was ripened in the golden sun- 
light of Italian valleys, or that it 
bloomed in purple on the hills of the 
Bhine or the Moselle. But did it? 
Oh sancta simplieitas ! Now, ladies 
and gentlemen, I always like to get 
my evidence, as far as possible not 
from those who agree with me, but 
from those who differ from me, be- 
cause then I feel that it must be quite 
above suspicion. And I am there- 
fore very glad to adduce evidence, 
which is not in the least my own, but 
which comes entirely from those who 
are the hearty opponents of total 
abstainers. I saw the other day a 
pamphlet by a clergyman who has 
lately taken upon him to denounce 
total abstinence, and who makes an 
attack on me ; and he tells a story of 
a French wine-dealer of his acquain- 
tance who said, "I grow four hundred 
pipes of wine on my estate, and I sell 
ten thousand." When I want more 
information I go, not to the books of 
" teetotal fanatics," not to temperance 
publications, but to the books of con- 
noisseurs, who write in the interests 
of wine-drinking. Professor Mulder 
in his work on the "Chemistry of 
Wine," says that in the manufacture 



of wine there are two main processes 
— the process of fermentation, and 
that of clearing — and he tells us that 
adulteration begins from the very 
moment the grapes are gathered. He 
also says that in the process of fer- 
mentation are added (among other 
things) cream of tartar, bone-charcoal, 
juniper, and preparations of lead ; the 
latter, if added even in the smallest 
quantity, rendering the wine highly 
deleterious. Then comes the pro- 
cess of clearing or " fining ;" and he 
says that there are added (among 
other ingredients) powdered marble, 
gypsum, blood, salt, and sulphuric 
acid, and also that in sulphurising 
the casks the wine may become not 
unfrequently arsenical. But perhaps 
in the exercise of that virtue which 
enables you to look down upon us, you 
are drinking dry sherry. Therefore 
I go to an article written by Dr. B. 
Yeo against total abstinence ; and he 
makes the remark that dry sherries 
do an incalculable amount of harm. 
Frightened by that, you turn to best 
sherry. I go to the observations of 
Mr. Cyrus Bedding, and there find 
that it is sometimes a low-priced 
sherry, mixed with the washings of 
brandy casks and a small quantity of 
lamb's blood. Therefore you take 
refuge in claret. Again I go to Mr. 
Cyrus Bedding's book, where he tells 
me about a low-priced claret which is 
frequently made of bad French wine, 
mixed with cider, cochineal, turnsole, 
and other drugs. After that, I have 
no doubt you will say, " I will have 
nothing to do with sherries ; I will 
take refuge in grand old crusted port 
wine." But when you come to port 
wine the case is a great deal worse 
for you. Professor Mulder tells ua 
that a great deal of port is made in 
which there is not a single drop of 
grape juice at all, but that there is a 
concoction of gum-benzoin, gum 
dragon, red sawder, tartar, tartaric, 
citric and oxalic acids, logwood ; and 
that recently there has been added 
to it, in order to give it colour and 
aroma, nitric acid and nitric ether. 

Now I must say that if you are to 
pride yourselves on drinking all these 
extraordinary concoctions, I cannot 
congratulate you. Perhaps you think 
you are too great connoisseurs to be 
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deceived by such mixtures. They 
deceive even experienced chemists, 
and Professor Mulder tells us that 
England stands far beyond other 
countries in the art of adulteration ; 
and Mr. Redding says that the adul- 
teration of wine has become of late 
almost a scientific pursuit, and also 
that the effect of pure wine on ft 
healthy stomach is known m this 
country by very few. Now I do say 
to you that if you are to sit by my 
Bide when you are drinking what 
probably may be, and what you 
cannot be sure is not, one of these 
nasty compounds and objectionable 
concoctions, I think it is exceedmgly 
hard that you should treat me as a 
Manichee, that you should look down 
upon me as a poor weakling, because 
I do not drink them. If you take 
refuge in other things, for instance, 
ardent spirits, you are a great deal 
worse off. If you are ^^nking what 
is said to be a favourite Scotch dnnk, 
whisky— a great firm will tell you in 
their advertisement that if it is less 
than three years old it is nothmg 
Bhort of maddening. If again you 
are drinking brandy, I would refer 
vou to a most unquestionable witness. 
If you will turn to the Licensed Vie" 
twdlers' Gazette of November 8rd, 
1878 you will there find that out ot 
every one thousand gallons of brandy 
sold, nine hundred and ninety-nine 
are made from a vile compound of 
whisky, distilled spirits and chemical 
inKredients-and they add that this 
is equally true of wines. I^ yon say, 
•♦ I will have nothing to do with these, 
but go back to English beer," you 
will see that out of eighty-nme sam- 
ples of beer, and of the materials used 
in brewing, which were examined in 
1878 by the Inland Revenue au- 
thorities, sixty-one were adulterated 
or consisted of Ulegal ingredients, and 
you will find in Mr. Cyrus Redding s 
book, that 60 impudently and noto- 
riously are those frauds practised, and 
BO openly avowed, that there are pub- 
licans* guides and licensed victuallers 
directories, in which the most infa- 
mous receipts of adulteration are laid 
down for swindling customers. I 
iiave been referring you simply to 
persons who are advocates of and 
connoisseurs in the wine trade. 



Now, I hope I have already said, 
enough to show you the utter hoUow- 
ness of what is called ** the Scriptural 
argument." If they were content 
merely to go to Scripture to prove 
that drinking wine is lawful, they^ 
would go to it to prove that which 
scarcely any sensible man would 
dream of disputing. But it does not 
at all follow that because Scripture 
assumes that it is lawful in nations, 
which were not drunken nations, to 
drink the unadulterated juice of the 
grape (which by the ancients was 
always largely mixed with water) it 
is therefore lawful for us to drink all 
kinds of flaming brandied compounds 
which often have not got a drop of the 
juice of the grape, and with which,, 
though they are ten times as potent, we 
only mix water as an exceptional cus- 
tom. Those who take the opposite view^ 
I think, ought to bear in mind that the 
Bpecific ingredient of our wines- 
alcohol— was not even discovered till 
the eleventh century, and that it would 
most certainly come under the head 
of that strong drink which the Scrip- 
tures scarcely ever mention without 
the strongest warning and reproba- 
tion. 



Tj^mm^ (Sirtnts. 



At a meeting of the Royal Society, 
Dr. 0. W. Siemens, F.R.S., has been 
giving a detailed description of some 
experiments on the Influence of the 
Electric Light uponVegetation. Plants 
kept entirely in the dark soon died; 
those exposed to the electric light 
only, or to daylight only, throve 
about equally ; and those exposed to 
both day and electric light throve far 
better than either. One of the con- 
clusions to which Dr. Siemens came, 
is, that plants do not appear to re- 
quire a period of rest during we 
twenty-four hours of the day, but 
make increased and vigorous progress 
if subjected during daytime to sun- 
light, and during the night to electric 
light. Before concluding his observa- 
tions. Dr. Siemens placed a pot of 
budding tulips in the full brightness 
of an electric lamp in the meeung 
room, and, in about forty minutes the 
buds had expanded into full bloom. 
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The " Brosh *' system of electric 
lighting is now in use at Messrs. 
t/rossley's mills at Halifax, whea 
artificial light is required. The light- 
ing by gas was formerly effected by 
the use of two hundred and thirty 
bamers, at a cost of 3s. lid. per 
hour. The lighting by electricity is 
accomplished by sixteen burners, at 
accst of 8d. per hour. The illumina- 
ting power is enormously in favour 
of electricity. 

The United States Court of San 
Francisco has decided that the Cali- 
fornian law, forbidding Corporations 
to employ Chinese workpeople, is 
unconstitutional. The case will pro- 
bably be taken on appeal to the 
United States Supreme Court. 

It is stated that Mr. Benjamin 
Wldt worth, just returned to Parlia- 
ment for Drogheda, began life at 
Manchester in 1832 on 5s. a week. 

A CHURCH of unexampled magnifi- 
cence is nearly ready for consecration 
in Moscow. Its construction was 
commenced in 1833, as a memorial 
of the French invasion under Napo- 
leon I. The entire cost has been 
about ^-3,000,000. 

The most stringent measures con- 
tinue to be adopted against the 
Nihilists in various parts of Russia, 
«nd numerous arrests still continue 
to be made. Prisoners sent to Siberia 
are so many that special prisons for 
political offenders have to be con- 
structed. 

The personalty of the Duke of 
Portland in England has been sworn 
under £1,600,000 ; and the Very Rev. 
Augustus Buncombe, D.D., Dean of 
York Cathedral, could not say. Silver 
^nd gold have I nonet his will being 
proved under ^500,000, besides 
several estates. 

AccoBDiNG to the recent decision of 
4he Privy Council, the Bishops hold 
a most responsible office. The words, 
" It shall be lawful,"— in the Church 
Biicipline Act, — have finally been 
decided to imply, that a Bishop may 
or may not allow proceedings to be 
taken against an offending clergyman. 
A Bishop has thus an uncontrolled 
discretion to decide whether or not a 



clergyman shall be prosecuted for 
offences against ecclesiastical law. 
This discretion is conferred upon him 
under the Public Worship Act of 
1874. Notwithstanding the final 
decision being in his favour, the Rev. 
T. T. Carter, the Rector of Clewer, has 
resigned, after a residence of thirty- 
six years. 

According to a statement made by 
Mr. Lowe, at Harrow, the average 
expenditure of the late Liberal govern- 
ment was ^71,500,000 ; and the 
average expenditure of the Conserva- 
tive government has been ^82,250,000. 

Mr. Birley was the only English 
Tory of the hundred and thirty-four 
members of the late Parliament who 
voted in favour of Sir Wilfrid Law- 
son's Resolution. In a leading article 
headed LociLL Option, the Times 
said, "We believe that Mr. Glad- 
stone expressed the opinion of the 
centre of the House of Commons. 
The best men on both sides agreed 
with him. The present system of 
licensing houses for the sale of in- 
toxicating liquors is far from perfect. 
It is not merely imperfect — it has 
imperfections that might be removed." 

At the suggestion of Mr. Rylands, 
a Parliamentary paper has been 
issued, setting forth particulars re- 
lating to Parliamentary representa- 
tion. Dudley and Durham stand 
together in the alphabetical list. 
Dudley, with 15,000 voters, returns 
one member; Durham, with 2,000 
voters, returns two. 

The Norfolk News gives an ac- 
count of a recent application for a 
beer license in Hampstead. The 
house was next door to the Working- 
man's Club, and opposite to a Mission 
Chapel. There were already three 
public-houses in the street. Not a 
man, woman, or child in the road 
wanted any further facilities to drink. 
The magistrates said they were 
opposed to the granting of the license. 
They could only ask two questions, 
and if the replies to those que&tions 
were satisfactory, the license could 
not be refused. No one knew any- 
thing against the man or the house, 
and so the application was granted. 
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Mb. Wheel house, who always 
made it his business to oppose Sir 
Wilfrid Lawson, has lost his election 
at Leeds. This licensed victuallers* 
candidate was low down at the bot- 
tom of the poll, and Mr. Gladstone 
13,000 above him at the top. 

Christianity appears to be de- 
stined to make rapid progress in 
Japan. According to Dr. N. G. 
Clark, the Secretary of the American 
Board of Missions, ten years ago 
there were less than ten converts ; no 
organised Church ; no native agency ; 
no school for training ; no missionary 
devoted to preaching; and placards 
everywhere denouncing the very 
name of Christian. To-day, there 
are more than 2,600 professed be- 
lievers in Christ ; a recognised evan- 
gelical community three times larger ; 
a fine body of earnest and faithful 
native preachers; Christian schools 
for the preparation of a native minis- 
try ; an important Christian litera- 
ture, reckoned by thousands, and 
finding a ready sale ; a Christian 
newspaper that circulates in all parts 
of the empire; and illustrating in 
their lives the faith that breathes 
through all, more than one hundred and 
sixty devoted men and women from 
Christian lands ; and the influence 
of Christian thought and sentiment 
is manifest in every direction. 

Mr. Adam McCall, of Leicester, 
is gone out as the leader of a Mis- 
sionary party from Mr. Guinness's 
Missionary Institute. The destina- 
tion is the Congo or Livingstone 
River. The part of Africa to which 
these Missionaries are gone, is sup- 
posed to contain 50,000,000 of popu- 
lation, all sunk in heathenism. The 
intention is to establish an industrial 
Mission Station, three hundred and 
fifty miles from the coast. Iron ore 
abounds ; and the natives will be 
taught the use of the forge and 
bellows, and how to raise the many 
valuable products their climate is 
capable of producing. So far as his 
own expenses are concerned, Mr. 
McCall goes out at his own cost. 
His age is about thirty. From 1872 
to 1678 he was engaged to travel in 
various parts of South Central Africa; 



and returning home, was convertec^ 
under the ministry of the Rev. New- 
man Hall. Instead of going out aa 
formerly, to hunt elephants, buffaloes, 
and other big game, he is gone to 
establish a Christian Mission on the 
Congo. 

Th$ Methodist Recorder had re- 
cently an article on " Wasted Reli- 
gious Accommodation ; " which, be- 
sides giving instances of wasted 
sitting accommodation for worship- 
pers, suggested also a consideration 
of wasted labour on the part of those 
who are employed in preaching. The 
article noticed a statement made by 
Mr. M'Eechnie, of the Primitive 
Methodist Conference, in reply to a 
deputation from the Wesleyan Metho- 
dist Conference : " That he had him- 
self been one of four Methodist 
superintendents who had spent an 
entire Sunday in a large northern 
village. In that village there were 
four Methodist chapels — ^presamably 
Wesleyan , New Connexion, Primitive,. 
and the United Free Churches. The 
largest of these four chapels would 
have accommodated a greater num- 
ber of Methodists than the whole 
place contained." 

As we write, the absorbing topic 
is the General Election. Speaking 
at Juniper Green, Mr. Gladstone 
regarded it as a principle, that *' the 
Government must be tried by the 
country, without view to station, 
wealth, or property distinguishing 
their votes." The contest, to be de- 
cided before this appears in print, 
will affect both the foreign and 
domestic policy of the Government. 
Should the Liberals come in, as seems 
probable, they will be bound to carry 
important measures, i.e., if their 
promises are of any worth. [The 
country has decided, since the above 
lines were penned, by such a majority^ 
in favour of the Liberal party as has 
not been shown since 1832. We trust 
the hand of God is in it.] 

As to the Association in which we 
take such an interest Ut us not he 
weary. Tiie last day for receipts for 
the current year is May 15th. 
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The Biblical Mtueum. A Golleotion 
of Notes Explanatory, Homiletio, 
and Illustrative of the Scriptures. 
By James Compeb Gray. Old 
Testament, Vol. VII. containing 
Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, Solomon's 

' Song. London: Elliot Stock. 
Price 5s. 

This usefal and deservedly popular 
work goes on its way rejoicing. It is 
not so with many books which appear 
at intervals in numbers, parts, and 
volumes. There is a long interval 
between the first part or volume and 
the last. It was so with Clarke's 
Commentary when it was first pub- 
lished. The first part appeared in 1810, 
bat the last was not published till 
1825. In this work the writer and 
the publisher have done much to 
bring out the volumes as quickly as 
possible. We have examined the 
volume before us very minutely, and 
we see no falling off. This seventh 
volume seems equal to any of its 
predecessors. 

Holiness as understood by the Writers 
of the Bible. A Bible Study. By 
Joseph Agar Bbet. London : 
Hodder and Stoughton. 

This is a pamphlet of 62 pages, price 
9d. in paper covers. Mr. Beet is one 
of the most independent thinkers we 
have ever met with, but it will take 
some time before the productions of 
his pen will lay hold of the general 
pnbUc. Yet everything he writes is 
worthy of serious attention. He does 
not run in the old grooves, but marks 
out his own course ; at the same 
time he has a profound reverence for 
the Scriptures. 

Some very zealous promoters of the 
doctrine of holiness have been blamed 
for holding that holiness, like forgive- 
ness of sins, is to be attained by faith, 
but they have Mr. Beet on their side, 
for he says : — 

*'With a confidence which seems 
to us akin to madness, but which is 
commanded by God, we venture to 
believe, at the Apostle's bidding, that 
we are now dead to sin, and from this 
moment ^e shall live for God, and 
that in this separation from sin and 



devotion to God we shall be maintained 
to the end of life by the presence and 
power of the Holy Spirit. And while 
we thus believe, the command of God 
which in believing we obey is itself a 
pledge that in the moment of our 
faith God works in us that which He 
bids us believe. . . . Therefore, 

i'ust as we obtain forgiveness by be- 
ieving that in the moment of our 
faith and through the death of Christ 
our sins are forgiven, so by believing 
that it is ours, we also so obtain and 
retain the holiness which God requires 
and gives " (page 53). 

We think those who hold the views 
of the writer would do well to remem- 
ber the Apostle's caution, *' Be not 
high-minded, but fear." 

Dr. HaymaHf Bible Wines, and the 
Temperance Bible Commentary, A 
Dissection of Articles in the 
" Church Quarterly Review,** &c. 
By Dawson Burns, M.A., F.S.S. 
London : National Temperance 
Publication Depot, 837, Strand. 
Price Threepence. 

This is a reprint of a series of papers 
which appeared in the Temperance 
Record. To say that all the Bible 
wines were intoxicating would be 
saying too much ; to say that none of 
them were intoxicating would be say- 
ing too little. 

Life of Robert Raihes, Founder of 
Sunday Schools. By W. O. Lillby. 
London: F. Newton, 119, Salis- 
bury Square, Fleet Street. Price 
Threepence. 

Hebe is our old friend W. O. Lilley 
again, and those who have not read 
the Life of Hobert Haikes would do 
well to invest threepence in the pur- 
chase of this production, and they will 
get value for their money. 
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THE DAISY. 



" The flowers appear on the earth, and 
the time of the singing of birds is come." 

The Daisy may be called the mis- 
sionary flower, whose duty is to go 
forth everywhere ; and well it fulfils 
the command, for look where you will 
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daisies are springing — ^in graveyards, 
on lonely hill sides, by the clear and 
pebbly brook, nnder hedges, all over 
meadows, in orchards, close to caves, 
in woods, on village greens, in gar- 
dens, on lawns, in rains, and, indeed, 
in every vacant spot it can find. It 
teaches the careful observer of nature 
lessons not soon to be forgotten. 
Meekness is a charm it wears; a 
raindrop may bend its slender stem, 
then, gently turning, it bestows a kiss 
upon the grass. A careless step may 
press out some of its beauty, but a 
gentle breeze fans it back to loveli- 
ness again. Its birth is lowly, in 
solitude and silence. "Quiet has a 
charm, and speaks to the heart." The 
lark, too, makes its nest at the daisy's 
feet, and finds it a quiet neighbour. 
When evening arrives, the daisy folds 
its tiny petals upon its breast, and 
goes to sleep if not to rest. The daisy 
— sweet, innocent — teaches us to look 
to its Maker above. It is the play- 
mate of childhood, and in it we see 
visions, and dream over again youth- 
ful dreams. Primrose. 



mCHAKD BIRDSALL. 

Near the close of the last century, 
the venerable Bichard Birdsall 
(generally called Dickey), of York, 
was engaged to preach at Harewood, 
about twenty miles from York. After 
morning service, the friends persuaded 
him to go and preacli at Kearby in 
the afternoon. Several attempts had 
been made to introduce preaching 
into the village, but the roughs drove 
the friends away. Two members 
were selected to go with the preacher. 
In travelling, one of the attendants 
said, '* Mr. Birdsall, prepare to take 
care of yourself ; I believe we shall 
be persecuted." The courageous 
Dickey stood still, and said, ** Go thy 
way back again.** He said, •* No, I 
will go, stand by, and help you if 
necessary.*' Dickey replied, with a 
firm look and clear voice, ** Go back 
again, I say ; go back. If thou goest 
I will not ; thou hast got no faith. 
If I allow thee to go, we shall be 
persecuted." Faithless returned ; the 
faithful went forward, joined a few 
people in the village, talked kindly 
to them, sung a hymn. A company 



collected together ; he asked for a 
chair to stand upon, and he would 
tell them something pleasing about 
Jesus. They heard him gladly; 
persecution ceased ; a house was pro- 
vided ; preaching established ; a 
society was formed ; in due time a 
chapel was erected, and the Wesleyan 
Methodists have preached the Gospel 
faithfully and peaceably in the village 
ever since. If the beginning was 
feeble, glorious have been the results ; 
and numbers are rejoicing in heaven 
over the precious seed the pious 
Birdsall sowed that afternoon in 
Kearby. After evening service, the 
Earl of Harewood*s land agent and 
Mr. Birdsall agreed to meet in the 
park the following morning for reli- 
gious converse. After some time, the 
sweet fellowship was broken by his 
lordship taking his stand at a certain 
place where he required the presence 
of his agent. A most cordial and 
brotherly parting was noticed by his 
lordship, who asked, ** Parker, what 
old friend is that you have left ? You 
appeared most affectionate in part- 
ing." *'My lord, he is a Methodist 
Local Preacher from York." *' Where 
has he been ? " ** Preaching at 
Harewood and Kearby yesterday." 
**What has he for preaching?" 
"Nothing, my lord. The local 
preachers give their time, bear their 
own expense ; the friends give them 
a little food, and lodgings if they 
remain all night." ** Where is he 
going now?*' "To York.** "Has 
he no conveyance ? " " No, my lord, 
he has to walk.'* "Hasten to the 
stables, tell such a groom to saddle 
two horses, one for himself, the other 
for the preacher, and take him into 
York.*' The groom soon overtook 
him, and with all the civility of the 
establishment, told him his lordship 
had sent him a horse to ride on to 
York, and he was going to bring the 
horse back. He replied, "I am 
very much obliged to his lordship for 
his great kindness, but I can walk 
very well, being always accustomed 
to it.*' To which the good man said, 
" His lordship will not be pleased if 
you refuse the offer ; " dismounting} 
and placing the horse in a proper 
position. The good man's feelings 
overcame him ; a glow of heavenly 
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affection covered his face, tears of 
gratitude flowing from his eyes ; 
Hftiog his foot to the stirrnp, looking 
upwards, and with an audible voice 
he exclaimed, " Good Lord, keep me 
humble." Bein^ asked afterwards 
why he offered that prayer, he said, 
" Was there not a need for it ? I, an 
old man, a button-maker, going to get 
upon the back of my lord's horse, 
having new saddle with plated stir- 
rups, it was sufficient to make a poor 
man proud." God*s true servants are 
held in affectionate remembrance. 

The above was communicated to 
me more than forty years ago by my 
spiritual father, the late celebrated 
Mr. William Dawson, of Barnbow. 

H. H. 

GERMANY: ITS INTERNAL POLI- 
TICAL RELATIONS AND CHANGES. 

In the report of the British and 
Foreign Bible Society for 1877, a 
reference is made by the Society's 
agent in Germany, the Rev. George 
Palmer Davies, to the political rela- 
tions of the different States to each 
other. A statement is made of the 
changes effected by the reconstruction 
of the German Empire, that we think 
interesting, and which will no doubt 
be so to some of our readers. We 
have extracted all that is stated in 
reference to political changes. 

*' The Germany of 1876 ffor which 
year the Agent's Report was supplied) 
differs widely from that of 1856. 
Frankfort was then its political capi- 
tal, and Prague, Vienna, Salzburg 
and Innsbruck were German cities : 
it comprised thirty-five States, with a 
population of 14,000,000, and the 
Emperor of Austria was at its head. 
Now, on the contrary, Bohemia, Aus- 
tria Proper, the Tyrol, and Luxem- 
Jjwg, are no part of Germany, while 
the excluded Prussian provinces, with 
Schleswig, Alsace and Lorraine, have 
been taken in. The thirty-five states 
have been reduced to twenty-six, and 
^e population to 42.000,000. The 
l^g of Prussia is German Emperor. 
The old College of Ambassadors, 
which used to sit at Frankfort, is 
replaced by a National Parliament, 



meeting at Berlin. The new order 
of things has given to Germany a 
common army, a common coinage, 
and almost a common post ; and the 
German Fatherland, which was for- 
merly a patriotic fiction, is now what 
the people proudly call a ' world-wide 
historical fact.' Twenty years ago 
Austria, followed by Wurtemburg and 
Baden, bound herself by her Con- 
cordat to the Papal See : in Prussia 
the Romish hierarchy had a freedom 
surpassing that which they enjoyed 
even in Catholic lands : the Jesuits 
flooded the country ; and the German 
bishops used to meet periodically in 
secret session in Fulda, at the grave 
of St. Boniface. 

" All is now changed. The wars 
of 1859 and 1864 shook Austrian as- 
cendancy in Germany, and that of 
1866 destroyed it. The Concordats 
and Conventions are all abrogated ; 
the freedom of the bishops in Prussia 
is transformed into a subjection, per- 
haps too rigorous. Tlie whole land 
has been gradually opened by legisla- 
tion or negotiation, to the work of the 
Bible Society." — Report^ pp. 30, 31. 

THE JUDGMENT OF WOMEN. 
We will say nothing of the manner 
in which that sex usually conduct an 
argument; but the iutuitive judgment 
of women is often more to be relied 
upon than the conclusions which we 
reach by an elaborate process of rea- 
soniDg. No man that has an intelli- 
gent wife, or who is accustomed to the 
society of educated women, will dispute 
this. Times without number you 
must have known them to decide 
questions on the instant, and with un- 
erring accuracy, which you had been 
poring over for hours, perhaps with 
no other result than to find yourself 
getting deeper and deeper into the 
tangled maze of doubts and difficulties. 
It were hardly generous to allege that 
they achieve these facts less by rea- 
soning than by a sort of sagacity which 
approximates to the sure instinct of 
the animal races ; and yet there seems 
to be some ground for the remark of 
a witty French writer, that when a 
man has toiled, step by step, up a 
flight of stairs, he will be sure to find 
a woman at the top ; but she will not 
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he able to tell how she got there. 
How she got there, however, is of little 
moment. If the conclosions a 
woman has reached are sound is all 
that concerns us, and that thej are 
very apt to be sound on the prac- 
ticid matters of domestic and se- 
cular life, nothing but prejudice or 
aelf-conceit can prevent us from ac- 
knowledging. The inference, therefore, 
is unavoidable, that the man who 
thinks it beneath his dignity to take 
counsel with an intelligent wife, stands 
in his own light, and betrays that lack 
of judgment which he tactily attributes 
to her. BooBDMAN. 

^j^tnom^na of i\t p[on%* 

MAY. 
May, the fifth month of the present 
year, was the second in the old Alban 
Calendar, the third in that of 
Bomulus, and the fifth in the Calen- 
dar of Numa Pompilius. In the 
Alban Calendar it consisted of 
twenty-two days ; of thirty-one in the 
Calendar of Komulus ; and of thirty 
in that of Numa. Julius Cffisar re- 
stored to it the odd day, of which 
Numa had deprived it, and of which 
it still keeps possession. Its etymo- 
logy is doubtful. Our Saxon ancestors, 
after the Romans, called it Maias- 
month ; and in their native langoage 
Fri-Melchi, three milk month, when 
cows were milked three times a day. 

The sun rises on the first of the 
month at thirty-four minutes after 
four, and sets at twenty minutes after 
seven, giving nearly fifteen hours of 
sunlight. On the 3 1st the sun rises 
at fifty-one minutes after three, and 
sets at three minutes after eight, 
giving upward of sixteen hours' sun- 
light, and over one hour's additional 
light in the month. 

New moon on the 9th of the month, 
and full moon on the 24th. 

Our readers may note how far the 
weather predictions are verified, for 
those meteorologists who profess to 
give them, say, ** The Merrie month 
of May " opens showery ; 2nd and 3rd 
fine and very warm ; 4th variable ; 
6th to 8th unsettled ; 9th to 11th fair 
generally ; 12th and 13th showery ; 
14th fine and warm ; 16th changes ; 



16th and 17th fair; 18th to 20tb 
showery; 21st variable; 22nd stormy; 
23rd and 24th fair ; 26th stormy and 
overcast ; 26th fine ; 27th and 28th 
unsettled; 29th and 30th fine and 
very warm ; 3l8t stormy. 

** It was anciently the custom," says 
Brand in his Antiquities," for all rankg 
of people to go out a- Maying early on 
the first of May. It is on record that 
King Henry VIII. and Queen 
Catherine partook of this diversion; 
while the courtiers, in the beginning 
of his reign, rose on May-day very 
early to fetch May or green boughs." 

The 24th of this month is Qaeen 
Victoria's birthday, bom on May 24th, 
1819. She will be sixty-one years of 
age on that date. This month she has 
been more than eighteen years a 
widow. 

EPAOTS. 

In our issue for last month we gave 
directions for finding Easter by the 
Epact. It may be advisable to state 
what is meant by the Epact — as also 
the purposes that may be attained by 
its use. The number which expresses 
the age of the moon on the first day 
of January in any year is the epact 
for that year. Hence the age of the 
moon may be easily ascertained at 
any time of the year, by the epact 
alone, without recourse to the alma- 
nack rule. Add the day of the month 
to the epact, and also 1 for each 
month from March inclusive. If less 
than 30, that will be the moon*s age; 
if more than 30, subtract 80 from it, 
and the remainder will be its age on 
the day required. Example :—B6- 
quired the age of the moon on the 
first day of May, 1880. 
Epact for this year 18 

Day of Month 1 

Number of month from March 3 

Which gives the Moon's 

age as 22 days. 

BULE TO FIND THE EPACT. 

Subtract 1 from the golden namber 
for the year, multiply the remainder 
by 11, and divide the product by SO, 
the remainder is the epact for the 
year. Example: The golden number 
this year is 19. Subtract 1, then 18r 
multiplied by 11, gives 198, which 
divided by 30— six times 80 is 180^ 



MUTUAL-AID ABBOOIATIOH BIPOBTBB. 



155 



and it leaves 18 as the remainder, 
which is the epaot for this year. 
The epact for any given year being 
ascertained by the above rule, the 
epact for the snooeeding year may 
be found by adding 11 to the present 
one, if not more than 80 ; if above 
30, take the 80 from it, and the re- 
mainder will be the epact. Bat 
note, that 29 is reckoned as 30, except 
for the year 1900, when the epact for 
that year will be 29. It will be 
obyions that the addition of 11 to the 
epact for any year, will give the 
epact for the snoceeding year, as 11 



expresses the diSerenoe between a 
lunar and a solar year ; the former 
having 854 days, and the latter 865. 

After the year 1900, to find the 
epaot by the above rule, not only 
must 1 be subtracted from the golden 
number before multiplying by 11, but 
1 must be subtracted from the re^ 
mainder at the last. 

On whatever day of the week the 
1st of May occurs, the 26th of Decem- 
ber is the same. This year. May 
comes in on a Saturday ; consequently 
Christmas day will be on Saturday 
this year. G. C. S. 
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HONOBABT HEMBEBS. 
Ant person subscribing to the funds 
of the Association one guinea and up- 
wards is reckoned an ' * Honorary Mem - 
ber," and is entitled to this Magazine, 
which will be sent post-free monthly. 
We are happy to add the following 
new members since the last month : — 

Mr. Byrom, Manchester. 
Mr. Jos. Cook, Durham. 
Mr. Jas. Golmer, Barnstaple. 
Sir. James Falshaw, Edinburgh. 
Mr. Wm. Haime, Somerset. 
Mr. W. Holmes, Brixworth. 
Mr. Thos. Howard, Oxford, 
Mrs. Horton, London. 
Mrs. Plummer, nr. Bath. 
Mr. J. Paul, Portadown. 
Mr. J. PoUard, Wisbech. 
Mr, Ware, SaUsbury. 
Mr. E. HiUyer, Isle of Wight. 
Mr. Mark Smith, Southampton. 

THAME AND LEIGHTON BUZZARD 
BRANCHES. 

On Wednesday, April dlst, Bros. 
Madder and Rose, of Aylesbury, paid 
a visit to Gublington, in the Leighton 
Circuit, to glean a little for the 
Mutual- Aid Association. Bev. James 
Cook presided. Bros. Madder, Hose, 
ftnd G. Johnson pleaded the cause of 
local preachers, and the result, 
together with contents of box from 
Id^ss Harris, was between £6 and £6. 
The above-named Aylesbury brethren 



wended their cheerful steps to BrUl, 
in the Thame Circuit, on April 6th, 
to plead the same good cause there. 
The Bev. G. Smith, minister of the 
circuit presided, and was also assisted 
by Bev. P. Clarke and Bros. Burton 
and Grimsley. The result we hope 
will reach, if not exceed £5. Tq 
God be the praise ! J. Bose. 

NOBTHAMPTON, FIRST. 

Dear Bro. Sims. — I have great plea- 
sure in handing over to you the snm 
of ^1 6s. Id. on behalf of *' The Local 
Preachers' Mutual-Aid Association," 
from Boughton. This is a small place, 
but they have done nobly and well. 
Bro. Wood, one of our Local Preachers 
residing there, has done well in get- 
ting up the tea and public meeting 
which have been so successful. The 
meeting was addressed by Brothers 
Pinny, Boberts, Belson, Sharp and 
others. Wishing the Association, 
every blessing. J. Lenton, 

Local Sec. 

YORK, NEW STREET, AND 
CENTENARY CIRCUIT. 

At a meeting of the Local Preachers 
of this Circuit held on Friday, March 
.12tb, 1880, the Bev. Joshua Mason 
(chairman of the district) in the chair, 
it was moved by Bev. J. F. Broughton, 
seconded by Brother Marston, sup- 
ported by Brother J. Webster, and 
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ireBolved unanimonsly, that the Local 
IVeachers of the above Circuit, in their 
quarterly meeting assembled, desire 
to express their pleasure in the an- 
ticipated meeting, and to offer their 
most cordial welcome to the represen- 
tatives, of the Local Preachers Mutual- 
Aid Association to this citj, and pray 
that the Divine blessing may rest on 
their gathering and its deliberations. 
Wm. Camidgb, Secretary, 



GENERAL COMMITTEE. 

The monthly committee was held at 
Brother Plant's, 186, Wandsworth 
Boad, on Wednesday, April 14th. 

Present : the President, Trea- 
surer, Honorary and General Sec- 
retaries, Plant, Wardley, Durley, 
Johnson, Madder, Aldom, Turtle, 
Jameson, and lies. 

Hymn 825 was sung, and Brother 
Turtle offered prayer. 

The minutes were read and con- 
firmed. 

The Honorary Secretary reported 
that the Trust Deed would be ready 
by next meeting ; the general election 
having hindered its completion. 

The total receipts sioce last May 
were £2,642 2s. 4d., and the expeudi- 
-tnre £2,618 IBs. 5d. The last month's 
account showed receipts £330 lis. 8d., 
payments £342 7s. lOd., new members 
66, deaths 6 members and 4 wives, 
sick 109, annuitants 143. 

An account £6 7s. 8d. for rent and 
^as was ordered to be paid. 

The following applications for help 
were considered and settled : — 

Brother J. 0. of B., aged 68, a local 
preacher for 40 years, has a wife aged 
'60, and four children, none of whom 
can aid him with pecuniary assistance. 
He has been a farm labourer, his full 
wages were 12s. a week ; he is now 
quite unable to work, from rheu- 
matism and lumbago. 

The Mayor of B., who is a local 
preacher, wrote to say that he had 
known J. C. 50 years ; that he is a 
man of superior ability as a preacher, 
beiug welcomed in the best chapels 
of the circuits, but that his bodily 
strength is quite worn out. 

Tlie secretary of the branch endorsed 
this statement. 



It was resolved to allow Brother J. 0. 
5b. a week. 

Brother G. D. of A., aged 74, is a 
labourer, but cannot do more than one 
week's work in eight weeks. He has 
a wife aged 74 ; his six children are all 
away from him and cannot help him. 
Poverty and old age are the grounds 
of his claim. 

Resolved: That this brother have 
5b. a week. 

Brother J. D. of B., aged 69, a local 
preacher 36 years, has a wife aged 68. 
He is a nail forger, but cannot work 
at his trade through ill health. He 
has been upon our sick fund for more 
than a year. He has 4s. 6d. from 
another sick club, which is all his in- 
come, besides our help. 

Resolved : That this brother have 
5s. a week. 

Brother J. S. of B., aged 60, a 
local preacher for 29 years, has a wife 
aged 60, and nine children, but re- 
ceives only trifling aid from any of 
them. He is a wire worker, bat 
being nearly blind cannot earn any- 
thing. 

Resolved : That this brother have 
Kg a week 

Brother J. W. F. of S., aged 67, a 
local preacher 40 years, is a fisher- 
man, but is very lame and has earned 
nothing for three months. He has a 
wife and six children, but receives no 
help from them. He has been on our 
funds at 3s. a week ; now bodily infir- 
mity, long service, and very precarious 
means compel him to ask for more. 

The local Secretary says he is a 
worthy, honest man, but cannot pay 
his way. 

Resolved : That this brother have 
in future 5s. a week. 

Brother W. L. of M., aged 79, a 
local preacher 61 years, is a widower; 
he has two sons who have no power 
to help him, one of them is paralysed 
and in the workhouse. Our brother 
is by trade a silk throwster ; now turns 
a patent mangle for a shilling a week, 
and receives another shilling some- 
times from a local benevolent society 
besides our assistance. He suffers 
from diabetes. 

Resolved : That the brother have 
6s. a week in future. 

A letter from York stated that ow 
friends there are succeeding well with 



MUTUAL-AID ASBOOUTZON BEPOBTER. 



16T 



airangements for the Annual Meeting, 
Jone 6th. The Ministers and Trus- 
tees are all very cordial. 

The President reported that he had 
Tisited, on our hehalf, Taunton, Sher- 
borne, Newport (Isle of Wight), 
Ventnor, Niton, and Lynn, and with 
Brother Benson had been a deputation 
to Loath, the results of which were 
▼ery encouraging. He had collected 
and paid in five guineas from new 
honorary members. 

Brother Madder reported that St. 
Albans was forming a new branch ; 
the names and ages of eight benefit and 
honorary members were given, the 
average being 36 years. 

It was resolved that these brethren 
be received at the uniform entrance 
fee of lOs each, with the understanding 
that the circuit will do something in 
aid-of our funds. 

A letter from Birmingham also asked 
for information in view of forming a 
new branch there. 

Leighton Buzzard was reported to 
be stirring itself on our behalf. 

The next meeting was fixed to be at 
Dr. Aldom's, Salway House, Leyton, 
on Monday, May 10th. (Trains from 
Liverpool Street Station.) 

The President closed the meeting 
with prayer. 

DEATHS. 

Feb. 9, 1880. John Hardy, Sheffield 
Branch, aged 53 years. Claim £8. 



March 6, 1880. John Hnbbard, 
Louth Branch, aged 78 years. His end 
was peace. He had been a useful 
local preacher in Loath Oirouit about 
47 years. The widow says, '* As there 
are so many more needy oases she maJces 
no daim.*' 

March 8, 1880. Jane Margaret Wat- 
son, Keighley Branch, aged 41 years. 
Her end, though sudden, was safe. 
Claim £3. 

March 16, 1880. Jane Jonep, Dawley 
Bran<di, aged 68 years. She died trust- 
ing in Jesus as her Saviour. Claim £3. 

March 24, 1880. Joseph Naylor, 
Eeighley Branch, aged 61 years. 
*< Patiently waiting the coming of the 
Lord.'* Claim £8. 

March 27, 1880. Mrs. Swift, Sheffield 
Branch, aged 74 years. As she lived, 
so she died, happy in the Lord. She 
had been a member of Socie1«y 50 
years. Claim iS4. 

April 1, 1880. John Poplar, Belper 
Branch, aged 75 years. He passed 
through much suffering, but in the final 
struggle he exclaimed, *' I have gained 
the victory," and repeated the hymn, 
** Jesus, lover of my soal." He had been 
an annuitant 259 weeks, and had re- 
ceived £52 158. Claim £4. 

April 2, 1880. John Hodgson, Keight 
ley Branch, aged 72 years. His end 
was sudden. He had been a local 
preacher nearly 50 years, and a mem- 
ber of our Association from the com- 
mencement. No claim. 

April 3, 1880. Joseph Peacock, 
Blackburn Branch, aged 76 years. He 
had been an annuitant 74 weeks, and 
had received £18 10s. Claim £4. 
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^0^^— Collection at Denby, 17s 5d; Ditto at Street Lane, 
mI 28 od •■• ••> •.• ••• ••• •■• 

SalUbury^'M.i, Ware, hm. £1 Is 

Stvaffkam—VT, W. K. Buttolph, hm. £1 Is; Mrs. Yaxley 
(of Sedgeford), don. £10, in memory of a beloved bro- 
ther aod sister, per Bro. Cook 

Sfidport ^Colleotod by our friend Mrs. Scadden, £3 17s... 

^idsomer Norton 

Marlborough,., 

Oatethead ... 

Bovgkton-lef^ipring^Mx, Joseph Cook, hm. £1 ; Mr. J. 
Johnson, 2s 6d 
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CiMtgleton ••• ... 

Barnitaple—l/Lr, James Colmar, hm. £1 

JBartofi'On ■ Sumhef ... ... ••• ... ... 

Newport (Mon.) — Mr. J. Cole, ho. lOs 6d ; Mr. H. Collier, 

hxn. qly. 5s 3d; Mr. R. Dayies,hm. 2 years, 10s 6d; Mr. 

W. Edwards, hm. qly. 5s 3d— 
Ouemgey ... ... ... ... ... .•• 

Holt—lAt, W. Leeder, qly. 2s 6d; Mr. B. Taylor, qly. 2s 6d 
Deviaei^Ux, Abraham, Is; Miss Giddings, qly. 2s 6d -» 
EweUr-^HLx^ B. Barrows, 12s; Mr. E. Y. Hawkins, hm. 

£1 Is ; Mr. T. Knapman, 5s ; Mr. Moore, 5s ; Mr. Stokes, 

hm. £1 Is ; Mr. T. Bowe, ho. 10s 6d; Mr. W. Treheme, 58 

iM.nu/fnP •.. ««a ••• ... .•> ... 

JLofvuUt ••• ••• ••« ••• ... ••• 

C/Uwtton *•• ••• ••• •■■ .*• ... 

Northampton 2nd ••• ... ••. 

Shipley ^l&x, S. Ackroyd, Is; Mr. S. Bateson, 2s 6d; Mr.E. 

Bishop, 2b 6d; Bev. H. Bargoine, 2s 6d ; Mr. H. Clongh, 

2s; Mrs. Cockshott, 28 6d; Mr. B. Crabtree, 28 6d; Mr. 

and Mrs. Dawson, 5s; B«y. G. Dickenson. 5s; Mr. W. 

Ezley, 28 6d ; Bev. E. Evans, 2s 6d ; Mr. E. Flaok, 2s 6d; 

Mr. G. Hargreaves, he. 10s ; Mr. J. Jackson, Is ; Mr. G. 

Johnson, 5s; Mr. M. Kendall, 2s; Mr. Olives, Is; Mr. B. 

Ryoroft, Is 6d; Mr. J. Stevenson, 2s 6d ; Mr. G. Taylor, 

2s 6d ; Mr. J. Wilcook, 2s 6d ; Mrs. J. Wood, 2s 6d (per 

Bro. Dawson) ; Mr.S. W. Duncan, 5s; Mr. J. Gott,2s 6d; 

Mr. "W. Gray, he. lOs ; Mr. H. 0. Naylor, 2s (per Bro. 

Naylor) ; Mr. W. Ambler, 2s 6d; Mr. J. Denby, 5s; Bev. 

T. Jenkin, 2s 6d (per Bro. Crablxee) .. 
Simndon—MT%. Baverstock, ho. 10s; Mr. Yonng Horton, 

hm. £1 Is; Mr. P. H. Mason, ho. 10s... 
Soarborouffhr—Mi. J. W. Calvert, ho. 10s 6d ; Mr. E. Dixon, 

ho. 10s 6d ; Mr. W. Pearson, hm. £1 ; Mr. G. Porrett, ho. 

10s 6d; Mr. W. Bobson, ho. 10s 6d; Mr. B. Smith, he. 

lOs 6d ; Mr. B. Swift, hm. £1 
Toweeiter \9t ••• ••• *•. ••• ••• 



••• 



lAdon — Mr. E. Beeoroft, 6s ..• 

DoLventTy ... ... ••• .•• ••• ••• 

yjCLVMivjOrCu ... ..• ... ... ... ••• 

TVtzntoQe ••• ... ... ... ••• ••• 

Olechheuton ••• ••• .•• ••• ••• ••■ 

SheroUTn ... ••• ••■ *•■ ■•• ••• 

£urton-on- Trent — Mr.D. Bassett, 58; Mr. S. B. Deaville, 5s 
Aylesbury —Ijegaxiy of late Bro. Cook, £100, less duty, 

£89 10s; Mr. B. Durley, hm. £1 Is ... 
Weymouth and Portland— Bio. Busby's Box, £1 7s id ... 
jjanoaszet* *•• .•■ ••• ... .•• ■•• 

Doncaster — Mr. W. Elwess, hm. £1 Is; Mr. W. Nelstrop, 

ho. lOs; Mr. D. Boberts, hm. 12s 
Eexhatn .•• ... •• .•• ... ... 

Ch*imsoy ••• ••• ••• ••• ••• ••■ 

LUheard 2nd ••• .•• ••• ... ... 

Towoetter 2nd — Service of Song. 12s ... 

Jaorpet/^ ..• •■• «•• .*• ••• ••• 

Htbddersfield 2nd ^ 

oCt L/Oiwno .. «•• ••• ... •*• ••• 

Leigh (Lano,) ..< ••• ••• ••• ... 

(tity Jn/Oad •*. ••• ••• ..« ... ••• 

Southwarh and Lambeth — Mr. W. Briggs, ho. 10s; Mr. G. 

Brown, 58 ; Mr. J. Clark, hm. £1 Is ; Mrs. Huggins, 4s ; 

Mr. W. lies, hm. £1 Is ; Mr. D. Plant, hm. £l Is; Mrs. 
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D. Plant, hm. £1 la ; Mr. Seyxnore, 2s 6d (per Mrs. Plant) ; 
Mr. G. J. Williamson, hm. £1 Is; Mrs. Gearing, 28 6d 
(per Rev. S. J. P. Danman)... ••• ••• ••• 

Southport .•• ••• ••• ••• ••• ••• 

£ifl6t01i ••. ••• ••• ••• ••• •■• 

Lineoln^Mi. 0. Dnokering, hm. qly. 58 3d; Mr. Bastin, 

AC. 10b ••• ■•• ■•• ••• •*• ••• 

"Chatterit 2nd ••• .>• ••• ••• ••■ 

SutuiCTuina ••• ••• ••• ••• ••• ••« 

Southdnipton ••• •«• ••• ••• ••• 

JidTHSidy •#• ••• ••• *** ■*• ••" 

JPreiton (Lane.)— Mr, B. Hardman, ho, 10s 6d; Mr. W. 
Wignall, hm, £1 ••• ••• ••• ••• ••• 

Jl6T6jOT(i ... •.. ••• ••• ■•• ••• 

XMUUCnUlft ••• .•• ••• ••• ••« ••• 

J!TOVM ••■ •■• «•• •«• ••• ••• 

Leeds^TAi. G. Atkinson, hm. £1 Is ; Miss Watson, hm, 2 
years, 3b« ••• ••• ••• ••• ••• •■• 

St. Agnei — Bey. J. Overton, ho. IDs 

iMTtilcy .•• ••• ••• ••• ••• •• 

Jlackbum^'Rey, J. Dent^ 5s; A Friend, 5s (per Bro. 
uooQare) *•. ••• ••* ••• ••• ••• 

XiUiC ••• ••• ••• ••• ••• ••• 

Wcd'Mtuury m»» ••• ■•• ••• ••• ••• 

JBiTfningham \st ••• •-• ••• •■• ••• 

Faversham^'iAr. B. G. Berry, qly. 5s 3d; Mr. J. Garter, qly. 
68 dd ; Mr. B. S. Dnnn, qly. 5s Sd ; Mr. A. Humphreys, 
qly. 58 3d ; Mr. G. Johnson, qly. 5s 3d ; Mr. J. Wildish, 
qiy. 08 od ••• •*■ ••• ••• ••■ ... 

Eigh Wycombe — Proceeds of Lecture, Zs 7d 

D&wlsy ••• ••• ••• ••• ••• •.. 

JBraekley—BTO, Barrett, Penny Preaching, £1 2s 9d; Mr. 
McKey, qly. 5s 3d ... 

Zauncegton — ^Mr. J. Dingley,qly. 78 6d ; Mr. E. Pethybridge, 
qiy. 78 oci ... ... .•• ••• ■•• ..■ 

Wellington ... ••• ... ,„ ••• ... 

Midiomer Norton ... ... ... ... ... 

Shepton Mallett — Mr. W. Heil, 3s; Mrs. Plammer, in 
memory of her late husband, £l Is ... 

Dover— 'ULt. G. Flashman, hm. £1 Is ; Mr. G. KiUiok, he. 
10s 6d ; Mr. Aid. Bees, hm. £\ Is; Mr. J. Bichardson, 
nm. 3&1 J.8 «. ... ••• ... ... ... 

Uttoafeter—Mr, S. Faulkner, 2s 6d ; Mr. T. Gresley, hm. 
£1 Is; Mr. 0. Tipper. 6s 

Tatmton ... ••• ... ... ... ... 

oncemcss ... •*. ... .«• •«• ... 

ShetJUld—OoWeatioTi at Abbey Dale, 17s ; Mr. Aid. Bassett, 
hm. £1 Is; Mrs. P. P. Birks, hm. £1 Is ; Mr. P. Birks, 
hm. £1 Is; Mr. C. H.Oamm, hm. £1 Is; Mr. Counoillor, 
J. 0. Olegg, 5s ; Mr. W. 0. Clegg, 5s ; Mr. CounciUor W. 
J. Clegg, hm. £1 Is ; Mr. F. H. Cockayne, ho. lOs 6d; Mr. 
W. Cockayne, he. lOa; Mr. J. Cole, hm. £1 Is ; Mr. S. 
Cole, hm. £1 Is ; Mr. T. Cole, hm. £1 Is; Mr. J. Collins, 
hm. £1 Is; Mr. J. Crapper, 2s 6d ; Mr. J. Glover, 58; 
Mr. E. Goodinson, hm. £1 ; Mr. J. Ibbotson, ho. 10s 6d ; 
Mr. L. Joell, hm. £1 Is ; Mr. J. Jones, ho. lOs ; Mr. J. 
Lockwood, 128; Mr. J. Parker, 2s 6d ; Mr. W. Parkin, 
he. lOs 6d ; Mr. W. Parlby, hm, £1 Is; Mr. B. Ward, 
he. 10s ; Mr. J. Wilde, 5s; Mr. J. Wood, hm. £1 Is; Mr. 
Councillor Woodcock, hm. £1 Is. The following per 
Bro. Neal: Mr. Councillor Neal,hm. £1 Is; Mr. W. Neal, 
lim. £1 Is. The foUo wing per Mrs. Freeborough: Mr. C. 
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BurgresR, Ss; Mr. B. Freeborongh, hm, £1 Is; Mr. Bedfem, 
ho. (Oliesterfield), 1 Os ; Mrs. J. J. Smith, hm. £1 . The 
following per Miss Sharman : Mr. J. Aizlewood, he. lOs; 
Mr. H. AUoard, ho. 10s; Mr. W. Batt, hm. £1 Is; Mr. 0. 
Binns. ho. 10s; Mrs. Blyde, 2s 6d; Mr. D. Chapman, ho. 
10s; Mr. J. Chapman, ho. lOs; Mr. T. Chapman, hm. £1; 
Mr. T. Chapman, jnn. hm. £1 Is; Mr. J. Clarke, 5s ; Mr. 
Cooker, 2s 6d ; Mrs. Ditton, ho. 10s ; Mr. J. Ellis, hm. 
£1 Is ; Mr. J. Gallimore, hm. £1 Is; Mr. W. Gallimore, 
hm. £2 2s; Mrs. T. Garfitt, ho. 10s ; Mr. G. Ibberson, 
2s 6d ; Mr. Knowles, 2s 6d; Mr. G. S. Lee, ho. 10s 6d ; 
Mr. Peace, 6s; Mr. T. Roberts, 6s; Mr. W. B. Sellers, hm. 
£1 Is ; Mr. T. Saye, hm. £1 Is ; Mr. A. Sharman, hm. 
£1 Is ; Mrs. A. Sharman, hm. £ 1 Is ; Mr. A. Sharman, 
Jan. ho. 10s ; Mr. Jabez Sharman, 6s ; Mr. John Shar- 
man, hm. £1 Is ; Ditto, in memory of late Mr. John 
Sharman, hm. £1 Is ; Mr. G. W. Sharman, hm. £1 Is ; 
Mr. J. H. Sharman, hm. £l Is ; Mrs. B. Smith, 2s 6d ; 
Mr. J. Starr, 6s; Mr. G. Travis, 7s 6d; Mr. G. W. Travis, 
hm. £1 Is; Mrs. G. W. Travis, hm. £1 Is; Mr. J. Wal- 
ton, 6s ; Mrs. C. Wardlow, hm. £1 Is; Mr. S. Wardlow, 
hm. £2 28; Mr. B. Wheen, 6s ; Mr. G. Wilkinson, 6s ; 
Mr. G. Woodhead, 2s 6d; Mr. J. Wragg, hm. £1 Is ; 
Small snms, 3s ••• •>• ••• ... ... 

I8U of Wight— Ut, E. Hillyer, hm. £1 Is ; Mr. M. Smith, 
hm. £1 ls**« ••• ••• ••• ••• ••• 

Peterborough \st ••• ••• ••• ••• ... 

lettering ••• ••• ••• ••• ••• •,. 

Northampton Ut — Collection at Boughton, £1 6s Id 

Manchester 1«^— Mrs. Edgar, 6s; Miss Edgar, 2s 6d; Mr. J. 
Edgar, hm. £1 Is ; Mr. J. Cooke, hm. £l Is; Mrs. Gam. 
ble, 6s ; Bro. T. Hallam, qly. 6s 3d ; Mr. J. Napier, hm. 
£1 is; Mrs. Niblow, 2s 6d; Mr. C. W. Rippon, hm. £1 Is 

JFbrest of Dean ••• ... ••• ••• 

Dumtable — Mr. Gaddren, 4s ; Collection at Dagnall, 
£1 148 6d; Ditto, Leegrave, £2 3s; Ditto, Tebworth, 
£1 lOs; Ditto, Teddington, £1 18s 6d 

Tamworth—Mi. T. Argyle, hm. £1 Is ... 

IVindsor^yir Norri8,hm,(Sunningdale), £1 Is .. 

SalUbury— 'Mr. WB.re,lim. £1 Ib 

Nottingham— Mr. Chapman, hm. £1 Is ., 

Spitalfields—Mi, W. Pearoe, hm. £1 Is 

JBlandford ••• ••• ••• ••• ••. ... 

8t. Ju9t—UT. R. Boyns, hm. £1 Is 

Ashton-under-Lyne—Ur, J. Taylor, 4s 6d 

C/ldnam ••• ••• ••• ••• ... ... 

Newport Pagnell—'i/LT, Grimes, hm. £ 1 ... 

Deptford and Woolwich 

iTa^ikn^— Dr. Aldom, hm. £1 Is 

St, Zeonard's-on'Sea—Mr. James Taylor, hm. £1 Is 

Hinde Street — Mr. and Mrs. Bowles, qly. 2s ; Mr. Welboum, 
qly. Is; Mr. J. E. Wilkins, hm. £1 Is 

JBristol^A. A. L., 8s for the Poor Old Hundred (per Bro. 
MayDard)... ••• ••• ..• ... ... 

Croydon— Mia. Ward^hm, £1 IB 

Chelsea— Mr. J. Carter, hm. £1 Is ; Mr. J. R. Cuthbertson, 
ho. 10s 6d; Mrs. T. Cuthbertson, hm. £l Isj Bro. G. King, 
4s; Mr. W. Taylor, hm. £1 Is 

JSxeter Hall— Mr. H. J. Atkinson, hm. £1 ; Mr. W. Jame- 
son, hm. £1 Is; Mr. Paul, hm. (Portadown) £1 Is 
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A TOUR IN EGYPT AND THROUGH THE HOLY LAND, &o. 

BY WILLIAM DOWSING, 
Ex-Pbesident of the Local P&eachebb' Mutital-Aid Associatiok. 

[We have received the following' commnnication from our esteemed Brother 
Dowsingf, and as it falls to the lot of very few local preachers to take the tonr he 
bas taken, we donbt not but that many of his brethren and other readers of car 
Magazine will be glad to read what a local preacher has to say abont what he 
saw and how he felt in those distant and surpassingly interesting lands."-— 
Editors.] 

Being in a yery low state of health for some months daring last winter, 
my medical adviser recommended a change of air, and three months* 
absence from business. I at once resolved to take the Palestine Tour ; 
and having secured coupons from Messrs. Gaze and Son, of London, I 
left England on the 23rd of February for Egypt, Palestine, Syria, Asia 
Minor, and Athens. 

After a ran by rail through France, and a pleasant sea voyage of six 
days in one of the French steamers from Marseilles, we arrived at Alex- 
andria, where the first scenes of Oriental life became apparent. No 
sooner were we in the harbour of that famous Egyptian port, than we 
were visited by scores of half-naked Arabs and Nubians, who tumbled 
themselves over the bulwarks of our steamer, shouting, screaming, yelling, 
qaarrelling, and fighting with each other, seizing our luggage, and also 
oarselves, in order to pitch us into their boats ; some pulling us on one 
side, and some on the other, so keen was the competition to secure our 
patronage. On landing, things were even worse ; it was Babel outdone, 
confusion confounded ; and after passing through certain forms at the 
Castom House, the examination of our passports and luggage, we were 
glad to arrive safe at our hotel. 

Alexandria is a busy city, and is yearly increasing in size and impor- 
tance. Having been founded at an early period, it is full of interest to 
the tourist, and during our two days' stay we visited many of its places of 
note. 

From Alexandria we proceeded by rail to Cairo, the Egyptian capital, 
a distance of about 180 miles. We travelled some distance on the Delta 
of the Nile, and the entire plain through which our train passed was 
verdant with its productions of corn, maize, rice, tobacco, &c. We saw 
a large number of camels and donkeys, on which were seated half-naked 
Arabs, or veiled women; while other animals were laden with the pro- 
ductions of the land. The villages we passed, like others in the East, con- 
sist of hats built of unburnt brick, hovels of the worst type. We reached 
the station at Cairo ; and here, as at Alexandria, yelling and confusion 
were going on by men seeking employment. We remained at Cairo 
eight days, and had an ample opportunity of seeing the city and its 
interesting surroundings. It contains 400,000 inhabitants, and here the 

June, 1880. l 
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TArions phases of Oriental life are more prominent than at Alexandria. We 

Tisited the mosqnes, the bazaars, the public buildings and institations of 

the city ; we saw the alleged spot where Moses was found on the Nile, ii 

also the temporary home of Joseph and Mary during their sojourning in 

Egypt, when, with the infant Bayiour, they fled from the reach of Herod« 

It is now a Greek church of very ancient construction. We worshipped 

in the new English Church on the Sunday, and during our stay visited 

the highly interesting Christian schools of Miss Whately, and also those 

of the American Presbyterian Church ; and addressed the children in 

both. Old Cairo is " without form or comeliness,*' haying narrow streets 

and miserable dwellings ; while the suburbs, or the new town, are full of 

attractions. The boulerards are adorned with floral beauty ; the rillis 

and mansions are of the most elaborate and costly character; taking 

Cairo as a whole, it is a grand city ; but viewing it in a religions aspect, 

it is wrapt in Egyptian darkness, being under the dominion of the followen 

of the False Prophet. We spent one day in visiting the Pyramids and 

Sphynz, seven miles distant. Those huge piles of stones, those wonders 

of all ages, with their vastness and height, strike the trareller with 

bewildering astonishment and awe. They carry us back to the far-distant 

past, when Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and Moses may have walked on the 

terraces and summits of those stupendous works of human industry and 

skill. Many of our party, assisted by guides, climbed to the summit; 

but others, for substantial reasons, remained below. As our faces are 

set towards the earthly Zion, we left Cairo by rail for Ismailia, on the 

Suez Canal ; and we sailed fifty miles down this marvellous highway of 

nations to Port Said, where, through stress of weather, we were detained 

three days from sailing to Joppa on the day appointed ; but as a calm 

always succeeds a storm, we were enabled to leave on the third day ; and 

after a sail of twelve hours we were at anchor close to the ancient town 

and port of Joppa. 

Our first view of Palestine was in the early morning, a season of no 
ordinary excitement. We witnessed a glorious scene as the rising snn 
abed his rays of amber, purple, and rose colour over the mountains of 
Judea, in a cloudless sky. We landed in boats, and spent a few hours in 
visiting places of Biblical interest, such as the *^ House of Simon the 
Tanner," the top of the house where Peter saw the vision, the home of 
Dorcas, <&c., &c., and the Christian schools, so ably conducted by Miss 
Amott. 

Soon our horses are selected, and we start on our riding journey 
towards Jerusalem, forty miles distant, our party numbering thirty. Oar 
road is through the extensive orange and lemon groves of Joppa, the 
trees being literally burdened with their golden fruit. We soon entered 
the fertile plains of Sharon, extending for fifteen miles; we passed 
through Arimathea and the Valley of Ajalon, and camped the first night 
near the little town of Latrum. On the following day we soon com* 
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menced to ascend the Jadean moantains, the soenerj increasing in wild 
sablimitj. We passed through Kiijath-jearim, where the ark of Gk)d 
rested ; also through Lydd% Oibeon, and £mmaus. We crossed the 
Brook in the Valley of Kolomeigh, where David slew Gk>liath ; and as we 
went up to Jerusalem, we ascended the steeps of Beth*Horon ; and at 
8.30 p.m. we entered the Holy City through the Damascus Gate, and soon 
we were in our rooms at the Damascus Hotel. We shall eyer remember 
cor feelings of reyerence when we first entered these gates ; the words of 
the Psalmist were impressed upon our minds, '^ Our feet shaU stanid 
within thy gates, Jerusalem.** 

On the following morning we mounted our steeds and set off for 
Bethlehem, twelye miles distant. We passed through the yalley of 
Rep.haim, the Well of the Maji, and the Tomb of Bachel ; and crossing 
the plains of Bethlehem, we soon reach that interesting little city. While 
there we visited the Church of the Nativity, the Chapel or Grotto of the 
Nativity, the Chapel of the Manger, where the Saviour was bom, the 
Chapel of St. Joseph, David's Well, &c., &c. After spending several 
boars in this memorable place, we returned to Jerusalem, and devoted the 
rest of the day to visiting the tombs of David, Absalom, St. James, the 
Tombs of the Kings, &c. ; and also that of the Virgin. We rode round 
the city walls, passing through the Valleys of Hinnom, Gihon, and 
Jehoshaphat ; we inspected the Pools of Siloam, Hezekiah, and Bethesda; 
we went to the Jews' Wailing Walls, adjoining where the Temple 
stood ; we saw them kiss the walls, and heard their wails, as they cried 
out in their own tongue, the very touching language of Scripture: 
** God, the heathen are come into Thine inheritance ; Thy Holy Temple 
have they defiled ; they have laid Jerusalem on heaps. . • • We are becomea 
reproach to our neighbours, a scorn and derision to them that are round 
about us. How long. Lord ? Wilt thou be angry for ever ? " ^c. 

On the following day we visited the Mosque of Omar, on the temple 
area, under the spacious dome of which is enclosed the Bock, the sup* 
posed site of Mount Moriah, and the spot on which Abraham was going 
to offer up Isaac. We went to the Beautiful Gate of the Temple, saw the 
original foundations of that once famous structure, entered the mosque of 
Aska, the house of Herod, and of Dives, the place of St. Stephen's mar« 
tjrdom, the Judgment Hall, the large Convent of the Daughters of Jeru- 
salem, being shown over it and its schools, &c., by the Lady Superior. 
We visited the Mount of Olives, Mount Olivet, the Church of the Aacen- 
fiioQ, on the high tower of which we had a grand view of the whole citj 
and the surrounding mountains, which renders it so *' beautiful for situa« 
tion ; '* while in the opposite direction, though far, far beneath us, and 
sixteen miles distant, we saw the Dead Sea and the windings of the 
nver Jordan. Beturning to our hotel, we reviewed with delight suenea 
We had witnessed in the Holy City and its surroundings, scenes never te 
bs fqi gotten. 

L 2 
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The following day being Palm Sandaj, we went to the Ghnrch of the 
Holy Sepiilchre for the early morning serrice at 5.80 a.m., to see the 
procession of the pilgrims, thousands of whom had come to Jemsalem for 
Easter we^k. We witnessed in the chnrch, which was crowded, the 
ceremony of waving the palm by the nnmeroas priests of the Greek, 
Latin, and Coptic Gbnrches. The whole was a Tery ritaalistic affair, 
and Yoid of spiritual inflaence. At 6.30 a.m. I walked alone down the 
Valley of Jehoshaphat, over the brook Kedron, to the Mount of OliTes; 
returned to the Garden of Gethsemane, and there alone spent some time 
in solitade and in deep meditation, contemplating scenes that on that 
spot had been witnessed in connection with the world's redemption. 
Betaming, I entered the city by the same path that my Sayioar had often 
trode. Those were hallowed moments. 

At 10 a.m. we went to worship at the beantifnl little English Church 
on Mount Zion. The attendance was good. The Bishop of Jemsalem, 
the minister of the Church, and a clergyman of our party condacted the 
aeryioe. It was yery soul-refreshing to worship on a spot so full of hal- 
lowed associations. We had a similar seryice at 7.30 p.m. conducted by 
a conyerted Jew and two other clergymen of our party. 

The following day was spent in yisiting the Church of the Holy 
Sepulchre, an immense edifice, and most gorgeous in its decorations. 
Mount Calyary, the alleged spot on which the Cross was fixed, was 
pointed out to us ; the rent Rock, and other places connected with the 
Crucifixion, were shown by the guide ; so that Calyary, according to this, 
is not outside of the walls of the city, as we supposed ; but it is generally 
considered that the place of Crucifixion and the Sepulchre haye, since 
that eyent, been enclosed by the present walls. The great scene to wit- 
ness in the church is the tomb in which it is said our Lord was laid. 
We descended into this grotto, which is most beautifully illuminated, and 
guarded night and day by an official of the church. 

(To be continued.) 



SOLOMON'S SONG. 

BY THE BBV. 0. B. STOWE, D.D. 

Thb specimens giyen in our last may suffice to giye an idea of the general 
tone and spirit of this interesting relic of antiquity. The translations 
are free, but I belieye they are in strict fidelity to the meaning and form 
of the original. The subject is the more important on account of the 
misunderstandings which are so general with reference to this book. 
These misunderstandings haye preyailed to such an extent, that many 
eyen now are disposed to deny the book a place among the canonical 
Scriptures. Objections to its place in the canon, howeyer, are wholly 
arbitrary ; they haye not a shadow of testimony to giye them plausibility. 
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The attempt, I think, has never heen made to displaoe it from the eanon 
on philological grounds; and, I presume, never will be made by any one 
acquainted with the subject. It is true there is no express quotation 
from it in the New Testament, and it is true also that it is not expressly 
quoted by Philo ; but its existence as a part of the canon is recognised 
by Josephus, and all the early Christian writers, and it has always made 
a part of the Septuagint translation, which was completed probably some 
two hnndred years before Christ. On this topic the statements and 
reasonings of Eichhorn in his ^'Einleitnng in Alt. Test.," Th. I. 
109-179, wholly exhaust the subject, and are perfectly unanswerable. 

1. The testimony of Josephus, in his work against Apion, I. 8, com- 
pared with Ajitiq. viii. 2, 5, is entirely explicit with reference to this 
book. 

2. Melito, bishop of Sardis, in the second century of the Christian era, 
went to Palestine on purpose to ascertain the Scriptural books of the 
Jewish canon, and found the Canticles among the number. — Euseb. Eccl. 
Hist. iv. 26. 

3. Origen of Alexandria, the best biblical scholar of his time (bom 
A.D. 185, died 253), after the most patient and accurate investigation, 
came to the same result. — Euseb, Eccl. Hist. vi. 25. 

4. Jerome, in the fifth century, the most learned critic of the Latin 
Church, in his '^Prologus galeatus " to the Vulgate, gives the same 
testimony. 

5. The Jewish Talmud, written between the second and fourth cen- 
turies, witnesses the same. 

6. So, also, Theodore t, the learned bishop of Cyprus, a.d. 450, testifies 
in the same way. Indeed, the testimony is uniform ; it is all on one side. 
Compare Eichhorn as above, and Rosenmiiller, " Scholia in Vet. Test.," 
P. IX., vol. ii. 269-272. 

If a fact can be established by testimony, it is established by testimony 
that the Song of Solomon was a part of the Hebrew canon in the time of 
Christ. Nor is there any internal evidence against it ; but as far as that 
goes, it is all in its favour, for there are other portions of the Old Testa- 
ment, acknowledged to be canonical, which are exceedingly like it both in 
sentiment and imagery. Let the reader carefully consult passages like 
the following : Ps. xlv., Jer. iii., Ezek. xvi. 10, 13, Hos. i. 2, 3, and 
compare Lowth's Lectures on Hebrew Poetry, Lect. xxx, and xxxi. 

But the book is objected to as being indelicate in its expressions. To 
this we reply : 

1. That much of this indelicacy is the fault of the translators, and not 
of the original poem. No one quality of the poem will more forcibly 
strike a reader of the original, who is capable of entering into the spirit 
of the age in which it was written, than the delicacy, the purity, and the 
propriety of its language. Our English translators were theologians, and 
not poets; they had not sufficient confidence in their knowledge of 
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Hebrew, or did not feel their position sufficiently secure, to preserve them 
from a too implicit reliance on preceding translators, who had not only 
been as nnpoetical as themselyes, hut most of them were monks and 
reclases, whose minds too often are but a cage for every unclean and 
hateful bird. Of the fact here stated, every reader will be convinced who 
will compare our English translation with the Hebrew original, or with 
any good modem translation, like that of Herder, De Wette, or Bosen- 
muUer. 

2. Some of the alleged indelicacy arises from mistaking descriptions 
of the dress for descriptions of the naked person. Chap. v. 10-16, is 
often supposed to be a description of the naked person, than which nothing 
can be more absurd or less in accordance with the language itself. Those 
parts of the person which custom exposes to view are indeed described; 
but as to those parts which custom conceals, it is the dress and not the 
skin which is described ; for example : His head is as the most fine gold, 
and his hair is curled and as black as the raven. What is this but the 
turban, gold-coloured, or ornamented with gold, and the raven-black 
ringlets appearing below it ? How else could his head be yellow and 
his hair black ? unless, indeed, he were a bald-headed mulatto, and that 
surely would be a curious subject for amorous eulogy, besides being 
directly contrary to the context; for his complexion is just before described 
as white and ruddy, v. 10. 

Again, v. 14 : His body is as white ivory girded with sapphires. How 
admirably this corresponds with the snow white robe and the girdle set full 
of jewels, as we see it in Sir Robert Ker Porter's portrait of the late 
Shah of Persia ! But what is there, I pray you, on the body that looks 
like a girdle of sapphires ? Do you suppose the loved one was eulogised 
for having the disease called the shingles ? 

3. Some of the supposed indelicacy arises from a change of manners; 
see V. 5 ; vii. 3. There is certainly no indelicacy in describing those parts 
of the person which are always exposed to view, as the face and hands. 
All the monuments and pictures of ancient Egypt show us that the ancient 
Oriental ladies dressed so as fully to expose the bosom, and of conrse 
there could have been no indelicacy in alluding to, or describing it. 

In regard to the use of certain words, every generation changes in its 
views of delicacy and propriety. The English language of the time of 
Elizabeth and of the present age is a sufficient illustration of this. In ^ 
poem nearly three thousand years old we may well expect some deviation 
from our present views of propriety in respect to the use of words, though 
there are not more in the Song of Solomon, properly translated, than 
in Hesiod or Homer, or even Spenser and Shakespeare. The fact, too, 
that men and women live separately in the Oriental world, makes a great 
difference in respect to the use of words. 

Some object to the poem as a part of the Scriptural canon, because, 
as they allege, it is a description of physical love, and, as such, unworthy 
a place among the sacred books. 
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Allowing it to be a description of physical lore, I presume no one 
acquainted with the original will deny that it is wedded love ; a chaste 
and legitimate affection. Why should a passion so strong, so nniyersal^ 
so essential to the happiness, to the very existence of the human race, be 
denied a place in a revelation from God to man 7 As a matter of fact, 
has it not a place in every part in the Bible, from Genesis to Revelation ? 
Qod is the author of the human constitution as well as of the Bible ; and 
He has in all respects adapted His revelation to the nature of the beings 
for whom it was designed. It would be strange, indeed, if one of the 
most important and never-absent phenomena in the moral and physical 
constitution of man should never be noticed in a revelation to him from 
his Creator. If the vicionsness and licentiousness of men have loaded 
this subject with vile associations, this is not the fault of God or of His 
Revelation. The vine will not be destroyed, nor the grapes annihilated, 
because wicked men make themselves beasts with wine. 

But this is an Oriental book, written in an Oriental land, by an 
Oriental author, and intended in the first instance for the use of an 
Oriental people ; and it is to be interpreted by their manners and their 
rules of composition, and not by ours. Now it is the universal custom in 
the Oriental world, and always has been from time immemorial, to repre- 
sent spiritual subjects under this peculiar figure. 

Judging by this rule, we should at once decide that the Song of 
Solomon is an allegory ; and this has been the uniform judgment of the 
most skilful Oriental scholars, both of those who have admitted its inspi- 
ration, as Lowth, and those who have considered it merely a human 
composition, as Rosenmiiller. The discussion of this subject by Bosen- 
mtiller, in his Scholia, already referred to, is one of the most candid, 
thorough-going, and perfectly convincing that I have ever read. A mere 
sense of literary justice, without any regard to the book as an inspired 
writing, compels this learned but rationalising critic to decide in favour of 
the allegorical interpretation as the only possible one. 

In this sense the Jewish writers, from the earliest times, have always 
understood it, and they surely ought to be allowed to know something of 
their own literature. Without this interpretation, it is hardly possible 
that, with their views, they would have received it into the sacred canon. 
Let the reader examine the Chaldee Targum, or paraphrase, already 
referred to, translated by Adam Clarke, and inserted in his Commentary. 
This paraphrase was made some centuries before the time of Christ, and 
probably before the traditionary interpretation from the author himself 
could have been entirely lost. In the same sense it is understood by 
Aben Ezra, Jarchi, and other Jewish writers, as well as by almost every 
one of the earlier Christian writers. Here Jewish tradition, and Chris- 
tian tradition, and, we have reason to believe, the tradition from the 
author himself, are perfectly coincident. 

Finding, therefore, this Oriental poem in an Oriental collection of 
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religions books, and attended with so unbroken a tradition in respect to 
its meaning, all the presumption is wholly in fayour of the allegorical 
interpretation. 

We will examine some of the objections which are asnally urged against 
the allegorical interpretation : — 

1. The difficulty and variety of the allegorical interpretation. This 
objection applies with much greater force to the literal than to the 
allegorical method. Almost all the allegorical interpretations, following 
the analogy of the Bible and Oriental usage, proceed on one and the same 
idea ; namely, the mutual love between God and His chosen people ; while 
the literal expositions, haying neither guide nor limit, neither waymark 
nor boDudary, are almost infinitely diversified, and scarcely any two alike. 
The literal interpretations differ essentially, the allegorical only circnm- 
Btantially. The Jews applied the poem to themselves as being the chosen 
people of God, and the Christians to themselves as being the chosen 
people of God. They, in fact, agree in their interpretation ; they differ 
only as to the question who are the chosen people of God. 

2. The supposed nselessness of the allegory. To the Orientals, who 
are accustomed to writings of this kind, whose taste and habits demand 
them, the allegory is not useless, but in the highest degree both pleasnr- 
able and profitable. Seven-eighths of the human race who have lived on 
the earth have been Orientals ; more than half of those who are living 
now are Orientals ; the Bible is an Oriental book, originally given to 
Orientals and written by them ; and considering all these circumstances, 
are not the Orientals entitled, out of the eight hundred pages of which 
the Bible is composed, to have at least three pages adapted to their 
peculiar taste ? Considering all these circumstances, I should think this 
quite a reasonable allowance to make them out of their own Bible. We 
Occidentals assume a great deal, when we assume that this Bible, which 
belongs to the whole human race, and which was prepared by Oriental 
men, should all be exactly suited to our tastes and our habits of thought. 
The wonder is, that so large a portion of the Bible is adapted to the 
tastes and habits of thought of a people so remote in every respect, in 
time, in place, in mind, in manners, from its original source. Had it 
not been dictated by Him who knew what was in man universally, had it 
not developed itself from the very nucleus of human nature, its adapta- 
tions could never have been so wonderfully diversified as the fact has 
proved them to be. 

But the objection assumes altogether too much on another ground. 
The allegory is not useless even to the Occidentals. There are persons 
and there are states of mind, even among ourselves, to which it is pecu- 
liarly fitted, and to which it affords the richest devotional excitement, and 
a devotional excitement of the purest character. The devotional poetry 
of Dr. Watts is a sufficient illustration of this point. But we have a 
better illustration in our own country, in the metaphysician Jonathan 
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Edwards, who, thongli the driest and most astute of scholastic theologians, 
had a heart and imagination of Oriental richness and fervour. Head the 
Mowing extracts from his accounts of his ownr religious experience :•«- 

'' I remember the thoughts I used then to have of holiness, and said sometimes 
to myself, * I do certainly love holiness snoh as the Gospel prescribe^.* It 
i^peared to me that there was nothing in it but what was ravishiiiKly lovely ; 
the highest beauty and- amiableness— a divine beauty ; far purer than anything 
here on earth ; and that everything was like mire and defilement in comparison 
with it. 

" Holiness, as I then wrote down some of my contemplations on it, appeared to 
me to be of a sweet, pleasant,, charming, serene, calm nature ; which brought an 
inexpressible purity, brightness, peacefulness, and ravishment to the soul. In 
other words, that it made the soul Jike a field or garden of God, with all manner 
of pleasant flowers, all pleasant, delightful, and undisturbed ; enjoying a sweet 
calm, and the gentle, vivifying beams of the sun. The soul of a true Christian, 
as I then wrote my meditations, appeared like such a little white flower as we 
flee in the spring of the year ; low and humble in the ground, opening its bosom 
to receive tiie pleasant beams of the sun's glory ; rejoicing, as it were, in a calm 
rapture, diffusing around a sweet fragrancy ; standing peacefully and lovingly 
in the midst of other flowers round about, all in like manner opening their 
bosoms to driok in the light of the sun. There was no part of creature holiness 
of which I had so great a sense of its loveliness as humility, brokenness of heart, 
and poverty of spirit ; and there was nothing that I so earnestly longed for : 
my heart panted after this : to lie low before God, as in the dust ! that I might 
be nothing, and that God might be all ; that I might become as a little child. 
■ ....*•••. 

"And as I was walking there (in his father's field), and looking up on the sky 
and clouds, there came into my mind a sweet sense of the glorious majesty and 
fraee of God, that I know not how to express. I seemed to see them both in 
Bweet conjunction ; majesty and meekness joined together 1 It was a sweet, and 
gentle, and holy majesty, and also a majestic meekness ; a high, great, and holy 
gentleness. 

*' After this, my sense of divine things gradually increased, and became more 
and more lively, and had more of that inward sweetness. The appearance of 
everything was altered ; there seemed to be, as it were, a calm, beautiful ap- 
pearance of divine glory in almost everything ; in the sun, moon, and stars, in 
the clouds and blue sky ; in the grass, flowers, and trees ; in the water, and all 
iiature ; which used greatly to fix my mind. I often used to sit and view the 
moon for a long time ; and in the day spend much time in viewing the clouds and 
^® sky, to behold the glory of God in these things ; in the meantime singing 
forth with a low voice my contemplations of Creator and Redeemer." 

After reading these extracts, you will not be surprised to find him 
saying in the same connexion : — 

" The whole Book of Canticles used to be pleasant to me, and I used to be much 
in reading it about that time, and found from time to time an inward sweetness 
that would carry me away in my contemplations. This I know not hovr to ex- 
press otherwise than by a calm, delightful abstraction of the soul from all the 
concerns of the world ; and sometimes a kind of vision or fixed ideas and imagi- 
nations of being alone in the mountains or some solitary wilderness, far from all 
mankind, sweetly conversing with Christ, and rapt, and swallowed up in God. 
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The sense I liad of divine things would often of a sadden kindle up an ardour iik 
my soul that I know not how to express. 

• ••••■••«• 

" While thus engaged it always seemed natural for me to sing or ohant fortiii 
my meditations ; or to speak my thoughts in soliloquies with a singing yoioe.** 

The soft, rich, glowing, all-absorbing devotional feeling of Jonathaa 
Edwards, would soon care people of all their scraples in respect to the 
Bono or Songs which is Soloicoh's. 

We will dose with a few hints respecting the interpretation of the 
allegory. 

The literal costume is that of a marriage song. The imagery is 
evidently derived from the marriage of Solomon with the daughter of 
Pharaoh. Compare 1 Kings iii. I; vii. 8; ix. 24; with Song i. 9; 
vi. 12, &c. The general idea is, the mutual love of God and His people; 
the vicissitudes, the trials, the backslidings, the repentings, and, finally, 
the perfect and eternal union of the Church with its Lord and Saviour. 

Surely no one acquainted with Oriental literature will think it strange 
or far-fetched to give to the Canticles an allegorical interpretation; on 
the contrary, the literal interpretation, to the Oriental eye, is one which 
is, beyond example, strange and far-fetched. 



AMERICAN LOCAL PEEAOHERS' ASSOCIATION. 

There is lying before us the Twenty- second Annual Report of the pro- 
ceedings of the National Association of Local Preachers of the Methodist 
Episcopal Ohurch in the United States, held in the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, Troy, New York, October 18, 1879. 

There ought to be sympathy between fellow workers belonging to the 
same band, doing the same work, comrades in the same army and engaged 
in the same conflict, serving the same Master, and fighting under the 
same Commander. We hail our American brethren, and shout acrosa 

the Atlantic — 

** Sabsists as in us all one soul, 
No power can make us twain,. 
And moantains rise and oceans roll 
To sever as in vain." 

During the last year communications have been opened betwixt the 
American Association and ours, and this report contains very interesting 
correspondence which has passed between the two bodies, and at our meeting 
to be held at York this year we are likely to have the pleasure of wel- 
coming Brother Field, of Philadelphia, as the appointed delegate from 
"The American National Association of Local Preachers" to "The 
Local Preachers' Mutual-Aid Association in England." We trust he 
will have a safe passage, and come over in '* the fulness of the blessing of 
the Gospel of Christ." 
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We hope the yisit will be returned, and a delegate be appointed at 
York to meet onr American brethren at their annnal meeting at Baltimoro 
next October. In fact, we have heard that one of oar oldest friends and 
most zealons workers is willing to undertake that pleasarable datj. 

The report is not as definite as we conld have wished. There is no 
statement of the numbers enrolled in the Association, or whether they 
keep an J register of members. There is no account of the numbers 
attending this meeting at Troy, whether 100 or 500 ; we should have 
been glad to know about this. 

The officers are appointed at the annual meeting, and are for 
1879-80 :— 

President.^D. H. Wheeler, D.D., New York East Conference. 

Secretary, — W. H. Kincaid, Pittsburg Conference. 

Assistant S€cr€tary, — ^D. T. Macfarlan, New Tork Conference. 

Corresponding Secretary, — C. C. Leigh, New York East Conference. 

Treasurer, — B. Schofield, Jun., Philadelphia Conference. 

In addition to the above officers there are seven Vice-Presidents. 

The Association assembled on Saturday morning, October 18, 1879,. 
it ten o'clock, and President Wheeler read a part of the fourth chapter of 
Ephesians, after which the hymn was sung, " I need Thee every hour,'* 
and two brethren engaged in prayer. The remainder of the morning 
fitting was occupied in appointing committees and other preliminary 
business, including the following resolution : — 

Resolved : — '< That every member of this National Association be 
requested to write a brief sketch of his religious life and work, and for* 
ward the same to the Secretary of the Association for future reference." 

We have frequently asked some of our brethren who can write to give^ 
OS some reminisceoces of their life and work for this magazine, but have 
not succeeded. One brother replied he did not wish to say anything 
about himself. Very well, don't put your name to it. In fact, in many 
of the first-class magazines the names of the writers do not appear. 
Leading articles in the daily and weekly papers have no names attached 
^ them. It will be remembered that when Mr. Wesley started the 

Arminian Magazine," he requested autobiographical sketches from a. 
number of his preachers, which appeared successively in the volumes of 
^bat work, and formed the most attractive and interesting portion of it, 
80 much so, that these biographies of the old preachers have been pub- 
lished separately in more than one edition, and are still kept on sale at 
*e Methodist Book Room. 

In the afternoon of Saturday, Dr. Wheeler, the President, delivered 
what is termed his annual address, and a capital address it is. Some 
parts of it apply more especially to American Local Preachers, but other 
parts will apply to Local Preachers all the world over, and we proceed to. 
^Te some extracts from that address. 

''There are many who profess doubts respecting the usefulness of 
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Local Preachers. Most of them speak in ignorance of the facts, some from 
a narrow and unpleasant experience, a few from a theory that ezclades 
eyangelistic agents of the Church, here and there one, from a great 
despair of unselfish and unpaid Christian effort. It is time to remind 
our Church that it cannot do without local preachers, to refresh our own 
feeling respecting the utility of our order, to utter a cry of warning 
against exchanging a called, trained, sent lay ministry for uncalled, un- 
trained, and self-appointed evangelists. In the remarks made in my 
address last year, I showed clearly that the ministerial work done hy oar 
12,000 Local Preachers is equal to the lahour of not less than 8,000 
itinerant ministers. I reckon this work as far too much to lose with 
composure, hut a thoughtful Methodist will add to that unwillingness to 
lose the work a conviction that no other agency will do so much or do it 
so well as our liocal Preachers. 

*^ Taking up the question, then, Does the Church need Local Preachers? 
All admit that they were once necessary ; that they were providentially 
raised up under John Wesley ; that they too have done a great work in 
founding Methodism. But good institutions wear out, or cease to fit the 
times. Is the Local Preacher a worn-out institution ? Does he no longer 
fit the times ? I am not content to helong to a class that has a past ; I 
am more concerned to find what will suit the future. I shall examine 
the question before us with more charity, because I have had all the 
doubts to which I refer, nor is it strange that doubt should exist. We 
tabulate in statistics all the work of the Church, but nothing is put down 
directly to the credit of the Local Preacher, and it is easy to forget facts 
which are concealed by the methods we habitually pursue. Hundreds of 
churches grow up every year under the work of our order ; but there is 
DO column in the tables of statistics to show how many have so grown np. 
We have to stop and remember that most of the regular ministers are 
statedly employed in their appointments, and that even the presiding 
elders are tied up to the service of existing churches. Then we shall 
begin to see that a new church is the result of some other than itinerant 
labour ; that it has been developed by laymen or Local Preachers ; that 
this is the rule about our new churches, especially in rural regions. 
Making fair reduction for the churches that are founded by itinerants, 
and taking due account of the work of laymen, there remains here a large 
credit in the growth of new churches to be set down to the Local Preacher. 
We have to go over the Church in this way to discover, at the end of a 
long search for it, a vast amount of labour that is constantly being done 
by our division of the army. It is by no intention that this large work lies 
tsoncealed ; we have never, as a Church, realised the need of knowing sach 
facts. Local Preachers are content to work without such statistical recog- 
nition ; but when they and others begin to say that their order is no longer 
deeded, lovers of our Zion must begin to consider, to count, and to awake 
to the pressing need of more rather than less of the Local Preacher's work. 
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" The Cbnrch of Christ has always needed, and will need nntil the 
dawn of the millenniam, some kind of eyangelistic force oyer and aboye 
its pastors. It is only necessary here to state this obyioas truth. Far- 
thermore, I belieye that no system was eyer deyised to meet this want 
that can at all compare for Scriptaral soandness and practical efficiency 
with ocr local ministry. And, almost as nncoDsciously as Mr. Wesley, 
the Church has deyeloped this ministry, and proyided for its effectiye 
working, upon a plan at once Scriptural and peculiar. The plan is as 
great an honour as Methodism can boast, because it reproduces the New 
Testament method, and so recoyers for the general church one of the 
glories of the apostolic age. Our Methodist eyaogelist is a Local Preacher. 
Other eyangelists are self-appointed ; this of ours is called and sent by the 
Church. 

" The Local Preacher is, theoretically and'practically, the model cyan- 
gelist. I do not mean that he always realises his best yalue, or renders 
this ideally perfect seryice, but that he is, in the plan of the Church, fur^i 
nished for efficiency. We haye taken pains to arm him with the Holy 
Qhost and with a training in the Scriptures and in theology. On the 
side of his brain, we haye been always moying up to larger demands ; on 
the side of his experience, we haye always demanded that he should wear 
the armour of experience, and wield the sword of the Spirit. In short, 
we take pains to make a minister of him. There is no need to mince 
matters at this point. Methodism has not been content to haye such 
eyangelists as are commonly manufactured in these days ; and to get 
what our sense of the need suggested, we haye boldly made our eyangelist 
a preacher. But we haye left this eyangelist in full possession of his 
best power as a layman^-of all the power which any man can haye as a 
layman. And this eyangelist retains his lay power solely through the 
circnmstance that he is still engaged in the ordinary yocations of life, and 
by daily business or toil earns his liyelihood. A local preacher is not 
only a man * working with his own hands,* not only a man of business, 
bnt he is to preach to his neighbours — his ministry is among those who 
know him in the common walks of life. 

'* Such an eyangelist has one great adyantage in dealing with all men, 
bnt especially in dealing with the indifferent who neglect the Gospel. 
Their objections and excuses are yarious, but they all relate more or Jess 
to the professional character of the pastors — to speak it bluntly, they 
refnse to belieye a man who is paid to tell them the truth — but they 
innst listen to a neighbour who tells it for the loye of it. The unpaid 
eyangelist relieyes the whole body of the ministry from the charge of 
mercenary motiyes. It is not necessary here to proye that the charge is 
well founded. It is not well founded. But it is a fact, a facu of human 
natnre, and as such the Church meets it with a man who is not paid and 
does not speak professionally, who would not speak at all if he had not in 
him the loye of Christ's truth and of the souls for whom Christ died. 
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Wherever and whenever the ministry of reconciliation is shorn down to 
salaried pastors, or to men who get their living for serving in the ministrj, 
then and there unbelief will grow, and sinfal men will plead against grace 
offered by rewarded hands. It is absolutely necessary to preserve in the 
paid ministry an element of self-sacrifice ; bat a wise Church goes farther 
und keeps its army of unpaid ministers ; not that it is a crime to be paid 
— just the reverse of all that, it is a duty to pay pastors who give all 
their time to the work. But it is also needful to reach the sinfal man 
behind all his defences — and the indifferent do turn away from a profes- 
sional ministry. 

<< It is sometimes carelessly objected to the work of Local Preachers, 
that ' cheap work must be poor work.' If the rule could be applied to 
the ministry, then the vast bulk of its work must be poor, for it is on* 
questionably * cheap work.' The objection is really a dirty one, and 
stains the regular ministry more than the local. A Local Preacher who, 
while retaining the power to work in secular employments, gives a portion 
of his strength to preaching, is likely to be better off, financially, than 
the men who, nominally on pay, fill the most numerous appointments. 
They are less comfortably placed than the average Local Preacher. Their 
whole work is cheaper than his whole work. Bat it is not a rule, this of 
money return, that can be applied to preaching the Oospel. The man 
whose work is poor or good, according to his salary, is not fit to be a 
minister. This work cannot be well done without a desire to do it, an 
intense desire to do it, because it is the Lord's work ; and that desire 
will be more powerful in the preacher than his money reward. A man 
who depends upon his salary as a pastor may be hampered and rendered 
inefficient by poor pay ; it is because it is ' all his living.' But a Local 
Preacher, who has other means of support, may do ministerial work for 
the love of it, and do it as well as he would if he were liberally paid. 

<< And it is not altogether a prophecy that I am uttering. Everywhere 
Vork is left undone for want of local men of the right stamp — that is, 
men equipped according to the plan of Methodism. A score of yonng 
local preachers — Cottiers, Heffners, Cooks— could do a great work in the 
lower part of New York. We send missionaries to fields less white 
for the harvest than that of New York below Canal Street— the old New 
York in which Webb and Embury preached Jesus. But the young men 
for this noble task are not in the local ministry in New York, and I die* 
oover no sign that the Church there knows how desperately it needs 
them. When the need is seen, the men will be found and thrast ont. 
What is true of that piece of New York is true in greater or less measure 
everywhere or nearly everywhere. Two young men connected with the 
North Second Street in Troy, find more work than they can do. A score 
of such young men would not be too many for Troy. If there were fifty 
sach young men in the bounds of the Troy Conference, there woald be 
fifty more new churches in it five years from now than there will be with- 
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t)tit them. I cannot speak disrespectfally of gray bairs, bnt the worst 
thing abont the local ministry proper is, that it is old and gray-headed. 
It is the worst sign to be found in all the operations and agencies of oar 
Church that we have not recruited this class in the last twenty years as 
ire ought to have done. I ardently hope that our Ghnrcb will make 
haste to repair this mistake and neglect, to call a numerous body of young 
men into the local ranks, and to train them thoroughly for evaDgelistic 
labour. Depend upon it, our Methodist way is the best way. We at 
least cannot as a Church use any other instrument so effectually as we 
can use our Wesley an system of evangelists. Bible- readers, praying 
bands, roving evangelists may be excellent in their places, bnt they do not 
fill the place which the Local Preacher has occupied in Methodism. We 
want a preacher who combines a layman's influence with a minister's gifts 
and graces. Such a preacher we have ; it will be our shame if we fail to 
keep him. 

" These words may seem hot, but I wish they were hotter. I especially 
wish I could bum into the feeling of the Church a conviction that it must 
call and thrust out — that it has no business to wait until young men 
come seeking for license to preach. That is not the way in which our 
fathers planted this great field with Methodism. The Church found you 
who are growing old. None of you went to ask for a call. It found the 
generation before you; it must find and call your successors. It is an in- 
estimable privilege to be in this branch of the ministry ; but I have no 
faith in men who seek a place in it. No, a thousand times, no — the true 
Local Preacher will not take this honour upon himself or beg for it at your 
hands. It is yours to find him and call him. 

" If the Local Preacher is so much needed, it is worth while to consider 
some of the means by which we may get him, and keep him, and get the 
most good out of him. And, very frankly, I believe there has been one 
oyersight in our policy as a Church. We ought to have organised Local 
Preachers long ago. They have always needed one kind of help that the 
Church did not give them. If you inquire for the places where they are 
most useful, you find these places to be where the Local Preachers are 
volnntarily organised into associations. The need of some such method 
needs no demonstration. In an organised body, the old instruct and 
gnide the young, and all cheer each other by social sympathies and agree- 
ments. Esprit du corps is the soldier's resource in the day of battle ; 
every class needs to have its social force, its corps spirit, its class enthu- 
siasm. Local Preachers are not in the annual conferences ; they ought to 
have conferences of their own — and these conferences ought to be trusted to 
do some special work. 

** Another feature of a good system should make it the business of 
soibe one to study and promote the interests of this class — not any per* 
sonal interests, but those interests which make the class useful to the 
Church. Conferences of Local Preachers could effectually perform a part 
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of this work. It could be rendered more complete by some small mea* 
sure of representation in the conncils of the Church for the class — their 
delegates would be especially dedicated to the work of rendering the class 
serviceable to the cause. 

<< I do not believe as strongly in machinery as most of the men I asso- 
ciate with ; but I recognise the need of organisation and method. It 
must not be forgotten, however, that after you have built your mill and 
put in your engines, you must go on and light the fires under the boilers. 
So in the local ministry, all system and organisation will fail if the holy 
fire do not burn in the heart of the preacher. We want, I believe, all 
that I have suggested; but we shall have it in vain, and for nought, if 
we have not also the sacred fire of the Spirit. A Local Preacher should 
be a man * powerfully converted,' to use a phrase unhappily falling into 
neglect ; a man stirred to the depths and lifted to the heights of his being 
by almighty grace and love. The Church cannot safely forget this; but 
the Local Preacher who has forgotten it is more than unsafe — he has be- 
come a burden upon his class. Brethren, let us remember the secret of 
our power as Methodist preachers ; and, seeking all other help as if it 
were essential, let us go to the mercy-seat for infinite grace, relying on 
that and on that alone.*' 

There are other utterances in this valuable report from other brethren, 
which we should like to transfer to our pages, but we must postpone them 
till next month. 



IN SOUTH AFRICA. 

I HOPE we are being led aright by removing from Healdtown. We were 
neither of us anxious to move, and did not ourselves decide the matter. 
It is now quite settled that we take charge of the Lesseyton school, 
removed lately into Qneenstown. Everybody speaks of Queenstown as 
being drier, and the air lighter and cooler. We had a splendid ramble on 
the hill-side last Saturday morning. I found a few plants. The trees 
and bushes have been in beautiful blossom down the Kloof lately. After 
the teeming rains, this autumn has been like a spring, and we have been 
able to get oraiiges for some time past. 

We have just had a visit from the Inspector, and passed the examina- 
tion better than we have done ever before. We have gone a long way 
ahead of most of the English schools, having passed 41 out of 54 in the 
highest standard. This is a grand success ; and we ourselves, with the 
young men, are of course all delighted. We are more particularly glad 
about it because of its being the last inspection of our results at Heald- 
town. We start for Queenstown early in July. 

I cannot tell you the exact number of the inhabitants of Capetown 
just now. It grows but little, compared with some of the towns in the 
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eastern province. Capetown is a very stagnant, sleepy, dead -and- alive 
sort of place, owing partly to its Dntch element ; wherever that is the 
prevailing nationality there is a lack of progress and enterprise. Its 
CQstoms dues are far below those of Port Elizabeth, although the latter is 
quite a new town. It is the East that is stirring with life and enterprise, 
especially the border towns, such as King William's town and Queens- 
town. The population — not of any one town, tut of the country generally 
— is 80 much greater in the East than in the West, and there is so much 
trade with numerous native tribes, which are becoming more civilised 
every day. The country around Capetown is not teeming with natives 
like these parts, and the tribes of the Western district of Cape Colony 
are not so sharp and enterprising as the Fingoes and Kaffirs. 

We are up in Queenstown, as you see, having arrived last Friday week. 
We were three days on the journey. One night we slept nearly on the 
top of the Katberg, 6,000 feet above the level of the sea; we went 
winding up the hills on a cut road. Looking down on the left we saw a 
kloof nearly 2,000 feet deep ; and on the other side we could look up 
1,000 feet to the top. Springs and cataracts abound ; there were thou- 
sands of ferns, and the kloofs were thickly wooded. Taking up our 
abode here has been marked by memorable circumstances. We have 
been here rather more than a week — a week never to be forgotten, but 
which, nevertheless, seems almost like a dream. The little baby has 
passed away to his heavenly home ; he caught cold on the jonrney over 
the Katberg. We watched him day and night, with at first alternations ' 
of hope and fear ; but he died on the seventh day after being taken ill. 
Everything was done for him that could be done ; but our Saviour had 
said, ** Suffer this little one to come unto Me," and we could not keep 
him. He lies in the cemetery outside the town, a tiny grave directly 
under a mimosa tree. We were fully resigned to the loss of him before 
he died, and for two or three days we gave up all hope. He looked so 
sweet in his tiny coffin ; he was just six weeks old. He is better off now 
I know, ** Safe in the arms of Jesus." Whenever I have time to sit 
down and think, I so wonder why this *' first grief " was sent to us. 
If I had sought to '^ let patience have her perfect work " in my heart > 
perhaps our little one might have been spared to our home. If you see 
any pretty piece of poetry about dear baby in hea\en, do send me a copy. 

Yon will be glad to hear that our superintendent, Mr. Lam plough, is a 
most able preacher. He studies his sermons, which are not over long ; 
he is very earnest, and has a most pleasing manner and delivery in the 
pulpit. He is one of the few really beloved by the natives. 

Yesterday afternoon we took a walk by the quarries and railway; they 
seem working very hard there at present, and they work the poor horses 
until they drop from fatigue or death. The navvies make the town noisy 
and unsafe ; and a worse pity still, they fill the canteens in the evenings. 
The engineers, as you may have seen by the papers, have been extremely 
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half-hearted about the completion of oar line. Perhaps they will pnsh 
on a bit now, and have it opened to Qiiecnstown in six months, t.^., from 
East London. As to the immigrants coming out here, if there be as many 
droughts as we have had the few years we have been in the country, I pity 

them. 

Our genuine old Methodist friend, Mr. Hellier, has just left here to nn- 
dertake the agency of those at East London ; and the agent for Cape 
Town is also from this district, the father of one of our scholars. Maria, 
our cook, comes from a long distance. She does not fraternize with these 
natives, so she is always with us, and is a good help to me. Bruce, who 
is now two years and four months old, likes her better than anyone he has 
had to look after him. 

The day after Christmas we drove out to Lesseyton to breakfast, to see 
Mrs. Taylor and Mr. Ohubb. There is a grand garden there, and not- 
withstanding the drought we all enjoyed some nice figs ; the apricots and 
nectarines are almost destroyed by the worms. There were quantities of 
cooking apples and ripe mulberries, which are very refreshing. I am 
sorry that the apricots are not good this year, as they are the most con- 
venient fruit for jam. 

After a three months' drought the weather has just broken up, and we 
have had nice rains since Christmas Day. The Triennial Conference was 
to have been held here ; but Mr. Chubb has asked for it to be held at iiie 
C)ape, as they have a grand new chapel there, and oar new one is only jast 
set afoot. At any rate we shall have Mr. Eilner up here, and I trust he 
will have more mercy about travelling than dear Mr. Perks had for himself; 
he hastened his end rapidly, I should think, by the fatiguing journeys in 
South Africa. Shinby. 



Ctmptrattci* 



THE DUTY OF AN ENLIGHTENED 
GOVERNMENT. 

BT DB. ALFBED J. H. CBBBPX. 

All I can now attempt is to lay down 
a few broad principles, — ^their appli- 
cation must be left to circumstanceH. 
But after all, it is not easy to lay 
down principles which will command 
general approbation. Every total 
abstainer is naturally of opinion that 
the Government ougut to attempt some- 
thing for the sapprdssion of intempe- 
rance, and that it has the power to do 
a great deal, but there is much 
diversity of opinion among tho bebt- 
informed as to what can be done, aud 



whether, indeed, it would be safe to 
attempt anything. 

Speakers and writers often point 
out a line of action, which, in their 
opinion, is promising in the extreme. 
In practice, however, the finest and 
most perfect theories are usually the 
most cumbrous and unworkable, and 
break down completely and disgrace- 
fully. 

Of course the observations oon* 
tained in this short and imperfeet 
aricle must be understood only to 
apply to England as it now is, not to 
K.itfland as she might be, stiU less to 
otuer countries as Uiey are or will be. 

It was the text of Jeremy Bent- 
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ham's political works that a govern- 
ment should endeavour to ensure the 
greatest happiness for the largest 
number. This is a principle, which, 
if the word happiness is understood in 
a broad and Christian spirit, has much 
in it. But the genius of a nation, 
and its prejudices and habits, must be 
duly considered, and do government 
elioald attempt impossibilities. A 
despotic ruler is practically omnipo- 
tent, but in England it has been 
wisely thought that the chance that 
an irresponsible sovereign might rule 
well would be less thati that he should 
do harm. The restraints now im- 
posed upon the monarch lessen the 
chance of misgovernment, but they 
make reform slow and difficult. Tiiere 
are difficulties in the way of inter- 
ference with powerful trades and 
classes on the part of any govern- 
ment, even where it has the power. 
Between the necessity of avoiding 
reckless reforms and the danger of 
establishing a cold, heartless tyranny 
there is need of caution, both in what 
is proposed and in what is done — 
both in the power that is given and 
in that which is taken away. 

In England there is a natural re- 
pugnance to giving unlimited power 
to the ruling classes. Year by year 
the masses make themselves more 
and more active in the affairs of the 
State. The balance of parties, the 
nature of popular representation, the 
difficulty of obtaining confidence, and 
the necessity of conciliating hostile 
interests, tend to cripple the energies 
of the ablest minister. 

Any attempt to force on the people 
too fast leads to ruin, while any 
appearance of disregarding the voice 
of the people ends in the discomfi- 
ture of the imprudent minister. A 
prime minister has great power for 
good and evil, but he must act 
cautiously, and he is compelled to 
listen to the voice of the nation, as it 
makes itself heard in some of those 
ways which form the barometer of the 
political atmosphere. 

A high- principled and popular 
ministry can, and ought to, exert 
itself to repress crime. The evils of 
intemperance, thanks principally to 
the untiring efforts of teetotallers, 
l^ave been forced on the attention of 



the public, and are generally admitted 
to be dreadful ; but then, temperance 
is not, at present, a popular or in- 
fluential movement. Now what can 
ministers, who ' depend on popular 
applause, do to carry unpopular 
measures of reform ? Something?, but 
I fear not much. My reader must 
bear in mind that I am not looking at 
the question merely as one of right or 
wrong ; I am discussing it practically, 
and thinking not of what ought to be 
done, but of what can be done. 

A strong government, even in these 
days, by the exercise of its influence, 
might close many public-houses, and 
greatly diminish the facilities for 
intemperance. That I cannot deny. 
But the grandest of all reforms would 
be that, from the spread of Christian- 
ity and the growth of true temper- 
ance, there should cease to be any 
demand for ale houses, and that thus 
the whole traffic should die out. Of 
this there is now no prospect. Were, 
again, the influential classes earnest, 
and were teetotallers very numerous, 
or were the great body of nominal 
Christians resolved to diminish the 
facilities for this form of sin, it is just 
possible that strong measures might 
at once be adopted. Perhaps, then, 
by one supreme effort the whole 
liquor traffic could be swept away. 
The influential will not stir, the total 
abstainers are a mere handful, and 
the Christian Church, earnest in some 
matters, is on this question cold and 
almost hostile. 

After all, the attempt to do some- 
thing effectual would sorely tax the 
resources of the most popular govern- 
ment. The public-house is not dis- 
liked by the masses of the nation. 
But here interposes another difficulty. 
Were a government determined, in 
the present state of public opinion, to 
do something, it could only be by 
such an exercise of arbitrary authority, 
such a disregard of the wishes of the 
masses, that many earnest and 
thoughtful teetotalers would tremble 
to give it their support, lest power 
exerted in the very teeth, as it were, 
of public opinion, might, a few years 
later, be used for the subversion of 
the nation. I cannot, therefore, see 
how any great and comprehensive 
measure of temperance reform ia 
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possible as loDg as there is not a large 
and powerful clasP determined to 
assist in its accomplisliraent. 

Does this amount to Haying that no- 
thing ou^lit to be done? Certainly 
not, but it means that it would be 
hard to do anything. A popular and 
enlightened ministry might take up 
the question of temperance; and, 
throwing itself on the generosity of 
the country, determine to stand or 
fall by it. But probably no govern- 
ment could ever come into office were 
it supposed by the millions who love 
the aleliouse that it would interfere 
with the liquor traffic. N«>thing is 
easier than to talk of what Mr. Glad- 
stone ought to do in the matter. But 
can any one, conversant with the state 
of political parties, believe that they 
ever would have the smallest pros- 
pect of being in office were it gene- 
rally known that they were in favour 
of what would be branded as extreme 
temperance views. 

Tiiough public opinion now objects 
to any governmental interference in 
social matters, though sumptuary 
laws are impossible, and trade is not 
considered to need regulation — one 
trade is excepted, the liquor traffic. 
Were the power in their hands of do- 
ing something, how many teetotallers 
would know how to use it, or be able 
to agree as to what ought to be done? 
Unless the nation were enlightened 
enougli to support the proposed 
changes, thev would in practice be a 
dead letter. It is one thing to carry 
a measure of reform ; it is quite an- 
other to be able to couut upon public 
support in working it out. 

Is, then, the mHtter hopeless? Is 
the cause of anarchy and social ruin 
to be permitted to grow unchecked ? 
Is nothing to be attempted for the 
good of the fallen, the repression of 
vice, the raising of all classes? 
Something can and must be done, 
but sreat caution is needed. 

The teetotaller must keep himself 
before the public, and look upon him- 
self not BO much as the member of a 
class as a missionary labouring to 
form a class. On the more intelli- 
gent members of the working class he 
must work. The whole Christian 
Church must be forced to rouse itself, 
and I confess that, were it to do so, I 



believe the whole question would at 
once assume a different aspect. In 
other words, an enlightened public 
opinion must be created, and a 
numerous and energetic constituency 
called into being. 

It is wrong for a Christian govern- 
ment to countenance sin, but is it not 
sometimes the case? But what cannot 
be prevented can be regulated and 
kept in check. I cannot see that the 
regulation of the liquor traffic-^ 
against which exception is so often 
taken — can be understood to signify 
that the ministry has the power to 
make it illegal, and to abolish it. 
There is much difference between re- 
gulating and abolishing. It is for 
teetotallers to spread their temper- 
ance views, and to raise up such a 
numerous body of energetic supporters 
in all parts of the three kingdoms 
that the Government would not only 
be urged to do something, but that it 
should couut on abundance of support 
when it did take a step in advance. 
The voice of the majority has pro- 
nounced against teetotalism, and the 
voice of the majority must carry the 
day. 

The English Government cannot, 
I am convinced, force the masses 
against their inclination, but it can 
endeavour to eruide them wisely and 
well. It may ind itself unable to 
uproot a vice, but it should endeavour 
to diminish the evils iSowing from it 
to a minimum. It may not have the 
power to prevent what is detrimental 
to public morals ; it may be com- 
pelled, in fact, to listen with deference 
to the loud voice of millions of bigoted 
and bad men, but it should never 
assist in ruining public morals, or 
come forward as the representative 
and friend of a bad and unchristian 
party. 

Briefly, then, the Government, 
though too weak to carry out those 
great measures of practical temper- 
ance reform which I, iu common 
with nearly all teetotallers, should be 
glad to see attempted, can, first, re- 
fuse of its own accord to do anything 
for the encouragement of the trade; 
can, secondly, decline to yield to 
popular clamour for extension of 
hours and diminished restrictions 
until opposition would be fatal ; and 
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thirdly, can be on the look-out for 
opportanidcs to impose still more 
restrictions on the trade ; it oa^ht to 
coant on and to receive the support 
of teetotallers in all these difficult 
undertakings. The seed will one day 
grow into a great tree. 



passing €htinU, 



The late general election resulted in 
a more signal overthrow of Lord 
Beaconsfield's administration than 
any one anticipated. Many circum- 
stances assisted to bring about this 
result ; but tiie main cause probably 
was the continued extravagant expen- 
diture of the Government. Wlioever 
may be in office, the country will re- 
quire the utmost economy of expendi- 
ture consistent with tlie maintenance 
of our national character. One sub- 
ject of regret is tliat Mr. Waddy lost 
his seat for Sheffield ; but a place 
will probably s«>on be found for one 
whom the Right Honourable W. E. 
Gladstone, in a letter to Mr. Holland, 
calls *' so good a man." Although the 
publican influence opposed our bro- 
^^J", yet, as to the country generally, 
the influence of what is absurdly 
called the trade, will never again be 
feared. They did their utmost and 
were beaten. 

^ Although Methodism has for a 
time lost the influence of Mr. Waddy 
"^ the House of Commons, the tri- 
umphant return of Mr, James Howard, 
for Bedfordshire, is some compensa- 
tion for that loss. Mr. Howard has 
had much to do with the establish- 
Dient of the Farmers* Alliance in all 
parts of the country. With between 
forty and fifty of the friends of that 
Alliance in the House, something 
ought to be done to represent the 
Jiews and interests of the tenant 
fanners. If any measures can be 
devised to relieve the depressed con- 
dition of agriculture, the facts of Mr. 
wadstone being returned for Midlo- 
thian, his son for Worcestershire, and 
°jr William Harcourt appointed 
•Home Secretary, speak favourably for 
•he consideration of such measures, 
^ue of the greatest and most ruinous 



grievances many farmers have to 
complain of is the damage done by 
game on what Ir called ^ame farm^ ; 
and with Sir William Harcourt at 
the Home Office, something; will now, 
no doubt, be done in the matter of the 
Game Laws. 

On April the 21st a Conference on 
Thrift was held at the theatre of the 
Society of Arts, Adelphi. The Rev. 
Simon Sturges, Vicar of Wargrave, 
read a paper in which he stated that 
there were some 800,000 paupers in 
the United Kingdom, who cost the 
country about J&8,000,000 per annum. 
The great cause of that pauperism 
might be found in improvidence, and 
in the immense waste of money on 
intoxicating drinks. It was therefore 
much to be desired that the question 
of thrift should be brought before the 
working classes. Mr. Stephen Bourne 
read a paper advocating the co-opera- 
tion of Government with voluntary 
effort in disseminating the spirit of 
thrift among the people. 

As we write, no intelligence of the 
training ship Atalanta lias been re- 
ceived. This ship was commii^sioned 
to replace the Eurydice, so unhappily 
lost off the Isle of Wight. There 
were upwards of 800 active youths 
and men on board the Atalanta when 
she left Bermuda for Eau[land on the 
3 1st of January. Several ships have 
been sent in search, and have returned 
without any tidings of the missing 
vessel. 

A Times correspondent has been 
writing a long letter, in wliich he 
compares favourably Siberian prison- 
life with prison- life in many other 
parts of the world. He incident>tlly 
mentions that one officer told him of 
80,000 prisoners having passed 
through his hands in four years. It 
is very well to speak of comfort able 
prison-life — but, a prison is a prison, 
Siberian prison-life will at any rate 
press hard upon the Nihilist prisoners, 
80 per cent, of whom are officially 
said to be either noblemen, military 
officers, merchants in good position, 
or honorary citizens. It is also said 
that 80 per cent, of the socialistic pro- 
pagandists are men — mostly young 
men — of superior education. It is 
also reported that nearly all the wo- 
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men condemned for political crimes 
are well educated. 

Sir Arthur Gordon has deemed it 
necessary to issue a series of regula- 
tions prohibiting the supply of intox- 
icating liquors to natives of various 
islands in the Pacific Ocean. If any 
British subject sells, gives, or other- 
wise supplies intoxicating liquors to 
any natives of certain islands named, 
Le will be liable to a penalty not 
exceeding £10, or to be imprisoned 
for a period not exceeding one month. 

A LETTER has been written to the 
Times by the Rev. W. J. Straoey, of 
Buxton Vicarage, near Norwich, set- 
ting forth the neglected and oppressed 
condition of Palestine ; the total taxes 
of which appear to amount to only 
j£180,000 per annum. His proposition 
is that some Joint- Stock Company 
should raise sufficient capital to pur- 
chase the country. It is impossible 
to say what the future of the Holy 
Land will be ; but one thing is cer- 
tain — the Jewish race possess abun- 
dance of wealth to purchase the coun- 
try many times over. 

A REMABEABLE meeting has been 
held at Lambeth Palace, at which the 
Bishop of London presided, the Arch- 
bishop of Canterbury being on the 
Continent. The meeting was in con- 
nection with the Church of England 
Temperance Society. The secretary 
announced that the society had en- 
rolled 219,000 members. The pro- 
ceedings throughout were earnest and 
unanimous. The Bishop of Gloucester 
and Bristol moved the adoption of 
the report; and in the evening a 
sermon was preaclied in Westminster 
Abbey on behalf of the society by the 
Dean of York. 

The work of Methodism in France 
continues to present interesting fea- 
tures. Mr. George Chambers, of 
Dublin, describes in the Methodist 
Recorder a service he attended at St. 
Denis, near Paris. He found a con- 

gregation of about 130 Roman Catho- 
os, chiefly of the working^ classes, to 
whom Mr. Moulpied made known the 
way of peace. Many sad faces be- 
came bright, and at the close of his 
earnest address a woman signified her 
thankfulness for the *' glad tidings of 



great joy " she had just heard by 
vigorously clapping her hands, an ex- 
ample quickly followed by the rest of 
the audience. On the next day Mr. 
Chambers witnessed a remarkable 
service in a handsome hall in Paris. 
The audience numbered about 300, 
and was a most intelligent-looking 
congregation. This hall is employed 
on week-days by public lecturers, who 
are often freethinkers or infidels. On 
the occasion to which Mr. Chambers 
refers. Pastor Cook delivered a mas- 
terly defence of true religion, and en- 
forced its claims. During the lecture 
he was several times applauded* 
This service is held specially for 
" the defence of the gospel," and is 
held in connection with Mr. Gibson's 
evangelistic work. 

In a letter to the Methodist Reoor- 
dery Mr. Gibson himself asks : " Are 
there no Methodist ladies of indepen- 
dent fortune, who, for the love of God 
and of the souls of their fellow crea- 
tures, will be willing to come and live 
in Paris, and offer themselves for this 
work without fee or reward ? " Mr. 
Gibson also says: "The success of 
Mrs. M* All's Mission in Paris has 
depended mainly on * unpaid labour.*' 
I have not been able, except in one or 
two isolated cases, to secure any 
* unpaid labour.' Now, as our church 
is, par excellence, the church of * un- 
paid labour,' I confess to some feeling 
of disappointment. I am at present 
in want of two or three helpers at oar 
stations. I have observed during 
many years that the success of 
Methodism is due mainly to its ' un- 
paid labour.' A circuit will be flou- 
rishing or otherwise according to the 
amount of ' unpaid labour ' it can 
command." 

At a recent meeting of the Koyal 
Geoj^raphical Society, the Bev. C. T. 
Wilson, just returned from Central 
Africa, read a paper on Uganda. 
Lord Northbrook took great interest 
in the proceedings, and introduced 
three chiefs of the highest class but 
one of the nobility of King Mtesa. 
These chiefs have been sent to Eng- 
land for the purpose of obtaining a 
knowledge of the country, and at the 
same time of bearing letters to the 
Queen. Uganda lies on the north and. 
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Bortli-west shores of Viotoria-Nvanza 
lake— an inland sea oontaininj; 1,200 
miles of coast. The country appears 
to be most fertile, and rain falls more 
or less every month of the year. The 
temperatnre never exceeds 90 deg., 
and is never less than 49 deg. at 
niglit in the shade. The population 
of the country is great. The houses 
are like beehives, and without chim- 
ney or window. The people have no 
bedd, but lie on the ground. They 
use no knives and forks, but are a 
comparatively cleanly people. The 
woman is never consulted on the 
subject of marriage. If a man has 
moiioy he can buy a wife — if not, he 
mu3t go without. 

On taking the chair at a Home 
Mission Fund meeting at Cliisle- 
hurst, Mr. R. W. Perks described the 
need for increased Methodist effort on 
behalf of Kent. In Kent there are 
four parishes, with a population of 
over 6,000 each, where there is no 
Wesleyan Methodist Chapel; and 
fourteen parishes, with populations 
varying from 2,000 to 5,000, where 
Wesleyan Methodism has no place of 
worship. There are also twenty- nine 
parishes, with a population of from 
1,000 to 2,000, and about 150 parishes 
with a population of less than 1,000, 
where Wesleyan Methodism is alto- 
gether unrepresented. 

The Rev. Wm. Arthur, who, with 
his companion, the Rev. F. W. Mac- 
(lonald, are gone as representatives to 
the General Conference of the Metho- 
dist Episcopal Church of America, 
arrived safely at New York. So far 
as Mr. Arthnr is ctmcerned, he mijjht 
jnst as well represent the Local 
Preachers as the Wesleyan Con- 
ference. It has not perhaps been 
generally observed that Mr. Arthur 
is Honorary Secretary to the Wes- 
leyan Methodist Missionary Society, 
and although subjected to the care, 
anxiety, and also some labour con- 
nected with the office he holds so ably, 
he foregoes the salary to which lie is 
entitled. We know not the extent to 
which Mr. Arthur may be regarded as 
Wealthy, but there are plenty of 
wealthy men who would not do as he 
does. It deserves to be specially 
mentioned of him, that with all his 



signal gifts, he devotes his energies to 
the work of Methodism without 
pecuniary reward. So noble a dispo- 
sition is worthy of especial notice. 

May meetings have as usual had 
numerous attendants, and Lord 
Shaftesbury has been the favourite 
chairman, his name being down on 
the list for not less than twenty 
meetings. 



yUerarj Itoticcs. 

Punrooty ; or the Gospel winning its 
way among the Women of India. 
By Clara M. S. Lowe. Post 8vo, 
2s. 6d. London : Morgan and Scott. 
This book opeins up to us the self- 
sacrificing labours of two young 
English ladies in the establishment 
and carrying on of a mission at Pun- 
rooty, in India, during the cholera 
and famine which swept over that 
country. That Mission was more 
especially instituted for the benefit of 
Indian women. 

We learn from the book the dread- 
ful evil of caste and custom. There 
are two sects in India, the original 
Hindu and the Mahomedan ; in both 
the women are in a most degraded 
condition. The Hindu woman is the 
slave and the worker, and must not 
sit down with her husband to meals. 
The Mussulman's wife is incarcerated 
in her husband's home, and must not 
appear uncovered away from her own 
habitation. 

When we look at Miss Reade and 
Miss Lowe in their unceasing labours 
in the midst of cholera, fever, and 
famine, we are led to say of many of 
our fine ladies at home — 

" Ah, little think ye gay, licentious, proud, 
Whom power and wealth and influence 

surround, 
Ah, little think ye, while you dance 

along, 
How many feel this very instant death 
And all the sad variety of pain." 

Theirs was not mere laoour, but 
labour under the most difficult cir- 
cumstances, and frequently with the 
most disappointing results. 

However, the mission exists, and 
like the leaven of the Gospel it may 
spread in its civilismg and saving 
influences till the whole lump of our 
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Indian possessions are leavened. 
Christian ladies, buy this book and 
retire into your closets, and after 
having carefully read it, nsk, " What 
have I done for down-trodden human- 
ity compared to what these Jadies 
have done in thePunrooty Mission ? *' 

Methodism in Relation to Popery ; A 
Letrer to the Rev. W. Arthur, 
A.M., Author of *' The Pope, the 
Kinjs, and the People." By Rev. 
Pkteh Prescott. London: Elliot 
Stock. Price Ei^^htpence. 
Mr. Prescott writes as strongly on 
tl»e acts of the MethoUst Conference 
and leading preachers in that Con- 
ference as tl»e Methodist Reformers 
nsed to write and speak thirty years 
a«o. There is no doubt but that he 
has a very sensitive nature. He 
think 8. that it is a very degrading thing 
for a separated minister like Dr. Job- 
Son to be employed in the secular 
office of Book Steward. Such work 
as that should be performed only by 
what he c»»lls laymen. Perhaps" our 
author can tell us what a layman is, 
and where sacred ends and the secu- 
lar begins. Ti.e fact is, the common 
sense of the puhlic is beginning to 
discover that he is a preacher who 
can preach, and he is a minister who 
can minister the word of life, whether 
he is separated to that work, or gets 
his living by an honest secular calling. 
The Pictorial New Testament for the 
Vouny, according to the authorised 
version, with copious explanatory 
notes and references, also historical 
introductions to each book. Three 
Maps and twenty-four Illustra- 
tions. London: Published for 
Benjamin West by Elliot Stock. 
Wonders never cease. Here is the 
New Testament for One Penny. Not 
only is there the text complete, but a 
great deal beside of usnful informa- 
tion. F(.r instince, the historical in- 
troduction to each book is of great 
use, showinjr w.ien the book was 
written according to the best autho- 
rities. Take Mattiiew : " This was 
the hrst vvriften of the four G.)spels, 
and supposed by many eminent critics 
to have been published as early as 
the year of our Lord 38." The notes 
are necessarily brief, but they are to 
the point, and convey a great deal of 



information in a few words. Take 
Acts xxvii. 1, ♦« The use of thepronouu 
we in this and in other places will 
have shown the reader that Luke 
continued with few intermissions to 
accompany St. Paul throughout his 
labours." The maps are of use, but we 
could have dispensed with tlie wood- 
cuts. The type appears as clear as 
could be expected considering the 
thinness of the paper. There are 
256 pages, each page measures 
4 inches by 2. Mr. West has pro- 
duced a book of which he may well 
be proud, and which will, we think, 
be 81 dd by millions. There is a 
threepenny edition bound in cloth, 
which will we predict be the favourite. 

SNAKES. 
No creatures seem more easily de- 
stroyed by man, and few less able to 
defend themselves. They can stand 
up erect, climb as well as any ape, 
swim like a fish, dart forward, and do 
all but fly in seizing their prey. The 
destructiveness of snakes to man is 
illustrated by the fact that 20,000 hu- 
man lives are yearly lost in India by 
their poison; and it may be safely said 
that they are a more deadly enemy to 
our race than any other beasts of the 
field.— i/uarZ^y. 

^jjenamtna of 1^< STotttj^s* 

JUNE. 
June, the sixth month* of the year, 
named from the Latin, Junius. Ovid 
in his FoMti makes Juno assert that 
the name was given in honour of her- 
self. In another part of the Fcuti he 
gives the <lerivation '*a' Junoribu8,"M 
May has been derived from Majores. 

In the Old Latin or Alban Calen- 
dar, June was the fourth month, and 
consisted of twenty- six days. Romu- 
lus is said to have assigned it a 
complement of thirty days. Numa, 
who made it the sixth month, de- 
prived it of one day, which was 
restored by Julius CsBsar, since which 
time it has remained undisturbed. 

The Anj^lo-Saxons had several 
names for the month of June. They 
called it zear-monath, ** dry month," 
Midsummer - monath, ** Midsummer 
month," and oera-litha-monath, " the 
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earlier mild month/' in oontradis- 
tinction to July. 

In this month is the summer sol- 
stice, or the point beyond which the 
sun does not ^o, the tropical point, 
the day in which the day is longest, 
which occurs on the 20th: on the 
22nd the turn has taken place, and 
that day is two minutes shorter than 
the three previous days. 

The sun rises on the 1st at fifty 
minutes after three, and sets at four 
miantes after eight. On the dOth the 
sun rises at forty-eight minutes afrer 
three, and sets at eighteen minutes 
after eight, so that there is only six- 
teen minutes of additional sunlight 
this month. 

There is a new moon on the 7th, 
and full moon on the 22nd. 

Although the meteorologists pre- 
dict hailstorms and showers, yet they 
say it will be a fine month generally. 
Zadkiel had said in his general pre- 
dictions when he issued his almanack 
last year, "The Cabinet will do 
wisely not to dissolve Parliament 
before the vernal ingress, or the elec- 
tions will be almost certain to go 
against them." We certainly have 
little faith in modern predictions, but 
here is a guess, at any rate, which 
has been verifi.ed. 

The first day of June falls on 
Tuesday, and the last day on Wed- 
nesday. 



GOIiDEN NUMBERS. 
In the last month's magazine, in 
treating upon Exacts, we referred to 
golden numbers. They have an in- 
timate connection with each other, as 



they both refer to the moon. Epscts 
refer to the moon's age in Hny single 
lunation; golden numbers to the 
number of the cycle of 19 years; 
which is also sometimes called the 
metonio cycle, from Meton, an Athe- 
nian astronomer, who discovered that 
235 lunations were equivalent to nine- 
teen years ; so that the full moons 
would occur upon the SHme days of 
the year in a period of nineteen years, 
past or future ; though it must be 
manifest that this cannot be exact; 
inT besides the fact of the moon*s 
lunations — commencing near two 
hours later in a period of nineteen 
years — there is also the fact that 
nineteen years sometimes contains 
five leap years ; and in others (»nly 
four. So that we see the propriety of 
using the cycle of 76 years, w hi<!h is 
four complete lunations of nineteen 
years. However, the discovery by 
Meton was so valuable, that we can 
scarcely charge those Athenians with 
placing upon it an exaggerated esti- 
mate, who, on its first being made 
public, at the celnhraticm of the 
Olympic games in 432 B.C., in their 
enthusiastic admiration had all the 
dates of the full moon in a c\cle, in- 
scribed in letters of gold upon the 
public monuments, and on tablets in 
the temples of the gods. It was from 
this circumstance tliat thny acquired 
the name of *' goMen numbers," which 
they retain in the calendars of the 
present day. The golden number for 
the present year is 19, the last of the 
cycle ; so that next year will com- 
mence another lunar cycle with the 
golden number 1. s. o. a. 
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HONORARY MEMBERS. 

Any person subscribing to the funds 
of the Association one guinea and up- 
wards is reckoned an "Honorary 
Member," and is entitled to this 
Magazine, which will be sent post-free 
monthly. We are happy to add the 
following new members since the last 
n^onth : — 

Mr. W. Elwes, Doncaster. 



Mr. Thos. Garlick, Newbury, 
Mr. John Webb, Newbury. 
Mr^ J. E. Woodger, Newbury. 
Mr. W. Ward, Harden ham. 
Mr. Geo. Grundy, Bawtry. 
Mr. Ware, Salisbury. 
Mr. Alex. Chaniberiin. Norwich. 
Mr. Geo. Chamberlm, N rwich. 
Mr. Edward Dixon, N«»rwich, 
Mr. F. Harmer, Norv^ich. 
Mr. Godfrey Huwlett, Norwich, 
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MrB. Samnel Jarrold, Nortrich. 
Mr. E. Skoyles, Norwich. 
Mr. Coancillor G. White, Norwich. 
Mr. Coancillor J. Willes, Norwich. 
Mr. James Young, Norwich. 



LOUTH. 

The anniversary services of this 
branch of the Local Preachers* 
Matual-Aid Association were held on 
Sanday and Monday, April 4th and 
6th. Sermons were preached hy our 
respected president, Bro. J. Milsom, 
and our old and esteemed brother, 
W. Brtwron. in the Wesley an and the 
United Methodist Free Chapels. 

On Monday tea was provided in 
the Lecture room of the United Free 
Methodist Chapel. Through the 
kindness of our president, several 
poor members were treated to tea. 
After tea a meeting was held in the 
chapel, presided over by Mr. Cyrus 
Sharpley, wlio delivered a very ap- 
propriate address. The meeting; was 
well sustained by the president. 
Brother Bowron, and the Rev. F. T. 
Hagen. The services will long be 
remembered, and cannot fail to benefit 
the Association. 

I have pleasure in forwarding 
£21 lOs. to the funds, after paying 
£l 16s. 6d. for printing, stationery, 
stamps, &c. 

I am sorry to say that in losing 
our esteemed minister, the Rev. J. 
Garside, we have lost one of our 
best friends. Our sick list has 
been unusually large this year, and 
having lost by death and other causes 
subscriptions more than £4, we have 
for the first time since I have been 
secretary, which is several years, paid 
about £2 8s. more than our receipts. 
Income this year, £76; disburse- 
ments, ^78 8s. 

W. Mawer, Local Secretary. 

Ebrata. — ^Last month, page 157, colamn 
1, line 8f/or Benson reeul Bowron. 



GENEBAL COMMITTEE. 

The monthly meeting was held at 
Dr.Aldom*s,Leyton,on Monday, 10th 
May. Present : Brothers Dr. Aldom 
(in the chair) ; Honorary and General 



Secretaries ; Amphlett, Benson, 
Clapham, Jameson, Pigg, Wright, 
and Wardley. 

Prayer was offered by Brother 
Benson. 

The minutes were read and con- 
firmed. 

The receipts from branches since 
May last were £8,256 128. 6d. and 
the payments to them were £2,883 
lOd. 7d. The income for the month 
was ^614 10s. Id., and the disbnrae- 
ments were j£370 19s. lid. New 
members, 20 ; deaths, 3 members and 
2 wives. Sick, 91 ; annuitants, 147; 
and there was a fair balance in hand. 
The frillowiog applications for 
relief were considered and settled :— 
Bro. J. A. C, of S., aged 77, a 
local preacher 57 years. Has been a 
carpenter, but not able to work for 
18 months. Has been living on sick 
allowance from his club and from ns. 
His wife and six children are all 
dead, a grandchild does for him, and 
his total receipts for food and raiment 
are 8s. 6d. per week. Also his aick 
pay will soon cease. His house has 
been the preachers' home for many 
years, and is so still, as far as provid- 
ing a cup of tea. 

Resolved, That the brother have 
5s. a week. 

Brother S. H., of B., aged 77, 
a local preacher 44 years, a member 
with us from the beginning of the 
Association. He has been a coal and 
commission agent, but age and in- 
firmity have drag;;ed him down in the 
commercial race, so that his earnings 
have lately only averaged two shil- 
lings a week. His wife and daughter 
earn a little in addition by taking in 
sewing. 

Resolved, That the brother have 5s. 
a week. 

Brother J. H., of S., aged 79, a 
local preacher 40 years. Has been 
on our sick fund for more than a year 
with severe rheumatism. He haa a 
wife, aged 81, and three ciiildren, 
from whom he has no help. He has 
one shilling a week from another 
source, and when pretty well he can 
earn ds. a week by his trade as a 
tailor ; but sometimes earns nothing 
a wet'k 

Resolved, That the brother have 
5s. a week. 
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Brother J. S., of H., aged 62, a 
local preacher 40 years, was a car- 
penter on the Great Eastern line, 
earning 30s. a week. Through sleep- 
ing in damp beds when away from 
home he has suffered much from 
clirooic rheumatism, and now cannot 
earn anything. His wife is aged 68, 
and he has five children, but these 
having families of their own can do 
hut little for him. 

His Superintendent Minister wrote 
certifying to his excellent character 
as a preacher and class leader, and 
said that he was welcomed in all the 
pulpits of the circuit; he had been 
liberal to the cause, perhaps too 
liberal for his means, he thought such 
a man ought not to be overlooked in 
Methodism ; but his own circuit was 
too poor to assist him. 

The case was ordered to stand over 
for information respecting any help 
he may have, or should have, from the 
Great Eastern Railway Company. 

A letter was read from the Presi- 
dent, stating that he had visited 
Cardiff and Bath, the latter place in 
company with the Honorary Secre- 
tarfy and there had been accessions 
of members and honorary members. 

The General Secretary reported 
that Bro. S. D. Waddy would be in 
York for the Sunday services of the 
Annual Meeting. 

Letter read from Mr. Ingle re- 
specting the Trust Deed, whereupon 
it was resolved to have copies of the 
deed printed for the use of the 
brethren at York and afterwards. 

Brother Jameson was requested to 



go as a deputation to Bedwin (Marl- 
borough Circuit) to preach on 30th 
May, and to attend a meeting on tha 
following day. 

The president to do the same at 
Salisbury. 

Several brethren purposing to start 
for York from King's Cross on Satur- 
day, 5th June, at 10.85 a.m., the 
secretnry was requested to see if the 
Great Northern Company would not 
offer the brethren easy terms for the 
journey there and back. 

Brother Wright closed the meeting 
with prayer. 



DEATHS. 

Haroli 6, 1880. Mrs. Barrow, Sowerby 
Bridjre Branch, aged 75 years. After 
more than three years of g^eat suffer- 
ing, she passed away to the better land, 
where ** there shall be no more pain." 
She had been a member of the Metho-. 
dlst Church upwards of 56 years. No. 
claim. 

March 28, 1880. Selina Broadhnrst, 
Ashbourne Branch, aged 53 years.. 
Happy in the Lord. Claim £4. 

April 16, 18^0. William Ford, Glos- 
sop Branch, aged 58 years. He retired 
to rest in his usual health, was seized 
with inflammation, and died the next 
morniog. Christ was all he wished for. 
Claim £8. 

May 2, 18«0. David Freeborough,, 
Sheffield Branch, aged 69 years. *'In 
perfect peace." Claim £8. 

May 5, 1880. James Ibbottson, 
Manchester and Salford Branch, aged, 
76 years. He died in the Lord. Claim 
£8. 



CASH BBCEIYED BY THE GENERAL TREASURER to May 15th, 1880.. 



Bensham Rood, Gateshead 

Penzance ... ... ••• ••• ••• 

Stourbridge .•• ... ... ••• ... ••• 

Oheadle^yAT. J. Corbishley, hm. £1 Is... 

Bronugrove Mr. F. Brook, 2s; Mrs. Button, 2s 6d; Miss 

A. Royrers, 7s 6d ... 
Xtf«t— Mr. B. Riley, hm. £1 ; Mr. J. Hall, hm. £1 Is ... 
Mansfield 

Pateley Bridge— Mr. P. Eskholme, qly. 2s 6d ... 
Coventry— OoUeotion at Carpenter's Lane, £2 8s 8d 



Free Sub- 


Benefit 


Bcxiptioua. 


Members. 


£ s. d. 


£ s. d. 




110 




1 1 




1 10 


1 1 


3 


12 


14 0. 


2 10 


2 17 0. 




2 9 


2 6 


110. 


2 8 8 


1 10 0> 



188 



MUTUAL-AID ASSOCIATION RBPORTEB. 



••• 



Pafrtngttm — Mr B. Crawforth, hm. £1 Is; M. J. Spilman, 
hm. £1 Is; Mr. J. '1 hompson, hm. £1 Is 

Runcorn Capt C. Bowden, 28 6d ; Gapt. Davies, 2r 6d; 
Mr. Frith, 28 6<1 ; Mr. J. Frodsham, 28 6d; Mr. G. Garnett, 
2b 6d; Mr. Griffithe, 2b 6d; Mr. G. Hazlehnrst, hm. £1; 
Mr. J. Morris. 28 6d; Mr. T Norman, 5s; Mr. McQuiun, 
2b 6d; Mr.Ravenscroft, 28 6d; Mr. T. SimiBter, 28 6d; tVlr. 
J. Temperley, 28 6d ; Mrs. Turner, 2s 6d; Mr. J. Wil- 
liams, 2r 6d; Mr. J. D. Jones, 2s 6d ; Mr. Kirkham. 28 Hd; 
Mr. J. W Kirkham, 2s 6d; Mr. W. Shaw, 2s 6d ; Mr. G. 
S. Hazlehnrst, £1 ... 

•Sorrerby Bridge 

Winhech — Mr. W. Lane, hm. £1; Mr. J. Pollard, hm. qly. 

•Oxford— M^r. Lindsey, hm. £1 Is; Mr. J. Y. Early, hm. 

9b 1 18 •■< ••• •«• ••• .•• ■•. 

Svnti'ngdon ••• ••• ••• ••• ••• ... 

Tavistock •■■ ••• ■•. •■• 

iSherb(frne-'M.T. CEnBOTyBs ... 
Denhy 7>a^— Gollection at Denby £1 lOs 9d 
Wimborfie ... 

\Jra*S^f^*^ •>- ■•• ••• a«9 ••• 

So^ith Shields— Tnhlio Gollection, £4 3s; Mr. Richardson, 
ho. 10s; Mr. Snaith, qly. 5s..« 

JjttiTfv •.• ... ... ... ... 

Heading — Mr. J. Blackall, hm. £2 2s ; Mr. J. Davies, 12s; 

Mr. J. Fear, hm. £1 Is; Mr. J. Minty, Is (making 218} ; 

Mr. M. Nash, hm. £l is ; Mr. J. Staples, hm. £1 Is 
Oroiishills ... ... 

Howden—M.!. W. Bland, he. 10s ; Mr. B. Dawson, he. lOs; 

Mr. T. G. Jaques. hm. £1 Is; Mr. J. Lockwood, 3s; Mr. 

R J. Reynolds, hm. £1 Is ... 
Ijeicester 1st .. ... ... .•• ... ... 

^ndover ... ... ••• .•• ... *•• 

On^JflOn ••• .. ... ... ... •.. 

lAshhovrne ... ..• ... ••• ... ••• 

Keighley Bro. A. Almond, hm. £1 Is; Mr. G. Glongh^hm. 

£L Is; Mr. W. Gloncjh, hm. £1 Is ; Mr. G. Dinsdale, hm. 

£l Is ; Mr. J. Land, hm. £1 Is; Dr. Milligan, hm. £1 Is; 

Mr. J. Rhodes, ho lOs; Mr. W. Roper, hm. £ I Is; Mr. 

W. Snocvden, hm. £l Is ; Mrs. Stephenson, hm. £1 Is; 

Mr. J. Sugden, hm. £l Is ; Mrs. Summer^cales, hm 

£] Is ; Bro. G. H. Wilkinson, hm. £1 Is. (Less £xpen.«e8 

£l88 6d)... ... ... ... ... Net 

'jjr%jj\e'4M0 ... ... ... ••• «•« ••. 

Scarborough .. ... ... ••• 

'jA.v'ig'Ofv ... ... ... .«• ... ... 

Theiprd — Mr. Gock, Is; Mrs. G, Fison,hc. 10s; Mr. Hunter, 

Is; Mr. Wardley, Is 
Sradtvell .. ... ,„ ... ... 

Shrtwnbury — Mr. J. Metcalf, ho. 10s ... 

J?(?7»A/Aawt— Mr. J. L. Bennett, hm. qly. 5s Sd; Mr. W. Ben- 
nett, sen., hm. £1 Is ; Mr. W. Bennett, jnn., hm. qly. 
5s dd ; Mr. J. Flatman, hm. qly. 5s 3d ; Mr. J. Scott, 
hm. £1 Is ... 

Penrith— Mt. T. Westmorland, hm. £1 ; Mr. W. Palmer, 
hm £1 Is .■ 

Chatteris 1st— 'Mr. W. Chenery. hm. £1 Is 

Balifax—Mr. H. Hollinrake, he. 10s ... 

^Chester — ^Mrs. Bartholomew, hm. £1 Is; Mr. Bel8ey,hm. 
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MUTUAL-AID ABSOOUTZON BBFOBTBB. 



£1 Is; Mr. J. Grookford, hm. £1 Is; Mr. J. S. Edwards, 
he. 10s; Mr. W. Moore, hm. £1 Is; Mrs. W. Moore, hm. 
jBl Is (£6 15b). GoUeotions at Bartholomew's Free 
Church, £1 48; Frinsbury. £1 lOs; Gillingham, 10s 8d; 
New Brompton, 18s ; Ordnance Place, 5s 4d ; Lower 
Balnham, 5s 4d ; Upper Bainham, 5s 8d ; Star Hill, 
£l Ss; Public Meeting, £1. Less Expenses 88 6d. Net 

X>0 loS OCI •*• ••> *•• ... 

Tkame-KT, W. Ward, hm. £1 Is ; Mr. J. Wilson, he. 10s; 

Collection at Brill, net £4 28 4d 
SvadtnTd ... ..• ... .•• 

Ponteftaet — Messrs. Groysdaln and SoDS,hm. £1 Is; Mr. J. 

Hinchcliff hm. £1 Is; Mr. T. N. Marr, hm. £10; Mr. J. 

Nelstrop hm. £2 28 ; Mr. L. Reynolds, hm. (2 years) 

£2 2s; Mr. J. Shillito, 58 ; Mr. G. Stones, hm. £1 Is .. 
Great Queen Street— Ux, G. P. E. Green, he. lOs 6d; Mr. B. 

B. Wake, hm. £1 Is 

Exeter Hdll — A Friend, 5s; Mr. W. Eilner, hm. £1 Is; 

Bey. O Sharpley, hm. i'l Is ; Mr. J. J. Yickers, hm. £5; 

Mr. S. D. Waddy, hm. Q 0., £2 28; Rer. H. W. WilUams, 

^'.j-'i, ns ■• ••. ••■ *•• ... ... 

Melton Mowbray ... .•• ••• ... 

Retford— Mt. G. Ghapman, hm. £1 Is ; Mr. G. Grundy, hm. 

(Bawtry) £i Is; Mr. Aid. Jenkinson, hm. £1 Is; Bro. J, 

Merryweather, 128; Mi. B. S. Welch, hm. €l Is 
Walsall -M.T, J. Brewer, hm. £1 ; Mr. T. Lawley, hm. £1 ; 

Mr. J. Rnshbrook. hm. £ I 
Nottingham —f&T . Birns. hm £1 Is; Mr. W. B. Garfcer,hm. 

£l Is; Mr. S. W. Chettle, hm. £1 Is; Mr. H.Clarke, hm. 

£1 Is; Misses Hopkins, hm. £l Is; Mr. S. Morley. hm. 

M.P., £1 Ih; Mr T. S Norris, hm. £1 Is; Mr. B. Pat- 

chett, hm. £l Is; Mr. A. Wells, don. £1 ; Tea Meeting, 

Crewe— y[r. J. Bayley, Is; Rer. W. G. Jolly, lOs ; Collec- 
tion at Shayington, lOs 4d; Do. Worleston, 5s 2d; Do. 
Wistaston Ri)ad, IOh (less da) 

Leedt Mr. T. Fentiman, 58 ; Mr W. Hudson, £ 1 

Birmingham 2nd -IAt, W. D. Brunner, 12s ; Mr. T. W. 
Camm, 128; Mr. D. Southall, 12s 

Tfifticy— Mr, T. Barraclough, qly. Ss; Mr. E. Constantino, 
qly, 38; Mr. W. North, qly, 3s; Mr. W. Sharp, qly. 3s ... 

Birmingham 1st — Mr. B. B-nson, 2nd don. £50 .. 

Bedfitrd—yirs. Bonser, hm. £l Is; Mr. Gray, he. lOs; Mr. 
F. Howard, hm £2 2s ; MissLilley, ho. 10s 6d; Mr. and 
Mrs. Bushbrooke, hm. £1 Is^ Mrs. Sim, he. lOs 6d ; Mr. 
Smart, 5s; Mr. Wardle, hm. £1 

Olouctider — Mr. H. Allen, hm. £1 Is; Mr. G. Brown, 
(2 qrs.) lOs 6d ; A Friend (per Bro. Col well), 3s; Mr. J. 
Pitchford, hm. £1 Is; Mr. 3. Friday, hm. £l Is; Mr. R. 

C. Stephens. hm. £1 Is; Mrs. R. C. Stephens, hm £l Is; 
Mr. W. Stephens, hm. £i Is; Mr. W. T. Chapman, hm. 

Baysmater — Mr. G. C Amphlett,hm. £1 Is; Mr. Cross, hm. 

£1 Is; Mr. G. C. Knight, hm. £1 Is... 
St. Leonard' s-on-Sea^M.!. A. W. Sargent, hm. £2 2s 

Nffoeastle'Under-Lyne 

St, ffelens—Mi. J. Benyon, he. lOs; Mr. T. Cook, 58 ; Mr. 

T. Finch, '2a; Bro. Foster, he. lOs; A Friend, 10s; Ditto. 

68; Mr.T. Grundy, 5p; Mr. R. Houghton, 28 6d ; Mr. T. 

Lea, he. los; Mr. J. Molyueux, he. lOs; Mr. H. L. Riley, 

1^. £1 Is ; A Friend, 5s 
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1CDTUAI.-ATD AS90CIATIOS BXPOBTKB. 



iZf/y^y— OoUectioDS in Ripley Cireaii, IT.M F.a £10 ^ 
Staffttd'—B/eT. J A. Bert, 5e; Mn. BlaaAhjtfd, Is; Mr. 
Biidgett, 28 6d; Mr. ETcrett,' s ; FriendB sfc Acfean Gate, 
78 6d; Mr. 6. Griffith, 5«; Mr. J. GocMlall, 5b. Mr. J. 
Halden, 28 6d ; Mr. T. Jenkiiis, 6e ; Mr. J. Joaes, 2!b 6d; 
Mr W. Jones. Ss; Mr. Kinsej, 2S: Mr. W. Mstiiliews, 6s ; 
Mr G. Myoock, :?8 6d; Mr. J.a MyocM^ 2b 6d; Mr.Rndge, 
128; Miss Tsjlor, Is ; 3fr. Tildeslcj, Is ; Mr. G Weaver, 

^Si ♦ Cl ••• ••• ""• ••• ••• ••• 

'SiUCml^ ••• -^ *** -•• — •» 

TawfrJiter \tt -Collections ai Alderton, 5s Rd; Ashton, 4s; 

Blakfley, ^s; (>ddeo>ite. (k; Gmfbon, 3s; Green's Korton, 

lis; Hartwell, 10s; Msidford 8s Id; Panlersimry, 4b 4d; 

Shnilanger. 3s 'd; SUfitirtii, l(is: l^ke Bmeme, 78 2d ; 

Towoesler £1 Is; Wappenham, 7s ; Wliittlebiiry, I3s 7d 

Less Is9d 
.Sifi^iiiimMi— AL8d7Friend,286d; A Tme Friend. £1; Mr. 

W. Somerrille, hm. £1 ; Mr. W. Stones, hm. £1 ; Mr. B. 

Wiliianifl, hm. £1. CollecAions as under- n.M.F.C. 

Bethel £1 Hs 7d ; Bitton, 5s; Bridge Tste, 4s; Clay Hill, 

4s; Cock Road. 7s; Fishponds, 16s; Frenchay, ^ lid; 

Hanham. 5s; Hanham Green, 5s Id ; Longwell Gieen, 

ds 6d ; Bedfield, £2 lis ftd ; Soondwell, 9s ; Staple Hill, 

£1 188 l«d; Tower,£l 4s2d; Whites Hill, lis; Zion, 

£2 los; Grewes Hole, lOs ... 
Torh—yiT. J. Bass, hm. £ ' Is; Mr. H. Greaser, hm. £1 Is : 

Mr. J. Dyson, 2s 6d; Mr. E. Hill, £1 Is; Mr. J H. 

Hodgson, he 10s 6d ; Mr. J. Hlingworth, hm. £1 ; Mr. 

W. Leak, hm. £1 Is ; Mr. W. W. Monell, £1 is ; Mr. H. 

B Thorp, hm. £1 Is ; Mr. T. W. Watson, 5s ; Mr. J. EL 

Wood, hm. £l Is ••• 
CheUea^-yiT. Grask. 5s Mr. Seymoie, 4s 6d; Mr. B. Witten, 

2s 6d (per Bro. Aldridge) ... ... ... 

Unraln—Ux. Nehion, 2s 6d ; Mr. T. Nicholson, hm. £1 Is 

■jL&lVt'' ••• ••- ••• ••• ••• ••• 

Spalding ^Vtn, Gooper, he. lOs 

,tLUb*f^ •*■ **' *** ••• *** 

^Cardiff Mr. E. BeaTsn, hm. qly. 5s dd; Mr. F. J. Beavan, 
hm. qly. 5s 3d; Mrs. Tregni^.hm. £1 Is (in memory of 
her late hnsband); Mr. G. H. Wills, hm. £1 Is 
%}roiitf'tTd ... ••• ••• ••• ••• ••• 

TVo^hinffton —• ••• ■•• «■• •■• ••• 

SufKf^Tford .• ••• M* ••• ... «•• 

'nl'MjOTa .«• ••• ••• ••• ••• ••• 

'x/vnu-io »• ... ••• ... ... ... 

WeUifighortmgh ..Mr. S. Parsons, 6s ; Mr. T. Parsons, 58 .. 
'Qran*h'im — Mrs. Anderson, hm. £1 (in memoiy of her late 
huHband) ; Mr. W. GhriHtian, he. 10s 6d ; Mr. a W. 
Dixon, 5s; Mr. H. Eacritt, hm. £1 Is ; Mr R. Hempsted, 
hm. £l 1h ; Gooncillor W. Sooffield, hm. £1 Is ; Mr. W. 
Smith. 5s ; Mr. R. Waddington, ho. iOs 6d; GoUection 
at Woolthorpe, IOs 6d (per Bro. Sooffield) 
Ripley - GoUection at Kimberley, n.M.F.G. 12b ... 

X^'C6Jft49f' 2^^ ••• ••• ■•• ••■ ..r 

/&»/i«//«ry' Donation, 38 (per Bzo. Herring); Mr. H. Gre- 

gory, hm £1 Is; Mrs Young, 5s (per Bro. Jarratt) ; 

MrH ^\ elch. hm. ir2, 2 years 
Jfomfieh^M.r, J. B. Allen, hm. £1 Is ; Mr. E. Bngden, hm. 

£l U; Mr. Harry Bollard, hm. (Mayor) £1 1b; Mr. G. 

W. Dawe8,hm. £1 Is; Mr. R. Dawen, hm. £1 Is ; Mr. W. 

Ford. hm. £1 Is; Mr. T. Hardy, hm. £1 1b; Mr. B. 

Holmes, hm. £1 Is; Mr. G. A. Jeckells, hm. £1 Is ; Mr. 
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MUTUAL-AID ASSOOIAnON RBPORTXR. 



P. Eefct, hm. £1 Is ; Mr. J. Nioholls, hm. £1 Is ; Mr. J. 
Bead, hm. £1 Is: Mrs Bumble, hm.£l Is ; Mr. W. Sta- 
«e.y, hm. £I Is; Mr. T. Yasser, bm. €1 Is; Mr. J. 
Toangs, hm. £1 Is ; Mr. E. Bennett, ho. lOs; Mrs. Bal- 
den, be. lOs ; Mr. G. Bnck, hm. £2 28 (2 years) ; Mr. A. 
J. N. Chamberlin, hm. £1 Is; Mr. A. Ghamberlin, hm. 
£1 Is ; Mr. G. Gbamberlin, hm. £1 Is; Mr. E. Dixon, 
bm. £l Is ; Mrs Dowson, bo. 10s 6d; Mr. J. Eyerett, bo. 
lOs 6d ; Mr. B. E. Fletcher, don. £ 1 ; A Friend, do. £1 1 s; 
Mr. Harbord, os ; Mr. F. Harmer, hm. £1 Is; Mr. J. 
Howes, ho. 10s ; Mr. Hewlett, ho. lOs ; Mr. G. Howlett, 
hm. £l ; Mrs. S. Jarrold, hm. (in memoriam) £1; Mrs. 
T. Jarrold, bm. do. £i ; Mrs. W. Jarrold, hm. do. £1 Is; 
Mr. J. Park, bo. lOs 6d ; Mr. J. Pearson, ho. lOs 6d; Mrs. 
Metcalf, 6s ; Mr. Reynolds, hm, i;l Is ; Mr. J. B. Bnwt, 
hm. £1 Is; Mrs Soott, ho. 10s f>d; Mr. Skoyles, hm. £2 
(2 years) ; Mr. Simpson, 6s; Mr. H. Snowden, hm. £1; 
Mr. G. A. Stevens, ho. li's ; Mrs. Wade, ho. 10s 6d ; Mr. 
Gonncillor G. White, hm £1; Mr. J. Willis, hm. £1 ; Mr. 
A. Winter, ho. 10s ; Offertory at Galvert Street Ghapel, 
£4 5s 2d ; Ditto at New Oity Ghapel, £2 7b ... 

DUTnii-ffi ... ... ••• ... ••• 

<?20«M^— Mr. J. Glayton, qly. 88 

FolkfitOM ... ••> .•• ••• ••• •«. 

^liCOH ..a .•• ... ... ••• ... 

lj6dbUTy ,,a ••• ••. ••. ... ... 

■HcUtO/l ••• ••• ..• ... ... •*• 

JaOnfnOwn ••• ... ••• ... •.. ... 

Louth- Mr. Ashley, 6s; Mr. Askey, 6s ; Mr. Brady, 2s 6d; 
Mr. Carrett, 58 ; Mr. W. B. Dawson, 2s 6d ; Mr. J. Hay, 
hm. £1 Is ; Mr. W. Hay, bo. 10s ; Mr. Kirkby, 5s; Mr. 
Morton, 12s ; Mrs. Oldham. 6s; Mr. Shepherd, os ; Mr. 
H. D. Simpson, qly. 8b; Mr. G. Smith, ho. 10s; Mrs. 
Sooby, ho. lOs ; Mr. Wrysdale, 2b ; Prooeedsof Anniyer- 
sary, it,£i lus ..» .•• «.. ... .•• 

Nemccutlf'onl^ne 2»i~0n aooonnt of Amalgamation, 

•bl*'0 ^8 nCL ... ... ••• ••• ••• 

Bfixtol-^B,. M. S., 8s; For the Poor Old Hundred (per Bro. 

Maynard), B»'Y. T. Hacking, 10s 6d; Mr. Latham, 58 ... 
Newport ( Mon, — Mr. H. G. Pamall, hm. £1 Is 
Newhuty—lS.t. H. Dolton, hm. £1 ts; Mr. T. Fidler, ho. 

Kb 6d; Mr. T. Garlick, hm. £1 Is; Mr. R. A. Taylor, qly. 

3s; M. J. Webb, hm. £1; Mr. J. E. Woodger, hm. £1 la 

fVtXn .•• •.. ... ... .«• ... 

ifewcaitle-an-Tyne \gt ... ... ... ..• 

Btcv/r^port—Mi. B. Griffiths, ho. 10b ... ... ••• 

Oarttang ... ... ••• ••• •.. 

Aylesbury • Bro. Gook*s legacy, extra, 108 ; Sister Gates, 
no- lus •• ••• *■• ... ... ... 

Huddergfield \gt - Mr. T. Fitton, 6s; Mr. B. Hey, ho. 10s ; 
Mr. W. Lidster,hm. £ I Is; Mr. W. Mallinson, hm. £1 Is; 
Mr. W. Nettleton, 5s. The following by Bro. Pogson: 
Mr. Thos. Avison, 68 ; Mr. W. T. Bygott, 28 6d; Mr. 
McEittrick, vs Bd ; Mr. Monroe, 2s 6d. Penny Preach- 
ing: Marsdon, lis 'Jd; Grossland Hill, 5b; Lodkwood, 
58 Id ; Lon(/wood, 7s 3d ; Slaithwaite, 68 6d ... 

Smagham Mr. Liusey, 5s ; Mr. T. Studd, lOs 6d; Mrs. T. 
Stadd. 10b 6d; Penny Preachmg by Bro. Stndd, 38 6d; 
Mr. Vynne, 5b ; Mrs. W aimer, 5s ; Mr. J. WarreD, lOs. 
The following by Miss Staoey: Mr Alexandre, 5s ; Mr. 
Minns, /s ; Small sums, 17b ; Mr. G. Hewitt, hm. £1 la 

£oUon ( FarMcarth) .•• •.• ••• ... ••• 
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MUTUAIi-AID ASSOOIATIOH BSPOBTEB. 



Manchetter—^Sr. E. Barber, 58 ; Mr. J. Bams, 58 ; Mr. J. 

G. Brentnall. hm.£l U; Mr.T.Brigrbt,58; Mr. F.Bnrd. 

58 ; Bro. T. Clegg. hm. £1 Is ; Mr. J. Dawes. 10s; Mr. 

6. Grundy, hm. £1 • Is ; Mr. B. Haworth, hm. jCI Is ; 

Bro. W. H. Hf-witt, hm. £1 Is; Late Bro. Irvin^r. I2s ; 

Bro. J. Y. Jewison, hm. £1 Is; Bro. J. A. Leak, hm. £1 ; 

Mr. Ellift Lever, hm. £1 Is ; Bro. H. Marrison, he. 10s : 

Mr. D. Mayor, '5s ; Mr T. Morley, ho. 10s; Mr- J. Moss, 

2p 6d; Mr. J. Parker, he. lOs ; Mr. R. Bains, ho. los ; Mr 

W. BaiDR, hm. £1 Is ; Dr. H. Renshaw, hm. £1 Is; Mr. 

S. Staton, as ; Bro. B. Twemlow, hm. £1 Is ; Mr. J. 

Wolstencroft, 58 
Porttypotfl—'M.r. F. Smith, he. lOs 6d .>> 
Jdoidxtone ••• •.• ••> ... ••• 

Spitallieldf - Mr. D. Anoan, hm. £l Is ; Bro. T. BnfFham, 

5s; Mr. R. Facey, 2s 6d; Mr C. Gapp, 28 6d ; Collection 

at Bruce Roai, TJJME.F.G., ££ ; Mr. T. Gibhoos, 2s ^d 
Binde Street- Mr. Coggan, he. lOs ; Mr J. Lang(>ford,hm. 

£1 Is ; Mr. R. H. Porter, hm. £i Is ; Mr. G. Sims, hm 

£:i l8 ; Mrs. G. Sims (Box), £4 
Saufhmark and Lambeth— Mrs. Harnett, hm. £ 1 1 e ; Bro. P. 

Parker hm. £1 Is; Mrs. Rabbits, hm. £1 Is ; Mrs. Smith, 

2s 6d: Mr. S A. Smith, 5s; M *. B. H. Thompson, 5s; Mr. 

G. D. Tustin, hm. £1 Is ; Messrs. Clowes and Son, hm. 

3&X IB '... ••* '** *•• ... ••• 

Derfyy—JHT. and Mrs. Bannister, os ; Mrs. Beef^ley, hm. 

£l Is ; Ditto box, 138 9d. In memory of late Mr. 

Beswick, 1 s ; Mrs. Bray. 58; Mrs. Burns, he. lOs : Mr. 

Cade. hm. £1 Is; Mr. Dooley, Lm. £1 is; A Friend, 

los ; Mr. Grnndy, he. lOs 6d ; Mr. Hazelhnrst, hm 

£1 Is ; Mr. Humphreys, he. lOs Cd ; In memory of Mr. 

Johnson, * 1 Is ; Mr. PickerBgill, hm. XI Is ; Mrs. Potter, 

he. lOs; Mr. Purcell's box, ;^r 7d : Mr. Ratcliffe, hm. 

£1 Is; Collections at Rose Hill Chapel (net) £1 58; 

Mrs Sperrey, 5s ; Mrs. Stanesby, he. lUs 
Bath-Mr. T. G. Osbom, hm. £f Is. 
Sheffield M. H. J. Allcard, he. lOs; Mr. J. Clarke, 58; 

Mr. K. Fames, 58 ; Mr. J G. Elliott, £1 (per Mr. Wilkin- 
son) ; Mr. .1. Ford, 2s 6d ; Mrs. Greenwood, 5s ; Mr. H. 

Hicklin^. hm. (Clown) Jt\ Is; Mr. Aid. Mappin, hm. M.P. 

£2 2h ; Mr. .1 Dyson, hm. J.P., Xl Is ; Mr. S. Meptiiit, 

hm. £1 1 ; Mr. W. K. Peace, he. J.P., IDs 6d ; Mr. J. 

Ridal, hm £l Is . Mr. Speed, hm. £1 Is ; Mr, T. Stocks, 

Is; Mr. T. Turtle, hm. £1 Is ; Mr. ^Yoodcock, 2s 6d ; 

Mr. T. Wo'liim, hm. £1 Is ; Bro. T. Woodhead, 3 qrs. ! s. 

The follrwiugby Mr. E. Walker : Mr. E. Bainbridge,pim. 

£1 la ; Mi . E Birks, 6s ; M.J. Eaton, ho. 12r ; Mr. G. H. 

Hovey, lim. £l Is; Mr. T. Peel, hm. £1 Is; Mr. J. 

RioharHsuM, bra. £1 Is ; Mr. H. Rossell, hm. £1 Is ; Mr. 

J Webster (in loving memory of Mary Webster), £l Is ; 

Mr. Josh. Wilson, ho. lOs ; Mr. P. Wragg, hm. £1 la ; 

in loving memory of Mr. W. Yates, hm. £1 Is 
Stock ton^itn' Tees ... ... ... ... ... 

Brtdpitrt ... ••• •• ... ... 

Longtnn. — Mr. W. Sargent, hm. £1 Is . 

Wakefield Mrs. Neild, hm. £1 Is. Ditto, in memory of 

her late husband, £1 Is 
Oroydnn M r. J . Wade, hm. fills; Mr. W, H. Russell, hm. 

«K A A K^ ■•• ••• ••• ••• •• • ••• 

Beprftrrd «^' M'oolwich — A Friend, hm. £1 Is; Mr. F. C. 
Wright, he. lOs 6d ; Mr. H. Wright, hm. £l Is. ..• 
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ON PILGRIMAGE TO YORK. 



» 

I HAVB read in these pages with great interest the trayek of some of onr 
brethren who have heen on long pilgrimages to the United States, to the 
Continent of Earope, and lately to Egypt, Syria, and the Holy Land. 

My means will not permit snch long journeys, and of late my health 
has been too precarious to allow of my venturing far from home ; hut 
longing greatly to meet once more my brethren the Local Preachers at 
their Annual Meeting, I left my western home en route for the City of 
York on June 5th, at 9 a.m., and so away to Ring's Gross, London, for 
the 10.35 train. Here friend after friend appeared, all looking some- 
what older, but cheerful, chatty and pleasant. A courteous guard found 
two compartments for the baker's dozen of us in a comfortable third 
class carriage, and away we went. The Secretary had brought printed 
copies of the Trust Deed, which it is proposed to enrol in Chancery, and 
so make our Association a legal body, and its property legally secure. 
The pilgrim's head was speedily bent over the document, and every word 
was greedily devoured, when again and again out went the light; or 
rather, we rushed into the darkness of several little tunnels, and to read 
became impossible, until brighter moments came upon us with the open 
country. O beautiful open country of green fields, hedges, and trees^ of 
waving half-grown crops of grass and corn ; of undulating hill and dale, 
of bright blue skies and mountain-like rolling clouds. How sweet art 
thon, open country I home of the pilgrim's childhood^ to the eyes and 
the hearts that are wearied and worn with the business and cares of 
town life 1 

Some of the brethren are soon engaged in an interchange of opinions 
upon the topics of the day — the late elections, the Burials Bill, the new 
game law, archbishops, bishops, statesmen and politicians down to the 
wretched Bradlaugh, the opium traffic and the trade in alcoholic drinks 
being especially denounced. 

All eyes regard the crops as we pass, and our farmer friend, Brother 
B., is often questioned as to the excellence or failing of field after field 
of wheat, winter oat's, spring oats, barley, beans, peas, mangold, swedes^ 
potatoes, clover or meadow-grass. 

" Ah I " said Brother B., ** the earth yet opens its mouth two inches 
wide asking for rain ; it is thankful for what it has just had, but will not 
be satisfied under two days more of it." 

Another eloquent brother lifts up his voice, but lo I before a sentence 
is finished we are in darkness, and the noise of the tunnel makes us lose 
the harmony of his words. 

We pass brickfields, where all hands are busy, and the bricks are 
iiicely drying in the air hefore burning. Limekilns all alight, and then 
we are at Hitchin. Soon we pass water meadows, an4^ wa/^ gardens, 
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in which narrow trenches are cat for the water to flow throngh, and when 
needed, blocked back to oyerflow the whole space. 

Beside a brook, and beneath over-hanging willow trees, the sheep- 
shearers are hard at work, taking the fleeces of soft wool from the 
Bheep which no longer need them ; bat which oar busy mills and looms 
will weaye into nice warm garments for next winter's wear. 

The meadows are fall of battercaps. If some enchanter's wand coold 
change all these bright yellow caps into sovereigns, what a glorioas Tom 
Tiddler's groand there woald be here I Now we pass field'after field of 
turnips gone to seed, and then pass by Biggleswade and Huntingdon, 
then through a wide stretch of flat country watered by the little riyer 
Nen or Nene to Peterborough. 

What can they want to do here with such rows of tracks of coals as 
block up all these sidings ? Goals after coals stretching apparently for 
miles. The beautiful sunshine makes us laugh now at a heap of coals ; 
yet, said old George Stephenson, *' a block of coal is only the bottled-np 
sunlight of ancient creation." And if so, one may say with the Psalmist, 
<* O Lord, how manifold are Thy works I In wisdom hast Thou made 
them all.'' 

Some of our brethren now wax warm upon the subject of the " ThankS' 
giving Fundy* and sketch out various ways in which the devoted £8,000, 
out of that great heap of £315,000, may be dovetailed into the opera- 
tions of our Association. One, and he not the least among them, would 
have the principal sum added to our capital and give its trustees a place 
on our Committee. Others would have the trustees of the £8,000 to hold 
the principal and to hand our Treasurer the interest, or a fair proportion 
thereof, for the general uses of the Association. Others would have 
such payments applied to the increase of annuities of old Wesleyan 
brethren only. One brother thought the rest were making a great er; 
over very little wool ; for that £8,000 was but little more than a fortieth 
part of the whole Fund, and farther, that the interest thereof at the 
present price of Consols would only give two shillings a week each to the 
old Wesleyan brethren who are upon our funds. So the debate gradually 
wears itself out, and one or two of the brethren are discovered to be asleep. 

On, on we go, past grand square fields with higher hedges and better 
cattle. Query. — Is it not because of low thin hedges which afford no 
shelter that our sheep and cattle suffer so much from disease ? Cannot 
some wise man put us straight in this matter ? 

Every few miles, on our right or left, we pass a church and a village, 
. more or less hidden by trees. And the farmers are evidently relying on 
potatoes as a crop, for many large fields contain nothing else, and the 
horse hoe is busy between the rows. 

Now we pass a less favoured district, the soil is a cold clay* the 
meadows are full of rushes, and the crops are thin and poor — alas for 
the farmers who cultivate these farms ! 
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Now we go through a cutting, — ^the rabbits have made burrows in the 
slopes, and abruptly pop into their holes as we rush bj, and so on we go 
toDoncaster. Hence we are to run, without stopping, to York; and here 
ire take in another consignment of brethren, and glad to see them. 

Away we go ; the crops vary, some are better, some are worse, all 
want more rain. What a contrast from last year I The cattle are now 
better bred of the shorthorn race. The horses at work, and the young 
ones at play appear also to be of a better kind ; and further on we see 
fields of wiieat very good, potatoes again in plenty, also French beans, 
or something like them ; and fields of rye, all out in ear and waving in 
the breeze. Then fallow fields, the couch being carefully got out and 
bnmt, while flocks of cawing rooks are busy searching among the clods 
for the larvsB of noxious insects, which to them are dainty morsels. 
Past more meadows, tall trees, and taller poplars, and, lo, we are at York, 

This venerable city, the capital of an immense and wealthy county, the 
seat of an archbishop, and one of the oldest cities in Britain, presents a 
remarkable appearance to the eyes of a visitor. It is mostly walled 
around, and the top of the wall is a public promenade. Its ancient 
castle is now a prison for criminals, and its walls enclose a space of four 
acres. It is said the castle yard, in which the nomination of members 
for the county used to take place, will contain 40,000 persons. 

The building which claims most attention, and fixes itself above every 
other object within the memory, is undoubtedly the noble Minster. A 
cathedral was built here in Saxon times, but the bulk of the present 
buildings appear to have been erected about 500 or 600 years ago. Its 
extreme length from east to west is 524 feet ; extreme length of transept 
from north to south, 241 ; height of nave, 99 ; breadth of centre aisle, 
47 ; breadth of side aisles, 18 ; breadth of the transepts, 94 ; height of 
central tower, 213 ; height of the two western towers, 196; breadth of 
west front, 109 ; breadth of east front, 105 ; dimensions of the grBat 
east window, 75 feet by 82 feet. 

If a stranger may dare to criticise this enormous pile of chiselled stone, 
the central tower would look better if it were raised higher, or even if 
some pinnacles were erected upon its four corners. Like St. Paul's, this 
Mmster is much hemmed in by houses, and if, on the south side a good 
fire should burn down the houses, it is to be hoped they never will be 
rebuilt. 

There is a peal of twelve bells, and there is a great bell, called the 
Great Peter, Peter weighs twelve tons and-a-half (28,000 lbs.) ; is seven 
feet two inches high ; is seven inches thick at the sounding curve, and its 
clapper of wrought iron weighs four hundred-weight. Its voice in the 
key of F is deep, mellow, and full in the highest degree, and it requires 
fifteen men to ring it. Such a voice is too grand for common use. 

It is said that York existed under the name of Eborac before the time 
of the Roman invasion under Julius Ciesar. It was converted into i^ 
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Gapt, Webb, the one-eyed British soldier, fonnd his way up the Hadson, 
and, as barrack-master in Albany, there began preaching as he had 
opportunity. 

The first Methodist Society formed within the limits of oar Conference 
was organised by Philip Embury at Ash Groye in Washington County, 
where his remains now repose. Thus Local Preachers did the first work» 
both formal and informal, which introduced Methodism into this region of 
country. In Albany, where Capt. Webb dropped the first seed, we now have 
six churches, and just across the riyer in Greenbush and Bath two more. 

Local Preachers continue to flourish in the Troy Conference and to be 
useful workers in the Master's yineyard. Not to speak of other OhurcheB^ 
we haye two Local Preachers in this Church whose only fault is that we 
don't see enough of them at home. They haye so much business on 
hand and so many calls in Temperance work, and mission work, and in 
preaching in the city and yicinity, that we sadly miss them from oar 
own seryices. 

My own relations with Local Preachers haye been of the most cordial 
character, and many of them haye commanded my highest regards. I 
leaye with you also the interesting but unimportant question whether a 
Local Preacher is a minister or a layman. If he does his work well, no one 
will ask. No one will ask — referring to the story of neither, or neither 
and nayther — I say nayther — but a connecting link, or he is both. 

Be assured then, brethren, in coming to Troy, of a welcome to a 
Methodist community that belieyes in Local Preachers, and is judiciously 
increasing the number of them, and giying them work which they may 
do for the spread of the Redeemer's Kingdom. 

Ex-President Heffner responded in his delightful manner in behalf of 
the Association. He said : ** I agree with much that has been said by 
the brethren who haye preceded me. I will now take the adyice of one of 
our deceased Bishops, who said, — * Always keep before you the object of 
your meeting.' The laws of Maryland recognise us as ministers, and in- 
eligible to a seat in her Legislature. The Church says, we are laymen. 
Why is it that Local Preachers meet in Conyention ? They belieye that 
we need a fresh baptism of the Holy Ghost to preach the Gospel more 
successfully. A poor orphan boy, more than forty years ago, found me 
and led me into the Church. I graduated in the Church from a pro- 
bationer to a local elder. The older I get, the stronger is the commission 
laid upon me to preach the Gospel. This idea the Church has got, that 
there is no more use for us as Local Preachers, has more of the spirit of 
eyil than the spirit of Christ. We can preach and get as happy as any 
one else. We don't work for nothing, for God pays us richly in pouring 
out His Spirit upon us. Before I go hence, I want to see young men 
come into this local preaching work." 

The Secretary, W. H. Eincaird, read the following interesting pap^^ 
from Ex-President Tasker, of Philadelphia : — 
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^ To the National Association of Local Preachers assembled at Troy, 
New York. — To the President and members greeting. Dear Brethren : 
As I will not be present with yon in person I assume the liberty of 
addressing yon in writing. Personally I am in my eighty-first year of 
life, and in the sixtieth year of my exhorting preaching endeavonrs. I 
have been connected with the Local Preachers* Association for fifty-six 
years. My first effort at preaching was used in telling my experience 
after reading from the Bible, ' Ye are now no more strangers and 
foreigners, but fellow citizens with the saints and of the household of 
Ood.' The simple thoughts that then ran through my mind, warm in 
its first love, have not been improved upon since. They were the utter- 
ances of a ' Babe in Christ, fed by the sincere milk of the Word/ Since 
that hour I have not grown one particle in sincerity. The freshness, 
sweetness, and artlessness of Christian childhood is to me, a precious 
memory. I believe I was called by the Spirit to repeat the * old, old 
Btory of Jesus and His Love.' My heart is warm in gladness that I 
have had a name and a place in the rank of Local Preachers, and shared 
their endeavours to work for souls for whom Jesus died.*' 

From several utterances of the local brethren, and from the following 
resolution, we gather that the American Local Preachers do not think 
that they receive from the body that consideration which their numbers 
and work deserve. 

Tho Local Preachers' National Association of the United States, held 
in Troy, New York, October I6th to 2l8t, 1879. 

Resolved : That we do hereby memorialise the General Conference of 
the Methodist Episcopal Church, to be assembled at Cincinnati, Ohio, in 
May, 1880, 

That, in view of the large number of the local ministers connected 
with the Methodist Episcopal Church, about twelve thousand, and having 
no representation in your body, as a distinct Order in the Church, we 
nsost earnestly pray that you grant to us the privilege of representation 
^nal to one Local Preacher to every thousand Local Preachers in the 
Methodist Episcopal Church. Said representatives shall be elected by 
the Local Preachers' National Association at the meeting next preceding 
^ach General Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church. 

We have long been of the opinion that the minutes of the Old Body in this 
country should give the statistics of the Local Preachers in each Circuit. 

Li consequence of the correspondence which has passed between-this 
Association and ours, steps have been taken to provide a Mutual Aid 
Association, and we learn that at the last census of the United States and 
the Canadas shows, of our common Methodism, 30,891 Local Preachers, 
who preach without compensation. This large body of ministers has 
no bond of union ; each one stands an isolation ; it is not so with other 
bodies of ministers ; there are weighty reasons why this body of men 
should be more closely allied together. 
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The National Association of Local Preachers, meeting annually in 
different parts of oar country, has done mnch towards accomplishing this 
ohject, and may do more. The Local Preachers in Qreat Britain have 
adopted a plan hy which they care for the poor among them, hury theb 
dead, and assist their widows, throngh a society called the '^ WesUyim 
Methodist Local Preachers^ Mutual Atd- Association." 

<< It was formed," says this report, " in 1849, and now numbers 3,114 
members : of these, 740 are honorary members, who reoeiye no relief from 
its funds ; about half these honorary members are not Local Preachers, 
but friends who sympathise with the cause and subscribe thereto fi,Ye 
dollars and upwards a year. The objects of the Association are to afford 
relief to its members during periods of sickness and in old age, also to 
provide a sum of money for their decent interment." 

By this plan the Local Preachers of Great Britain are bound together 
by a three-fold cord, as strongly and enduring as adamant. 

The Secretary says : *' I am quite sure that the Local Preachers of this 
country and Canada can, with profit to themselves and families, and 
safety to the Church, form a similar Association. The largest part 
of our brethren, together with their families, will number some 154,455 
souls, every one of them has an interest in this question. Among this 
number of Local Preachers there are a few wealthy men, a much larger 
number are in good circumstances; the great mass however depend 
upon their daily labour for their bread, having, at the call of thfi 
Church, laboured for her interests during a long life, preaching withont 
compensation. 

'' They have by diligence in business and frugality supported their fami- 
lies and aided the Church in her enterprises, and now, in feebleness and 
old age, it is indeed a pitiable sight to see these faithful preachers suffer- 
ing. But they have no legal claims upon the Church, and there are no 
funds set apart to meet such cases. 

Is it notour duty to prepare for misfortunes that may overtake the most 
favoured among us, in the near future? I submit to this National 
Association of Local Preachers, * whether a Mutual-Aid Association is 
not a practical and sure way of benefiting our order V I go further : is 
it not the only plan left us to render effectual aid to our worthy and well 
beloved poor amongst us ? Nor let any one suppose his mountain is so 
rooted and strong that he and his family will never come to want. I 
once knew a good brother who lived in a fine house, and had a large 
income ; socially he moved among our first families, but he became so 
poor as not to leave means enough to afford him a decent interment. And 
this will happen to others. 

*^ But it maybe asked. Though a Mutual- Aid Association works well in 
England, is it a practicable measure for this country ? To this, I would 
reply. Our wants and our abilities are equal to the mother country. 
There is nothing in our manners or customs, nor in the extent of aox 
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^imtrj, that would militate against such an Association, more than with 
our English brethren. 

" To give it success it shonld be incorporated in this Association, and a 
General Committee appointed, and located in some large central city, which 
should have the power to appoint committees in any city or circait in oar 
own country and the Canadas. Such local committees should have the 
collection and disbursement of its own funds, under certain rules, which 
the General Committee could oversee and control. In most of our 
circuits and stations men and women would be glad to become honorary 
members, by the payment of five dollars and upwards, and not a few 
ralaable legacies would be left, to comfort God's dear children in their 
last few days of life. Such an Association would inspire all with addi- 
tional zeal for the good of the Church and humanity. 

** It would unite in harmony the Canada Methodists with Local Preachers 
of our Church, and of the Methodist Episcopal Church South. The Local 
Preachers of the three branches of Methodism together could make the 
whole continent vocal with their music, while they could sing the glad 
«athem, which is so sweetly sung by our brethren in Old England, — 

* God bless onr Mutual Aid, 
Helping our poor unpaid, 

And needy men : 
Thy choicest gifts in store, 
O Lord, upon it poor, 
And may we help it more 

With tongue and pen. 

* Bich blessings are in store, 
For those who help the poor 

In age and need ; 
Let us give ease in grief. 
And lengthen what is brief, 
By giving due relief 

Our brethren's need. ' " 



A TOUE IN EGYPT AND THROUGH THE HOLY LAND, &o. 

BY WILLIAM DOWSING, 
Bz-Pbssident of thb Looal Pbbachebs' Mutual-Aid Associatiok. 

(Continiied from page 164.) 

Bbvore leaving Jernsalem we visited other places of interest too nnmerons 
to mention, all hallowed by associations of the past. We penetrated the 
extraordinary Quarry, discovered about twenty-five years ago, which 
extends for about a quarter of a mile under the city, from which it is 
thought the stone was obtained for the building of the Temple. Stones of 
immense size are there to be seen ready squared, for placing in a building. 
Everything connected with Jerusalem is sacred to the Christian ; but 
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it is not literallj now "Jemsalem the golden," but nther the fallen; 
trodden underfoot bj the Gentiles, Totaries of Mohammedan saperetition, 
and a people living in darkness, with habits the most unsanitary, regard- 
less of the laws of God and man. Tme, the glory of Jenisalem has 
lor the present departed, bnt we hope and pray that her redemption may 
come, when within her gates the tme light shall shine. 

We bid farewell to this city, and commence onr tonr to Damascns,. 
through Samaria and Galilee ; and as in Palestine there are no carriage 
roads, bnt only horse and camel tracks, we haye the whole jonmey — aboat 
two hundred and fifty miles — to perform on the saddle, with an additional 
hundred miles from Damascus to Beyrout via Baalbec. Our first day's 
march is from Jerusalem to Jericho, by the Dead Sea and the Jordan, 
about thirty miles. We called at Bethany on our way. It is a small 
hamlet of poor dwellings. We saw the old home of Martha and Mary, 
and the tomb of Lazarus. We descended thence about four thousand 
feet to the Dead Sea ; an awful road, that, like many others, put onr 
nerres to the test. For several hours before we reached the shores 
of this mysterious sea, which is forty-five miles long by ten wide, we had 
it in view. The mountains of Moab on the other side, and the general 
surroundings, make up one scene of savage grandeur. 

On our arrival at the water's edge we halted an hour for luncheon, 
and some of us bathed in this saltest of all seas. It was awfully refresh- 
ing ; and such is the buoyancy of its waters, that when we tried to sink 
we could not, but floated on the surface like a piece of cork. We came 
out of the water tolerably seasoned with salt. There is no life in this 
inland sea. I travelled for some distance its gravelly shore, but not a 
single shell could I find to indicate that any life ever did exist there. 
The Dead Sea is thirteen hundred feet below the level of the Mediterranean, 
We travelled thence about five miles in the valley of the Jordan ; and 
arriving at the spot where it is supposed our Lord was baptized by John, 
and where the children of Israel passed over, we halted another hour, and 
had another bathe, embracing the opportunity of bathing in the rolling 
waters of this sacred river ; and to secure any efficacy that might accme 
from such a baptism, we all '* dipped seven times.*' Walking a fortnight 
afterwards on the banks of the rivers Abana and Pharpar, at Damascas, 
I wonder not that the Syrian leper should ask the question if these 
streams of pure water were not better than those of Israel, especially the 
Jordan, which is an impetuous and turbid stream. 

From the Jordan we proceeded to Jericho, and camped near the rains 
of its old walls. The old city has now no existence. From Jericho we 
proceeded through its flowery plaius, and then ascended the mountains ; 
we passed Bimmon and Bethel, and inspected the ruins of the ancient 
building where Jacob slept and dreamt his dream. We passed Mizpah, 
and during one night in camp here we were all disturbed by the yelling of 
wolves, jackals, and hysenas. This we frequently heard. As we proceeded 
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northwards, the monntains of Samaria broke npon oar gaze. We trayelled 
under Moant Gerizim, and as we approached near to Shechem, or Sychar,. 
we came and sat on Jacob's Well, and narrowly inspected the Tomb of 
Joseph, in close proximity to the well. Drawing near to the city of 
Shechem, we come nnder Monnt Ebal, the Moant of Carsing, as also 
Honnt Gerizim, the Moant of Blessing, and close to this pretty little 
town, with its 13,000 inhabitants, most beantifnlly sitaated, we camped 
for the night. After learing this place we arrive at the old city of 
Samaria, nearly all in mins. Proceeding throngh fertile valleys and 
oyer monntain steeps, soon Monnt Hermon in her robes of snow broke 
upon onr view. We crossed the monntains of Gilboa, and reached 
the Fonntain of Ahab, and the once little town of Jez reel, now laid 
waste. We proceeded thence to Shnman, at the foot of little Hermon, 
now nearly all in mins. We travelled next throngh the valley of 
Asdraelon, one of the finest and richest in produce of any in Palestine. 
We visited the village of Nain, and at oar right rose Monnt Tabor, like 
one great dome with verdare clad ; soon we reach Endor, and then com- 
menced onr ascent to Nazareth, which lies in great seclnsion on the 
momitain slopes, fdlly fifteen hnndred feet from the valley we had left. 
At Nazareth we spent two days. One being the Sabbath, we enjoyed 
YBry mnch an English service in the nice little English G hnrch, both 
morning and evening, conducted by the four clergymen of our party«. 
Whilst here we visited the old hoase of Joseph and Mary, the Church of 
the Annanciation, the old Synagogue, the workshop of Joseph, Mary's 
Well, the Mount of Precipitation, and other places of interest. Nazareth 
IB a charming little town, with its churches, schools and, institutions, and 
its Christian inhabitants ; to the traveller it is really like the oasis in the 
desert. 

On leaving Nazareth we ascended a mountain from the summit of 
which we had a good view of the Mediterranean, Mount Carmel and Acre^ 
We pass the Tomb of Jonah, and through the village of Cana in G alilee, 
^0 the old Fonntain of Joseph, and the pit, enclosed with a wall, in 
which it is said Joseph was cast by his brethren. Soon the blue and 
tranquil waters of the Sea of Galilee broke upon our view, nestling among 
the mountains, and like a mirror reflecting their shadows from the surface. 
The day was lovely, and the mountain scenery as we descended towards 
this little sea was one of the most enchanting I ever saw. This panorama 
of Nature's own painting was perfect. 

At length we arrive at this ever-memorable Galilean Lake, and on tha 
beach at the old city of Tiberias, we rested an hour for luncheon ; seven- 
teen of us engaged a large boat, and we had four hours* sail on this 
enchanting lake (fourteen miles by six). We crossed over to the other 
nde, and sailed to onr encampment (ten miles from Tiberias), which was 
pitched on the mins of old Capernaum, and not far from those of Beth« 
nida and Goraizin, on the shores of the lake. This day was one of special 
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interest to ns all. Starting again, we reach the waters of Merom, and the 
source of the Jordan, as also the rnins of Dan. We spent a short time at 
CaBsarea Philippi, and after ascending aboat 6,000 feet on the slopes of 
Monnt Hermon, we camped there for the night nnder its eternal snows. 
Leaving this place, we kept the mountain range of Hermon on onr left for 
many miles, and after traversing some rongh roads and mountain steeps, 
other two days found us at the Demetri Hotel, Damascus, the oldest dty 
in the world. 

Here we spent, four days visiting the yarions places of public interest, 
Buch as the street called '' Straight,'* the old house of Ananias, the riyers 
Abana and Pharpar, the fine old mosques, palaces, bazaars, &c., &c» 
While in Damascus the tourist is carried back in his thoughts some tbgn- 
sands of years ; it is the truest type of an Eastern city we can possibly 
Bee — a busy place, with its miles of bazaars, and a population of some 
150,000. Spending a Sabbath here, some of us worshipped in the Scotch 
Presbyterian Church, others in the room used by the Church of England 
Mission. In the former place the service was conducted by two ministers 
in Messrs. Cook's party, and in the latter by two ministers of our party. 
On the following day I visited the very flourishing Christian Schools, 
conducted by Mrs. Macintosh, being a branch from the schools of the late 
Mrs. Thompson of Beyrout; was highly delighted with them, and 
addressed the children of the different classes. As my tour will extend 
for another month, having to visit Baalbek, Beyrout, and the varioog 
towns and ports in Asia Minor, Smyrna, Ephesus, and Athens, &c, <&c., I 
bring this sketch of my travels, so far, to a close. 

A Palestine tour is a treat which a lifetime may feast upon. I have 
witnessed strange scenes, and seen again and again the fulfilment of 
prophecy ; and if any one should, unfortunately, be troubled with scepticsl 
thoughts as to the accuracy and truth of the Bible, let him come out here 
and it will cure him of his scepticism ; and while everywhere here are to 
be seen signal marks of Qod's displeasure against His ancient people, yet 
we hope and pray that Palestine shall be restored to its primitive position. 
And then, in its " Paradise restored," << the wilderness and the solitary 
places shall be glad, and the desert shall rejoice, and blossom as the 



rose." 



{To be e(mtinu4d.) 
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WBSLEYAN METHODIST LOCAL PREACHERS' 

MaTUAL-AID ASSOCIATION. 



THE THIRTY-SECOND MEETING 

OP THE ASSOCIATION, HELD IN 

THE CENTENARY CHAPEL, YORK, 
On Satubday, June 6th to 8th, 1880. 

PLAN OP SERVICES, &c. 

Saturday, June 5th. 

The RepresentatiTes met the General Committee in the large room. Cen- 
tenary Chapel, St. Saviourgate, at 6 p.m., for the calling of the Roll, in order 
that the appointments for the following day might be supplied. 

Sunday, June 6th. 

Services in the Wesleyan, Free Church, New Connexion, and Baptist 
Chapels, in the City and Circuits, conducted by Representatives. 

Centenary Wesleyan Chapel, 10.30, A. R. Johnson ; 6.0, S. D. Waddy. 
New-Street, 10.30, J. Towne; Lovefeast, 2.30, J. Milsom, E. Benson, F. 

Glasscock ; 6.0, J. R. Cossons. 
Melbourne Terrace, 10.30, S. D. Waddy ; Juvenile Service, 2.30, J. R. Cossons 

and others ; 6.0, T. Chamberlain, Hon. Secretary. 
riie Groves, 10.30, G. Mason ; 6.0, J. Hinchcliffe. 
Wesley, 10.30, J. Field (American Representative) ; Lovefeast, 2.30, J. Towne, 

W. Bowron, W. Leathley ; 6.0, W. Bowron. 
Mouk Bar (Free Church), 10.30, W. Bowron : 6.0, J. Milsom, President. 
New Connexion, Peckitt Street, 10.30, A. J.N. Chamberlin; 6.0. W. Leathley. 
Baptist Chapel, Priory Street, 10.30, G. Sims, Gen. Secretary ; 6.30, W. J, 

Laycock. 
New Foundries, 6.80, G. Barber. 
Wilton Street, 6.0, Alderman Dowsing. 

<^aaies Street (Free Church), 10.30, A. Wardley ; 6.0, M. L. Clapham. 
^ossgate Mission Room, 6.30, R. Haw. 
Barker Hill, 6.80, J. Anderton. 
Clifton, 6.0, B. Wilson. 
Kegent Street, 6.0, J. Sails. 
Chaucer Street, 6.0, S. Bayley. 
North Street, 6.0, F. Chadwick. 
Mford, 2.30, J. Stringer ; 6.30, R. Daws. 
Naburn, 6.30, G. C. Amphlett. 
Weldrake, 2.30, J. Waddinglon. 
£^rick (Naburn Hill), 6.30, J. Waddington. 
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Stillingfleet, 6.80, S. Long. 

Heworth, 2.0, J. Carter, Hon. TreaGmrer. 

Stockton, 6.30, F. J. Littlewood. 

Flaxton, 10.30, H. White ; 6.30, H. White. 

Strensall, 2!15, J. Heckley ; 6.80, J. Heckley. 

Huntington, 10.80, E. Braimbridge ; 6.30, E. Bndmbridge. 

Heslington, 6.30, J. Hodgson. 

Shipton, 6.30, W. Jameson. 

Haxby, 2.30, J. Robinson ; 6.80, J. Bobinson ; (Free Church), 6.30, B. Taroar. 

Murton, 2.30, W. Fairbank. 

Osbaldwiok, 6.30, H. Carr. 

Olaxton, 2.30, C. Wagstaflf. 

Warthill, 6.30, C. Wagstaff. 

Gate Helmsley, 10.30, H. Wright; 6.30, H. Wright. 

Stamford Bridge, 2.0, John Neal ; 6.80, John Neal. 

Bannington, 10.80, J. Lockwood ; 6.80, J. Lockwood. 

Acomb, 10.30, T. Tnrtie; 6.30, T. Turtle; (Free Church), 2.16, T. Ruddock 

6.30, T. Ruddock. 
Ruflforth, 2.0, W. Wilkinson; 6.30, W. Wilkinson. 
Hessay, 2.0, W. Smith. 
Moor Monkson, 6.30, W. Smith. 
Upper Poppleton, 6.30, G. Tearle. 
Nether Poppleton (Free Church), 6.80. J. Dixon. 
Aoaster Malbis, 6.80, A, Andrews. 
Bishopthorpe, 6.30, G. Johnson. 
Dringhouses, 6.30, H. Blaime. 
Copmanthorpe, 10.80, J. M. Mitchell. 
Askham Bryan, 6.80, J. M. Mitchell. 

PlCKEBlNO ClBCniT. 

Pickering, May 16th. 10.30, J. Webster; 6.0. J. Webster; Public Meeting, 
May 2l8t, 7.0, J. Webster, J. Wiggington, G. Wain, W. Mason, G. SmaileB, 
and others. 

KiRBT MOORSIDE CniCUIT. 

Kirkby Moorside, Public Meeting, May 21st, 7.0, J. Webster, G. Wain, J. 
Wiggington and others. 

Knabesbbo' Circuit. 

Marston, June 6th, 2.0, Henry Smith ; 6.80, Henry Smith. 
Bilton, 6.80, B. G. Berry. 

Selby Ciecuit. 
Selby, June 6th, 10.30, John Rose; 6.0, John Rose. 

EaSINOWOLD ClBOUIT. 

TollertoD, June 6th, 2.80, William Turner; 6.30, William Turner. 

Malton CiBcurr. 

Malton, June 6th, 10.80, C. S. Madder ; 6.0, C. S. Maddei. 
Norton, July 11th, 2.0, a Representatire ; 6.0, a Representatiye. 
Slingsby, July 11th 6.80, a Representative. - 
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Open-Air Services were held on Sunday, Jane 6th, oondnoted hy the fol- 
lowiDg Brethren : — 

The Pavement, 7.30 p.ni., F. Glasscock, J. Read, G. Barrett, W. Tomlins, 
and others ; Exhibition Entrance, 7.30 p.m., B. Hardy, E. Home, J. Sunder- 
land and others ; Blossom Street, 7.80 p.m., G. Barber, W. Leathley, H. 
King, B. Goxe, and others ; St. George's Field, 7.80 p.m., Garrett, Wardiey, 
Conyers, J. Stringer, and others. 

Monday, June 7th. 

The Representatives met in the Large Boom, Centenaiy Chapel, at 9.30 
«.m. A public tea-meeting was held at 5.30 p.m., in the same room, after 
which a public meeting was held in the Centenary Chapel. Chair taken by 
J. R. Hill, Esq., of York, and Addresses delivered by the Officers of the 
Association, the Representative from America, and others. 

Tuesday, June 8th. 
A Public Sacramental Service was held in the Centenary Chapel at 11. 



THE THIRTY-SECOND MEETING. 



^HE Thirty-second Aggregate Meeting 
of the above Association was begun 
on Monday momiog, June 7th, 1880, 
in the Schoolroom attached to Cen- 
tenary Chapel, York. About 120 
Representatives were present. 

The President, Bro. J. Milsom, of 
Reading, took the chair at half-past 
mne o'clock. 

After singing Hymn 510 and read- 
ing the lOBrd Psalm Bros. Cossons, 
of Dereham, and Stephens, of Glou- 
cester, engaged in prayer. Hymn 582 
was then sung. 

The President in addressing his 
fathers and brethren expressed his 
enjoyment of his twelve months* 
hard work for the Association. He 
had visited over sixty circuits, some 
several times. He had attended 
several important public meetings, 
some new branches had been estab- 
lished, and others were being formed. 
He had secured, outside of Methodism, 
some 23 honorary members. His 
box had yielded, mostly in sixpences, 
exactly jBIO, and his host had that 
morning handed him a £6 note. He 
had worked most harmoniously with 
all the circuit ministers wherever he 
had been. He trusted that the new 
President wotdd be a man of leisure 
and of means (to travel, say some 
5,000 miles at his own expense) and 



aptitude, and with a hearty desire to 
devote all his energies for the Asso- 
ciation. It would be a great help to 
the next President to attend the 
monthly Committee Meetings. He 
trusted and prayed that the future 
would be brighter than the past. 

The Honorary Secretary read a 
letter from our brethren in America, 
and introduced their Representative, 
Bro. John Field, of Philadelplda, who 
was received with great applause, all 
the brethren standing up. 

The President, shaking hands with 
Bro. Field, welcomed him in the 
name of the brethren, and hoped that 
the union thus pleasantly begun 
would be perpetuated. 

Bro. Field said that his coming 
among local brethren in England re- 
minded him of a visit he once paid to 
his own home, which he very graphi- 
cally and tenderly described. He had 
come prepared with a written paper, 
but he felt that mere formality was 
not needed. He felt at home. It was 
not strange that the sons of Metho^ 
dism in tl^ United States should feel 
at home among sons of Methodism in 
Old England. He bore commission 
from his brethren to all preacliers of 
the Gospel in Methodism, whether 
itinerant or local. 

The usual standing orders were 
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then passed for the admission of the 
Ptess, relation of debates, and times 
of adjonmment. 

On the motion of Bro. Andrew, of 
Hanehestw, Bro. A. R. Johnson, of 
London, was appointed Secretary of 
the Meeting. 

Bros. Home, Berry, and Andrew 
were appointed Scrutineers. 

The Honorary Secretary read the 
Annual Beport. 



Thirty-second Report of the General 
Committee of the Wedeyan Methodist 
Local Preachers* Mutual Aid As' 
sociation, presented at the Annual 
Meeting of the Members, held in 
the Large Room of the fVesleyan 
Centenary Chapel, Yorh^ on Mon- 
day, June 7th, 1880. 

Thbouoh '* the hand of our God," 
which is still *' good upon us," we are 
privileged to meet for the second time 
in this ancient and honourable city of 
York, for the transaction of the ordi- 
nary annual business of our body; 
and in this city of stone ramparts, 
fortified castle, and grandly beautiful 
stone-built minster, we would here 
and now erect our Ebenezer, and 
thankfully say, " Hitherto the Lord 
hath helped us." 

At our last meeting, held in Oldham, 
we were directed to send a letter to 
our local brethren in the United 
States of America, " stating that our 
Association was glad to bear from 
them, and would be happy to cultivate 
fraternal intercourse with them, either 
by letter or by deputation.*' That 
letter was sent, and other communi- 
cations have passed between us of a 
very gratifying character ; and we 
are happy to inform our brethren that 
the brethren in America have sent 
John Field, of Philadelphia, their 
brother and ours, as a deputation to 
this annual meeting. 

We were further directed " to take 
connsers opinion, and to adopt any 
means necessary with a view to giving 
legal security to the investment and 
use of our funds in accordance with 
the present design of our Association.'* 
This has been done, and a Deed of 
Trust, which may be deemed our 
Foundation Deed, has been prepared 



and printed, and will be laid before- 
you in due course. 

We were also instructed '' to take 
steps for the extension of the Asso- 
ciation by the revival of old branches 
and the opening of new ones whatever 
practicable." 

And this also we have endeavoured 
to do to the best of oar ability, having 
sent circulars, with more detailed 
statements of our operations, to eveiv 
circuit in England and Wales. We 
have also circulated a paper of 
*« Hints to Workers," containing di- 
rections for the formation of new 
branches ; and we have offered depa- 
tations of experienced brethren 
wherever required. Our President, 
who has had, or has made for him- 
self, opportunities of visiting the chief 
towns in a large district of the kiiuz- 
dom, has personally brought the sub- 
ject under the consideration of the 
local preachers in these towns, being 
everywhere assisted in his efforts by 
the kind co-operation of the oirooit 
ministers. In thus carrying out the 
instruction of the annual meeting we, 
and especially the officers, have 
undertaken more than an ordinary 
year's labours, and we are thankful 
to say that our labour has not been 
in vain, although the results may not 
be so great as may have been hoped 
for by some sanguine ininds. 

The Petition to Parliament, ordered 
by the last annual meeting, in favoor 
of Mr. J. G. Stevenson's Bill for 
closing public-houses on Sundays, 
was duly sent ; and that measure was 
only lost on the second reading by a 
majority of three votes. It is some 
gratification to know that more than 
a third of the entire majority against 
the Bill have not been re-elected; 
only 09 members who then voted 
against it are now in the House of 
Commons ; let us hope that the new 
members will so far have the fear of 
God before their eyes, as to pass this 
Bill, and to do all else they can for 
the honour of the Lord's Day. 

The work and present state of the 
Association will be seen under the 
usual heads. 

Members, — There are now 2,669 
benefit members, and 796 honorary 
members— total 3,455 ; this is an 
increase of 291 benefit, and 50 hono- 
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nrj members, and is mainly due to 
the special efforts which have been 
made. We are yet, however, very 
hi below the number we ought to 
reckon out of the 16,000 local preach- 
ers who are eligible for membership 
with as. 

Deaths. — We have lost by death 67 
members, whose friends have claimed 
funeral money, and 21 members' 
wives; and we have paid altogether 
i395 towards funeral expenses. 
This is the largest sum paid under 
this head since the year 1860, and 
has only been once exceeded in our 
history, and even then the number of 
departed brethren was less titan this 
year; no doubt the late severe winter, 
coming at the end of a very wet sum- 
mer, was the natural cause of our 
heavier losses by death. 

Sickness. — Tlie amount paid to 340 
sick brethren has been ^1,166 2s. 2d. 
This is the largest sum we have ever 
paid in a year, and is the natural 
result of the liberal legislation of 
1878, by which our poorer brethren 
receive full sick pay of 8s. a week as 
long as their illness lasts. The num- 
ber of the sick is also to be noted, 
being higher than in any year since 
1864. It would take lis. 8fd. from 
each of bur benefit members to make 
the amount required for sickness and 
deaths this year. There are now 78 
members upon the sick list. 

Annuitants. — The Hums paid to the 
superannuated amount to £1,432 
188. 6d., which is a still further ad- 
vance upon the unprecedented amount 
p>id last year (£1,275 6s. 6d.). 
There are now 150 annuitants, who 
are relieved according to the following 
scale : — 

Weekly Oosting 
each. yearly. 

8. d. £ s. d. 
15 Brethren receive 6 0...284 
38 „ „ 5 0...494 

14 .. .. 3 

2 



ij 



99 



0...644 16 

0...109 4 

6... 89 

13 Widowed sisters 2 6... 84 10 

2 0... 10 8 



99 



» 



>» 



150 



Yearly total ^1,615 18 



W'orJcing Expenses, — These amount 
to £337 18b. 5d., and consist of the 



usual items of Secretary's salary, 
^130; postages, £24 14s. 6d.; rent 
of office, £25 Os. Od. ; magazines for 
honorary members, £82 19s. 8d. ; 
advertisements, £85 12^. Od. ; print- 
ing yearly report £13 4s. 9d ; other 
printing;, £17 16s. 6d., &c. 

The total payments by the treasurer 
are £3,642 2s. lOd.. and the balances 
in hand are £1,002 12s. 9d. 

Income, — The benefit members have 
paid in as entrance, fines, and quar- 
terly subscriptions, £1,514 IHs. Od. 
The honorary members subscriptiona 
and other free contributions have been 
£1,093 5s. Od. Legacies and special 
donations, £995 8s. Od. Dividends 
on investments, altogether £829 3s. 2d. 

TJiere is a total income of £8.968 
5s. 5d. It is £575 17s. 2d. less than 
that of last year ; but in last year's 
account was included the bequest of 
the late Mr. Hume, of £1,254 4s. lOd. 

We must be thankful if the liberality 
of our friends equals the liberality of 
our rules for the relief of our members. 
Some of our supporters think we are 
too generous and pay out more than 
we ougiit. Others are of opinion that 
we do not allow enough to the reci- 
pients, so that it is just possible we 
are walking in the middle path, which 
is proverbially the safest. We may, 
however, say, to the more kindly 
friends, that if any of them will con- 
tribute, as Mr. Gheetham once did, a 
specific sum for the increase of pay- 
ments, either to the sick, or to the 
annuitants, or for funerals, that spe- 
cific sum shall be so devoted in excess 
of what our *' Rules '* allow. 

Magazine, — Our organ the Local 
Preachers' Magazine publislied at 
the office, 19, Exeter Hall, London, 
by Brother P. Parker, continues along 
its comparatively quiet course; and 
like a gentle stream whicli flows 
through a cultivated district, is very 
welcome where it goes ; although it 
makes less noise, and is less pic- 
turesque to the eye than tlie stream 
which dashes down the mountain's 
side, or leaps over some rocky preci- 
pice. 

The Editors hope for a continuance 
of the writings of their valued old 
contributors, and will welcome arti- 
cles from the rising talents of the day,, 
provided they are written on the old 
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of revealed truth, ajud are not 
spoiled by the delusioiui of a philo- 
aophv which is falsely so called. 

Mr. nod's Gift.—The Treasurer 
distribated this gift last Christinas to 
the annaitants who had before 
received it. The answers of manj 
of these veterans have appeared in 
the Magazine. This gift vnll be in- 
creased £oO, bj the legacy of onr 
Ute brother, Mr. Thomas Argyle, of 
Kilbam. 

Office. — Some fomitnre being needed 
for this office, and Bome cleanini; and 
painting being required to make it 
suitable for meetings of the committee, 
and there being a desire that the ex- 
pense should not fall npon the ordinary 
fonds, contribations were asked and 
obtained from the members of com- 
mittee sufficient to meet the entire 
expenditure. 

New Annuitants. — Applicants for 
permanent weekly allowances have 
sent in their claims every month, 
which have been reported in the 
Magazine. The following abstracts 
will give an idea of their several 
necessities : — 

Brother J. C, of G., aged 70, is a 
cooper by trade, bat has been unable 
to work for four or five years past 
from confirmed rheumatism. He has 
a wife Hud two young children depen- 
dent npon him. When he was young 
he married an old lady, and when he 
was old he married a young one. 

Brother S. W., of H., aged 70, is- a 
miner, but in consequence of old age 
and weakness can only earn 8s. or 4s. 
a week. His wife, aged 70, is quite 
a cripple. One daughter is also much 
afflicted; so that neither wife nor 
daughter can make a bed. A friend 
gives him clothes and shoes for Sun- 
day wear, so that he may take his ap- 
pointments. 

Brother J. E., of D., aged 61, a 
local preacher thirty-six years, is a 
bricklayer, but suffers so much from 
bronchitis aud chronic rheumatism, 
that he says he would prefer having 
a small weekly allowance, and doing 
what little he can, to being so often 
on the sick list. 

Brother J. S., of W., aged 73, a 
local preaciier forty-seven years. 
Has a wife of his own a(;e, also seven 
•children, all of whom have enough to 



do to maintain themselves and &mi- 
ties. He is a workinfj^ tailor, but 
from ill health has earned nothing 
for ei^ht months, and bat little for 
two years past. He has no inoome, 
nor any other resource. 

Brother R. H., of D., aged 69, a 
local preacher 6t>m 1849, is a smflU 
dealer in wood and coals. He had a 
pony and cart but was obliged to 
sell them. He suffers from ner?00B 
debility. Thinks he could live oo48. 
a week. 

Brother W. Y., of N.» aged 75 yean, 
a local preacher forty years. Is a 
shoemaker, but unable to earn any- 
thing at his trade, suffering from 
chronic rheumatism and hernia. His 
wife, aged 65, is also an invalid. An 
honorary member wrote, saying, 
"This is the saddest case I have 
known." 

Brother J. H., of D., aged 62, a 
local preacher twenty-three years. Ib 
a carpenter by trade, but unable to 
work from rheumatism and hernia. 

Brother W. J., of S. J., aged 83, a 
local preacher for fifty-five years, h 
by trade a wheelwright, but has not 
been able to earn anything for seven 
years through the weakness and 
debility incident to fourscore years. 

Brother R. W., of B., aged 76, a 
local preacher for forty years. Is a 
day labourer, earning a mere trifle, 
and obtaining only a little help from 
one of his children. 

Brother W. T., of C, aged 72, a 
local preacher for thirty years. Has 
been a sawyer, but now, through 
ulcerated legs and other ailments of 
old age, is quite laid aside. He is a 
widower, and all his children are 
dead. His only hope is in our Asso- 
ciation. 

Brother J. S., of W., aged 72, 
a local preacher forty years, wife 
aged 68 ; eight children, but none able 
to help their parents. Our brother is 
a gardener. He has been, aud still 
is, suffering from asthma and bron- 
chitis, and is in a very feeble state. 

Brother J. C, of B., aged 72, a local 
preacher forty-four years. Is a wi- 
dower. Has been a factory operative. 
Is laid aside by a diseased leg. 

Brother J. N., aged 62, unable io 
work, from asthma ; the doctor says 
he will never be better. 
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Brother T. C, a{;(ed 69, earns, when 
able to work, 2s. 6d. per week. He 
lias an invalid wife. 

Brother D. C, aged 75, a local 
preacher fifty-two years. Is now 
euffering from an internal complaint 
and paralysis; he was in good cir- 
cumstances, but is now rednoed to 
poverty. 

Brother J. P„ aged 74, a local 
preacher forty-nine years. Is a farm 
labourer, but unable to work, through 
asthma, bronchitis, and dropsy. 

Brother P. H., aged 79, a local 
preacher fifty years, is also a farm 
labourer, afflicted with asthma and 
hernia. 

Brother J. W., of S., aged 71, a 
local preacher forty-four years. He 
has been a farmer, but was obliged to 
give up through losses. He has 2s. 
a week from a lady, for gardeninfl^, 
and 3s. from another source. He 
suffers from gout and rheumatism. 
Has a wife aged 70. They have five 
children, who have large families, and 
cannot help their parents. 

Brother J. L., of R., aged 73, a 
local preacher thirty-seven years. He 
has a wife aged 73, and eleven chil- 
dren, one of whom assists at home. 
Kg help from the other ten. His 
health is very feeble, and he suffers 
from hernia. 

Brother M. M., of B., aged 62, a 
local preacher thirty-nine years. 
Wife dead, five children, but only one 
can help, and that only occasionally. 
Our brother was a working gardener, 
but has suffered so mnch from chronic 
rheumatism, that he has earned next 
to nothing for two years past. 

Brother J. P., of M. B., aged 64, 
a local preacher twenty-nine years. 
Is a bachelor, and by trade a tailor, 
but is so much paralysed that he 
cannot work ; he has no means what- 
ever, and only receives 3s. 6d. weekly 
from the parish. The local secretary 
Wrote, saying, " I hope you will help 
him , or he must go into the workhouse." 

Brother J. B., of K., aged 73, a local 
preacher thirty-nine years. His wife's 
age is 82. They have five children. 
He was a labourer in a coal mine, 
and he keeps the village post-office. 
He has been paralysed in his limbs 
for more than a year. He receives ' 
&6. a week from a benefit society. 



Brother J. C, of B., aged 68, a 
local preacher for forty years ; has a 
wife aged 60, and four children. He 
has been a farm labourer. His full 
wages were 12s. a week ; he is now 
quite unable to work, from rheumatism 
and lumbago. The Mayor of B., who 
is a local preacher, wrote to say that 
he had known J. C. fifty years ; that 
he is a man of superior ability as a 
preacher, being welcomed in the best 
chapels of the circuit, but that his 
bodily strength is worn out. 

Brother G. D., of A., aged 74, is a 
day labourer, but cannot do more than 
one week's work in eight weeks. He 
has a wife aged- 74 ; his six children 
are all away from him and cannot 
help him. Poverty and old age are 
the grounds of his claim. 

Brother J. D., of B., aged 69, a 
local preacher thirty-six years. Has 
a wife aged 68. He is a nail-forger, 
but cannot work at his trade, through 
ill-health. He has 4s. 6d. from an- 
other sick club, which is all his income 
besides our help. 

Brother J. S., of B., aged 60, a local 
preacher for twenty-nine years ; has a 
wife aged 60. and nine children, but 
receives only trifling aid from any of 
them. He is a wire-worker, but being 
nearly blind, cannot earn anything. 

Brother W. L., of M., aged 79, a 
local preacher sixty-one years. Is a 
widower ; he has two sons who have 
no power to help him, one of them is 
paralysed and in the workhouse. 
Our brother is by trade a silk throws- 
ter ; now turns a patent mangle for 
a shilling a week, and receives an- 
other shilling sometimes from a local 
benevolent society. He suffers from 
diabetes. 

Five widows of deceased brethren 
were added to the list at 2s. 6d. 
weekly each. Their ages average 
over 70 years. 

In addition, nine brethren had their 
pay increased; five of them 2s. a 
week each, and four of them Is. a 
week each. The ages of these nine 
ranged from 67 to 86, the average 
being 76 years. 

The death of Brother G. B. Cha- 
loner, of London, causes another 
break in tlie ranks of those who, in 
early days, were the advocates and 
defenders of our Association. 

o 2 
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At the monthly meeting in Decem- 
ber, the following resolution was ona- 
nimonsly adopted : — 

"That this Committee having 
heard of the death of Mr. Q. B. Cha- 
loner, for many years editor, and 
lately the printer of their Magazine, 
desire to express their hi|<h appre- 
ciation of the services he has rendered 
to their cause, and tlieir deep regret 
at his death. They do also most 
sincerely sympathise with the widow 
and family in this severe loss, and 
hope that the God of the widow and 
fatherless will still be their support 
and stay." 

It is matter for devout thankfulness 
to Almighty God that, after thirty-one 



years, so many of us who assisted in 
starting this Association are yet 
alive, and well able and willing to 
advocate its claims in the Methodist 
Churches. It is our hope and trust 
that, as the elders are called away, 
younger brethren will from time to 
time devote themselves to this cause ; 
and more effectually carry on in future 
vears the work which their elder 
brethren and fathers began and sus- 
tained in the past And to Hiii, 
through whose good Spirit all good 
work is done, be all the honour and 
glory, both now and for evermore. 
Amen. 

The General Secretary read the 
Balance-sheets. 



Dr. 



YEARLT ABSTRACT OF CASH AGGOXTNT. 



£ 8. d. 



1880, May 19. 
Balance in hand .m m. 

Entrance Fees 219 8 

Fines ... 4 18 

LegMoies and Donations 996 8 

Free SnbHcriptions ... 1098 6 

Members' SnbsoriptionB 1291 1 




6 


6 



TOSK, 

June 6th, 1880. 



£ 8. d. 
676 10 



DividendM on JB11,168 4s. 6d. Con- 
sola and New Three per Gents. 
Profit on Local Pnaonem' Mag. 



8608U 



829 8 
85 11 



2 
8 



£ 4644 16 6 | 



1880, May 19. £ u. 

Expenses on Bemit- 

t<<noes 4 10 

Withdrawals ••• 12 6 

Annuities 148*2 18 

Sick ... ... ..• cat ••« lloo 2 

Deaths ... 895 



Oeneral Expenses 

Purchase of ^£800 Consols 
Balance in hand ... ... 



Or, 
d. £ 8. d. 

2 


6 
2 




80091610 
889 8 6 
292 17 6 

lOOflU 7 

£4644 15 5 



Examined and found correct, W. B. SC AMAN, ) . .^,^.« 

J. B. HILL, 'I^TOXTOBi. 



Jh. 



MAGAZINE PUBLISHING AGGOUKT. 

£ B. d. 



To paper, printinff, and stitching 81,880 

numbers, 1879 177 11 

Profit on the year 86 11 8 



Or. 
£ B.d. 



£218 2 8 



By Bnles, 1879:— 

80.800 numbers at 12s. per 100 ... 184 16 

44 back numbers at l^d 6 6 

150 do. do. at 28. per 100 8 

108 bound in 9 vols, at 2b. 8d. ... 10 8 

Advertisements 10 14 6 



£196 19 8 
Less Publisher's Commission ... 19 14 



£177 6 8 
89 pages of Adyertisements ... 86 U 
Profit on Bey. N. Eelynack's 
Sermon ... ... ••• • ... 5 



£218 S 8 



MAGAZINE STOGE AGGOXTNT. 



Deo. 1878 Stock in hand— numbers ... 16,140 
„ 1879. Added this year ... ... ... 81,850 



ToUl 



46,990 



TOBK, 

5th June, 188a 



1879. Sold numbers and one vol. ... 81,10^ 
„ Stock in hand ,.. 15,666 




Examined and found correet, W. R SC AMAH , I . ^,.««- 

J. B.HILL, 'l^TOitoBS. 
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GENERAL BALAKGE AOOOUNT. 



O. 



£ B. d. 



1880«Mft7l9. 

Joint Stock Account, being the en- 
tire property of the Assooiiition 
at the huit Annual Meeting 10,988 18 7 

Add excess of income oyer the ex- 
penditure this year 819 1 



£11,667 18 8 



10,666 1 1 



1880, May 19. JB 8. d. £. f. d. 

By dBU,168 48. 6d. Con- 
sols, &o., at cost price 
Purchased as follows : — 

£1100 invested in 1860 lUOO 10 

600 ditto 1861 481 17 6 

1000 ditto 1869 962 18 9 

400 ditto 1868 882 10 

1000 ditto 1880 981 6 

700 ditto 1866 616 

800 ditto 1867 279 16 

100 ditto 1669 98 6 

900 ditto 1878 184 16 

400 ditto 1874 869 10 

1000 ditto 1876 987 7 6 

600 ditto 1876 478 17 6 

1000 ditto 1877 966 6 

1800 ditto 1878 1244 7 6 
1868 4s. 6d. New 

8 per Cents. 1879 1264 4 10 

800 ditto 1880 292 17 6 



£11,168 4s. 6d. 

Cash in hands of Treasurer 1,009 12 7 



£11,667 18 8 



ToBX, 

6th June, 1880. 



Examined and found correct, 



W. B. 8CAMAN, ) a™,«,««o 
J. R. HILL, •JAuDMOEa. 



Bro. Rose, of Aylesbury, proposed, 
Bro. Garrett, of Halifax, seconded, 
**That the report and balaoce-siieets 
be adopted, that they be printed and 
circulated together with the usual 
statistics, with the addition of the 
names and addresses of all the branch 
secretaries, under the direction of the 
General Committee." 

After some conversation, in which 
Messrs. Hardy, Gossons, Chamber- 
lain and otliers took part, the motion 
was unanimously adopted. 

The Hon. Secretary nominated as 
I^resident for the year, Bro. A. J. N. 
Cliamberlin, of Wroxham, near Nor- 
wich. Bro. A. R. Johnson nominated 
Bro. C. S. Madder, of Aylesbury. 
Bro. Bowron nominated Bro. Hard- 
ing, of London. He, however, very 
gracefully declined to be put in nomi- 
nation. 

On a suggestion from the President, 
Bros. Chamberlin and Madder retired 
from the meeting during tlie di^cus- 
Bion, in which Bros. Jameson, Daws, 
Hume, Rose, Benson, Towns, Neal, 
and Wright took part. 

Bro. Rose nominated Bro. J. Carter 
as Treasurer. 

Bro. Thompson nominated Bro. T. 
Chamberlain as Hon. Sec. 



Bro. A. R. Johnson commended the 
brethren he had nominated as new 
members of Committee, Bro. Oossons 
did the like for those he had nomi- 
nated. 

The voting papers were distributed. 

While the brethren were marking 
the ballot papers, the President took 
the opportunity of announcing that 
the authorities of the York Museum 
had given free admission to the dele- 
gates on showing their Plan ; an au- 
nouncement which was suitably 
acknowledged. 

Bro. Amphlett proposed that the 
best thanks of the meeting be pre- 
sented to Bro. J. Milsom for his ser- 
vices during the pastyear as President 
of the Association. Bro. Alderman 
Dowsing seconded the proposition, 
which was carried unanimously. 

Bro. Durley proposed, and Bro. 
Tearle seconded, that the best thanks 
of the meeting be presented to Bro. 
J. Carter for his services as treasurer. 
Carried unanimously. 

Bro. Towne proposed that the best 
thanks of the meetmg be presented to 
Bro. T. Chamberlain for his services 
as honorary secretary. Bro. A. R, 
Johnson seconded the motion, which 
was also carried unanimously. 



su 
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' Bro. Benson proposed, Bro. J. Gar- 
ter seconded, the best thanks of 
the meeting to Bro. George Sims for 
his earnest devotion to the work of 
the Association as general secretary. 
This also was nnanimonsly carried. 

The Honorary Secretary gave in- 
formation to the meeting as to what 
had transpired respecting the Memo- 
rial presented from the General Com- 
mittee to the Wesleyan Conference, 
in reference to the sum to be set apart 
from the Thanksgiving Fund for poor 
and aged Local Preachers. 

The Scmtineers reported the. fol- 
lowing nnmbers for President : — 

G. S. Madder . . 80 votes. 

A. J. N. Chamberlin 11 „ 

Treasurer — J. Carter. 

Hon. Sec. — Thos. Chamberlain. 

Bro. Milsom congratulated Bro. 
Madder on his sppointment, wishing 
him all possible blessing and success 
daring his year of office. 

Bro. Madder expressed his thank- 
fulness to the brethren for the honour 
they had conferred, and pledged him- 
self to the earnest prosecution of the 
work of the Association. 

Bro. Chamberlin expressed his 
congratulations to Bro. Madder, and 
his conviction that the appointment 
was in answer to the prayers of the 
brethren. 

The Hon. Secretary gave informa- 
tion to the meeting as to the conduct 
of the Local Preachebs* Magazine, 
after which Bro. G. Johnson, of 
Faversbam, moved that the best 
thanks of the meeting be given to the 
Editors for their conduct of the Maga- 
zine, and that it be continued as here- 
tofore. Bro. Durley seconded the 
motion, which Bro. Stephens sup- 
ported. Bro. Cossons suggested to 
the Editors the propriety of having a 
more presentable cover. Bro. Mil- 
som suggested that brethren should 
send copies of the Magazine to friends 
with the view of eliciting support 
from those who at present are in 
ignorance of our operations. Bro. 
Bowron spoke to the efficiency of the 
Magazine. Bro. Cross, of Scar- 
borough, thought that its popularity 
might be increased. Bro. Webster 
moved the adjournment of the dis- 
cussion. 

Hymn 805 was sung, and Bev. 



Robert Bond closed the sitting witii 
prayer. 

AFTEBNOON SITTING. 

The afternoon Session was com- 
menced at half-past two o'clock, the 
President, Mr. C. S. Madder, in the 
chair. 

Hymn 827 was sung, and Bros. 
Stephens and Garrett engaged in 
prayer. 

The minutes of the morning sitting 
were read and confirmed. 

The Scmtineers announced the 
following elections for Committee :— 
Bros. Amphlett, 77 votes; Hill, 75; 
Webster, 71; W. B. Carter, 67; 
Cropper, 61 ; Candler, 69 ; Leach, 
67 ; Wright, 61 ; Harding, 60 ; Wade, 
47. 

Bro. Webster opened the conversa- 
tion on the question of the Magazine, 
thinking the contents were very nse- 
fril. Bro. King deprecated the remo- 
val of the engravings on the cover. 
Bro. Cossons moved a resolution that 
the blocks on cover be taken away, 
which Bro. Hume seconded. Bros. 
A. K. Johnson, Garrett, Amphlett, 
Layoock, Dowsing, Chamberlain, and 
Lockwood, took part in the conversa- 
tion. 

The original motion of thanks to 
the Editors having been carried an- 
animously, the question was discassed 
whether a plain or pictorial cover 
should be adopted in future, when 34 
voted for a plain cover, and 46 for a 
pictorial one. Bro. Amphlett then 
proposed, and Bro. Chamberlin se- 
conded, that the character of the 
cover both as to colour and ornamenta- 
tion be referred to the General Com- 
mittee, whicli was carried. 

Bro. Turtle gave a very cordial 
invitation to the brethren to hold their 
next annual meeting at Sheffield. Bro. 
A. K. Johnson moved, Bro. Bose 
seconded, that the invitation be ac- 
cepted. Carried unanimously. 

The Hon. Secretary proposed read- 
ing draft of Trust Deed, a printed 
copy of which had been put into the 
hands of the brethren, but on the 
ground of not having had time care- 
fully to consider the matter, Bro. 
Andrew suggested that its considera- 
tiou be postponed till to-morrow 
morning. Agreed. 
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It was proposed by Bro. Mitchell, 
of Hull, seconded by Bro. Amphlett, 
that it is desirable a Representative 
be sent to the annual meeting of the 
Local Preachers at Baltimore, United 
States, in October next. After some 
considerable discussion the motion 
was carried with one dissentient. 

Bro. ChamberHn moved that Bro. 
Jameson be sent. Bro. Harding sng- 
geeted that it was desirable some one 
beside should accompany him. Bro. 
Cossons moved that Bro. Milsom do 
80. Bro. Harding seconded this, 
which was carried unanimously. 
Bros. Jameson and Milsom having 
intimated their willingness to comply 
with the request of the brethren, if 
practicable, the Eev. Robert Bond 
concluded the sitting with prayer. 

Public Meeting. 

The Public Meeting was held on 
Monday evening, June 7th, in Cen- 
tenary Chapel, which was well at- 
tended. J. R. Hill, Esq., presided, 
and was supported by Revs. Robert 
Bond and George Woodcock, and a 
large number of representatives. 
The Hon. Sec. read extracts from the 
report, and the meeting was addressed 
by Mr. C. S. Madder, the newly- 
appointed President ; Mr. J. Milsom, 
ex-President ; Mr. John Field, Repre- 
sentative from the Local Preachers in 
America; Mr. Bowron, and other 
friends. 

Tuesday Sitting. 

The Tuesday Morning Session was 
begun at half- past nine o'clock ; the 
President in the chair. 

After singing Hymn 340, Bros. 
White, of Salford. and Cole, of Shef- 
field, engaged in prayer. 

The President stated that in the 
past day he had seemed to be in a 
dream, but that morning, realising 
the fact of his position, he earnestly 
requested the prayers of his brethren 
during the year. 

The Minutes of preceding meeting 
were read and confirmed. 

It having been intimated to the 
meeting that Bro. Chamberlin had 
suddenly been summoned home on 
account of family affliction, Bro. 
Dowsing moved, and Bro. Hume 
seconded, that a vote of sympathy 



with our brother in his anxiety be 
forwarded by the General Secretary. 
Carried unanimously. 

A Petition to the House of Com- 
mons in favour of closing public- 
houses on the Sunday was presented 
to the meeting, when Bro. Chamber- 
lain proposed, Bro. Milsom seconded^ 
and Bro. Rose supported, that the 
President sign the Petition on the 
part of the brethren assembled, and 
that the Petition be presented by one 
of the members for York. Carried 
with acclamation. 

Bro. Chamberlain then presented 
to the meeting the draft of proposed 
Trust Deed and pointed out an 
omission which had somehow oc- 
curred. He had consulted not only 
with Mr. Ingle, but also with Mr. 
Waddy, and they were quite of 
opinion that the omission should be 
rectified ; he therefore moved — ** That 
a clause be inserted giving power to 
the Trustees at the request of the 
General Committee, to sell out any 
portion of the Capital Sum, and apply 
the same in the same manner as the 
Dividends, Interest, and Income 
thereof," and with this addition, 
" that the Deed be at once exe- 
cuted." 

Bro. Milsom seconded the proposi- 
tion. 

Bro. Andrew moved as an amend- 
ment — " That in order to afford the 
members of the Association due op- 
portunity for considering the pro- 
visions of the proposed Trust Deed, 
such Deed be printed in the Local 
Preaohers* Magazine for August 
next, and that any suggested altera- 
tions therein must be forwarded to 
the Editors of that Mat^azine before 
the 1st of November next, none to be 
accepted later than such date; that 
these proposed alterations be printed 
in the same Magazine for January, 
1881, said the final adoption of the 
Deed be deferred till the next Annual 
General Meeting of the same year." 

Bro. Garrett seconded the amend- 
ment. A long discussion ensued, in 
which Bros. Taylor, of Dukinfield, 
Leathley, of Bradford, Durley, Hay, 
Sails, Stephens, Cossons» King, and 
Benson took part ; and it being now 
time to adjourn for the Communion 
Service, the further consideration of 
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the mfttier was postponed, on the mo- 
tion of Bro. Cooper, of HolL 

Bro. Darlej closed the sitting with 
prayer. 

The service in the Centenary Cha- 
pel was began by Rev. Robert Bond 
giving; ont 30th Hymn, which was 
heartily snog, after which Rev. 
George H. Shafto, of Oakwortb, 
engaged in prayer. The Rev. Joshna 
Mason, chairman of the York Dis- 
trict, had engaged to deliver the 
address, bnt he had been suddenly 
called from home. He had, how- 
ever, written an address, which in his 
absence was read by his colleague, 
Rev. Joshna Haigh. As the address 
will appear in extenso in the Maga- 
zine, it is unnecessary to give any 
summary. On the conclusion of the 
address the Sacrament of the Lord's 
Supper was administered by Rev. 
John Rhodes, assisted by Rev. Rich- 
ard Patch, with other ministers. The 
interesting and profitable service was 
concluded by Bro. Hay, of Louth, 
and Rev. — McKay, New Connexion 
minister, enji[aging in prayer. 

The afternoon meeting was com- 
menced at half-past two o'clock, the 
President in the chair. Hymn 861 
was sung, and Bros. Taylor and 
Mason engaged in prayer. 

The Minutes of the Morning Session 
were read and confirmed. 

As the time had arrived for Bro. 
Field to leave, the President called 
npon him to say a few words to the 
brethren. 

Bro. Field, who was evidently 
labouring under great emotion, could 
not thank the brethren enough for 
the kind reception he had received ; 
a reception he was sure which in- 
cluded his brethren in America. He 
was very grateful to his Heavenly 
Father for bringing him to that 
meeting. He had no manner of 
doubt about his call to the work of 
preacliing the Gospel of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. He wished to correct 
a slight mistake which had occured 
at the large meeting in the chapel 
on the preceding evening as to the 
number of Local Preachers in the 
United States. There were about 
25,000 Local Preachers in America, 
and the National Association there, 
was endeavouring to call them all 



tc^ether. They were labouring to 
forget any little differences. They 
were getting enough religion, not only 
to look over, but to step over any 
barriers or fences that mi^^ht have 
been raised. They were getting more 
and more '' one in Christ Jesus," and 
he was delighted to find the same 
spirit prevalent in their meeting. Aod 
now they had to part. Such parting 
belongs to this life. But a very 
solemn feeling came over him at the re- 
flection that in all human probability 
tiiey would never meet here again. 
But another reflection came. We 
shall all meet again. He wanted 
to say that the brethren in America 
were one in heart and one in aim, 
desirous of continuing in the prose- 
cution of their work for the good of 
the world, and the building up of the 
kin>;dom of Christ among men. Be- 
fore leaving, he would like to say, that 
if any brethren wanted any informa- 
tion or any help which he could give, 
the Hon. Secretary had his address, 
and he should be only too pleased to 
give any assistance in his power; and 
may the blessing of G-od the Father, 
God the Son, and God the Holy 
Ghost, ever rest upon His brethren. 

Bro. Cooper reintroduced the sab- 
ject of the proposed Trust Deed, and 
was labouring under great doubts as 
to the responsibility of the Trustees 
for the Funds. Bros. Brairabridge, 
Garrett, G. Johnson, Rose, Hardy, 
Carter, Cossons, Dowsing, and Towne 
continued tiie discussion, and ulti- 
mately the proposal of the Hon. Sec., 
of giving power to the Trustees, when 
required by the General Committee, 
to sell out and appropriate part of 
Capital to the uses of the Association, 
was unanimously adopted; bat the 
completion of the Deed was post- 
poned till next Annual Meeting. 

Bro. Andrews* amendment was then 
made a substantive motion, and un- 
animously carried. 

The ex- President made some re- 
marks upon continued efforts for the 
extension of the Association, and 
urg^d upon the brethren renewed 
exertions, especially in Leeds, Bristol, 
Newcastle, Eastern Counties, Kent, 
Sussex, Liverpool, and Cornwall. 
Bros. Dowsing, Durley, Holmes, SiiilSi 
Lenton, Hardy, Braimbridge, and 
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■others took part in the conversa- 
tioD. 

A letter was read from Bro. Henry 
Heed enclosing a cheque for j610, and 
asking to retire from his office of 
Trustee. Resolved — That our best 
thanks be sent to Bro. Reed, and ask- 
iag him to allow his name to stand 
as Trustee for another year. 

The usual votes of thanks, (a.) To 
the Ministers and Trustees of the 
Chapels which have so kindly been 
placed at our disposal ; (b,) To the 
friends who have so hospitably enter- 
tained us ; (o.) To the Local Com- 
mittee and Oihcers for their Itiborious 
and successful efforts in preparing 
for this Annual Meeting ; were then 
unanimously passed. 

Resolved — That the thanks to our 
hosts be- printed on a suitable card, 
and sent to them. 

Resolved — That the thanks of the 
meeting be given to Rev. Joshua 
Mason for his address, and that the 
same be inserted in the Magazine. 

Bro. Hill replied on behalf of the 
Trustees; Bro. Webster responded on 
hehalf of the Local Officials, and also 
narrated his experience in extending 
the Association during the year. Bro. 
Wain also responded. 

Hymn 872 was sung, and Bros. 
Hill and Towne closed with prayer. 
Tiie President pronounced the Bene- 
diction, and the 32nd Aggregate 
Meeting came to an end. 

The net amount of ooUections is 

iim. 



passing ({bents* 



In order that the Times may re- 
port the later Parliamentary speeches, 
wires have been laid between the 
House of Commons and Printiug- 
HoQse Square, and one of EJisou's 
loud-speaking telephones at either end 
— the reporter at the House of Com- 
mons is thus successfully put in im- 
mediate communication with the 
compositor. 

A BBEAEf AST meeting has been held 
at the Cannon Street Hotel with a 
view to afford some of the leading 
Nonconformists an opportunity of 
meeting those friends of religious 



equality who have been elected mem- 
bers of the new Parliament. Mr. 
Richard was chairman, and stated 
his belief that among the members 
of the New Parliament there were 
more than 100 Nonconformists pro- 
per. Notwithstanding their increasing 
strength the Nonconformists wisely 
decide not to be hasty in pushing 
extreme measures. 

At a meeting of the Church of 
England Temperance Society, held in 
St. Andrew's Hall, Norwich, the 
Bishop of Norwich advocated Legis* 
lative interference with the drink 
traffic, in the following words : ** I 
think every person will reasonably 
allow that the Acts of the Legislature 
not only may, but continually do, 
either encourage or discourage liabits, 
not only of intemperance, but habits 
of other kinds too. They cannot fail 
to do so: and consequently I think 
that it is only reasonable to expect 
that our Legislature will in its enact* 
ments do everything in its power to 
discourage habits of intemperance, 
and to remove and not to multiply the 
causes of intemperance. It is the 
duty of the Legislature to restrict the 
individual liberty for the public good, 
and to restrict any particular or in» 
dividual trade whicti is acting dis- 
advantageous ly to the general welfare 
of the public.'* 

In a series of letters which Mr. 
Wm. Hoyle has been writing to the 
Times, it appears that, as compared 
with the'lasC seven years, the amount 
of money spent in intoxicating liquors, 
is much less for the year just past. 
The amounts thus spent for the years 
1877 and 1878, were for eaci year 
142 millions; while for 1879 the 
amount was ^128,143,86-1:, thus show- 
ing a decrease of fourteen millions. 
Mr. Hoyle maintains that tiie de- 
crease is not all to be attributed to 
the liardness of the times, as the 
amount spent for tea and coffee have, 
in the meantime, materially increased. 

An interesting discovery of a fossil 
forest has been made at Edge-lane 
quarry, Oldham. The trees number 
about t«velve, and some of them are 
two feet in diameter. They are in good 
preservation. The roots can be- seen 
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iiiierUusiiig the nock, and the fronds 
of ferna axe to be found imprinted on 
every piece of stone. 

According to a statement from Mr. 
Cocksedge, of Stowmarket, electricity 
as a motiTO power, has been applied 
to one of Howard's doable forrow 

Slooghs, at the Agricnltnral Show, 
iar-le-Doc in France. The power 
was conveyed in an instant from the 
main power in the show-yard, by a 
coil 01 wire on wooden reels, long 
enough to reach acTeral fields off. The 
plongh worked clean and regularly, 
about seven or eight inches deep. 
Directly the plough reached the end 
of its course, it was lowered and re- 
turned; the machine being thrown 
out of gear and reversed with the 
greatest ease. Mr. Cocksedge regards 
electricity as a motive power, as being 
only in its infancy. 

Colonel Bjeaumont has been ex- 
perimenting with a new compressed 
air-engine at Woolwich. It is quite 
possible that compressed air may be 
applicable for tramway service, and 
also for working the traffic of under- 
ground railways. 

Db. HuMPHBEY, F.R.S., Professor 
of Anatomy, has just been delivering 
the Bede Lecture in the Senate House 
at Cambridge. He stated that the 
Geological record had hitherto given 
no indications of the evolution of man ; 
and intimated that the bowels of the 
earth beneath the dry land or ocean, 
may some day yield information upon 
the subject. Dr. Humphrey concluded 
with the following words; — "After 
all, to the burning questions Whence? 
and Where? Whence comest thou, 
O man, and whither goest thou ? I 
am compelled to answer that we 
find ourselves simply floating on the 
streams of time. Whether we peer 
fore or aft, it is obscurity. We are 
still children crying in the night, 
children crying for the light and with 
no language but a cry.*' 

The Rev. George Nugee has been 
giving a lecture at St. George's Hall, 
on a proposal for colonising Pales- 
tine by Jews. The lecturer inciden- 
tally mentioned that half the Uni- 
versity students, half the barristers, 
and more than half the merchants of 



Vienna belonged to the Jewish race.. 
The plan advocated was to purchase 
1,500,000 acres, to introduce a Euro- 
pean element into its government, and 
to settle colonies of Jewish farmezs 
The Sultan is reported to have re- 
ceived the plan favoorably. 

The history of the Sandwich Is- 
lands is indeed remarkable. Only 100 
years ago the inhabitants clnbbed 
Captain Cook to death ; whereas now 
the native population has advanced 
to a state of high civilisation. A 
reading-room in Honolulu gives access 
to the leading periodicals of the world, 
and one newsagent supplies upwards 
of 100 difiierent publications to his 
customers. 

As a proof of the impression which 
some of the leading members of the 
Church of England wish to produce, 
it may be stated that, in the late Con- 
vocation of Canterbury, the Bishop 
of London moved a resolution pro- 
posing an address to the Queen which 
contained the words — " We belieTe 
that the Church of England retains 
its hold over the affections of nine- 
tenthsloi Her Majesty's subjects." 
This resolution of the Bishop of Lon- 
don appears to have been overruled 
next day by an amendment, proposed 
by Canon Gregory. Had the above 
words gone to the Queen, they would 
have been most misleading and un- 
true. 

The value of the pearls taken in the 
Persian Gulf in 1879 was set down at 
about ig300,000. As many as thirty 
divers are reported to have lost their 
lives, most of them being victims of 
sea-monsters. 

The Methodist Recorder for June 
4th, professes to give a correct state- 
ment of the various District returns 
as to numbers — a statement which 
deserves to be thoroughly investi- 
gated. During the past years as many 
as 40,620 new members joined the 
societies, in addition to 25,055 on 
trial; and yet, notwithstanding the 
gathering in of upwards of 40.000. 
a decrease of 939 is on the whole 
reported as having taken place in 
Great Britain, when at the same tune 
only 5,882 are returned as having 
died ; thus leaving the immense nam- 
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ber of 84,299 of the new members to 
be aceoonted for — provided we are 
right in snpposinf^ that the Dnmber 
reported as new members does not 
include those reported to be on trial. 
But provided we do mistake the 
meaning of the figures, there woald 
still be a deficiency of nearly 10,000. 

In reviewing the state ot things as 
naalting from the return of the New 
I^liament, the Licensed Vietualiers* 
Guardian has said, *'In the whole 
history of the temperance movement 
they never before possessed half the 
strength they do at the present mo- 
ment." 

One of those remarkable articles 
for which the Times is occasionally 
so renowned, appeared recently in a 
leader headed Spiritual Destitution 
IHD THE Church. The writer says : 
" Great as the money difficulty is, it 
is not the greatest. The people can- 
not be found to do the work. The 
work for which the new workers and 
the fresh young hands are wanted, 
is the largest and the most important 
part of the work to be done. Spiri- 
taal destitution does not mean so 
much a deficiency of churches, or 
even of preachers, as of men who will 
bring the wanderers to church, and 
persnade them to hear a sermon and 
join in religious service — ^men who 
will discharge all the humble and 
self-denying duties which are the im- 
memorial characteristics of the Good 
Shepherd. The creation and support 
of a numerous order, willing and 
competent to deal with the masses 
that are, and the masses yearly added 
to them, is a chimera. The work 
only waits for those who will do it ; 
and they who will do it want no 
cause but the necessity itself, and no 
authority beyond the natural claim 
that one neighbour has on the kind 
wrvices of another." 



An Evangelist's Note Booh ; Papers 
on Methodist Mission Work. By 
Edward Smith, Wesleyan Minister. 
London: The Methodist Office, 
817, Strand. Price Sixpence. 
These Notes appeared in The Metho- 
^t newspaper, and racy things they 



aro too. They would do the dead and 
alive, the stiff and starched, and the 
very respectable Methodists a word 
ol good if they would read them. 
Even the zealous might get their 
zeal quickened by their perusal. We 
find he agrees with us in our notes on 
the new hymn book as it respects the 
ejection of hymns 24 and 25, these 
hymns being admirably adapted to 
the state of an inquirer. He says ; 
•' All ye that pass by," and " Ye that 
pass by behold the Man,'' are in- 
valuable when quoted to inquirers 
(page 28) . We say (Local PREACHKRa* 
Magazine, page 21, 1876) " One would 
think that the majority of the com- 
pilers had not read the life of Charles 
Wesley when they voted that hymna. 
24 and 25 should be left out of the 
new book." Brother Locals, get this 
pamphlet, and get your revival fire 
kindled afresh. 

The Innocents; a Poem^ in Three 
Books. By Samuel Wray. Lon- 
don: Hodder and Stoughton. Price 
7s. 6d. 

We have read this book of 320 pages 
through : we cannot say the same of 
every book that comes into our hands. 
The first book of the poem is headed 
** Rachel Weeping," and contains 
thirty-four pieces. The second book 
is headed *' The Nursery," and con^ 
tains fifty-two pieces. The third book 
is headed " The Vacant Crib,'* and 
contains seventy-two pieces. The 
writer says in his preface, ''Some 
forty or fifty verses were written as a 
special attempt to give solace in a 
case of peculiar sorrow. Of the four 
children of a worthy couple, belong- 
ing to one of the writer's pastoral 
charges, the first three died in their 
infancy; the other lived several 
years, and then died suddenly." 

The writer holds the view of the 
certainty of infant salvation. The 
poem, as a whole, is intended to im* 
part consolation to bereaved parents. 
It is not mournful, it is not joyous. 
The writer takes the reader by the 
hand, and they walk together over a 
pleasant plain, and hold delightful 
communings one with the other. The 
writer never sinks below and neve 
rises above a certain level. Hi^^ 
metre is the same throughout ; thi^ 



^▼es a tftmeneM to hu poem, bat his 
work has beeo done with great care ; 
we do not remember a false rhjme 
in the poem, although ererj alternate 
line a4seording to the stmctore of the 
Terse is made to rhyme together. 

There are four parties engaged in 
the production of a book — the author, 
the paper-maker, the printer, and the 
binder. The paper is all that it could 
be, a fine drawing paper. The print- 
ing does great credit to Butler and 
Tanner. From beginning to the end 
we have not discovered a single mis- 
take. Then the binding is elegantly 
chase, bevelled boards and gilt edges. 
We know not when we have seen a 
book, the getting up of which has 
pleased us as this has done. It would 
be an ornament to the table of the 
highest noble in the land. 

We give the following, being the 
dlst piece in the third book, page 237. 
We should say that every piece is 
beaded by a text of Scripture. 

BBING FLOWEBS. 

** As /or man, his days are as grass : as 
ajlower of the JUld, so he flourisheth. For 
me wind passeth over it, and it is gone ; 
and the place thereof shall kn&w it no 
mare"— rtaXm dii. 16, 16. 

Bbiho flowers, fresh flowers, to grace her 
tomb; 

She was so young, so fair, 
So like them in their transient bloom, 

Bring flowers to scatter there I 

Bring all that gentle zephyrs stir. 

From mom to evening shade. 
Whereof the shrewd phHosopher 

A fragrant dial made. 

Kot SQch the hotbed's fleeting boast. 

As flare in tropic skies ; 
Bnt thosa that on onr bleaker coast 

In modest worth arise. 

Onie snowdrop, Febroary's child. 

Pare as the new-fallen snow, 
Where bows its head in beauty mild, 

Like pity soothing woe. 

The violet by the woodland path, 

That many a pilgrim cheers ; 
The spring-prociaimiog primrose rathes 

That stills his boding fears. 

Wan cowslip, slim anemone. 
Sweet marjoram from the hill, 

Bosemary by the sounding sea. 
The nodding daffodil. 

Oay crocus, odorous mehlot, 

The white and azure bell. 
Affection's prized forgct-iUe-not, 

The cheerful pimpemeL 



The da^y,glflt7.rimmed that peeps 
Above the irarj grass. 

To whLiper" summer hitfaar creeps 1'* 
And waits to see it pass. 

Bring lilies white, for umoeent 
And pure she was as these ; 

And htnig red roses, redolent 
Of 



With busy hands sod nimble feet, 
Through all the rffwging year. 

Bring flowers, fresh flowers — ^whate'er if 
meet 
To deck a maiden's bier. 

A little while in pride they bloom, 

Then fade like her away 1 
Anon to quit their wintry tomb, 

In beantifnl amy. 

Bring flowers, the sweet, the grave, Um 

Bhe was so young, so f^ir — 
Bo rests in hope her slumbering day. 
Bring flowers to scatter there 1 

Trees of the Lord, or Emblem of 
Christian Life. With IQustrations 
by Charles Shergold, Minister of 
the Gospel. London : Elliot Stock. 
Price ds. 6d. 

It is well when the new-bom sonl 
has its attention arrested by the 
beautiful productions of its Heavenly 
Father. This book is admirably cal- 
culated to accomplish this object 
Trees are brought from Nature's 
garden and made emblems of the 
Christian life. There is the cedar 
tree, the mustard tree, the vine, the 
palm tree, the olive tree, the citron 
tree, the tree of life. The Ghristian 
in his healthy and Tigorous BtatCi 
" shall be like a tree planted by the 
rivers of water, that bringeth forth 
his fruit in his season ; his leaf also 
shall not wither ; and whatsoever he 
doeth siiall prosper " (Psalm i. 3). 

The book is well got up, printing, 
paper, and binding; containiDg 304 
pages, and eight good illustrations of 
Bible trees. It is admirably adapted 
as a present to a thoughtful friend, 
a book which may be read and re- 
read with pleasure and profit. 



CHANCE. 

What can be more foolish to think 
than that all this rare fabric of heaven 
and earth could come by chancy 
when all the skill of art is not able to 
make an oyster. 
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JULY. 

JuLT, the seventh month of the year, 
was ori|<inally the fifth, and was called 
by the Romans, in regard to its nnme- 
rical station, Quintilit. Mark An- 
tony altered the name to Jalins, the 
Gentile name of Gains Cssar, the 
Dictator, who was born in it. 

In the Old Latin or Alban Calen- 
dar, this month had a complement of 
thirty-six days ; Romulus reduced 
them to thirty-ooe ; Numa to thirty ; 
but Julius Offisar restored the day of 
which Numa had deprived it, which 
it has ever since retained. 

Oar Anglo-Saxon Ancestors called 
July Maed-monath, '*Mead month,' 
from the Meads being then in their 
bloom. 

The son rises on the 1st at forty- 



nine minutes after three, and sets at 
eighteen minutes after eight. On the 
81st the sun rises at twenty-four 
minutes after four, and sets at forty* 
eight minutes after 7 ; being a re- 
duction of twenty -one minutes light 
in the morning and thirty minutes ia 
the evening. The month begins on 
Thursday and ends on Saturday. 

New moon on the 7th and full oa 
the 21st of the month. 

The Weather Predictions. — July 
opens cool and showery ; 2nd and 3rd 
fine ; 4th and 5th showers ; 6th to 
12th, fine summer weather ; 13th and 
14th, dashing rain ; 15th to 17th, fine 
and hot ; 18th to 2l8t, unsettled ; 
22nd and 23rd, variable ; 24th to 28th, 
fine and hot ; 29th and 30tli, showery; 
8lBt, fine. Our readers may take the 
predictions for what they are worth, 
and the curious amonflr them may 
watch the month to notice how far- 
they are verified. 
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HONOBABT MEMBERS. 

Ant person subscribing to the funds 
of the Association one guinea and up- 
wards is reckoned an ** Honorary 
Member," and is entitled to this 
Magazine, which will be sent post- 
free monthly. We are happy to add 
the following new members since the 
last month : — 
Mr. Whittaker, Walton, Norfolk. 
Miss Nelstrop, Pontefract. 
Mr. Jiio. Smitli, Hydropathic Es- 
tablishment, Limpley Stoke, nr. 
Bath. 
Angus Holden Esq., Mayor, Brad- 
ford, Yorkshire. 
Mr. Thos, Craig, at Mesrss. Hol- 
den and Sons, Bradford, York- 
shire. 
J. Bath, Esq., Bridlington. 



PRESIDENT'S LETTER. 

Dear Bro. Sims, — After our very 
snccessful meeting at York, Brother 
BeDson, Rose, and myself went to 
Scarboro* and held a meeting in the 
New Wesley an Chapel near the sta* 
tion. R. W. Calvert, Esq., took the 



chair, and his speech will not soon 
be forgotten. The Rev. W. Brymea 
in an admirable speech did us good 
service. Altogether it was a good 
meeting, and the financial result good, 
£4: lis. 6ti., considering that tho 
attendance was but small. 

The following day I went to Brid- 
lington and met the Rev. Mark 
Davenport and ten or twelve brethren^ 
It was proposed, seconded, and car- 
ried. That a Branch be formed ; about 
seven br^tiiren gave in their names, 
and J. Bath, Esq., as a new hon,. 
member. 

I hope to send you a list of new 
hon. members every month. 
Yours very truly, 

Charles Madoeb. 

THANKSGIVING. 
Dear Sir, — ^I have pleasure in 
handing you cheque for five pounds 
as a (lunation to Local Preacher's 
Mutual Aid' Association. I have for 
some time purposed giving this as a 
part of ray ** Tlianksgiving Fund " 
contribution, thinking that the claims 
of ouj^ needy brethren have been 
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lightly esteemed in respect to this 
Fund. 

I determined at some time to give 
it direct, and I do so now as an ex- 
pression of thanksgiving that Ood has 
fevoured onr City with His gracious 
blessings in the varioas meetings 
oond acted by the Local Preachers 
daring their annual meeting the last 
few days, and I wish this amount to 
be added to York contributions. 

Yours fraternally, 
A York Wbsletan Local Prbachjecb. 



GENEBAL COMMITTEE. 

The monthly meetint; was held in the 
8cf)ool-room''of the Centenary Chapel, 
York, on June 5tb, at 6 p.m. 

Present : The President, Treasurer, 
Honorary and General Secretaries; 
about thirty other members and many 
of the Bepresentatives. 

After a hymn had been sung, Bro- 
thers Berry and Madder engaged in 
prayer. 

The minutes were read and con- 
firmed. 

The monthly financial statement 
was read, the particulars of which 
appear in their report and balance- 
sheets. 

The case of Brother S., which stood 
over from last month, came on. A 
letter was read from his superinten- 
dent minister confirming former par- 
ticulars. Another letter from the 
brother himself stated that, although 
he worked with such pain, his health 
was BO improved that he hoped for 
better days, and withdrew his claim 
for the present. 

Secretary to write, conveying to the 
brother our cordial sympathy and 
best wishes, and assuring him that 
our funds would be at his service ac- 
cording to our Bule, should assistance 
be required. 

Brother J. B., of P., aged 70, a 
local preacher 39 years. A sawyer, 
but unable to follow his occupation ; 
has a wife aged 69, who has been laid 
aside by paralysis for several years. 
They have three children, but receive 
no help from them ; about seven sbil- 
linfsfs a week is their only income. 

Besolved, That this brother have 
48. a week. 

Letter read from Brother Barty 



Wake, of Highgate Bead, N.W., ooiw 
gratulating the brethren, and enclo- 
sing a cheque for two guineas for the 
funds. 

The draft report was read and 
adopted. 

It was resolved that the secretaiy 
shoald send the thanks of the Com- 
mittee to all donors of £10. 

The Treasurer stated that £700 
was on deposit at his banker's wait- 
ing for a favourable investment. 

The list of Sunday serviees wy 
read and perfected. 

A letter was read from Bev. Joshni 
Mason welcoming the brethren and 
regrettine his own absence through 
family affliction. The Hon. Secretaiy 
to reply with fraternal sympathy. 

Meeting closed with singing and 
prayer. 

Special Meetino op Genebal 
Committee. 

Held in the Glnssroom of the Cente- 
nary Chapel, York, Monday, 7th Jnne. 

Present: The President (Brother 
Madder), Ex-President, Treasorer, 
Honorary Secretary ; Brothers John- 
son, Webster, Wardley, Durley, Jame- 
son, Clapham, Andrew, Dowsing, 
Laycock, Amphlett, Cossons, Taitle, 
Cole, Hardy, Wain, Towns, Boae, 
Hinchcli£f and Mitchell. 

Brother Mils(m offered prayer. 

The subject of the General Secre- 
tary's salary was considered, and after 
mature deliberation it was unaoi- 
moasly Besolved, That the salary of 
the General Secretary be at the rate 
of £160 a year. 

Brother T. Hallam, of Manchester, 
having sent in his resignation, the 
same was accepted ; and in his room 
brother J. B. Ingle was unanimoasly 
elected. 

Brother Webster mentioned the 
case of Kirby Moor Side, where a 
new branch was being formed among 
whose members was one of 70 jeais 
old, bat the others were of the average 
of about 85 years. 

Besolved, That the members of thiB 
new branch be all admitted at the 
uniform rate of 10s. each. 

Brother J. A, of B's. case was laid 
before the meeting by two represen- 
tatives ; he is now receiving 2s. 6i 
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a week, bat is not likely to recover 
Ms health. 

Besolved, That the brother receive 
5b. from this date, provided he far- 
sish the reqaired particulars of his 
case on tiie usual form, and such be 
satisfactory to the next meeting of 
this Committee. 

Magazine: Letter read from Bro. 
P. Parker, suggesting that the report 
and statistics be printed in the Maga- 
zine only. After some consideration 
it was resolved to print the reports as 
usnal. 

The next monthly meeting was 
fixed to be at the President's honse 



(Brother Madder's), Aylesbury, no 
Wednesday, I4th July, at 1 o'clock 
p.m. 



DEATHS. 

May 5, 1880. Mrs. Johnson, Sunder- 
land Branch. Ko particulars. Claim £2, 

May — , 1880. Thomas Stephenson. 
Louth Branch, aged 74 years. Claim £8. 

May 20, 1880. Mrs. Nicholls, Wel- 
lington Branch, aged 71 years. Her 
end was peace. Claim £8. 

June 6, 1880. Ann Brunt, Cromford 
Branch, aged 64 years. Taken suddenly 
away, but she ** sleeps in Jesus." 
Claim £4. 



GASH RECEIVED BY THE GEI^EBAL TREASURER to Junb 15th, 1880. 



■LnotfOTut ... ••• ... ••• ... .•• 

WQ,TT%%gton ... ••• ••■ •«. ••• ••• 

Ftn<2«or-Mr. T. Chamberlain, J. P. hm. £1 Is; Mr. T.J. 
Fear,hm. £l Is ; Mr. R. Walker, hm. £1 Is... 

^ull - Mr. R. D. Barker, 6s ; Mr. J. Baimbrldge, hm. £1 Is ; 

Mrs. H. Brlggs, hm. £1 Is; Mr. H. H. Briggs, hm. £1 Is ; 

Mr. R. W. Brumby, hm. £1 Is ; Mr. T. B. Campbell, hm. 

£l 1b; Mr. S. Clarke, hm. £1 Is; Mr. E. J. Cook, he. 

IDs 6d ; Mr. W. Cutt, hm. £1 Is ; Mr. W. Dawson, he. 

10s 6d; Mr. Aid. Dowsing, hm. £l Is; Mr. G. Harbron, 

he. 10s 6d; Mr. C. Holmes, he. l^Os 6d; M. S. H. Holmes, 

hm. £1 la ; Mr T. B. Holmes, hm. £1 Is ; Mr. W. Hors- 

ley, he. 10s; Mr. J. Houlton, hm. £1 Is ; Mr. J. Kemp, 

ho. 10s 6d ; Mr. Leadbeater, he. 10s 6d ; Mr. C. Leighton, 

he. 10s; Dr. Locking, hm, £l Is ; Mr. G. Mallinson, .^s ; 

Mr. D. J. O Donoghue, hm. £1 Is; Mr. T. R. Smith, hm. 

£l Is ; Mr. E. J. Tomalin,hc. 10s 6d ; Mr. G. Winn, hm. 

£1 Is. Less 148 6d. ... ... ... Net 

£rackley— Mr. R. Carter, hm. £5 5s ... 

Smndan^Mi. P. H. Mason, 10s 6d ... ••• 

WsdiidsbuTy •»' ••• •*. ... ... .•• 

Aylesbury— Mr. G. Shirley, hm. £1 Is ... 

IHig — Mr. J. Ford, hm. £1 Is .. 

Cheiterfield— Mr, CoUedge, 2s 6d ; Mr. James, he. 10s 6d 

•LnfWfi ... .•• «•• ... ... 

Peterhorau^fh 2nd ... ... .. . ... 

Sunga/y ... ... ..« m. ... ... 

Sunderland ... ... ... ... ... ... 

Yoxford-^^T , J. Turner, l2s 6d 

JJurgUty ,,, ,,, ... ... ... ,,, 

JJownham ... ... ••• ... •■• ... 

Exeter Hall — Mr. H. Reed, £10 (Launceston, Tasmania) ; 
Rev. I. Jones, hm. £1 Is 

^Congleton—Miss Andrew, 6s ; Miss Bailey, 2s 6d ; Mr. 
Baxendale, 5s ; Mr. Broad, 2s 6d ; Mr. S Cotterill, 2s ; 
Mr. T. Cotterill, 2s 6d; Mr. Devonport, 2s 6d; Mr Hall, 
2s ; Mr. Harrison, 2s 6d ; Mr. J. Howard, 5s; Mrs. Hnlme, 
2s 6<i ; Mr. Eermode, 5s ; Mr. G. Kinsey, 5s ; Mr. Lucas, 
28; Rev. S. McAuley, 5s ; Mr.Mounsden, 28 6d; Mr. Nor- 
ris, 28 6d; Messrs. Pedley, he. 10s ; Mr. Powell, 2s 6d ; 
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Mr. J. SheMoD^ Sa 6d; Mr. 6. T. SbeMon, 50; Min 
flmallwond, 2a ; Mr. J. Steele, hm. £1 Is ; Mias Stringer, 
2a 6d ; Mr. Triner, 6a; Ber. 6. Wateon, 5a ; Mr. Webb, 
5a ; Mr. WbitehuiFt, 28 6d; (Biddolph Park) Ei^bt 
Frienda la eacb, 8a ; (Boaley) Mra. Eaiimm, Sa 6d; Mia. 
Fletcher, 2b. 6d; Mr.N Goo1wm.2a6d : Mr. F. Lownda, 
5e: Mr. 6. Lownda, 5a : Mr Jamea Maaon, 2a 6d ; Mr. 
John MflMm. 2a 6d ; Mr. Yemon, 2a 6d ; Mr. PUtte, 
2a 6d; (Dane-in-Sbaw) Mr. Gindera, be. 12a: Mra. Wit- 
tera, 5a : (DaTenport) Mr. J. Beddtt, la ; Miss Bourne, 
2s 6d ; Mr Cliff, 28 6d ; Mr. Dale. 2a 6d ; Mr. Goodwin, 
2a 6d ; Mr. Harding, he. 10a ; Mr. Moea, 2a 6d ; Mra. 
Newton, la; Mr. Pc^ake, 2a <>d ; Mr. J.Yenablea, be. lOa; 
Mr. T. Yenablea, hm. tl la : Mra T. Yenablea, 5a ; (OQ- 
low-8haw.Brook) Mr. J. Badderlej, 2a 6d; Mr. Brin ley, 
2a ; Mr. Chad >o<^ 2a 6d ; Mr. Chadwick, 2b ; Mr. Bale, 
Is; Mr. Goaling, 5b; Mr. Lovatt, 3a 6d; Mr. Sherratt, 5a; 
Mr. J. Sherratt. 3a; Mr. Walley, 2a6d; Mr. Whiteburat, 
2f>: (Key Green) Mr. G. Brown, 5a; Mr Hood, 2a 6d: 
(Withinfifton) Mr. Baaford, 58; Mr. R. Bloor, he. lOa ; 
A Friend. 5s; Ditto, la ; Mr. C Goodier, 28 6d ; Mr. J. 
Goodier, 2a ; Mr. Hongh. 2a 6d. Lesa expenaea £138 
Xyaa^Mr. H. Bqyoe. os ; Mr. R. Croot, los ; Mr. J. Jack- 
aoD, hm. £1 la; Mr. T. A. Jackson, he. lOs 6^; Mr. A. 
Jermyn, hm. £1 Ib; Mr. J. Johnson, he. lOa 6d ; Mr. W. 
Johnson, hm. £1 Is ; Mr. TV. Laird, he. lOs 6d ; Mr Pat- 
trio, 5s; Mr. Symonds, Is ; Mr. B. Teare, he. lOs 6d: Mr. 
W. Thompson, hm. £1 Is; Mr. R. Whiteman, hm. £1 Is 

S^^HPn^tfl Iw ••• ••• ••• ••• ••• .•• 

Swonton ••• ••• ••• ••« ••• ••• 

Zeufhton Bwzzard — Mr. W. Brantom, hm. £\ Is ; Tea 
Meetinir at Cablington, £1 10s; Mr. F. Emery, hm. 
£1 Is; A Friend.£l; Mr. £ Hall, 58; Miss Harris (Box), I 
£3 ; Mr. G. Johnson, hm. £1 Is; Mr. J. Lane, 5s ; Rey. 
J. Lees, he. lOs; Mr. T. W. Tearle, he. 10s 6d ; Mr. T. 
WilliFon, 5s; Mr. T. Yirrell, he. lOs 6d Leas 2b 6d ... 

TonrMRJim. ... ••• ... ••• ••• ••• 

Sreaffham—HLr. Whittaker, hm. tX Is ... 
i9/y//7YA-Mr. J. Beachall, hm. £1 

Wi^ncM •• ••• •"• ••• 

Mar/horovgh — Sermons and Meeting at Bedwyn (Bro. Jones 
depntation), £4 ... ... ... 

B/tTh—^^T. J. Smith, hm. (Limpley Stoke) £1 Is 

Pfli»Ufract — Miss Nelstrop, hm. (in memory of her beloved 
father) £2 28 

Bradfirrd ■ Mr. Thos. Craig, hm. £l ; Mr. Angos Holden, 
Wvyox (don.) £5 ; Mr. A. Slater, be. l^s 

Qrwit Queen Street— Wr B B. Wake (special), £2 28 

Wtn-kh^gtm—^Hi, T. Hudson, hm. £1 Is ; Mr. W. Walker, 
f ni. £o **• ... *** •■• 

SalUbtiry — Collections after Sermons by Messrs. Milsom 
and Jameson, in the Chapels of the Wesleyan and Uni- 
ted Methodist Free Churches. Wesleyan. £5; U.M.F.C. 
£6 Hs rd. Let other Branches follow the example. 

SriMtnl-1. 1. S., 8b for the Poor Old Hundred (per Bro. 
AlHynarQ).** -•• ••• ••• •■ ••• 

JBinde Street— Vir. and Mrs. Bowles, qly. 28; Mr. R. Robin- 
Bon. hm. £1 Is; Mr. Wyboum, qly. Is 

Bridlington Mr. J. J. Bath, hm. £1 Is 

lork—JL Local Preacher, Thanksgiving Fund, £5 
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PRIDE : ITS MANIFESTATION, RESULTS, AND REMEDY. 

Pbide is a BQbject that has been handled by many writers, and exhibited 
in nameroas aspects. What need can there be to add a single line to 
what may already be fonnd in books on snch a subject ? The need is 
this : The nniversality of pride in haman beings, its masterhood in hnmaii 
nature, the forgetfnlness of all persons that they are so powerfully and 
habitaally affected by it, their general nnconscionsness of the particular 
mode of its manifestation in their own individual case, and the common 
imacqnaintedness with what has been written on the subject by thonght- 
fal, observant, and discerning persons. We need " line upon line, (tfe$) 
line upon line ; precept upon precept, {and yet again) precept upon 
precept ; here a little and there a little," to make us even sensible of the 
powerfully-working evil of pride in the very depth of our own evil nature. 

Every man has to do with other men, more or less, in some form : in 
the relation of master and servant, or of employer and employed, of 
buyer and seller, of landlord and tenant, of lawyer and client, of doctor 
and patient, — or in some other of the numerous relations of society. 
Every man has to do, also, with God ; as his Creator, his Governor, his 
Provider, his Judge ; whose Spirit strives with him, couTinces him ** of 
sin, of righteousness, and of judgment" whether he will or no. And 
every man has to do with Satan, too ; who will not cease to tempt, 
prompt him to that which is wrong, harass his mind, and hurl fiery darts 
at his soul. But most of al), and more than all other, has every man to 
do with himself : with his own cares and labours ; about what he must 
eat, drink, and wear, and how provide for those dependent upon him ; 
and most of all has each to do with " the plague of his own heart." 
Everyone thinks more about himself, and cares more about himself, 
whether conscious of it or not, than about all the world besides. And 
in this self is generated and rooted all the pride that springs up and 
blooms and flourishes in domestic and social life. 

The master-dn of men is self-idolatry. This makes a man " think of 
himself more highly than he ought to think," and causes him to despise 
and disparage others. Some men are so full of themselves that they can 
talk upon no subject without filling it up with self. And such of them as 
do not get into that offensive habit, yet cherish a secret self-esteem that 
betrays itself in their whole demeanour and their treatment of others; ta 
their own serious detriment, and the disgust of all observers. 

I have known a young man who had such an amount of assurance and 
self-assertion that he could be polite to no one. Meet him on a cause- 
way, and he would rush along as though he would push you oflf your feet 
if you did not make way for him. He had no thought of turning aside 
for the accommodation of another. If entering a room, or coming out of 
it, or going through a narrow passage, or ascending a flight of stairs, 
never would he draw back to allow another to pass : no, everyone must 
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do that for kis oonTenienoe, or dae be ruddy jostled or annojed in 
whateyer way might happen. 

I hare known a deTer man of business, who was thorooghly acquainted 
with all the details of the profession which he followed as a sdentifie and 
practical engineer, who ooald nerer go into company without boasting 
of his abilities and the magnitade of his transactions. What he said of 
bimsdf was no ezcessire exaggeration; bnt it was so prevalent a topic 
as to make his presence a nuisance and a bore, rather than a privilege and 
pleasure. 

Nearly allied to this sin of boasting is the vidous habit of depreciating 
other persons ; and a sad besetment it is among all classes. Let some 
one be commended for rare excellences of character, and instantly some- 
thing is mentioned as tarnishing the lustre of those qualities ; or some 
failing is alleged as diminishing the estimate to be made of the character 
eulogised ; or some taint in the motive, or the hidden prindple out of 
which the apparent excellences have sprung, is suggested, as vitiating 
what were othervrise worthy of commendation. This habit of deprecia- 
tion is the fruit of envy. And whence comes envy, but from pride, or 
overweening self-esteem ? 

The pride of some hearts betrays itsdf by the love of commendation. 
So strong is this propensity in some persons that it has wrought in them 
the habit of Jishmg far praise. Well were it for young people to be 
warned against the liability of their contracting that habit, which makes 
a youth of either sex despicable, who might*otherwise be amiable. Snch 
persons are commonly ready to ^mtWom flattery ; a deadly poison, whereby 
myriads have been deceived to their own ruin. 

Often does pride assume the form of ambition^ and fondness for worldly 
display. I have a case of this kind in my recollection, that proved very 
disastrous to its victim. It is that of a religious professor who had a 
mechanical trade by which he might have earned an honest liying : bnt 
he aspired to business life, without having the means for carrying on 
business. He became embarrassed, and got into the habit of borrowing 
considerable sums of money for short periods, and repaying the amounts 
by again borrowing of others. This was carried on until friends naturally 
became weary of lending so constantly. He then resorted to the im- 
moral practice of raising money by means of fictitious bills; forged 
acceptances, in fact ; some of them purporting to have been accepted by 
persons who had no existence in the towns assigned to them. These 
were discounted at a bank, and were provided for by himself, as they be- 
came due, until the fraud was detected, and legal proceedings taken against 
the delinquent, who was sentenced to a long term of transportation. Good 
conduct whilst undergoing the penalty inflicted, procured for him an 
abbreviation of his term of punishment. He did what he could to benefit 
his fellow sufferers spiritually, and after some years of felon life, he re- 
''umed to his home a wjser and better man, cured of the ambition which 
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had been his temporal rain. He was again received into the Ghareh 
which his proceedings had dishonoared, and after a few years of consistent 
religions life, passed into the eternal world. If he had resisted and 
mastered the early working of pride in his own heart, he would hare been, 
in a limited sphere, '* a bnrning and a shining light.*' 

We conld give melancholy examples of the wurking of pride in the 
form of ambition for official as well as social distinction : the panting 
and grasping of men, their toil and fighting for a seat at a Board of 
Goardians or at the Council Board of a borough. We could tell of a 
nnmber of ardent and gifted men who have thrown almost everything 
overboard in the pursuit of this t^nis/afuu5, and after having filled the 
chair of chief magistracy, some of them more than once, have sunk into 
bankruptcy and died in poverty. 

We might sketch the lofty bearing and despotic behaviour of some men 
of wealth — and of men of straw too — of capitalists, merchants, manufac« 
turers ; and of not a few of their underlings — buyers, sellers, overlookers, 
and inspectors ; petty tyrants each in his own department, all so full of 
themselves and so puffed up with the notion of their own importance as to 
make themselves almost unendurable to their equals, and detestable to 
those of lower grade. We refrain from following this numerous class of 
oases into detail. This passing glance at them must, for the present, suffice. 
There is a Scripture Picture- Gallery which we may enter, and look at 
a few of the many characters there painted, hung in chains as murderers 
in our own country formerly were. We will look only at a few of them, and 
not tarry long with any. Neither wiH we go back into antediluvian 
times, nor to the primitive period of times after the Flood. Let us take 
the time of conflict between Israel and the Philistines, when Saul was 
king. Many a conflict has there been between the two nations, and much 
blood has been shed. The stake on both sides is national life and liberty, 
and the chief idol is military glory. Mark how the idol is worshipped and 
se//* through that idol. 

In the Philistine army there is a man of gigantic size, and of mighty 
mnscle, who has been "a man of war from his youth." He comes forth 
m all the stateliness of martial pride, armed from head to foot, and 
carrying the mightiest weapons, attended by his armour-bearer. He 
looks with disdain upon the Israelitish forces, and offers himself as the 
champion of his own army. He challenges the army of Israel to pro* 
duce a man to fight with him in single combat, and in that way to decide 
as to which nation shall serve the other. Hear his proud challenge. *^ I 
defy the armies of Israel this day : give me a man that we may fight 
together.*' His words and bearing terrify the army of Israel. Every 
man is afraid of him. Not one dares to accept his challenge, until an 
active, ruddy, uncorrupted youth, newly come from the sheepfolds, and 
whose trust is not in himself, but in the living Qod, has courage and con- 
fidence to meet the mighty warrior in the open field. The courageous 
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yonth shows himself between the opposing armies, and goes to meet the 
giant, who scans him with astonishment and contempt. He is anned 
only with stayes, sling, and a few smooth pebbles. Swollen with pride 
and spleen, the champion cries ont^'' Am I a dog, that thon comest to 
me with staves ?" Then his wrath breaks oat like a volcano against the 
■tripling; "and the Philistine carsedDayid by his gods, and said. Gome to 
me, and I will give thy flesh to the fowls of the air, and to the beasts of 
the field." Such was the pompons boast of a prond and godless heart. 

How was it with the yonthfol shepherd 7 Was his trust in his owd 
agility and skill ? No. He had known peril before that day, and had 
been deliyered. He acknowledged the Lobd as his delirerer ; and he had 
confidence that He who had deliyered him from the paw of the lion and 
the paw of the bear, and enabled him to slay both, would deliyer him oat 
of the hand of that nncircnmcised Philistine. Hear his response to the 
champion's threat. ** Thon comest to me with a sword, and with a spear, 
and with a shield : bat I come to thee in the name of the Lord of hosts, 
the God of the armies of Israel, whom thon hast defied. This day will the 
Lord deliyer thee into my hand ; and I will smite thee, and take thine 
head from thee ; and I will giye the carcases of the host of the Philistines 
this day nnto the fowls of the air, and to the wild beasts of the earth; 
that all the earth may know that there is a God in Israel. And all this 
assembly shall know that the Lord sayeth not ¥rith sword and spear : for 
the battle is the Lord's, and He will giye yon into oar hands " (1 Sam. 
xyii.). 

Two companion pictares are here ; and each strongly in contrast with 
the other. Pride and its results, combined with debasing idolatry in 
this ; genuine humility, combined with devoted godliness and zeal for the 
Divine glory, in that. The proud and mighty boaster falls, and perishes. 
The humble-minded and God-fearing youth triumphs, and his way is 
opened to honour, a crown, and a kingdom. 

Alas I that such a victor did not always abide in honour. Prosperity 
is the test of some men, adversity of others. David prospered, and be- 
came great. When he had become great as a monarch, temptation beset 
him, and he fell into sin, deep and dreadful sin, which, as always happens, 
brought with it trouble, great and grievous trouble. His own sons took 
to evil courses, and one of them became a rebel, and stole away the hearts 
of courtiers and warriors and multitudes of people. David had to flee 
from the royal city, attended by only a handful of faithful men. At his 
court had dwelt a man of extraordinary sagacity and foresight ; a man of 
such repute for wisdom in council, that when he was consulted on any 
matter, it was '* as if a man had inquired at the oracle of God." This 
man went with Absalom's rebellion. A council of state was called, and 
abominable counsel was given by him, but well adapted to the purpose for 
which it was given. Another counsellor, who was secretly on David's 
side, gave contrary counsel to his ; counsel that beguiled the imagination 
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of the guilty usurper. His counsel was adopted and the other's rejected. 
What happened from that ? The proud spirit of Ahithophel could not 
brook the indignity of seeing his adrice rejected, and that of a rival fol- 
lowed. Nor could he brook the disgrace and punishment which he foresaw 
would come upon him for his treason. So *^ he saddled his ass, and arose, 
and got him home to his house, to his city, and put his household in 
order, and hanged himself." And what happened to Dayid's proud, 
ambitious, unnatural son ? His army was defeated by his father's forces, 
his followers scattered, and himself caught from his saddle by the fork of 
a tree -branch, and put to death as he hung in helplessness there. Here 
again we have two companion pictures, but not in contrast with each 
other ; for both exhibit the fruits of pride and ambition ; and both speak 
ions with the voice of warning: << Let him that thinketh he standeth 
take heed lest he fall." 

There is nothing very surprising or uncommon in proud men showing 
themselves to be fools. Solomon was renowned for wisdom; but 
he could not transmit the wisdom which he possessed as a Divine 
gift, to any one of his sons. He was succeeded in the throne by one 
who was not only proud, but also a fool ; as great a fool as Absalom had 
proved himself to be. His father's court was of unexampled splendour ; 
and the taxation of the kingdom and the service exacted of the people 
were burdensome and oppressive. Eehoboam's accession was a suitable 
opportunity for a revision of the fiscal system and a redress of grievances. 
A deputation led by Jeroboam the son of Nebat, waited upon, him to 
lay the case before him, and to ask for the needed relief. He would 
not promptly concede what was demanded, but would take time to think 
about it. He told them to come again in three days' time, and then 
he would give them an answer. He called together his father's coun- 
sellors, old and experienced men ; and they gave him wise advice. He 
then summoned a company of juniors, the companions of his youth, and 
asked their advice. The advice they gave pleased him. It flattered his 
vanity. He took it, and thought to play the despot, and to gratify the 
pride of his heart. He gave a rough and threatening reply to the people's 
demand ; and the consequences were that he lost at one stroke ten of 
the tribes out of twelve, a pitiful sovereignty over two tribes only 
remained to him, and a rival kingdom was set up, between which and that 
over which he and his successors reigned, there sprung up an almost per- 
petual animosity, and wars that were fatal to prosperity. God will not 
Buffer pride and tyranny on the part of kings and rulers to go unpunished, 
Any more than in men of inferior rank and station. 

Let us pause to look at one more picture before we quit the gallery ; 
for it is both conspicuous and striking. At the Medo-Persian court is 
a man of great wealth and power, and of such insinuating address that 
he can sway the mind of the sovereign almost as he pleases. The court 
u voluptuous and despotic, and Haman rises to a position of authority 
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and splendoar next to that of the king. All men are commanded to do 
him homage : bnt there is one man, a Benjamite Jew, whose conscience 
restrains him from rendering snch homage to a heathen conrtier as is 
rendered to him bj all the subjects of the realm in the rojal city, 
fiaman obserres the firmness of the nnyielding Jew, and he burns with 
rage and revenge. Can pride and pomposity tolerate snch disregard of 
eonrtly obsequiousness ? No. Vengeance must strike the rictim of the 
proud man's wrath. Bnt to smite the hated individual only is not enough. 
He is a Jew ; and all Jews are obnoxious to heathen idolaters. There 
are many of them scattered throughout the kingdom. A plot is laid for 
the massacre of them all, and a gallows fifty cubits high is prepared, on 
which to hang the hated Motdecai. What happened ? The yillanoai 
plot is shown up to the king in all its enormity. The loved and honoured 
Queen is found to belong to the Jewish nation. Haman is overwhelmed 
with sudden disgrace, and is hanged upon the very gallows he had pre- 
pared for the execution of Mordecai. Verily, *'Pride goeth before destruc- 
tion, and a haughty spirit before a fall " (Prov. xvi. 18). The compilerB 
of the English Church Litany must themselves have felt the need and 
the propriety of the prayer : " From pride, vain glory and hypocrisy, 
Good Lord, deliver us.*' 

We have said nothing about the ravages made by pride in the 
Christian Church, not only in connection with spiritual office, but also in 
its non-official members. And we cannot now enter that department: 
but nowhere is pride more hateful ; more o£Pensive to God, or more hurt- 
ful to men. Here, more than anywhere, ** Gk)d resisteth the proud, but 
giveth grace to the humble." This maxim in the Divine Government is 
always exemplified in men's spiritual interests and relationships. The 
humble soul is ever welcome to approach the living God ; bat the prond 
is ever repelled and condemned. 

Let us go to Jerusalem, and enter the temple of God. It is the hoar 
of prayer. Two Jews present themselves before the Lord. Both have 
descended from the loins of Abraham, but they are not both animated by 
the same spirit. One of them is puffed up with pride and self-sufficiency« 
a highly virtuous, noble-minded, punctiliously religious man. He came 
hither to pray ; but he is so full of himself that he can only boast of his 
own goodness. He is the very embodiment of brag. Listen I What 
saith he ? << God, I thank Thee that I am not as other men, — extor- 
tioners, unjust, adulterers, or even as this publican. I fast twice in the 
week ; I give tithes of all that I possess." There he stands, with bold 
and impudent face, not doubting but that he has made God his debtor, 
that he merits heaven, and that he will have a distinguished place there 
when he has done with earth. 

The publican whom this proud man despises, ventures not to go too 
ear the holy place, but stands afar off. He looks not upwards, bnt 

inwards; abashed, humiliated, conscience- stricken, and almost hopeless* 
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He cannot nse many words, for the sense of his own nnworthiness leaves 
him scarcely the power of utterance* His words are few ; bat they are 
words of prayer, fall of the want he feels : '' Go^ be merciful to me a 
sinner !" That is all he says, and as he utters the cry of his penitent heart, 
he smites his breast. Here we haye again pride and humility in contrast. 
What is Christ's judgment of the two ? "I tell you, this man went 
down to his house justified rather than the other :" — the penitent publican 
rather than the boasting Pharisee with all his colourable and pretentious 
religiousness : — ** for every one that exalteth himself shall be abased ; and 
he that humbleth himself shall be exalted." 

But where shall we find among men a perfect model of humility ? No- 
where. Eyery human character is blemished. And if that were not the 
uniyersal fact, the most humble-minded man — find him wheresoever you 
may — even though his humility were perfect, is but what he ought to be. 
He has made no voluntary descent from original loftiness and glory. 
One Being only in the universe has done that ,* and we mast go to heaven 
to see Him. So far as He is imitable, however, we are called to imitate 
Him. The voice of the Holy Ghost utters this call : — "Let this mind be 
in you, which was also in Christ Jesus : who, being in the form of Gk)d, 
thought it not robbery to be equal with God : but made Himself of no 
reputation, and took upon Him the form of a seryant, and was made in 
the likeness of men : and being found in fashion as a man, He hambleth 
Himself, and became obedient unto death, eyen the death of the cross. 
Wherefore God also hath highly exalted Him, and giyen Him a name 
which is above every name : that at the name of Jesus every knee should 
bow, of things in heaven, and things in earth, and things under the earth ; 
and that every tongue should confess that Jesas Christ is Lord, to the 
glory of God the Father *' (Phil. ii. 6-11). 

Here is our example of humility, and here is our remedy for pride — " the 
mind that was in Christ Jesus," manifested by His wondrous stoop from 
heayen's glory to man's feebleness and woe. ** Put ye on the Lord Jesus 
Christ.*' There is no other way of becoming truly humble. We may 
read, hear, talk, and think about humility, without being at all humble. 
To come to Christ in penitent faith is the only way to humility. To be 
clothed with Christ is to be humble. '* Be ye clothed with humility.*' 
That is the secret of becoming *' meek and lowly in heart," forbearing 
enduring, forgiving, self-denying, and cheerfully cross-bearing. Blessed 
Are such ; for they repose in Infinite Loye. 
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A TOUB IN EGYPT AND THROUGH THE HOLY LAND, &o. 

BY WILLIAM BOWSING, 
Sx-Pbbsidmht of thb Local Prbachbbs' Mutuaii-Aid Associatiok. 

[Concluded from page 204.) 

I 8PBHT six days in Damascus, one of the oldest cities in the world, 
founded by Uz, a grandson of Noah. Its early history is shrouded in the 
mists of a hoary antiquity. There is an old tradition that the immenfie 
garden, clad with verdure, in which Damascus stands, a floral paradise of 
thirty miles in circumference, was the Garden of Eden ; and modem 
writers hare tried to produce eyidence to show that it was really the home 
of our first parents, and that the rivers Abana aud Pharpar are the 
identical rivers that watered the Eden. This may or may not be so; 
but the surroundings of this city have certainly more attractions than 
much that is to be seen within its walls. In leaving Damascus, our route, 
according to the programme, was to go direct to Baalbec, and thence to 
Beyrout, a distance of about 120 miles, a riding tour of five days in the 
saddle. But much as I desired to see the famous ruins of Baalbec, I 
could not make up my mind to keep other five days' company with my 
mule ; physical reasons of a painful character, combined with a nervons 
dread of a spill from the saddle, settled the matter ; and my companionB 
had to excuse my accompanying them on a journey which, as I was told, 
was as mountainous and rugged as any we had travelled between Jerusalem 
and Damascus. I secured a place therefore in the " diligence " which 
runs daily between Damascus and Beyrout (90 miles) and vice vena* 
Between these two towns there is an excellent coach road, constructed 
some years ago by the French Government, which is carried over the 
Lebanon range of mountains. We left our hotel at 4.30 a.m. and arrived 
at the Hotel Orient at Beyrout at 4.80 p.m. 

Our road from Damascus for the first thirty miles was through a very 
interesting part of the country. There was a variety of hill and valley 
scenery, a considerable portion of which was fertile in arable and meadow 
lands. The day was delightfully fine, and the heat equal to that of an 
English June ; but about mid-day between Damascus and Beyrout we 
commenced our ascent of the Lebanon mountains, and traversing a zig- 
zag road, we kept ascending gradually till we reached the summit of 
Lebanon, about 9,000 feet above the valley we had left behind ; and for 
several hours had been passing through zones of different temperature, 
until we reached a wintry clime, and passed through immense fields of 
snow, the cuttings of which on the summit of Lebanon were fifteen feet 
thick on either side of the road. The scenery here, for miles, was all 
barrenness and sterility. It may be said of Mount Lebanon, with truth, 
that he bears winter on his head, spring on his shoulders, and autumn in 
^ bosom, while summer lies sleeping at his feet. 
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As we commence onr descent, the scenery becomes exquisitely bean- 
tifa]. Eyery turn of the road gives fresh glimpses of Beyront (though 
in the distance below us) and its charming environs; and as we proceed 
downwards we soon leave winter for a genial spring ; and for twenty 
mUes before we reach Beyrout we are again in hot summer weather. The 
country on either side of us is a perfect paradise. The slopes of the 
hills, and the valleys too, are covered with fruit trees of every descrip- 
tion, especially the vine and mulberry, which are cultivated here with 
great success. We reach the town and port of Beyrouth and find excellent 
scoommodation at the Hotel Orient, which is pleasantly situated on the 
shore, and within a few feet of the blue Mediterranean Bea. 

Having to wait here four days before my companions arrived from 
Baalbec, I had ample opportunity for making a full inspection of the 
town, port, and suburbs of Beyrout, which is really ** beautiful for 
situation.'' Placed in a bay, it has for a background the mountain 
range of Lebanon, capped with its perpetual snows, while its suburbs and 
surroundings abound with flowers and fruit. The town has a population 
of about 80,000. A considerable trade is done with Europe, especially 
with France. The general aspect of the town is a mixture of the French 
with the Oriental. As I stayed here in all six days, I availed myself of 
the opportunity of visiting the chief places of interest ; especially the 
Church and the Schools of the American Mission, and the British Syrian 
Schools, which are in a very flourishing condition ; as also the excellent 
Normal Training Institution connected with them. A great work is 
being done at Beyrout in connection with its Christian Protestant Schools ; 
And I was informed that there are no less than 12,000 children under a 
sound religious training in the extensive district of the Lebanons, of 
which Beyrout is the head. 

We bid adieu to Beyrout, and embark on board the ** Bcamandre *' 
steamship, of the French Messageries Maritime Company, for the island 
of Syra. Thence to Athens by the Qreek mail steamer, our route is 
through the Eastern Archipelago, taking the entire coast of Asia Minor, 
voyaging by night, and anchoring during the day at all the different ports 
on the coast, taking in and discharging cargo as well as passengers at 
each place. This voyage occupied twelve days, but throughout it was 
most enjoyable. We had a splendid steamship, with every luxury and 
comfort, most agreeable companions, lovely weather, and a calm sea, with 
coast scenery the most enchanting and fine; and it proved to be to us a 
'est and a repose of the most enjoyable kind after the toil and fatigue of 
Palestine travel. 

Our first port of arrival was Tripoli, a small town and port at the north 
end of the Lebanon range, where we anchored one day. The scenery here, as 
ftt different points on the Asiatic coast, possesses a savage grandeur, while 
tile snow-capped mountains at the back lend an enchantment to the pic- 
ture. Our next port of detention is Latakia, where we spent a day and 
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Tisited the pretty little town and harbonr. This place is noted for the 
growth and cultiyifttion of the tobacco plant, which grows here yery pro- 
fnsely. From Latakia we proceeded to the small port of Alezandretta^ 
which is also the port of Aleppo, situated below high and predpitons 
mountains. Its situation is very picturesque. While anchored near the 
shore, we saw the arriyal of a caravan of camels from Aleppo and Antioch^ 
laden with merchandise. These << beasts of burden " extended in single 
file for two miles in length. The situation of the port is at the extreme 
end of the gulf, and as we turn and direct our course for Messina, in 
Asia Minor, we skirt the shore, the scenery of which has a most impoBing 
appearance, backed by a range of snow-clad mountains (the Taurus range) 
which resemble yery much the Bernese Oberland in Switzerland. 

At Messina we spent two days, and took the opportunity on the first 
day of yisiting the old city of Tarsus, the natiye place of St. Paul, twenty 
miles distant. Our arriyal at this ancient Oriental town, which has a 
population of 20,000, was a curiosity to its inhabitants, who seldom see a 
European, especially a party like our own. Tarsus is a quaint old place, 
where a considerable business seems to be carried on with the interior of 
the country. The second day of our stay being Sunday, we had Dime 
seryice on board, at eleyen a.m., conducted by the Bey. Mr. Sterry, of 
London. 

From Messina we steered direct to the island of Bhodes, keeping near 
the coast the greater part of the yoyage. On our arriyal there, we spent 
seyeral hours in yisiting the ancient town and port; and employing a 
guide, we were shown the various places of interest associated with this 
place. From Bhodes we proceeded to Smyrna, and between these ports 
threaded our course amidst a great number of rocky islands. We 
passed close by the Isle of Patmos, the scene of St. John's banishment 
There are between nine and ten thousand inhabitants now on that island. 
As we approached the port and city of Smyrna in the early morn , we 
were struck at the magnificence .and beauty of its bay, which in my 
opinion has attractions in itself and its surroundings quite equal to that 
of Naples. We stayed three days at this large thriving town and port, 
with its population of 200,000, and visited its bazaars and other places 
of interest. While here, we took the opportunity of yisiting the mins of 
Ephesus, fifty miles distant from Smyrna ; from which iown there is i 
line of railway to within a short distance of Ephesus. We spent several 
hours inspecting the ruins of this once famous city, which is now a scene 
of desolation, without a single inhabitant. The ruins of the Temple of 
Diana, and of other public buildings, are conspicuous objects of attraction 
to the tourist. From Smyrna we steered direct for the island of Syr*» 
which has a seaport of some importance. When seen from the harbour, 
the town has a very imposing appearance, being situated on the slope oi 
two hills of a conical shape, with a valley between. Its streets and 
buildings rise to a considerable height above the watel:, Syra> ^^ ^^ 
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population of 26,000, is the centre of the steam navigation of the Levant^ 
and English, French, Oreek, Aostrian, and other steamers, are con* 
tinnally arriving and departing. Here we leave oar noble vesbel, that 
for eleven days had been to as sach an object of attach ment, as also the 
captain and officers, who had shown as saoh ooartesy ; and after a few 
hoars' stay at this place we embarked on board one of the Greek mail 
steamers, and within eight hoars of oar departare we arrived at the 
PiraBas, the port of Athens. In this classical city we remained six days^ 
onr qaarters being at the large and excellent Hotel Angleterre, replete 
with every comfort. 

Athens is a fine city, and is rapidly improving in its architectaral 
adornments. Its streets are spacioas, and its pablic and other baildings 
elegant, and chaste in their design and finish. The habits and castoms^ 
as also the dress of its popalation, assame more of the English character 
than even oar near neighbonrs the French ; and after oar experience of 
Asiatic life, it was a great treat to meet with so many Earopean laxaries 
and comforts as it was oar good fortane to have in the city of Athens « 
Oar six days here were chiefly spent in visiting and inspecting the many 
scenes of interest pecaliar to the place; and while we lingered among the 
wonderfal rains of its ancient temples and other baildings that were once 
its glory and its pride, we seemed to be living for a time in the ages of 
^e past. No one can visit the stapendoas rains of the Acropolis, of the 
Temple of Japiter Olympas, and other similar places of antiqaity, to say 
nothing of the rains of the immense theatres, the stadiam where the 
Grecian games were once played, the ancient cemeteries, and a legion of 
other places, the scenes of former greatness and grandear, without being 
stmck with the great talent and artistic skill of the Athenians in the 
period of remote antiqaity. The National Maseam of Scalptare alone 
presented to oar astonished gaze works of art execated apwards of two 
uionsand years ago, sach as are rarely eqaalled by the most accomplished 
Artists of modem times. After visiting the many scenes of interest of 
which Athens can make her boast, one of oar last achievements was to 
stand in the midst of Mars Hill, on the traditional spot where the great 
Apostle of the Gentiles addressed the Athenians. And now we felt that, 
our last feat was accomplished, and our work done. Oar sight-seeing 
terminates, and oar thoaghts and aspirations are towards home. We felt 
^posed to shoat *' Excelsior I " bat at the same time acknowledged the 
guidance and protection of that merciful Providence which had so far 
preserved as amid the seen and nnseen dangers of oar toar. We bade 
Adieu to Athens, and embarked on board the Greek steamer at the 
™«a8, for Syra; and after spending a night at that pictaresque port, 
We took the French Messageries steamer, the '^ Donnai," which was boand 
^iQ Constantinople to Marseilles, her only place of call being Syra. 
We had a splendid ran of foar days in a calm sea, to the great Medi^ 
^rranean port of France. Oar laggage having passed the Gastom Hooae 
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0f Msneilles, we were eoon on the iron roed, and breaking onr jonniey 
for a ehort time at Lyons and Paris, we were soon again safely landed od 
the good old English shore ; and, after n short rest in onr great metro- 
polis, we were glad to meet with dear ernes, who welcomed onr safe retam ; 
•nd didn't we sing 7 if not with an andiUe Toice, yet with the silent masic 
of onr heart of hearts-— 

There's no place like Home." 

The dream of my life has now been realised, and my long-cherished 

desire has been fnlfilled. I hare Tisited the Holy Land, which his t 

thousand Biblical associations connected with it ; I hare trayersed the 

mountains of Jadea, of Bamaria, and of Qalilee ; as also a portion of 

Egypt, of Turkey, and of Greece. Such a tour is a great and a gloriooB 

treat, the remembrance of which, will be erer blessed to reflect upon. 

Every scene I have witnessed has confirmed the truth of Scriptoie 

records. I read the pages of the Sacred Word with a newness and s 

freshness and with a more intense interest than I eyer did before; and 

though Jerusalem is ** trodden under foot of the Gentiles," and the once 

populous cities of Palestine are laid waste and in ruins, and the wildemen 

and solitary places, that are now too apparent, haye succeeded the fsir 

scenes and the fruitful yalleys of that once goodly land, yet we hope and 

pray that the time will come when this former paradise shall be restored, and 

^* the Bpirit be poured upon it from on high, and the wilderness become 

again as a fruitful field, and the fruitful field be counted for a forest; " 

and then, and not till then, shall our poet's sentiments, which from the 

altar of eyery belieying heart ascends in humble prayer to heaven, be 

fully and completely reidised : — 

« Gome, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, 
Thou Three in One, and One in Three, 

BeBTime Thy own, for ages lost. 
Finish the dire apostasy, 

Thy nniyersal claim maintain, 
And Lord of the creation reign." 



VISIT TO YORK 

Thb brethren who had the happiness of being present at the ToiIe 
Ajinnal Meeting will have esteemed it a great privilege. The writer of 
this paper has thought that a short account of his own impresnonB may 
not be unacceptable to the readers of the Looal Prbaohers' Maoaziki. 
After attending the Committee Meeting we found our way to the Free 
Hethodist Chapel, where a band*meeting is always held on Saturday 
evening ; and we understood that a band-meeting is regularly held aleo 
4t the Centenary Chapel. We always fall in love with these Satardsy 
night band-meetings, regarding them as an excellent t)reparaiion for tiie 
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approaching Lord's Day. Rising pretty early oa Sabbath morning, we 
walked to the Centenary Ohapel with a yiew to find a prayer meeting ; 
and we did find two brethren at the appointed place. 

After all was oyer, the leader of the meeting said, << Here we are, and 
thus we meet ; winter and summer ; sometimes two, and sometimes three, 
out of several hundreds." We can assnre the people of York, and 
especially those who belong to the Centenary Chapel, that they lose a 
fine opportunity in neglecting the morning prayer meeting. Sensible 
and earnest prayers were offered at that meeting, which might have dono 
all the people of York good had they heard them. 

On returning from the prayer meeting we walked past the Roman 
Catholic chapel, and at the early hour of eight o'clock we saw many 
going to the serrice. Some of them came up in great haste and out of 
breath, as having come hastily a long distance. On asking one of the 
yonng girls what was going on, the reply was, '* Mass." " Well, what 
do you do at Mass ? " The prompt reply was, << Bay our prayers." It 
seemed to us a pity that at the very time when so many, old and young, 
rich and poor, were going to the Roman Catholic chapel to pray, that 
the Methodist prayer meeting, held at just about the same time, should 
be attended from time to time by only a forlorn two or three. However 
orthodox the Methodist people may be in doctrine, they must not trust 
to that— there are plenty of people who will very easily be led to error 
by an earnest spirit ; and especially so when an earnest spirit is con- 
nected with a showy outside form. 

On attending one of the love-feasts in the afternoon, a very impressive 
keynote was sounded by the leader of the meeting, Bro. Milsom, who 
spoke of the time when he was brought into liberty ; and the sentiment 
"set at liberty," and ** living in the enjoyment of liberty," gave a true 
old Methodist ring to a very interesting meeting. All who attended felt 
it was good to be there. 

In the evening we assembled with the crowd to hear Mr. Waddy; 
and we confess that, as an expositor and preacher, he far exceeded the 
estimate we had previously formed of him. There was a silent and 
wrapt attention as the learned Q.C. carried his audience to the considera-* 
tion of his subject, Ephesians iii. 16. In order to form an idea of Mr, 
Waddy's style, the reader only wants to fancy a barrister earnestly en 
gaged in an effort to bring out all the strong points of bis brief. The 
sermon was simply an exposition of the meaning of the text, but brought 
out in a manner that could not fail to rivet attention and produce its 
inipression. In forming an estimate of the preacher, we could only think 
of the words, " an able minister of the New Testament." 

We do not know how all the open-air services passed off— -with a 
smart wind blowing, the evening was too cold for successful open-air 
work — but the open-air service held at the Exhibition entrance was fairly 
attended by a very attentive audience. One of the speakers gave a most 
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impressiTe storj as to the benefit his religion had been to him. He ap- 
peared then quite respectable ; whereas at the time of his conTersion all 
his clothes were not worth a BhtUmg. It was after leaTing this serrice 
that a yoang man joined ns in tiie street, and without our asking for it, 
began to relate his experience. He said : " You saw that young man who 
spoke at the comer in the lore-feast. Ton remember he said he bad 
been such a drunkard. Well, he was useful to me. After conyersion, I 
had fallen away through drink ; he sought me, and persuaded me to try 
again. I did so ; and in his presence, and in the presence of the mis- 
sionary, I signed the pledge a second time, when they said, « Now we 
will pray over it ; ' and in the most solemn manner they did ^, and tlrag 
commended me to the care of GU>d ; and I am thankful to say that, from 
that time, I have been preserred ; and though formerly addicted to drink, 
I am now a happy man." 

The meetings connected with the Association will be described by an 
abler pen ; and some of the pathetic and affecting utterances of fhe 
American representatiye will probably be recorded. There was an 
ability and a genuineness about the oratory of Bro. Fold that will never 
be forgotten. The touching incidents mentioned by him were so naturally 
spoken, and accompanied by such deep feeling on the part of the speaker, 
that many were bathed in tears— indeed, we should think there could 
hardly be any dry eyes. 

So far as sight-seeing was concerned, any visitor to York must be in- 
terested in the museum and museum grounds. Almost any museum will 
furnish a thoughtful local preacher with an abundance of ideas and argu- 
ments, and especially on the subject of design and creation. What a 
subject for study there is in a skeleton like the monster elk in York 
Museum I To us, the most interesting sight in York was the chaind 
book in the Crux Church. This ancient book, indeed, reminded ns of 
old times. The people of the city can still read the Protestant arguments 
of Bishop Jewell, if they will have patience to make out the Old English 
printing of 800 years ago. 

It was when waiting for the key of this old Crux Church that there 
occurred one of those incidents which are always so pitiable — a tradesman 
living near, so drunk that he could not stand, being led home by another. 
This man, having delivered up his charge, soon returned, when we said : 
** Your friend was in a poor state." " Oh I sir," he replied, " he is no 
friend of mine; only I saw him lying at the end of the church, and I 
always try to prevent such as he from faUing into the hands of the 
police." Why do not the police more generally take in hand the publicans 
who turn such drunken men out ? Of course we were also interested in 
a sight of the Black Swan Inn, which Bro. Bowron so eloquently described 
as being the place where John Nelson, of Birstal, when a local preacher, 
preached to the York magistrates the first Methodist sermon in York. 
Just before leaving for home, we thought we should like to pay a visit 
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to one of the poorest parts of the city, and haying understood that Hnns- 
gate was of that kind, the writer repaired thither; it was before breakfast 
on Wednesday morning. On arriving at Hansgate, we fonnd that it was 
just in the vicinity of Centenary Chapel. We had not walked far before 
we began a conversation with an interesting woman as to her religions 
state. She was the mother of eight, bat living destitute of a tme faith 
in Jesns Christ. We reminded her of the story of Christiana and her 
children, with which both herself and children appeared to be familiar, 
and we endeavonred to persoade her to seek grace to become a Christiana 
in her own family. Just leaving this woman there were three little 
children looking out of a window which stood wide open, the large sash 
being up. These children in the early morning were all glee, and the mother 
with another child in her arms was in the street. In answer to a question 
we found that, although this young mother had been living in York three 
yearst she had during that time never attended a place of worship ; and 
a general canvassing of Hunsgate, situate at the very threshold of Cen- 
tenary Chapel, would no doubt reveal a vast amount of spiritual apathy 
and neglect. 

The return journey as far as Peterborough was interesting ; our fellow 
passengers being agreeable. One was a local preacher from about thirty 
miles beyond York, who appeared to be going up to London on business^ 
and who knew but very little of the Looal Pbbaobebs' Assooiatiov, 
There were also a clergyman's widow and her twin daaghters, of the age 
of twelve years. This widow lady had met with great sorrow ; and told 
the extraordinary story of her husband having died most suddenly, when 
she held him in her arms about an hour and a-half (not knowing that he 
was really dead), whilst she sent eight miles for a medical attendant. 
Her father had driven his carriage-and-four ; and althongh now herself 
comparatively poor, she was pretty comfortably provided for. This life 
is indeed with many a life of vicissitude. A brother travelling in the 
same compartment, presented each of the twin children with a superior 
pictorial card, which he carried for distribution ; and one likewise to the 
writer, which he also presented to the twins, and asked that it should be 
kept by them jointly as a memorial of advice given by the mother's per- 
mission. The especial advice was that they should mutually join in the 
appropriate prayer upon the card — 

PEAYEB. 

" Lord, we would consecrate to Thee 
Our life and all its powers, 
Be with us in our morning time 
And bless onr evening hours." 

May these interesting twin children not forget the lesson 1 Amen. 

N. Y. 
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THB OBJECTS OF THE TEMPEB- 
ANGB BEFOBMATION. 

BT BB. AUFBXD J. H. CBB8PI. 

Now and then it is desirable to re- 
mind the Total Abstainer of the 
5rincipal objects he should, as a 
'emperance reformer, keep before 
him, and which he shonld endeavour 
to cany out to perfection. In a short 
article it is neither possible nor ex- 
pedient to enter into details. There 
are, however, a few facts to which at- 
tention can be drawn, and a few broad 
rules can be laid down, which will, 
perhaps, serve as landmarks. 

In the first place, no zealous Ab- 
atainer should rest until he has 
persuaded all his friends and relatives 
to practise Total Abstinence. Were 
this part of his work successfully 
achieved, his otlier labours would be 
comparatively easy. But why , it may 
be asked, sliould Total Abstinence be 
insisted upon? Why shoald not 
abstainers and moderate drinkers 
work harmoniously and zealously to- 
gether to repress intemperance, and 
render impossible the worse features 
of the liquor traffic ? Surely it might 
be urged that strict moderation, in 
the true sense of a term often mis- 
nsed, cannot be physically and 
morally injurious, while in an im- 
mense number of instances, the 
pecuniary outlay it involves cannot 
but be of importance. The Temper- 
ance advocate, however, replies that 
though he has the greatest sympathy 
for those persons who do not see their 
way to become Total abstainers, he 
finds it difficult to work energetically 
with them. Certainly he cannot for 
his part accept as his goal moderate 
drinking, whatever may be urged in 
support of it. He knows well that, 
whether theoretically or not a little 
wine daily is or is not harmless, 
drunkenness abounds wherever there 
are many moderate drinkers, for it 
is from their ranks that drunkards 
come. The habit of intemperance 
grows in some cases so insensibly, that 
it is impossible to feel certain, from 
the present habits of a young person, 



that if he begin as a moderate drinker, 
he may not end as a drunkard. 
When the abstainer compares the 
danger of the habit with the small 
benefit and pleasure enjoyed by the 
moderate dnnker, he feels that to 
cultivate an. appetite, so difficult to 
control, and which lead millions 
astray, is exceedingly imprudent. 
Many moderate drinkers pass through 
life without falling; but how many 
others, apparently as little likely 
to succumb to temptation, perish, 
prematurely and miserably? What 
necessity is there that the blush of 
shame shonld mantle the cheek of 
the teetotaler when foolish fnendff 
ask him whether he has so little 
control over himself that he is afraid 
of forming intemperate habits, if he 
drinks at all ? Do not those who 
ask the question, and he who replies 
to it, know that the craving for stimu- 
lants sometimes comes on a man 
like a whirlwind, though oftener it 
grows slowly ? Who can pretoid to 
tell whether he will always resist* 
unless he abstains altogether? Tee- 
totalism is the surest and only 
infallible safeguard. For his own 
protection, and for that of those de- 
pendent on him, it should be the 
practice of every intelligent Temper- 
ance advocate, and he should en- 
deavour to impress on his firiends and 
countrymen, the prudence and ex- 
pediency of manfully adopting the 
. same course. 

His next aim should be not only to 
induce the moderate drinker and the 
drunkard to become abstainers, but 
to prevail on parents to bring up their 
children in happy ignorance of the 
taste of alcoholic beverages. A tre- 
mendous eSort is needed when a man 
who has formed the habit tries to 
free himself from it, and that, too, 
when the amount usually taken is 
small. The innocent cliiid is in a 
far happier position. So far from 
liking, it generally dislikes the taste 
of stimulants. But the fondness for 
stimulants is easily developed when a 
child gets to the age of twelve or 
fourteen. Very little care suffices to 
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keep children in the nf(ht path, and 
then they would be proof against 
temptation, and would preserve their 
dislike through life. So grand is the 
reward, so certain the success, that it 
is paiDfal to observe how few persons 
are alive to the importance of this 
movement. After all, as long as minis- 
ters and Sunday-school teachers are 
indifferent to the success of Tee- 
totalism, how can it be expected that 
associations will be formed for tlie 
purpose of banding children together, 
and giving them, as a result of their 
onion, strength wldch assists in 
keeping them away from this source of 
temptation in early life ? 

In the third place, how vitally 
important it is to rouse the ministers 
of the various sections of that great 
and influential body, which professes 
to be actuated by the Spirit of Glirist, 
and to desire to practise in all things 
the spirit of His teachings. The 
head of a place of worship has such 
singnlar facilities for tiie purpose, 
such adjuncts to usefulness in the 
shape of sclioolrooms, such influence 
for good or evil over his hearers, and 
snch opportunities for brinj^ing the 
matter to their notice, that he can do 
more to make right views of Total 
Abstinence general and popular than 
any other man. In connection with 
every place of worship there should 
he one or more Temperance associa- 
tions, and the minister— though of 
coorBe he should not neglect his other 
duties for the purpose, nor make this 
his only occupation — could, by his 
influence and teaching?, in and out of 
the pulpit, assist the cause, and help 
to train up large numbers of young 
people in the principles and practice 
of Total Abstinence. Any conscientious 
teetotaler who attends a place of wor- 
ship, where this means of good is neg- 
lected, can generally do sometiiing to 
rectify the omission. He mav never 
be able to enlist the sympathies of 
the minif>ter, but he can usually, if he 
likes to exert himself, induce friends to 
assist him in establishing a Band of 
Hope society, and thus good will be 
accomplished. Some ministers assert 
that there are higher and holier sub- 
jects which they are expected to bring 
before their hearers than the advan- 
tages of Total Abstinence. Bat, 



surely, can there be anything more 
noble than to give practical illua- 
trations of great religious truths? 
And the preacher might often do 
worse than take up this lowly theme, 
if any theme can be lowly oa 
which so much depends as on the 
Temperance question. 

Another important object the Tem- 
perance reformer should keep before 
him is that of inducing Total 
Abstainers to work in the cause they 
ought to have at heart. The precise 
nature and amount of work must be 
left to each individual. But some 
kind of work ought to be taken up, 
and a certain share of success will in 
all cases be the reward. One man 
here and there can work in such a 
manner as to influence many others, 
and doing this should absorb his 
attention. A very much larger 
number of people can prevail on their 
friends or relations to join in the 
movement. A few only can speak in 
public, and to a certain extent work 
on the whole community. The oppor- 
tunities and gifts of men differ im« 
mensely, but what of that ? He who 
has ten talents must accomplish ten 
times as much as he to whom one 
only is entrusted ; but both can do 
their part, and must strive to do it if 
they look for the favour of God. 

Once more, there is the important 
work of assisting to form and support 
efficient and well-ordered Temperance 
Societies, to one or more of which 
every Total Abstainer ought to belong. 
It does not signify what the organi- 
sation is called to which he tenders 
his assistance, if its objects are good,, 
and if he endeavours to do his psurt in 
carrying them out. A man who 
declines to belong to at least one 
working association is guilty of neg- 
ligence, and fails in a most important 
part of his duty. It is not enough 
that he should attend to his own 
personal necessities ; he is in some 
measure his brother's keeper. Any 
man who is an abstainer, but stands 
aloof from Temperance associations^ 
or, though belonging to them, does 
not induce others to join, is not 
acting up to the spirit of that Divine 
law which commands a man to do to 
others as he would that others should 
do to him. 
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In the last place, it onaht to be the 
abstainer's desire to influence and 
educate public opinion, and to bring 
pressure to bear on the legislators of 
his country, so that measures should 
be promoted for the regulation and 
abolition of the liquor trafSc. It ia 
not necessary to enter into details as 
to the precise kind of legislative 
action which ought to be taken. 
When favourable opportunities come 
in his way, and they do occasionally 
arise, he should exert liimself strenu- 
ously to use them to the greatest 
advantage, and not let the chance 
slip unused away. Wise govern- 
mental interference is sometimes 
attended by the greatest benefit, and 
the Temperance movement offers ex- 
traordinary facilities for legal enact- 
ments to do permanent good. 

In this paper six great and noble 
objects have been enumerated. They 
are not the only ones, but they are 
fiufficiently important to deserve to be 
singled out for special mention. One 
or two it may be hard to carry out, 
but the others are not difficult. In 
spite of apathy on the part of the 
public, and of indifference on that of 
friends who might assist, there are 
plenty of persons eager to aid in any 
pious work. It cannot long continue 
to be the reproach of England that the 
strenuous exertions of thousands of 
well-conducted Temperance societies, 
and of twenty times as many zealous 
workers, should be insufficient to hold 
in check the self-indulgent habits of 
80 many of their countrymen. Though 
not in this century, the day will 
oertainly dawn when the labours of 
the Temperance reformer will be 
crowned with triumphant success. 
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The Triennial Conference of the Libe- 
ration Society was recently held at 
the Cannon Street Hotel, and at a 

5ublic meeting held at Mr. Spiirgeon's 
'abernacle, among other resolutions, 
the following was passed : — " That 
the meeting, in reviewing the society's 
proceedings during another triennial 
period, is greatly encouraged by the 
•obvious advance of publio opinion in 



favour of its principles and objects-* 
an advance resulting not merely from 
the action of the society, but from 
growing dissatisfaction with the prao* 
tical working of the established syB- 
tems.'* 

A FEW devotees of Rome in Spain 
have been celebrating the four haa- 
dredth anniversary of the establish- 
ment of the Spanish loquisitioiL 
Thomas de Torquemada was the first 
Grand Inquisitor, and during his 
term of office he burned eight thoa- 
sand eight hundred heretics in 
different parts of Spain. As the 
gross results of the efforts of his sac- 
cessors down to the year 1808, when 
the Holy Office was finally abolished 
in Spain, thirty-one thousand nine 
hundred and twelve men and women 
had been burnt alive by the officen 
of the Spanish Inquisition. Mr. J. H. 
Tillett could not be far wrong when, 
in our hearing, like Richard Cecil, he 
branded Popery as *' Satan's master' 
piecej'* 

In speaking at a meeting of the 
Norwich Diocesan Church Defence 
Association, the Bishop of Norwich 
reminded his hearers of what he had 
told them last year on the subject of 
burials. He then said : ** It is the 
duty of the State to provide places 
and regulations for the respectful and 
orderly, and, as far as possible, 
Christian interment of all who shall 
depart this life ; and to do so with 
such liberty to individual opinion and 
feeling as is consistent with due regard 
to the opinions and feelings of 
others." 

It was at the meeting noticed above 
that Bishop Pelham made some of 
those liberal and sensible remarks 
which he is in the habit of addressing 
to his clergy and laity : ** They had 
to face one great fact, viz., that the 
population of this country consisted 
very largely of Noncontormists in 
different shapes and ways, and that 
in no one thing were they really 
united at this time except in opposi- 
tion to the Church as an Established 
Church. But they must look at the 
fact that there were those millions of 
people in the country. Was it pos- 
sible, was it reasonable, did histoiy 
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ftt all bear out the idea that those 
soillions of people could have no 
Toiee in what the nation should do ? 
He thought they did not sufficiently 
remember the fact that there was this 
large proportion of the population; 
and that they did not sufficiently con- 
sider how very powerful a body they 
were in a constitutional government 
like ours, whenever upon any point 
they happened to nnite." 

Notwithstanding the interruptions 
caused by many debates relating to 
Mr. Bradlaugh, Parliament has suc- 
ceeded in considering various and 
most important measures. The con- 
clusions come to on the subjects of 
Local Option and Sunday Closing 
are encouraj^ing to all friends of tem- 
perance and sobriety ; and the nume- 
rous classes connected with agricul- 
ture are to be congratulated on the 
attention paid to their interests. 
What the effect of the change of the 
duty from malt to beer may be, is un- 
tsertain in some respects ; but there is 
no doubt that cheap malt will to a 
<sonsiderable extent be used for feed- 
ing purposes, and by Mr. Gladstone's 
bold proposal a clean sweep will be 
made of the anomaly of a high tax on 
our own raw produce, whilst, as a 
general principle, all otiier raw mats- 
rial is being introduced into the coun- 
try duty free. 

The intense excitement as to Mr. 
Bradlaui{h*8 position, both in and oat 
of Parliament, is likely to call the 
especial attention of very many to 
the principles of whicli he is regarded 
as the most prominent exponent. 
There is something so monstrous in 
Atheism, and the advocate of such a 
theory lays himself so open to attack, 
that the controversy between Christ- 
ianity and Atheism cannot be suffered 
to die. Wiien Mr. Bradlaugh, speak- 
ing from below the bar of the House 
of Commons, said, ** He was no more 
ashamed of his opinions — which he 
did not choose — he was no more 
ashamed of his opinions, into which 
he . bad grown^ than any member of 
the House,** he uttered a sentiment 
well calculated to stimulate the efforts 
of all Christian workers. Were the 
growth contined to Mr. Bradlaagh 
alone, the snbjeot woald not be so 



important. It is the assistance which 
his influence gives to the growth of 
others which makes the matter one 
of such great concern. 

It may be expected that every 
effort will be made by the present 
Government to extinauish slavery. 
Addressing a deputation upon the 
subject the other day, Earl Granville 
said, "It was not more than, forty 
years since he had come into the 
Foreign Office, a very young man, and 
one of the things which struck him 
then was the immense amount of in- 
dividual labour which Lord Palmer- 
ston gave to every detail connected 
with the slave trade. He should be 
ashamed if he ever forgot the lesson 
thus set him." 

A REVENUE of more than seven 
millions accrues to the Indian Govern- 
ment from the opium traffic, which 
was forced on China some years 
since. The opium trade is almost 
universally admitted to be a detesta- 
ble busine-^s ; and, although great 
difficulties are in the way, Lord Har- 
tingtoil has promised attention to it. 

On the Bight Hon. G. J. Goschen 
being appointed a special Ambas- 
sador to Constantinople, Earl Gran- 
ville, as Foreign Secretary, officially 
instructed him : '* That the time has 
arrived when the Government of this 
country are determined to insist, in 
concert with the other Powers, upon 
the fultilment of the pledges for the 
reformed administration wiiich the 
Turkish Government has so often 
solemnly given, and so repeatedly 
broken. Your Excellency will not 
fail to make the Sultan and his minis- 
ters nnderstaud that their present 
careful abstineace from menace does 
not imply any want of earnestness or 
determination as to the course of 
policy which they desire to see pur- 
saed." 

Mb. Gladstone, as Prime Minister, 
spoke in the House of Commons on 
Mr. Richard's motion on the subject 
x>f an address to her Majesty, with a 
view to a mutual and simultaneous 
reduction of European armaments. 
He said : ** We must iirst set \\lq ex- 
ample of a peaceful foreign po^cy of 
establishments not greater than the 
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hononr or safety of the ooantry de- 
manded, and we most ehow our rea- 
diness to resort to pacific means of 
settling disputes. The same spirit 
still animated the Government which 
had prompted the Alabama arbitra- 
tion, and he appealed, therefore, to 
Mr. Richard to have confidence in 
them that they would lose no prac- 
tical opportunity of enforcing pacific 
Views." 

Mr. Bboadhubst, the new M.P. 
for Stoke, whom the Prime Minister 
and many other members shook so 
heartily by the hand, after a success- 
ful speech on the Employer's Lia- 
Inlity BUI, was not very long since a 
joumf>yman mason in the city of 
Norwich. 

Mr. James Abraham Garfield, nomi- 
nated by the Republican party for 
the United States Presidencj, was 
only provided by his parents with a 
rudimentary education; and at an 
early age he commenced life as a 
day labourer. 

At the Quarter Sessions just held 
in the city of Norwich, W. J, Med- 
calfe, Esq., Q.G., Becorder, made one 
of those statements as to strong 
drink which judges have so often 
made. John Bnllen, one of the pri- 
soners, was asked what he had to 
say ; he replied, '* I never will drink 
another drop of beer in all my life." 
The Becorder : '* It is the drink that 
is the curse of the country. I should 
not be here, nor the jury, but for it ; 
for nineteen cases out of twenty are 
caused directly or indirectly by drink. 
People will pour liquor down their 
throats to destroy their brains and 
their character." 

At Mardin, in Asia Minor, food is 
reported to be twenty times the usual 
price. In the villages many of the 
people sustain life by eating herbs, 
roots, grass, linseed, cottonseed, and 
the leaves of certain trees. Horrible 
diseases are the natural result of this 
unwholesome kind of diet. The pea- 
sants sometimes stay the pangs of 
hunger for the moment by swallow- 
ing a kind of earth. The mortality 
is from 60 to 100. Peasants offer to 
sell their chiMren, and at £l-Kosh 
the Kurds have sold hundreds of 
young girls in order to buy food. 



Thb celebration of the centenaij 
of Sabbath Schools, by Bobert Raikes,. 
of Gloucester, has been quite an 
ovation in nearly all parts of the 
country. Baikes appears to have 
been encouraged at the very first by 
a young woman, who afterwards be- 
came the wife of the eloquent Samuel 
Bradbum, offering to become his 
first teacher. 

Thb breaking up of the homes of 
the Jesuits in France, will, by some 
friends of liberty, be thought an ex- 
treme measure ; and sympathy will 
be felt for those immediately con- 
cerned by the breaking up of an evil 
system. There is evidently a great 
change going on in the public mind 
on the Gontinent of Europe as to 
Popery; and every effort should be 
made just now to make known the 
true and real nature of the religion of 
Jesus Christ. On behalf of Metho- 
dism in Paris, Mr. Gibson is conti- 
nually appealing to England for aid— 
and he especially asks for voluntary 
aid. That an extended system of 
local preaching in France would be 
eminently calculated to be useful in 
that country there is no doubt. Can 
any local preachers in England ren- 
der any help? Who wiU perfect 
themselves in the French languai^e 
with such an object in view ? To 
permeate the French nation with the 
spirit of Christianity would be one of 
the grandest objects any local preacher 
could pursue. 

In reopening City Boad Chapel, 
Dr. Osborne, speaking of early Me- 
thodism, said : " There was another 
worthy who was a local preacher and 
teacher. He had been in the army, 
but afterwards became a baker, and 
as he had a little money, it was his 
glory to preach the Gospel without 
charge. He used to walk from Dept- 
ford to London, to the Sunday morn- 
ing breakfast meetings, to know what 
his work was to be for that day. 
This good man blessed God that he 
could meet his class and band, and 
preach five or six times a week. His 
name was Sampson Staniforth." 

The Beport of the Local Preachers' 
Association presented to the annual 
meeting at York, will commend itself. 
Notwithstanding so much increased 
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allowance haTing been given, the 
innds of the Association were never 
in so good a state. The general ba- 
lance account shows a balance in 
hand of £11,667 ISs. 8d. 



LOOK AT HOME 

A CLKBOYMAM had two daughters who 
were much too fond of dress, which 
was a great grief to him. He had 
often reproved them in vain ; and 
preaching one Sabbath-day on the 
sin of pride, he took occasion to 
notice, among other things, pride in 
dress. After speaking some consider- 
able, time on this subject, he suddenly 
stopped short, and said, with much 
feeling and expression, "But, you 
will say, look at home. My good 
friends, I do look at home till my 
heart aches." — Christian Signal of 
Aug. 2, 1878, p. 236. 



AUGUST. 

The month of August was originally 
called Sextiiis, being the sixth month 
in the Alban or Latin Calendar ; and 
this name, as it is stated, is retained 
in the calendars of Romulus, Numa 
Pompilius, and Julius OsBsar. Since 
Numa*s reform, however, it has held 
only the eighth place in the series of 
months, la the Alban calendar, Sex- 
tiiis consisted of twenty- eight days ; 



in that of Romulus of thirty ; Numa 
reduced the number to twenty-nine ; 
Julius CsBsar restored it to thirty; 
and Augustus Csesar, from whom it 
derived its new name of August, ex* 
tended the number of days to thirty- 
one, which has continued ever since. 

The Flemings and Germans have 
adopted the word August for harvest ; 
Oogst Manod is the harvest month. 
The Dutch have Oogster, to reap or 
gather corn from the field. The 
Spaniards also have the verb Agoster, 
to gather in harvest. 

The sun rises on the first at twenty- 
six minutes after four, and sets at 
forty- six minutes after seven ; on the 
31st the sun rises at thirteen minutes 
after five, and sets at forty-eight 
minutes after six. Hence the day 
shortens by forty-seven minutes in 
the morning and fifty-eight minutes 
in the evening. 

The moon is new on the 6th, and 
full on the 19th. The weather pre- 
dictions say that August will be a fine 
harvest month. The month begins 
on the Sunday and ends on the Tues- 
day. 

** Aronnd him ply the reaper band, 
With lightsome heart and eager hand, 
And mirth and music cheer the toil. 
While sheaves that stad the russet soil. 
And sickles gleaming in the sun. 
Tell jocund harvest is begun." 

Pringle, 

" The glory to the steel 
That shines in the reaper's hand ; 
And thanks to God, who has blessed the 
And crowns the harvest laud." [sod, 

Eliza Cooh, 
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PRESIDENT'S LBTTEB.— No. 2. 

Dear Bro. Sims, — Not many appli- 
cations for my help or advocacy on 
behalf of our dear old brethren, but I 
have been doing a little on my own 
account which every brother can do if 
he will only try ; and I am very 
thankful to say some of my co-workers 
are doing all they can to help to bless 
the servants of the Master we serve. 
I am trying to preach from the text 



on the president's box, viz.. Matt. 
XXV. 24, " Inasmuch as ye have 
done it unto one of the least of these 
my brethren, ye have done it unto 
Me.** And, of course, all preachers 
should begin at home first ; so I have 
great pleasure in forwarding you a 
cheque for £31 6s. ; and if you will 
send the donors notice that I have 
paid in this money, I shall feel obliged. 
Yours very truly, 

Ohables Madder. 
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DONATIONS. 



Jas. McLaren & Co. 
)dcKean, Scarf & Co. 
J« Hotheriiain & Co. 
President's Mite ... 



... £2 2 
...110 
...110 
... 25 



HONOBARY MEMBERS. 

Rev. Rutland Spooner ... 1 1 
Mr. Frank Madder ...110 



jgSl 6 

The following new honorary mem- 
bers have also been added the last 
month : — 

Mr. John Benson, Birmingham. 
Mr. R. W. Bramby, HuU. 
Mr. S. Cloke, Hull. 
T. G. 0^born, Esq., Bath. 
Mr. W. Speed, Sheffield. 
Mr. T. Studd, East Dereham. 
Mr. P. H. Mason, Swindon. 



To the Editors of the Loeal Preacher* $ 
Magazine. 

Dear Sirs, — I very much regret 
that it will be impossible for me to 
carry out the wishes of the members 
expressed at the Annual Meeting 
by going as their Delegate to the 
Local Preachers' Conference, to be 
held at Baltimore, U.S., in October 
next. I need not say how disappointed 
I am, but perhaps circumstances will 
be more favourable next year. 

I take tljis tlie earliest opportunity 
of giving this information to the 
brethren through your columns, hop- 
ing that some other brother will 
volnnteer to fill the vacancy. 

Yours truly, 

J. MiLSOM. 



DONCASTEB BBANCH. 

The Anniversary Services in con- 
;nection with this branch were held on 
Sunday and Monday, July 4th and 
5th, at Thome, wliere on Sunday 
Bro. Webster, of York, preached 
two very impressive sermons in the 
Wesleyan Chapel. 

On Monday a public tea was 
provided by the friends in the school- 
room, to which about eighty persons 
sat down ; after tea the meeting was 
held in the chapel, presided over by 



W. Nelstrop, Esq., of Hatfield, sup* 
ported by the Rev. C. A. Colling wood, 
Brothers H. Smith of Hatfield, Poole 
of Goole, Webster of York, Neal of 
Sheffield, G. Stockdale, F. J. Little- 
wood, and otiters from Doncaster. 

Tlie chairman spoke of his father, 
who when living took a very active 
part in the formation of the Associa- 
tion ; how he had travelled far and 
wide to make known its objects and 
benefits; he was one of the early 
presidents, and to the day of Lis 
deatli spared neither time nor expense 
in behalf of this institution, whicli lay 
near to his heart. 

The secretary, Bro. F. J. Littlewood, 
read the report, which showed the 
branch to be in a flourishing Con- 
dition ; was commenced in May, 1878, 
with 8 members, now numbers 23 
benefit and S hon. members. Our 
financial statement is as follows :— 

£ s. d. 
To Free Subscriptions 5 16 

„ Benefit members 19 10 6 

„ Net proceeds of Sermons 

and Meeting, 1879 10 
„ Profit on Magazine 6 6 



je35 13 

The Rev. C. A. GoUiogwood 
expressed his sympathy with the 
Association, and spoke of the dis- 
couragements local preachers have 
to undergo, and the good they have 
done. Bro. H. Smith, of Hatfield,, 
referred to the influence of local 
preachers, how through the instrU' 
mentality of a local preacher he had 
been led to conviction, the pardon of 
his sins, and himself becoming en- 
gaged in 80 glorious a calling. 

Bro. Councillor Neal, of Sheffield, 
in a very amusing speech, said there 
lay nothing so near his heart, and of 
nothing he liked so much to speak as 
this grand Association ; also referred 
to the disadvantages of local preachers 
in former days, compared with what 
was enjoyed by our young brethren, 
who were just making a commence- 
ment, and urged upon them the value 
of reading everything that was cal- 
culated to instruct and prepare them 
for paths of usefulness. 

The Mutual-Aid Anthem, by Bro. 
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Bose, of Aylesbaiy, was then heartily 
minpf by the clioir and congregation, 
after which Bro. Webster, of York, in 
a very telling manner spoke of the 
qualiti cation of local preachers, the 
fiials and dangers they have some- 
times to pass throagh ; gave his ex- 
perience whilst travelling, in order to 
preach or speak in behalf of this grand 
institution, and concluded with an 
eloqueut appeal to all who valued the 
services of our local brethren, to 
eontribute largely to so worthy an 
object, in order to relieve our aged 
brethren. 

Bro. Dixon, of Conisbro', and Bro. 
Stockdale, of Doncaster, proposed and 
seconded a vote of thanks to the 
chairman and the ladies who had 
presided at the trays. 

Bro. H. Smith and Bro. F. Little- 
wood proposed and seconded a vote 
of thanks to the deputation and the 
trustees of the chapel. 

The Rev. C. A. Collingwood pro- 
nounced the benediction, and then 
ended what had been a very profitable 
and instructive meeting. 

The net proceeds of the services 
were £Q. F. J. Littlewood. 



NOBTHAMPTON BBANCH. 

KISHNGBURY. 

On Snnday, June 18th, two sermons 
were preached in the chapel at Kis- 
lingbury by Bro. Perkins, on behalf 
of the Local Preachers' Mutual- Aid 
Association ; and on Monday, the 
following day, a tea-meeting was iield, 
and afier the tea a public meeting. 
The chair was taken by Mr. Lenton, 
local secretary, and addresses were 
given by the brethren G. Pinney, W. 
Sharp, J. Mallard, Wm. Gibbons, and 
J. Eyres. It was truly a good meet- 
ing, and I have great pleasure in 
handing over to you the sum of ^1 12s. 
as the result. John Lenton. 



ANNUAL MEETING. 

The Annual Public Meeting of the 
Association was iield in the Centenary 
Chapel. York, June 17th ; the Chapel 
Was well tilled. 
The Bevs. Bobert Bond and 



Woodcock conducted the opening 
devotional exercises. 

Tlie chair was taken by J. B. Hill» 
Esq., the son of a former president of 
the body, who in a few appropriate 
sentences announced his attachment 
to local preachers, and his regard for 
his father's memory. He claimed 
for local preachers the praise of 
faithfulness to the doctrines of Chris- 
tianity as understood by John Wesley, 
and of faithfulness to their engage- 
ments upon their plans, so that their 
pulpits were always well filled. 

The Honorary Secretary read ex- 
tracts from the report, showing the 
operations of the Association during 
the past year, and the character and 
claims of the needy brethren who had 
been placed on the Annuitant list 
during the year. He declined to 
make a speech as so many of the 
brethren were prepared to do so. 

The President (Bro. C. S. Madder) 
expressed the pleasure he felt in 
advocating the claims of the Asso- 
ciation before such a chairman and 
such an audience. Thirteen years 
ago he was at York on the same 
errand ; and he should never forget 
the hallowed Sunday services of that 
day. He maintained that the care of 
the poor, especially of those poor who 
have laboured in word and doctrine — 
whether called ministers or locals — 
was a sure test of the spiritual con- 
dition of a church or circuit. He 
had never known a thriving cause 
where the *' worn out ministers' fund " 
languished, and he might say the 
same with regard to this Aneociation. 
Where the *' Mutual Aid " flourished, 
there also flourished the churches of 
Methodism. 

Brother J. Milsom (Ex-President) 
had found during his year of office 
that in many extensive districts of 
England, this Association was but 
imperfectly known ; and where known 
to some extent, its work in main- 
taining the sick, old, and needy local 
preachers was not sufficiently known* 
He gave instances where some of the 
local preacliers had been for years 
dependent upon our funds, and yet 
the fact was unknown to richer local 
preachers on the same plans. It is 
strange tliat they had never once 
thought to ask how their poor brethren 
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were mmintained, bat so it had been. 
He related some of his experiences 
in endeaTooring to extend the opera- 
tions of the Association : and showed 
how mncli better a general fond like 
this was than many iitUe local fonds 
which had been started in country 
places. He had been well helped by 
the circait ministers, and he main- 
tained that whatever was for the good 
of local preachers was indirectly a 
benefit to the ministry. He com- 
plained that onr payments were too 
small, and should rejoice if the 
liberality of friends would allow us to 
give all needy old men ten shillings 
a week. 

Brother John Field (the American 
representative) said he had never 
advocated a nobler cause than this. 
He, however, felt surprised to hear of 
so much distress among local 
preachers ; indeed he was astonished 
at it. He could not have believed 
it. Why, in Philadelphia, the Metho- 
dist Episcopal Church has erected a 
large and handsome stone building, 
and well furnished it, even to nice 
carpets for the feet, for the ordinary 
poor members to live in who have 
not good homes of their own. He 
remembered that the ministers who 
visited his father's house used to take 
him upon their knees and bless him. 
He thought and believed now that 
the ministers of the Methodist Epis- 
copal Church of the United States 
were the best men upon earth, and 
there was the greatest harmony 
between them and the local ministry. 
He well remembered an emigrant 
local preacher, with bis wife and eight 
children, who was proceeding to 
America, and who on Sabbath day 
preached on board the ship thirty 
years ago. A few days after he fell 
sick, he grew worse and worse and 
was about to die. His eldest daugh- 
ter said to him " Father, what are we 
to do ? you are about to leave us, 
mother is too ill to help us, what are 
we to do?" He said, *' My dear, God 
will be a father to the fatherless, and 
a husband to the widow." A few 
days after he died, repeating '* Vital 
Spark,*' and his mantle fell upon his 
son, the present speaker, who has 
worn it until now. Worn, threadbare, 
poor and old it may have appeared at 



times, bnt he had never lost it. (Great 
applause.) 

One hundred years ago, Philip 
Embury began to preach in America, 
and his audience numbeied five 
persons. Now there are 3,400,000 
communicants on that continent, and 
the worshippers in the Meihodist 
churches are fully one third of the 
entire people ; 12,000 local preachers 
had sent him here. Oh ! if he could, 
he would put together all those voices, 
all those smiling faces, all those 
warm hearts, and all those clasping 
hands, and offer them all now. 
(Cheers.) He felt we were all one, 
though the great Atlantic rolled 
between ; we are preaching the same 
truths, and are aiming at the same 
objects. There were differences in 
operations there as here: the local 
preachers' work was not the same in 
the large cities as in the more recently 
settled districts. Mostly in theil 
cities large churches were built, and 
there was one pastor for each church, 
so that the local preacher had no 
sphere of labour in that church, he 
had to find labour elsewhere. He, 
however, thought that local preachers 
were as much wanted in America as 
ever, especially if they could get such 
preachers as the one who occupied the 
chapel last night. (Cheers.) He was 
once in Bohemia, and meeting with 
some Jews he questioned them con- 
cerning the old prophecies which 
foretold the Messiah. It was a most 
interesting time, and he had lately 
received a letter from theip, stating 
that that Bible lesson would never be 
forgotten. He read a letter from a 
dear old local minister in Baltimore, 
Isaac P. Cook, which said : — 

'* England and Ireland gave us oni 
first Methodist local preachers. We 
owe them a debt of gratitude we can 
never repay. I sent to the Editor of 
the London Local Preachers* Maga- 
zine a copy of my * Salutatory * to 
the Baltimore Conference, as a small 
tribute of love and affection. If the 
rules of their Association will allow, 
I would feel flattered and honoured 
by being designated an ' honoraiy 
member ' from abroad. 

*' My claims are few and unimpor- 
tant. This is my year of Jubilee. I 
have been exhorter from lb27, local 
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preacher, deacon, and elder, from 
1830 to 1880. I have delivered 
more than 2,000 sermons, such as 
local preacliers preach ! My bow is 
now broken, my shattered harp upon 
file willows I The will of the Lord 
be done.'* The letter enclosed a five- 
pound note. (Applause.) 

He was rather put about yesterday 
morning hy the friends telling him 
"We like to close at twelve.'* The 
words stuck to him wlien in the 
pulpit, until their hearty *'Amens" 
in the prayer drove tliem away. 
Now he felt quite at home, and should 
never more be a stranger. (Great 
applause.) 

A hymn was then sung. 

Brother Wm. Bowron felt quite 
tmfit to follow such an eloquent 
brother; his thoughts were all abroad. 
His brother Chamberlain sometimes 
joked him about the value of new 
thoughts. Well, he would go fifty 
miles for a new idea, if it were a good 
one — one that would suggest other 
thoughts, and so fill the mind with 
new, or grand, or beautiful figures. 
(Cheers.) He had long been digging 
for new thoughts in one of the ancient 
hills, year after year he had sought 
to difl( and mine out pulpit thought 
from Calvary's mount; tiiat is the 
richest mine, bright gems of Gospel 
truth are there to be found. (Cheers.) 
But for platform thouj^hts he went to 
newspapers, or anywliere else. He 
read in the " 2'imes " of an unfortunate 
Woman who, just released from prison, 
stood bathing herself in the sunlight, 
and opening her mouth to breathe in 
the fresh air of morning, exclaimed, 
"0 blessed liberty!" Just then a 
police-ofiicer touched her shoulder and 
said, *' You are my prisoner." '* O ! " 
said she, " what for ? " " It is about 
tbat shawl, you know," said he ; and 
then, throwing up her hands, she ex- 
claimed, ** O dear ! how one thing leads 
to another / " Yes, it is so, one sin 
leads to another, and one good thought 
or good deed leads to another also. 
(Cheers.) Yes, you young men and 
young ladies, take care ; a side glance 
leads to a lull-iaced smile, and that 
to another, and another, and then 
come marriage and a house full of 
^Jbildren. (Laughter.) 

He had lately read that in Great 



Britain, connected with Methodism— 
the old mother and four of hes 
daughters — there were about 35,000 
local preachers, and he was rather 
disappointed to hear brother Field 
just now speak of 12,000 only in 
America. A good deal liad been said 
about apostolic succession, and he 
feared tFiat some were in the succes- 
sion of Judas the apostle. His breth- 
ren were in that of Paul, the tent- 
maker, who wrought with his own 
hands for his daily bread. 

About 140 years ago one such 
began in Yorkshire to tell his neigh- 
bours about forgiveness of sins through 
faith in Christ Jesus, and so many 
gave heed thereto, that the publican 
said his taproom was deserted, and 
the parson said his church was being 
emptied. It is a sad thing when 
publican and parson clasp hands 
together ; it was done then, and it has 
been done since, for one thing leads to 
another, (Cheers.) Well, they sent 
John Nelson for a soldier, and he was 
brought to an inn, in York, where he 
heard his officers swearing in an aw- 
ful manner, and he said, " Gentle- 
men, don't you believe in God, and in 
a day of judgment ? " That reproof 
of his may be called the first local 
preacher's sermon ever delivered in 
York. He had seen a large carica- 
ture of that period in which John 
Nelson was depicted as setting on fire 
a wide expanse of dried fern and 
heath, and Satan was blowing to 
blow it out, but at last was described 
as saying, ** The more I blow, the 
faster it burns." Well, only think 
of that day when one poor hard- 
working stonemason, impressed for a 
soldier, represented Methodism in 
York ; and now see this noble chapel 
and the other chapels, and the thou- 
sands of believers who worship 
therein ! Why, how marvellously, 
under God's blessing, one thing has 
led to another here. (Great applause.) 

The collection was then made; 
and during this time the hymn of 
Christian brotherhood was siyig with 
the greatest enthusiasm. Brothers 
Cossons, Chamberlin and Hose, pro- 
posed some complimentary votes of 
thanks, which were of course agreed 
to, and the Rev. B. Bond pronoimced 
the benediction. 
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PBOPOSED TBU8T PBED. 

Thk Anonal MeetiDg at York directed 
that this Deed should appear in oar 
Anguat namher; and that any sag- 
seated alterations therein most be 
&rwarded to the Editors before the 
1st November next. If any altera- 
tions are sag<;e6ted, they will be 
printed in the Maj^azine for January 
next, and considered at the next 
annnal meeting. 

Thos, Chambbblain, 

Hon. Sec. 

To ALL TO WHOM thesB Presents shall 
come. 

We, Bichard Carter, of Backing- 
bam, in the County of Bnckingham, 
Oentleman, Thomfls Chamberlain of 
Windsor, in the Connty of Berks, 
Gentleman, William Willmer Pocock 
of Wandsworth, in the County of 
Surrey, Architect, and John Carter of 
Chelsea, in the County of Middlesex, 
Gentleman, severally Send Greeting : 

Whereas an Association has been 
formed and established denominated 
** The Wefileyan Methodist Local 
Preachers* Mutual Aid Association," 
and certain rules for the government 
and regulation of the said Association 
have been made and agreed to by the 
Members thereof, by which rules it is, 
amongst other things, provided that 
(with the exception hereinafter men- 
tioned) the said Association shall 
consist of accredited Local Preachers 
in Great Britain belonging to the 
Wesleyan Methodist Connexion, the 
Heform or Independent Methodist 
Churches, and the United Methodist 
Free Cliurches, and that the ohjects 
of the said Association shall be to 
afford relief to the Members during 
periods of sickness and old age accord- 
ing to the scale and after the manner 
in the said Eules particularly men- 
tioned, and to provide sums of money, 
payable at death, to the nominees 
of deceased members, and also to 
make allowances in certain cases to 
the Widows of deceased members. 
And that there shall be six or more 
Trustees of tlie said Association, to 
be appointed in case of any vacancy 
by the Annual Meeting of such As- 
Bociaiion. And that the General 
Committee of the said Association 



shall consist of a President, Ex-Presi-: 
dent, Treasnrer, Honorary Secretary, 
and the Trnstees, and fifty Members 
of the said Association, and shall 
have power to control and decide all 
things connected with the Associa- 
tion not provided for by the Rales, 
and to fill np all vacancies which may 
occur in its own body in the intervu 
between the Annual Meetings of the 
said Association. And that ten Mem- 
bers of the said General Committee 
shall retire annually by rotation. 
And that every such accredited Local 
Preacher as hereinbefore mentioned 
shall be eligible for membership. 
And all persons, not being Local 
Preachers, contributing one guinesi or 
npwards per annum, may be Hono- 
rary Members of the said Association^ 
and that contributors of ten guineas 
shall be Honorary Members for life. 
And that there shall be an Annual 
Meeting of the Members of the said 
Association at which the President, 
Treasurer, Honorary Secretary, and 
ten Members of the Committee sliall 
be elected annually by ballot, and 
which shall have power to alter or 
rescind any of the Rules of the 
Association at each third meeting 
after the year 1872. 

And whereas the said Richard 
Carter, Thomas Chamberlain,William 
Willmer Pocock and John Carter are 
the present Trustees of the said 
Association, and are possessed of or 
entitled to a sum of £9,800 £3 per 
centum Consolidated Bank Annnities, 
now standing in their names for the 
purposes hereinafter mentioned, and 
intended to be settled upon the trusts 
hereinafter declared of and concerning 
the same. And it is anticipated that 
further sums will from time to time 
be contributed and paid or transferred 
to the said Trustees for the like 
purposes. 

And whereas for the purpose of 
declaring the trusts as well of the 
before-mentioned sum of Consols, as 
also of all moneys to be hereafter 
contributed in manner and for the 
purposes aforesaid, the said Richard 
Carter, Thomas Chamberlrtin,Williani 
Willmer Pocock and John Carter 
liave respectively agreed to execute 
these Presents. 

Now KNOW ye and these Presents 
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Witness, that in pnrsiianoe of the 
said Aizreement and in consideration 
of the Premises, it is hereby agreed 
and declared, that they the said 
Richard Garter, Thomas Chamber- 
laiD, William Willmer Pocock a ad 
John Garter, and the snrvivors and 
survivor of them, and the ezecators 
or administrators of such survivor or 
other the Trustees or Trustee for the 
time being of these Presents (herein- 
after respectively referred to as ** the 
said Trustees or Trustee"), shall 
stand and be possessed of and inte- 
rested in the said sum of £9.800 
£S per centum Consolidated Bank 
Annuities, and also of and in all 
moneys wiiich shall at any time here- 
after be paid to or received by them 
respectively as contributions or addi- 
tions tiiereto (which said sum of Gon- 
solidated Bank Annuities and moneys 
are hereinafter referred to and to- 
gether include in the expression, '* the 
said trust funds"). Upon the trusts 
and for the purposes hereinafter men- 
tioned, tliat is to say : — 

Upon Trust that they the said Trus- 
tees shall permit the said sum of 
£9,800 £3 per centum Consolidated 
Bank Annuities or any part thereof 
to continue in its present state of in- 
vestment for such time as they or he 
shall think fit, or if and when they 
or he shall deem it expedient so to do 
shall, with the consent in writing of 
the General Gommittee of the said 
Association, signified under the hands 
of their Gtiaitman and Secretary for 
the time being, sell and convert the 
same or any part or parts thereof into 
xnoney. And shall with the like con- 
sent notified as aforesaid, lay out and 
invest the moneys to arise by such 
sale or sales as aforesaid, and all 
other moneys which shall at any time 
be received by the said Trustees or 
Trustee as contributions or additions 
to the said trust funds in their or his 
names or name, in or upon the Par- 
liamentary Stocks or Public Funds of 
Great Britain, or upon Government 
or Real securities in England or 
Wales, and not elsewhere, or in or 
^pon tlie stock of the Bank of Eng- 
laudjor Bank of Ireland, or the stocks 
or securities of the Government of 
India, or of any of the British Golo- 
lues or Dependencies, or in or upon 



any other security, from time to time 
sanctioned by Act of Parliament, or 
by the General Orders of the Supreme 
Court, as a mode of luvestment of 
Trust Funds. And shall from time 
to time vary such investments and 
securities for any other or others of a 
nature hereby authorised as occasion 
shall require, or the said Trustees ois 
Trustee shall think proper or expe- 
dient. 

And it is hereby furtheh agreed 
and declared that the said Trustees 
or Trustee shall stand and be 
possessed of and interested in the 
said Trust Funds and the Stocks, 
Funds, and securities in or upon 
which the same shall from time to. 
time be invested as aforesaid. 

In trust with and out of the divi- 
dends, interest, and income thereof,, 
and when needful, on written request 
of the General Gommittee, out of the 
principal of the said Trust Funds, to 
pay such allowances during sickness 
and superannuation allowances to 
Members of the said Association, and 
allowances and sums of money to. 
Widows and Nominees of deceased 
members, and other allowances and 
payments (if any) authorised respec- 
tively by the Rules for the time beinp; 
of the said Association as the General 
Committee of the said Association, in 
conformity with the said rules, shall 
from time to time direct. And in 
case the said Association shall at any 
time hereafter be dissolved, or from 
any other cause shall cease to exist, 
then upon trust to apply and dispose 
of the said trust fund, stocks, funds, 
shares, and securities, and the divi- 
dends, interest, and income thereof 
for such purposes and in such manner 
as the rules for the time being of 
the said Societv shall in that event 
direct. Provided alwjlYs and it is 
hereby further declared and agreed, 
that in case the said Richard Garter, 
Thomas Chamberlain, William Will- 
mer Pocock, and John Garter, or any 
or either of them, or any new Trustees 
or Trustee to be appointed as herein- 
after mentioned, shall die or desire to 
be dischar>^ed from the trusts herein- 
before declared, or shall emigrate, or 
shall refuse or become incapable to . 
act therein, then and in every such 
case the General Committee of the 
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nid Agsoeiatimi, or a majority of the 
memben thereof present at a meeting 
tonYened for that pnrpoae shall, and 
may forthwith nominate and appoint 
any person or persons, beinf; a Trustee 
or Trustees of the said Association, or 
if there be no Trustee of the said As- 
sociation, oth<»r than the surviving or 
continuing Truf^tees or Trustee of 
these Presents, then any other person 
or persons whomsoever, to supply the 
place of the said Trustee or Trustees 
respectively so djiog, desiring to be 
discharged, or emigrating, or refusing 
t>r becoming incapable to act as afore- 
said, but so nevertheless that in the 
event of the sppointment of any per- 
son or persons not being a Trustee or 
Trustees of the said Association to be 
a Trustee or Trustees of the Presents, 
under the power lastly hereinbefore 
contained, it shall be lawful for the 
members of the said Association, pre- 
sent at tlie Annual Meeting thereof 
next ensuing such appointment, or the 
major of them, either to confirm and 
adopt such appointment, or to remove 
from office any new Trustee or Trus- 
tees so appointed, and to appoint any 
other person or persons to be a Trus- 
tee or Trustees of these Presents in 
their or his place. And upon every 
such appoiutment, whether the same 
-shall be made by the General Com- 
mittee, or by an Annual Meeting of 
the said Association, the number of 
Trustees may be increased or dimi- 
nished. And immediately after every 
such appointment the said trust funds, 
and the stocks, funds, and securities 
in or upon which the same, shall be 
invested shall be assigned and trans- 
ferred so that the same may vest in 
such new Trustees or Trustee jointly 
with the surviving or continuing 
Trustees or Trustee, or solely, as the 
case may require. And every such 
new Trustee sliall thereupon declare 
the trusts thereof in writiug under his 
hand, in conformity with the trusts 
and provisions herein declared and 
contained, and shall have and may 
exercise the same powers, privileges, 
and authorities whatsoever, as if he 
had been appointed a Trustee by 
these Presents. Provided also, and 
it is hereby further declared and 
agreed, that the said Hichard Garter, 
Thomas Cltamberlain, William Will- 



mer Pooock and John Carter, and sll 
fatnre Trustees to be appointed as 
hereinbefore mentioned, and each and 
every of them respectively, shall be 
charged and chargeable only with 
such moneys, stoclu, funds, shares 
and securities as they respectively 
shall actually receive by virtue of the 
trusts hereby in them reposed, not- 
withstanding their respectively giving 
or signing any receipt or receipts for 
the sake of conformity. And that any 
one or more of them shall not be an- 
swerable or accountable for the others 
or other of them, nor for any banker, 
broker, or other person with whom 
any trust moneys or securities may be 
deposited, nor for the insufficiency nor 
deficiency of any stocks, funds, or 
securities, nor for any other loss, un- 
less the same shall happen through 
their own wilful default respectively. 
And that it shall be lawful for them, 
by and out of the moneys which shall 
come to their respective hands by vir- 
tue of tlie trusts aforesaid, to dedact, 
retain and reimburse to and for tliem- 
selves respectively, and also to allow 
to their Co Trustee or Co-Trustees all 
costs, charges and expenses which 
they respectively shall sustain, or be 
put unto, in or about the execution of 
the aforesaid trusts or in relation 
thereto. In witness, &c. 

GENERAL COMMITTEE. 

The montlily meeting was held at the 
president's (Brother Madder's) house, 
Aylesbury, July 14th, at 3 p.m. 

Present: The President, Ex-presi- 
dent, Hon. and General Secretaries; 
Jameson, Aldom, Johnson, Bose, 
Wardley, Andrew, Clapham, Durley, 
Turtle, Benson, Cropper, and Wright. 

A hymn having been sung. Brother 
Andrew offered prayer. 

The minutes were read and con- 
firmed. 

The monthly statement showed 
receipts ^288, payments £335 68. 6d. 
new members 18 ; deaths, 4 members 
and 5 wives; sick 70, annuitants 149. 

Bills were ordered to be paid amount- 
ing to £97 5s. 5d., including Secre- 
tary's salary, postages, coals, ex- 
penses to York, Ac, rent, printing, 
and honorary members' magazines. 

Brother C. J., of O., aged 60, • 
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loeftl preaoher 88 years, applied for 
help. He is a widower with four 
children, three of whom are in service. 
He was a ganger on the Great 
Western line ; bat lost one leg and 
had the other injured by an accident. 
He is now receiving half pay, Ss. 8d. 
weekly, from a sick club which will 
cease in September next. 

The case was ordered to stand ever 
for inquiries to be made whether the 
railway would not do something for a 
brother maimed in its service. 

Brother J. A., of B., aged 69, a 
local preacher 85 years, has a wife 
aged 60, and four children, one of 
wliom helps him occasionally ; one son 
is also at home and throws in his 
earnings of 10s. a week to the common 
stock. Our brother was a coal miner, 
bat his health is completely broken 
down. The case was mentioned last 
month, and it was resolved that the 
brother shonld receive 6s. a week. 

Brother K W., of P., aged 63, a 
local preacher 88 yenrs, has a delicate 
wife aged 66, and 10 children. He 
has been an engine driver, but extreme 
deafness and heart disease of long 
standing cut bim off from that. He 
has lately been currying round a little 
tea to sell. The Local Secretary 
wrote urgently in his favour, and re- 
gretting tliat his branch did so little 
for our cause. 

Resolved : That the brother have 
6b. a week. 

Brother J. M., of S., aged 87, a 
local preacher 46 years, asked for 
more help, and the full allowance of 
68. a week was granted. 

Brother J. R. of F., aged 75, who 
has been on our funds from 1878, was 
al:4o advanced to the full 63. a week. 

The case of a brother was considered 
whose card of entrance was dated in 
September last. It was held that he 
could not receive benefits till Sep- 
tember next. 

The following communication was 
read: — 

Ballarat, April It, 1880. 

At the Ai^f^regate Meeting of the 
Wesleyan Local Preachers* Associa- 
tion of Victoria, held at Ballarat, 
March 15, it was resolved, '* That the 
Secretary furnish a report of the 
gratitude expressed by ttie Aggregate 
Meeting toward the English Local 



Preachers' Association on hearing 
from our representative ; that he^ 
A. J. Smith, E$«q., our President, was 
received by Mr. Thos. Chamberlain, 
Hon. Secretary of the Parent Society^ 
to whom he presented our fraternal 
letter, with the utmost cordiality, and 
was afforded very gratifying attention 
by him and other officers, and far<^ 
nished with pleasing and interesting 
information relative to the past opera^ 
tions and present position of the 
English Wesleyan Local Preachers' 
Association." 

The General Secretnry read a notice 
to quit which had been received from 
the late owners of Exeter Hall, the 
room being wanted for alerations. 

A Sub-Committee, consi'^ting of 
Brothers J. Carter, Aldom, Sims, and 
Wardley, was appointed to inquire 
after a suitable office and to report ta 
next meeting. 

Brother G. Curtis, of Silsden, Leeds,, 
being about to proceed to America on 
a visit, the Hon. Secretary was re- 
quested to furnish him with a recom<t 
mendatory letter. 

The question of the Magazine coyer 
was deferred to next meeting. 

The question of prefixes and affixes 
to the names of Trustees, Officers and 
Committee was considered, but on a 
division the list was ordered to stand 
as usual. 

A Sub-Committee, consisting of the 
President, Dr. Aldom, A. R. Johnson 
and H. Wright, was appointed to 
confer with members of the Wes^ 
leyan Conference, respecting the 
grant of £8,000 appropriated to Local 
Preachers. 

Brother Benson invited the next 
monthly meeting to his house at 
Ivinghoe, on Wednesday, Auj^ust 11, 
at 1 p.m. This was accepted. Breth- 
ren to come by rail to Cheddington, 
station, leaving Euston Square, 10.16. 

Brother Durley closed with prayer^ 



DEATHS. 

JUNB 11, 1880. Mrs. Stone, Norwich 
Branch, aged 54 years. Having be- 
lieved with the heart nnto riv- iteous^ 
ness, she kept the faith, and left a good 
testimony that she had s:one to be with 
COrist which is far better. Claim £i^ 
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JTune, l^y 1880. J. Wilkhifon, 
^antham Braseb, aged 66 jean. He 
dii^ in tbe Lord. Claim £8. 

Jane 28th, 1 8S0. E. Roberta, Bnaitli 
.Bmncb, eg^ 70 yean* His end was 
peace. Claim £8. 

Julj 1st, 188C. Llewellyn Morgan. 
Hinde Street Brancb, aged 84 years, 
Almost his last words were, *' Tell Mr. 
Sims and all friends that all is well, 
the way is clear, my feet are on the 
Bock, no cloud, I am happy." Thus 
ended the life of a faithful and hard- 
working preacher, having been en- 



gaged in the Master'a Serriee shoot 
seTentj years. He had been an animi. 
tant 408 weeks^ and had xeceiyed £90 
16b. Claim £4. 

July 6th, 1880. Kia. Adams, Foren 
of Dean Branch, aged 74 years. She 
had been for many years a member of 
the Wesleyan Society, and for her con- 
sistent Christian life, as well as for her 
domestic virtues, wan greatly beloved. 
She died in peace. No Claim. 

July 18th, 1880. J. Strift, Sheffield 
Branch, aged 69 yean. No particiilar& 
Claim £4. 
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So^tthwarh and Lambeth — Hessrs. Ghaloner and Cooke^ 
nm. jdi is... ■■• ••• ••• ••• ■•• 

VtOt^tnfilia .•• .•• ••• .•* ••• a.. 

Market JloMsn^'MisB Bamsdale, hm. £1 Is ; Collection at 
Public Heeting, £4 10s. 6d (Less expenses £i 12s) 
9b« 1 OS od ••• ••• .•• ... .•• ... 

Beffford—'bir. J. Farrington, hm. (Biggleswade) £1 la ... 
W^ymimth and PortlanS ... ... ... ..« 

xCft^-MZon .•■ «.. ... *•• ■«» ••• 

Jiolyn6ll •*. ... ... ••• ••• ••• 

Oldhom^^*'M.o%e%t* hm. £1 la ; Mrs. Taylor, hm. £1 Is ... 

Iloughton,'?e-Spring'^Col\co\ion at NewLampton 

^ATWltdple ... ••• ••• ••• .. • ••• 

xLettcTinff I.. •*• ••• ... 

Scxh/itn \tt ... ... ••• ... 

Deptfard and Woolwleh'^yb. A. Coldwcdl, 2s 

Gvsfn^ty ••• ••• ... ..• 

iETo/f— Mr. Taylor, qly. 2s 6d 

tJitfigleton ••• ..• 

A0ntlal ••• ••• 

Burnley ••• ... ... ••• 

Sh'pley—X Friend, 6s (per Bro. Dawson) 

JSeicport (Moii.)^yiT, J. Baker, hm. £1 ; Mr. H. Collier, 
hm. qly. 6s 8d; Mr. W. Edwards; hm. qly. 6s 8d 

J^orthampton 2nd 

Svntipgdon ... 

Sunderland ••• 

Beatizei'-lliw Qiddings, qly. 2s 6d 

ffayle ••• 

Taunton ••• 

Stockttn-on' Tees 

Sheffield- A Friend, £l (per Bro. Neal); Mr. J. Howarth, 
hm. £1 Is (per Bro. Turtle) 

"Chfitteris iMt .. ... ... ... ... ... 

OT. JVe$ •*. •«. ... ..a ..« ,aa 

Burtnnon'Trawt ... ••• ... ..: 

Wantage ..• *.. ... .•• ... ... 

St'vth/ftfrt ••• ... ... .•• ••« ... 

Betiaham Street (Gatedhead) ... 

wLtnfton >». ■»• ••• ,,, ,,^ 

'^itvH¥pert ••• 



».« 



••• 

••• 



• •t 
«•• 

• •• 



• •» 



••• 



• •• 



• t* 



•0* 



Free 8ab- Benefit 

acriptioDB. Memben. 

£ a. d« £ B. d. 



110 
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12 2 
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2 6 
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1 10 6 

2 6 
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1 16 



3 17 6 

1 10 

8 4 6 

6 



1 1 

15 

1 6 

12 
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1 13 
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1 4 
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1 10 
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19 

18 

3 6 3 

8 

1 16 
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1 1 



8 17 
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1 4 
1 18 

8 

1 1 
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''ChclMti ••• ••• ■•• «•• ••• *■* 

£atingwold^-'Mx^ Hawking (special) £1 ; Mr. W. Snow, 
liin. dbl ••• ••• ■•• ••• •■• ••• 

2mCC€St6F 2iltf ••• ••• ••• ••• •■• 

InOVlB ••• •**. ••• ••• ••• ••■ 

■OTPtlWOn ••• ••• ••• ••• ••• *** 

Jiorpctn ■•• ••• ■•• ••• ••• ••• 

'Oattoxton ••• ••• ••• •■• ••• ■'• 

Scarborough— ULr. J. W. Calvert, hm. lOa 6d; Public Col- 
lection afc Meeting, net £3 i9a 3(1 
Zincoln — Mr. C. Duokering, hm. qly. 5s 3d 

'OllMP1iB$S ••« at* ••• ■•• ••• ••• 

MdHXjicCd ... .*. ••• ••• .•• .•• 

iS6tXl6 •■• ••• ••• ••• ••■ ••• 

Leeds^lSx. T. Chnrch, hm. £1 Is ; Mr. W. Hodgson, 58; 

Mr. H. T. Mawson, hm. £1 Is 
7i^/r/2^v— Mr. T. Mason, 48 6d 
Donccuier — Mr. W. Mane, ho. 10s 6d ; Mr. J. Marsden, hm. 

£l la; Friends at Thorne, 58; Collections after Sermons 

and Public Meeting at Thorne, £8 — 
-St. C'olnntb •• ••• ••• ••• *•• ••• 

Chatteris 2nd ... ••• ... ••• 

Spitilfields^Mt, B. B. Salisbary, hm. £1 Is 

Southampton 

Penzanee ••• 

Wellington ••• 

BarnMlty ••• 

Shtitley Bridge 

Boehenter 

Manchrnter — Bro. A. Andrew, hm. £1 Is ; Bro. T. Hallam, 

hm. qly. 5s 3d ••• ... ••• ••• ... 

isc* A(f net ... ••• ••• .•• ... ••• 
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THE RISE OF THE METHODIST LOCAL MINISTRY. 

An Address at the Annual Meeting of the Local Preachers* Mutual" Aid 
Association^ Centenary Chapel^ York, June Qth^ 1880. 

BY THE REV. JOSHUA MASON. 

"It is notorious that in the oentary and half wMoh followed the Beformation, 
ministeis who had never received Episcopal Ordination were welcomed to our 
pulpits ; but even persons who laid claim to no such ministerial commission had, 
in former days, been systematically admitted to preach."*— ** Tiines " Leader, tot 
May 15th, 1873. 

*'How seldom do any people complain of the shortness of a sermon; how 
often of its being too long ? What a fool, then, is he who spends his 
time and thought merely to be blamed 1 " — so said Samael Bradbam, ia 
his adyice to preachers. On this occasion, however, by a sort of Medes 
and Persian law, as I suppose, I am required to he brief ; not that I 
have any wish for myself, or those whom I address, either here or else* 
where to come under the keen lampoon of Cowper, who in his *' Task/' 
describes the pulpit exquisites of his own times and of other times, as — 

<(The things that mount the rostrum with a skip, 
And then skip down again ; pronounce a text ; 
Cry, hem / and reading what they never wrote, 
Just fifteen minutes, huddle up their work; 
And with a well-bred whisper close the scene." 

*• Well-bred I *' Ah, let us see what that means for a moment. I 
heard a gentleman say awhile ago that he had been in company with a 
certain city magnate, and reference having been made to some leading 
Nonconformist ministers, his magnateship remarked, ** They may be men 
of talent, but they are not gentlemen, like so and so are." All that needs 
to be said in reply to such a censor is — That he alone is " well-bred " who 
treats other people with respect ; and he alone is a gentleman who is 
above whatever is mean. I am now to speak to a number of gentlemen, 
and my subject is, ** The Kisb of the Methodist Local Ministry." 
But I freely confess that I would much rather preach than give an 
address either on preachers or on preaching. 

By way of introduction, let us refer to Preachers under the Dispensation 
oj the Father,xmdeT the Dispensation of the Son, and under the Dispensation 
of the Spirit. We are indebted to John Fletcher for these subject- 
headings, in what to us is the most lovely of all his writings — " The Por- 
trait of St. Paul" — a treatise that you should read at your leisure; 
indeed, that you ought to read soon and thoroughly, whether you have 
leisure or not. ^ 

The Dispensation of the Father.— This reached from the creation 

to the Incarnation. The starry heavens and verdent earth, the succession 

of night and day, and the revolving seasons preached Him, The rewards 

of virtue and the punishments of vice waiting on the steps of individuals 

September, 1880. r 
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that some of them are good men, howerer mistaken, who saj that none 
of ns are New Testament ministers because we have not receiyed Episcopal 
Ordination ; and thej absolntely deny to our local brethren any right to 
<' preach Christ and Him crndfied." Leaving the ministerial qnestion 
proper, to take care of itself for the present, and without the least fear 
for its safety, we undertake to uphold the Scriptural claims of the local 
preacher^s office. The men who assert the yiews which we deny, remind 
QB of a Tery zealous young man who, finding that Eldad and Medad 
** prophesied in the camp," with great indignation hurried ofif to the law- 
giTcr, and said, '* My Lord Moses, forbid them ; " but the meek man 
knew better, ** and Moses said unto him, Enyiest thou for my sake ? 
Would Qod that all the Lord's people were prophets, and that the Lord 
would put His spirit upon them." Now, we would very respectfully tell 
these gentlemen, that they seem to us much narrower than even the 
Jewish authorities in our Lord's time, for they did not object to His 
preaching or to that of His disciples, because of not belonging to one of 
the orders of priest, Levite, or scribe. Nay, when the disciples acted not 
only without the sanction, but in direct opposition to the Ecclesiastical 
Court, the doctors made out a very lame case against them, and at last 
gave it up. But it will be best to read to you part of the fourth chapter 
of the Acts : <^ And they called them, and commanded them not to speak 
at all, nor teach in the name of Jesus. But Peter and John answered and 
said unto them. Whether it be right in the sight of God to hearken nnto 
you more than unto God, judge ye. For we cannot but speak the things 
which we have seen and heard. So when they had farther threatened 
them, they let them go, finding nothing how they might punish them, 
because of the people: for all men glorified God for that which was 
done." But to revert again to the lay ministry. Through the earlier 
and purer ages of Church history, when the demon of persecution was so 
often let loose — as was the case in that season of '* havoc *' which began 
with the martyrdom of Stephen— *< they that were scattered abroad went 
everywhere preaching the Word." And many a layman, like Philip, 
must have gone forth sowing in tears, but to reap with joy. Time moved 
on, and, alas ! too soon the beautiful simplicity of Divine institutions was 
perplexed and deformed by the " inventions " of men. Sacerdotal caste 
and usurpations were patented as Divine rights ; and the preacher was 
swallowed up in the priesthood. But so late as the Council of Carthage, 
held in 899, it was ** ordained that no layman should preach in the pre- 
sence of the clergy unless at their request ; " and this proves that lay 
preaching was common then, as it had been before-time. There was 
another enactment at the same council, and we will venture to give it in 
the words in which it was first made : ** Mnlier, quamois docta et sancta 
viros in conventu docere non proesumat." But lest any one should suppose 
that there may be something very shocking in such words, or, at least, 
that which may lay some embargo on " Woman's Rights," concerning 
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which a good deal has been said of late, an honest and free translation 
shonld be given. Take the following : ** A woman, however learned and 
de?oat, mnst not venture to teach men in the congregations.*' Taming 
from what is pleasant to that which is grave — Csssarias, sometime bishop 
of Aries, in the sixth century, ordered that there should bo regular ser- 
vice in the village churches ; and when this could not be done by tho 
regular clergy, the deacons were to do it. And Neander rightly observes : 
'' We see here the clerical prejudice combated admirably, as if to preach 
sermons was something too high for deacons ; yet the office was com- 
mitted to the deacons of reading the gospels in the churches." During 
the middle ages, numbered among the Paulicians of the east, and the 
Waldenses of the west, and the Caldees of Ireland and Scotland, and the 
Wycliffites of England, doubtless there were many laymen who preached 
the Word " with the Holy Ghost sent down from heaven.'* Then some of 
the mightiest spirits of the Protestant Beformation were of the laity : 
and not a few of the greatest preachers among the Puritans were never 
ordained ; and John Wesley's paternal grandfather did not get even as 
far as quaint Eowland Hill, for the latter tells us that having taken 
deacon's orders, but being denied priest's orders, he had to walk the jour- 
ney of life " wearing only one ecclesiastical boot." The grandfather of 
the Wesley's would not put one on ; and it has been well remarkedy 
** That Methodism, in its grand principles of economy, and the means by 
which they have been brought into action, had its specific, healthy, though 
slowly vegetating seeds in the original members of the Wesley family." 
The truth of this remark will be more manifest as we proceed. 

Coming to Wesley and his Times. We would remind you, that in 
early life he was a Churchman high, if not dry. By looking upon the 
human founder of Methodism under this light we shall conclude that he 
was only an agent in the hand of God : nay, John Wesley felt himself to 
be rather an instrument than an agent. It is quite common for us to be 
told, and at times to be taunted with it, that we have gone far away from 
the principles of our founder. But let a few facts be stated in passing. 
Oar churches being shut against Wesley, and crowds gathering to hear 
the word where there were no churches near, he preached with the ex- 
panse of heaven for his sounding board. Then, men and women having 
been converted to God in large numbers, they were in some cases rudely 
driven away from the Lord's Table, and their children denied baptism ^ 
and their dead refused Christian burial; and, then, finding himself, and 
those that had sympathy with him, who had been episcopally ordained| 
quite unequal to meet requirements which were ever increasing, he became 
convinced that something more must be done. Beside, Methodism had 
taken root in other lands, and was growing rapidly in America. He had 
^^gged and prayed of bishops to help him, but they either would not or 
could not. So, at last, having long held the opinion that bishops and 
f resbyters described in the New Testament are one and the same order^ 
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be proceeded, assisted by other clergymen, to ordain ministers for America, 
others for Scotland, the West Indies, and Ireland, and last of all for 
England ; and with the distinct and written avowal that the men thus 
ordained were perfectly competent and authorised to discharge miniBterial 
fanctions. Gentlemen overlook these facts, or do not wish to look at 
them when accusing ns of departing from onr first principles. Bdt let 
US come to Local Preachers. This office, like everything else pecaliar to 
Methodism, arose ont of a necessity. The Gospel, as preached by John 
Wesley and his fellow labourers, having been made " the power of God 
unto salvation " in many parts of the country, and societies having been 
formed in several places, he appointed such men as John Oennick and 
Joseph Humphries to watch over them. They were to sing and pray 
with the people ; read to them the Scriptures and other good books, and 
give to them plain and pointed addresses. These men bore the humble 
bnt honourable name of *' Exhorters/' a designation that we think ought 
to be on every Circuit plan. Local Preachers and Travelling Preacberg 
in Methodism have all sprung from the " Exhorters." We are now 
sketching ajpart of Methodist history so early as before 1740. It was 
about this time that Thomas Maxfield was appointed by Mr. Wesley to 
take charge of the Foundry Society in London. Wesley's mother was 
then residing in the parsonage ; and, when able, she attended the services 
that Maxwell conducted. He was full of fire, and soon went oflf from ex- 
horting to preaching ; and no doubt with orthodox arrangement, such as 
twice two or three times three. Wesley was in Bristol, and some bird of 
the air carried the news of Maxfield's presumptuous innovations. Away 
posted Wesley to London ; and hastening to the parsonage, looking 
anxious and angry, he met his mother with an abrupt exclamation, as 
follows : <* Thomas Maxfield has turned preacher, I find I " His mother 
quietly but firmly replied, reminding him of her own views and prejudices ; 
and then added, " But take care what you do with respect to that young 
man ; for he is as surely called of God to preach as you are. Examine 
what have been the fruits of his preaching, and hear him yourself.'* 
Wesley did "examine" and <'hear" Maxfield, and then devoutly said, 
** It is the Lord, let Him do what seemeth Him good." In this way 
the mother of the Wesleys became the foster mother of the Methodist 
Local Ministry. Here, then, we come upon the rise of that self-denying 
and laborious agency which goes forth in tens of thousands, Sabbath after 
Sabbath, through many lands, and in many languages, despite all wea- 
thers, without fee or earthly reward, preaching repentance, faith, and 
holiness — ** Salvation in Jesus* name " — while over them, in every breeze 
of heaven, streams the banner of the Captain of Salvation effulgent with 
this device : ** And they that be wise shall shine as the brightness of the 
firmament ; and they that turn many to righteousness as the stars for ever 
and ever." May each of you be wise unto salvation and wise to win souls \ 
In Conclusion, we feel bound to say plainly, affectionately, and with 
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the utmost earnestness, that the solemn doty devolyes npon us, with ang* 
mented claims, not only to keep up, bnt as far as possible to raise the 
standard of the Local Preachers' office with regard to piety, good sense, 
and zeal. The outcast populations of our towns and cities need men 
" full of faith and of the Holy Ghost." The neglected rural districts 
need such men ; and all the more so in these days, because Popery is 
sending forth its Bitualistio heralds into many of our hamlets and villages. 
Beside, the excellency of the ordained ministry depends very largely upon 
the general efficiency of the local staff; for from its rank and file that 
ministry comes. It is well for us to call up now and then, and the oftener 
the better, the names of local preachers gone to their reward. There was 
Samuel Drew, the Cornish metaphysician, who learnt to compose sermon 
and treatise while hammering his lapstone, or rocking the cradle. Billy 
Dawson, with his pictorial genius and mighty passion. Sammy Hick, 
whose grotesque manners were but as a foil to set off his beautiful 
Christian simplicity. Henry Longden, with his entire consecration and 
wisdom in winning souls. Benjamin Carvosso, with his triumphant 
faith. Sandy Patrick, who knew so well how to lead penitents in Scot- 
land to Uppen to Jesus. James Turner, the pioneer evangelist of many 
places in North Caledonia, who, all praise to God ! received his anointing 
and commission in connection with the early ministry of him now address- 
ing you. Then, there was Charles Bichardson, the ^* Lincolnshire 
Thrasher,** — ** and the arms of his hands were made strong by the hands 
of the mighty God of Jacob.** And Dr. Smith, of Camborne, with his 
great erudition, multifarious authorship, and devotion to Methodism. 
Then, lastly, there is King George of the Friendly Isles — sound in judg- 
ment, slow of speech, and, as rumour says, preaching sermons which his 
good queen makes for him, without any disregard of Paul's advice as to 
the silence of women in the Churches, or any violation of the rubric, 
which, as we have seen, was adopted at the Council of Carthage. 

Permit me a few more words. My beloved brethren, fellow labourers, 
fellow helpers, let us stir up our strength that we may prevail with God 
and with men. Let the means we use be prayer and fasting and medita- 
tion in the Scriptures. Let us be clear in our own conscious acceptance 
" in the Beloved.** Let us hold with an ever- tightening grasp the doc- 
trines our fathers believed, felt, preached, and lived. Let us never rest 
short of the perfect love that casts out tormenting fear : and let ours be 
that entire consecration which keeps back no part of the price. " And 
the very God of peace sanctify you wholly ; and I pray God your whole 
spirit and soul and body be preserved blameless unto the coming of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. Faithful is he that calleth you, who also will do it.** 
And let us ever bear in mind that we do not exist for any sect or party 
purposes whatever, but to promote clean hearts and class- meetings — that 
is, ** to spread Scriptural holiness throughout the length and breadth of 
the land.'* Amen. 
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THE SUNDAY SCHOOL AND THE CHUBCH: THEIR 

MUTUAL RELATIONS. 

A Paper read before the Sunday School Conference of the General Baptitt 
Association in Nottingham, June 23, 1880, and before the Annual Meeting of 
the Nottingham and Derby Districts Sunday School Union, at the Wesleyan 
Chapel, Mansfield, June 28, 1880. 

It is an unquestionable fact that the Sunday School system originate^ 
and has ever since been maintained by the enthusiasm of individaal 
Christians, rather than by the Church as an organisation. Other forms 
of Christian enterprise owe their existence to the energy of the Church as 
a body, or to the deliberations of the pastor and officers. Thus missions 
have been founded ; societies have been formed for the visitation of the 
sick, the relief of the poor, the preaching of the Gospel, and all the 
various beneficent organisations connected with the Churches of our land. 
These, with the sole exception of the Sunday-school, are admitted to be 
the work of the Church, the outcome of its Christian activity. The 
minister is usually active in most of these societies, and one or more of 
the deacons is certain to be their representative in the meetings of the 
Church. A monthly prayer-meeting for the success of the mission to the 
heathen, with frequent^ reference to the conversion of the Jews and the 
proclamation of the Gospel to the population of the entire world, is a 
recognised institution. All this is very properly looked upon as the 
work of the Church, for which funds must be abundantly provided, and 
the workers in those fields of labour be sustained by the sympathy and 
prayers of the whole Church. This is as it should be ; but why is the 
Sunday-school the sole exception, left to young converts and single en- 
thusiasts ? In a word, what is the relation of the Sunday-school to the 
Church, and of the Church to the Sunday-school? 

There was a time when the recognised ministry of the Church sys- 
tematically trained the young for Christ, teaching them Sunday by 
Sunday in Holy Scripture, and endeavouring to prepare them for an 
active Christian life within the Church, But we have few records now of 
those vast classes of catechumens taught in the Apostolic Church, and 
only find in the most ancient basilicas traces of provision for their accom- 
modation. It is between the lines of early Christian history we read the 
fact that by some such agency, now neglected, Christ's kingdom spread 
over the earth in the earlier centuries of this era, with a speed and power 
that puts our missionary success utterly to shame. But this was all 
1500 years ago. 

For many centuries the Church had left the young to* their own way, 
and sought chiefly to win them back from a life of sin, when they grew 
weary of the broad road, until the 14th century, when an enthusiast. Sir 
Charles Borromeo, gathered the children about him to train them in 
reading, writing, and a knowledge of the doctrines of the Church, and so 
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mn them to a higher life according to the best light he had. The 
Church of his day, while adopting some of his reforms, had little sympathy 
with his Sunday-school, in which laymen and ladies were employed, and 
they never extended beyond the sphere of his personal influence and power 
as Cardinal Archbishop of Milan. 

In the 17th century, and the earlier part of the 18th, isolated efforts 
were made to establish Sunday-school instruction for the young ; partly 
to civilise and reform, and partly to teach the doctrines of Christianity. 
In every case it was the personal effort of some earnest Christian, and for 
the most part, unconnected with the ministry. In the foundation of the 
Sunday-school system by Bobert Baikes, there is a suspicious solicitude 
noticeable in the great care he took to connect the school with the clergy 
and the Church ; and nothing is more clear than that, from its founda- 
tion, the Sunday-school rose by the earnest efforts of men and women not 
representatives of the Church of their day; and in Scotland, in direct 
opposition to the Church. These earlier Sunday-schools were reformatory 
and educational in the broadest sense. They were intended to reclaim 
and instruct the ignorant as a work of charity ; and were supported by a 
general appeal to the benevolence of all classes and creeds. Baikes him- 
self was comparatively wealthy, and the personal friends he drew about 
him as co-labourers, were most liberal in using their own means, and in 
seeking funds for this good work ; yet before the death of Baikes, the 
expense of paid teachers had begun to check the progress of Sunday- 
schools. So half-hearted was the support of the Church, that the modest 
rate of Is. per week per teacher, had brought the Sunday-school system 
into financial diflBculties which threatened its extinction. In 1810 Sun- 
day-schools had from this cause begun to decline ; even in Gloucester, 
where Baikes, then an old man, was in the last year of his life, when six 
young men in that city resolved to remove the difficulty by gratuitous 
teaching : and the history of this revival is instructive. ** They applied 
to the pastor of the chapel for the use of the edifice for Sunday-school 
purposes. Failing with the pastor they besought the trustees, and lastly 
appealed to the Church, and met with a refusal in each case. The chil- 
dren would make too much noise, would soil the place, and money would 
fail to pay expenses. The Church did not believe in the success of the 
Sunday-schools. These enthusiasts were not discouraged. Gathering 
one night after businesjs hours around a post at the corner of a lane, they 
clasped each other by the hand, and with reverently uncovered heads, 
resolved, with the blessing of God, to act themselves without the Church ; 
that come what would, Sunday-schools should be re-established in Glou- 
cester. As a fund, they subscribed half-a- crown each, divided the city into 
districts, canvassed for children, and started the next week with 100 
scholars." Such is the history of this revival; and it is an illustration 
of the relative position of the Church and the teachers in this workj 
"Jvhich has been many times repeated. 
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The Sanday-school gradaally developed into a charitj-school, sustained 
by enthusiastic young converts, with an endeavour to bring the children 
under the influence of the Church. In those earlier days the main idea 
was that with secular instruction there might be combined seed-sowing 
for Christ* The elements of revealed religion were taught to some ex- 
tent, and the bare text of Scripture to a large extent; but it was 
expected that, as in agriculture there is an interval between seed-time and 
harvest, so here, at a certain age, say fourteen, the scholar was expected 
to leave the Sunday-school, was formally presented with a Bible, and dis- 
missed with the hope that after many days some good fruit might be 
seen. In practice, without putting it into so many words, the good seed 
was treated as parsley seed, and for the soul receiving it there was hope 
of recovery from destruction by the preaching of after days, when the seed 
sown in the Sunday-school might spring up. 

The last generation of teachers had greater hopes than the Church of 
their day was prepared for as to Sunday-school work, the result of which 
they had seen but for a few years ; for in the report of a Sunday-school 
in Nottingham, from 1799 to 1814, during which period it had grown 
from 89 scholars to 250, we find earnest appeals for increased support, 
based upon this statement : '* That it has pleased the Lord to crown the 
exertions of the teachers with success, and they are unfeignedlj thankfal 
to have been the humble means of bringing young souls to Jesus ; bat 
that the benefits arising from Sunday-schools can never be fully known 
or appreciated until the last great day. In these fifteen years, twenty-six 
scholars have joined the Church, and four have died, leaving the pleasing 
testimony that the instruction received in the school had been blessed to 
their eternal welfare.'' We recognise the MS. of this report to be that 
of an enthusiast whose work for Sunday-schools ceased only with his life. 
The school whose progress he reported in 1815, has grown to four 
schools, with 1,550 scholars, returning last year twenty-three converts to 
the Church. 

We enter upon the labour of our ancestors, and from this vantage 
ground look back upon a century through which the Sunday-school has 
been at work, prepared to answer from a broader base the question : 
What is the relation of the Sunday-school to the Church ? What does 
this century teach us ? Briefly stated, this : — That the Sunday-school 
has shown, for the money and labour bestowed upon it, better results 
than any other department of Church work. In the present state of the 
Sunday-school, defective as it is, it is not only the main feeder of the 
Church, but more productive than all other Christian agencies pat 
together, not excepting the modern sermon, the preaching of which is 
popularly considered the main function, if not the sole object of the public 
ministry. A careful inquiry as to where our converts chiefly come from 
will prove this. In the following statistics, all members received by letter 
from other Churches, baptisms for affiliated Churches, former members 
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restored are omitted from the calcalation, as this inquiry refers only to 
converts entering a Church for the first time. It will be seen that, of 
1898 such converts, of various denominations, in the Chu rch in Notting- 
ham and the neighbourhood, 75 per cent, are from the Sunday-school. 



OHUBCH. 


Date 


NOT 

from the 

Simdoar 

School 


Unoer- 
tain 


Sunday 

School 

Teachrs. 


Sunday 
Scholars 


Proportion from 
the Sunday-flchl. 


Albion Chapel, Congregational 


1867 to 1876 


78 






80 


52 per cent 


Broad Street, Baptist 


1869 to 1879 


32 


11 


14 


176 


81 


St Mary's, Episcopal 
I>erby Boad, Baptist 


1877 
1874 to 1880 


20 
28 


7 
15 


20 


56 
76 


67 

71 » 


New Basford, Free Methodist 


Analysis of 














Chnrch, 1877 


28 




34 


71 


78 „ 


Ston^ Street, Baptist 
New Basford, Wedeyan 


1872 to 1876 




39 


15 


73 


61 


1874 to 1879 






12 


49 


100 „ 


George Street, Baptist 


1870 to 1876 


27 




13 


54 


71 


Old Basford, New Connexion 














Methodist 


1874 to 1877 


4 






20 


83 


Mansfield Boad, Baptist 


1874 to 1880 


3 




3 


36 


92 


Hyson Green, Congregational 


1869 to 1876 


8 






28 


77 


Old Basford Baptist 
Bnddington, Wesleyan 


1871 to 1876 


7 


7 


5 


65 


83 


Analysis of 














Chnrch, 1877 


7 






93 


93 


St. Andrew's, Presbyterian 


1875 to 1879 


25 




1 


14 


37 


Woodboro' Boad, Baptist 


1876 to 1880 


7 


8 


4 


35 


79 



We have here shown that the increase of the Church is mainly from the 
Snnday-scliools ; and that it has heen, to a large extent, far more than the 
Church appreciates what it claims to be: — The Nursery of the Chuboh^ 

Let us look at the other side of the question. What is the relation 
OF the Chttboh to the Sunday-school ? There are few and honourable 
exceptions, but as a rule, the Church considers it has amply done its duty 
when the school has been permitted to occupy and use the premises built 
for the ordinary use of the Church, and specially designed for a chapel, 
weekly lecture-room, tea-meeting room, and yestries, at such times as they 
are not required for any of these purposes. Some Churches only concede 
this with the understanding that the school shall pay rent for these rooms. 
Ihe household of faith is the only household where the nursery is expected 
to pay rent to the family to which it belongs. 

The Church recognises another duty. That one Sunday be given up 
for the Sunday-school Anniyersary, when the minister may, in addition to 
his sermons, deliyer an address to the Sunday scholars, and the collections 
of that day are expected to maintain the school and pay the rent : that is 
the extent. The minister does sometimes yisit the school, at long inter- 
yals. The adult members of the congregation monopolise his time. The 
demands upon the pastor of a Church for a great number of sermons, his 
presence at all kinds of meetings, the frittering away of his time at home 
by callsy and abroad by '< pastoral yisitation," leaye him no leisure for 
attention to the requirements of the Sunday-school and the young. 

The Church requires educating on this subject. Its officers are 
now chosen chiefly with a yiew to their supposed financial position, to 
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secure fands, or in consideration of their social position, to proyide for 
them dignified offices of repose. In many of onr Churches the deacons, 
appointed originally to serve tables, are really the rnlers of the Gharch. 
They rarely visit the school, know little of its work, and almost nothing 
of the wants of the modern Sunday-school. It has been proposed as a 
remedy that the superintendent or a representative teacher should be 
included in the diaconate, but the policy which obtains in the appoint- 
ment of deacons has no relation to the Sunday-school. This severance 
of the executive of the Church from the Sunday-school is an evil ; for not 
only are the wants and interests of the school -forgotton, but for the con- 
verts from the school there is no special provision ; on becoming members 
they are left to sink or swim as best they can. The relation of the 
Church to these young disciples is not realised and scarcely thought of. 
That a child should be trained in the Sunday-school for the Church, and 
received into communion at an early age, say twelve or thirteen, is still 
looked upon with disfavour by many who are of opinion that so young a 
person ought to wait. Had not the elders of the Church an experience, 
which they naturally regarded as the correct illustration of a Christian 
life ? having been taught in their youth, dismissed to the world, gone to 
the bad their own way, and then been recovered " as brands plucked from 
the burning, after being shaken over the terrors of the pit,*' as they 
described their conversion, a stormy experience of mature life. What 
have children to do with Baptism and Communion, whose coming to 
Christ has been like the awakening of a child by a mother's kiss ? They 
know nothing of such an experience, and have not observed the divine life 
in children enough to understand it. The Church or its officers confoand 
things that differ. It did not occur to them that the Christian child 
might be baptized into the Church Catholic, and admitted to the com- 
munion of any Christian Church, without becoming a member of the 
particular Church of which they are the shining lights. But the prin- 
cipal cause of this indifference to young converts from the school is, that 
while the Church has given some heed to the command '' Feed my 
sheep," the command, ** Feed my lambs,'* has been neglected. There is 
no provision for lambs within the fold of the Church. Yet consider thai 
the adult converts, who are so eagerly sought for from all the ends of the 
earthy as well as at home, do very little of the work of the Church, make 
great demands on the time, attention, and care of the ministry, and con- 
tribute to the means or numbers of a Church but for a fragment of a Hfe- 
time ; and too often having spent the best years of their life in the ser- 
vice of the world, or worse, are a source, frequently of weakness while 
they remain. On the other hand these young converts from the school 
have the capacity for a whole life of service, and will, if cared for, carry 
on the work of the Church for a generation. 

The future of Sunday-schools, i.e., the continuance of the institntion, 
and the Sunday school of the future, with its change of quality and posi- 
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tion, are, as a whole, one question, which will necessitate an entire change 
in relation hetween the school and the Church. In some districts the 
friends of Sunday-schools are heginning to look with some apprehension 
at the change that is coming, and we are told that since the establish- 
ment of Board-schools, the attraction of a gratuitous education for the 
children of the poor is gone, and with it the hold the Church had upon 
the working-class through its schools. Parents will no longer care to 
send their children to Sunday- school. They have already all that they 
require, in the educational course they are compelled to pass through in 
the elementary schools. This is but an admission that the Sunday^ 
school of the past is unsuited for the immediate future. Its work as a 
charity school, for the education of the children of the poor, with a 
certain proportion of religious knowledge, is taken out of the hands of 
the Sunday-school teachers by the Education Act ; and with that work 
has gone the fitness for Sunday-school use of poor and dilapidated 
rooms, and make-shift arrangements of Church premises designed for 
other purposes. The entire " plant,** to use a mercantile term, of the 
old Sunday-schools is out of date. It was a cheap charity school, which 
cost the Church little and gaye yast returns. 

The Board-schools haye already superseded, or speedily will supersede, 
that secular education which was a marked feature of the early Sunday- 
school. Its necessity will no longer exist ; but there will remain a still 
more marked necessity for efficient instruction by the Sunday-school, in 
premises as suitable for the purpose, by teachers as well qualified, and on 
systems as thorough as that of the Board-school, for training which the 
Board-school does not undertake, or yery partially attempts. Manners 
and morals are of this class ; the external and internal life. It is a defect 
in our present Board-schools that they giye no attention whateyer to 
courteous manners, not sufficient to discipline, and but little to morals. 
Culture is not a part of Board-school training, as it should be of eyery 
Sunday-school. A Sunday-scholar should be marked by a quiet, orderly 
manner, an external life goyerned by law and precept, and a courteous, 
personal bearing. This is not a trifle unworthy of the attention of the 
Sunday-school. Most of the happiness or misery of daily life consists in the 
little things which make up the difference between culture and coarseness. 
It may be enough for the next world that the heart be right ; but it is not 
enough for this. There are people supposed to bq Christians, whose 
manners are a perpetual blister to all with whom they come in contact. 
Such persons do not represent the Christianity of the New Testament. 
Our Lord Himself, during His life on earth, was an example of courtesy ; 
and His disciples show the same culture, in a greater or less degree, so 
far as they resemble Him. Of all the twdve, John is distinguished by 
the refinement of the Christian gentleman ; and the foremost of the 
apostles, Peter, places the courtesy of the gentleman among the precepts 
of a Christiau life, as does also the apostle Paul. 
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But there is a still higher edacation, which if the Church nnderstandB 
her place in the world, she will never allow the State to take oat of her 
hands. The teaching of those treasnres of knowledge which are enshrmed 
in Holy writ, and the training of the young for Christ. Not the 
teligioas education of the poor alone, the need of all children in thig 
respect, whether rich or poor, of high social position, or of low sodal 
position, is precisely alike ; and the Snnday-Bchool is the proper ingtito- 
tion to supply this want. 

We haye now to teach educated children, and must have educated 
teachers. Our work has to be done side by side with the latest and best 
arrangements of the Board-schools and the high-schools, and the premiseB 
for that purpose must be better, not worse than those institutions 
possess ; and this cannot be done with the miserably inadequate proyisioD 
the Church has hitherto made for Sunday-school premises and their 
maintenance. You may take it as a general rule, that the Sunday-school of 
the future will require for premises about as much as the Church fiads U 
desirable to spend for the chapel to which it belongs. For the century 
which now closes, the average cost of the Sunday-school has been Id. per 
week per scholar. This will no longer suffice; probably two or thr^ 
times that amount will be required, for the time is rapidly approaching, 
when the only choice with regard to the Sunday-school will be improver 
ment or extinction ; advance with the times or be swept away. Is the 
Church prepared to maintain Sunday-school work under these changed 
conditions ? Let us look for a moment at what these conditions are, and 
what they require. 

Our Sunday-schools are becoming, as the only reason for their eon- 
tinuance, schools for the religious education of children of all classes and 
grades in society, where they may attain moral culture, and be trained for 
a Christian life. These children already come to us possessed of a sound 
elementary, or an advanced high-school education ; familiar with the 
best systems of instruction in secular knowledge, and a fair literary 
acquaintance with the Bible as a history ; habituated to premises and 
surroundings in their day-school training, in which every modem im« 
provement has been adopted. The intellectual status of these scholars 
and the character of the work, will necessitate teachers of education and 
culture, who will need that aid in the study of their lessons which a 
thoughtful exposition by a trained minister can give. As they understand 
the importance of their work, they will require premises suited for their use, 
arranged with due regard to health, comfort and efficiency; attractive 
for the young, and fit for the more cultivated scholars, and in which their 
better taste shall be consulted. These scholars will be conscious of their 
place in the world. To interest them, the Church will need to show 
more interest in them ; and to retain them, must give far more attention 
to their demands. God's house must be made attractive to an educated 
«ar, and a trained eye. Sunday scholars claim to be treated as children 
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of the family ; their true position ; the minister no longer a stranger to 
them, only seen in the pnlpit ; bat released from innumerable sermons, 
through which his adalt auditors ha^e dosed for years, able to look in 
upon them in their classes, with kind and cheerful interest, speaking to 
them in school, when occasion offers, on the lessons they study, and fre- 
quently in the ordinary services. Not appeals to the ignorant and 
reprobate, nor fearful denunciations of the impenitent ; but such teach- 
ing and exhortation as shall help both the young seeker after Christ, 
and the early disciple whose feet are already in the narrow path, and 
who hopes to find in the Church, as in the school, sympathy and aid 
while contending with the first difficulties of the divine life. 

Thus briefly has been placed before you the peculiar position the 
Sunday-school has hitherto held in relation to the Church ; owing its 
origin and development to the enthusiastic devotion of individual 
Christians, rather than to the Church as an organisation. That the 
Church having been slow to realise the value of the Sunday-school, does 
not even now appreciate the immense importance of its work, and still 
less its capacity for future usefulness as the ministry of the Gospel to the 
young in the training-school of the Church. Notwithstanding the process of 
development the Sunday-school is passing through, and its still imperfect 
state, the Church owes more to the Sunday-school, for the increase of 
its membership, than to all other Christian agencies put together, 
and the statistics of all Evangelical Churches prove this. Very slight 
consideration has been given to this fact, and the support offered by the 
Church has been for the most part half-hearted, providing the most 
meagre accommodation, often of the meanest hind, with a limitation of 
funds quite out of proportion to the extent and value of the work. Sta- 
tistics of the relation of the Sunday-school to the Church during the last 
ten years have been placed before you, as an appeal to the common 
sense of Christian men of business, that, judged by results, this branch 
of Christian activity demands of the Church more capital, better 
accommodation, larger support, and more intelligent interest in its work, 
with provision within the Church for the reception and care of young 
converts. Some intimation has been given of the changed condition of 
Sunday-school work, with children educated in every branch of secular 
knowledge, leaving for the Sunday-school a higher sphere of labour, of a 
more spiritual and refined character, and the responsibility of a right 
determination of the coming choice between the advance or the extinction 
of the Sunday-school as an institution, and the urgent need therefore, of 
suitable premises, educated teachers, improved methods of instruction, 
requisite provision for its maintenance, and above all, for the Church 
taking up the Sunday-school work in earnest, as the most efficient means 
for the extension of the kingdom of Christ, and the evangelisation of 
the world. John Booebs. 
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CANON FARRAR ON LOCAL OPTION 
AND THE DUTY OF WORKING MEN. 

At the close of a lecture lately de- 
livered to the working men of South- 
wark, in the Pilgrim Father's Chapel, 
the Hev. Canon Farrar thus spoke on 
local option and kindred topics : — 
"Besides liberating yourself indi- 
vidually yon can liberate yourself 
politically. What is the use of our 
fathers having fought and died for 
liberty as they did, having passed the 
Heform Bill and given you the ballot 
to protect you from any possible in- 
terferences with your votes, if you do 
not use those votes in the way that 
is best adapted for your freedom, 
your happiness, and your manliness ? 
The people are the most numerous, 
and therefore ultimately the whole 
power of the nation is in the hands of 
the people — that is, in your hands. 
Why don't you use it by making your 
members of Parliament pass such 
legislation as may set you free from 
what is to your class one of its most 
fatal dangers ? If you want to know 
one who would make a good member 
of Parliament, there he is — Dr. Rich- 
ardson. He only now writes * M.D.' 
after his name, but I heartily hope to 
see the day when he will write * M.P.' 
triumphantly returned to Parliament 
by some constituency mainly com- 
posed of working men, who desire to 
fear God and do their duty to one 
another, and who know that the dead- 
liest obstacle in the way of their 
doing 60 is the abominable drink. 

" The introduction of ardent spirits 
into England is the greatest curse it 
has known. We did it ourselves ; we 
ought to undo it ourselves. It is in 
your power, gentlemen, politically as 
it is individually, to undo it, and I do 
earnestly trust you will use that 
power. Local option has been passed. 
It was entirely the result of the last 
election. Pressure was put which has 
resulted in a plain act of right and 
justice. It was unfair and it was un- 
just that a landlord should be able 
over half a county to say, * There shall 
not be a public -house,' and for any 
number of thousands of people you 
like to name to be unable to say, * We 



will not have public-houses amoDg^ 
us.* I live in Dean's Yard. Do you 
suppose if a public-house were to be 
put there every single inhabitant 
would not come forward and petition 
against it, and say, * We do not want 
it ? " And don't you think, if the 
licence were granted, the houses 
would soon be untenanted or tenanted 
by a diflferent class of people ? Why 
should not working men have the 
same power? Public-houses ought 
not to be a glaring, flaring, reeking 
temptation continually, to whicji 
their growing boys and girls are con- 
stantly exposed. You now have, or 
shortly will have, the power of settling 
this matter as it should be settled; 
will you use it? 

" I am told that in the State of Illi- 
nois there are no less than 600 towns 
which have said, * We will have no 
public-houses among us,' and those 
600 towns are flourishing and happy. 
If you exercise this power what will 
be the result ? I might point you to 
Maine, where a few years ago there 
were no fewer than 400 towns where 
not a single cent was paid for the 
poor-rate. Mr. Hepworth Dixon 
found at Johnsbury — a place which 
he described as almost a heaven upon 
earth— universal happiness and pros- 
perity which the inhabitants attribu- 
ted to the absence of public-houses. 
I might refer you to the town of PeeJ 
in the Isle of Man. I was walking" 
in that town not long ago, when an 
old weather-beaten fisherman came 
up to me and said, * I wonder whether 
you are the person I suppose yon to ' 
be.' ' That depends upon whom yen 
suppose I am.* * I think you are 
Canon Farrar.' I admitted the * soft 
impeachment.' 'I should like to 
shake you by the hand, sir.' • With 
the greatest pleasure.' * I wanted to 
do that, sir, because we Peel fisher- 
men have read the various things you 
have said and written, and the whole 
of this town has now become a much 
more temperate town than before. 
What is the consequence? We 
fisherman used to earn our ^£50 or 
more and then by Christmas drinic 
it all away, and get into a state of 
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chronic misery and poverty. Look 
at those honses. Those houses are 
mostly owned by fishermen who are 
total abstainers. They have been able 
to save their money from the drink, 
and the whole character of the town 
is altered, and the whole happiness 
of the town is immensely increased. 
" Here is the result in Liverpool 
from the exercise of local option, not 
by the original vote of the inhabi- 
tants, bat by the decision of the land- 
lords. Lord SeftoD and Mr. John 
Roberts. They owned a consider- 
able portion of Liverpool to the south 
of the town, which has been laid out 
for building, and on that land there 
have sprung up houses in which 
50,000 persons are living in a district 
where by the rule of the landlords 
not a drop of alcohol can be sold or 
bought ? What are the results. One 
of the two owners, Mr. Roberts, said 
he never heard a single complaint 
from the owners and occupiers of 
houses through the absence of liquor- 
shops in that district. Mr. Kathbone, 
the chairman of the School Board, 
has publicly called attention to the 
fact that the working classes are 
rapidly migrating from the districts 
of Liverpool where public-houses are 
thick on the ground to those districts 
in which pubUc-houses are prohibited. 
The head constable reports that the 
police have very little to do on this 
ground because there are no public- 
hoases, and the medical officer reports 
that the death-rate in this district is 
exceptionally low. There you have 
as decisive a proof as I can give of 
the results which you working men 
may produce for England if you will do 
yonr duty and protect yourselves and 
protect your country from this deadly 
and dangerous temptation. Exercise 
your local option. Demand, and jon 
will very soon obtain, Sunday Olosmg, 
and before four or five years are over, 
when you have exercised the one and 
achieved the other, England will be 
an infinitely more happy and blessed 
land than she has been since that 
fatal day when the sale of the intoxi- 
cating spirit began in her borders. 
I have tried this day to set before 
you (as the old Book says) life and 
death, blessing and cursing — therefore 
choose." — AUianoe News, 
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The spirit of Lord Shaftesbury's 
Christian life has seldom so clearly 
manifested itself as it did on the 

Slatform at the reopening of City 
lOad Chapel on July 2nd. In the 
course of his speech the Right Hon. 
Earl spoke as follows : — " I never 
Hke to lose an opportunity, when one 
is offered me, of renewing my rela- 
tions with my old Wesley an friends. 
In all your progress you have done 
eminent service to that Church to 
which I belong, because you have 
compelled her to make exertions that 
but for your example she never would 
have made, and you have kept upon 
her a very vigilant eye, and the more 
you do so the better. I cannot here, 
in the presence of such a large num- 
ber of Wesleyans, but express the 
deep sorrow I feel at the estrange- 
ment that has grown up between you 
and the Church of England. I say 
to the shame of the Church there is 
an estrangement between you, and I 
believe the fault of that is much more 
with the Church than with you, a 
very great deal more." In conclusion 
his lordship said, " As I see the 
heartiness of your zeal in the main- 
tenance of your churches and places 
of worship, I thank God that such a 
body of men and women have risen 
up, and I humbly pray Almighty God 
that His blessing may descend upon 
you in time to come and in eternity.'^ 

It was announced in both Houses 
of Parliament on August 2nd, that 
the Government had decided to re- 
call Sir Bartle Frere, and appoint a 
new governor for our South African 
Colonies. The Government take 
this step because Sir Bartle's opi< 
nions do not agree with their own ; 
but at the same time, they do it '* with 
regret," because of his great services 
to the State in the past. 

When the Rev. G. W. Giver, B.A., 
was nominated as a candidate for 
one of the Methodist Theological 
Tutorships, his views, expressed in 
the Fernley Lecture of 1878, were 
called in question. After a good deal 
of debate, Mr. Giver, being requested 
by Dr. Pope to make a statement as 
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to his views at present, spoke as 
follows : *' Will yoa believe me when 
I tell you that to this moment I do 
not know a single point in which my 
views are held to be against the or- 
thodoxy of Methodism? I have 
sought information on all hands. 
The only point npon which I differ 
with any brother here is simply 
this: I say that, as touching the 
bodily condition of the wicked after 
the day of doom, I can find nothing 
in the Scripture of God. I deny no- 
thing ; I affirm nothing ; I have never 
denied the existence of the physical 
body after the day of doom ; I have 
never declared that the body of the 
wicked would be destroyed. My po- 
sition is that, as touching the spiritual 
condition of the wicked after the day 
of doom, the book of God teaches me, 
beyond any doubt, that it will consist 
in hopeless, conscious, eternal misery. 
As touching the bodily condition of 
the wicked, I cannot affirm anything, 
for I find nothing affirmed." Methodist 
ministers ought not to forget that 
they are under a solemn obligation to 
teach what must fairly be understood 
to be Methodist doctrine. 

In speaking of the new President of 
the Wesleyan Conference, the Bev. 
E. E. Jenkins, the Manchester Guar- 
dian says : " His aptitude for learn- 
ing has been exhibited through his 
whole life, so much so, that he is one 
of the best educated and most intel- 
ligent Wesleyan ministers of his 
time. Mr. Jenkins is a scholar and 
a gentleman. He must have read 
very extensively among the best 
authors, or his command of graceful 
English could never have been what 
it is. His method of sermonising is 
original and independent. The ser- 
mons which he preaches remind one 
of no others, though they possess all 
the characteristics of good preaching, 
spirituality, devotional fervour, su- 
pernatural truth, and a rich Christian 
oxperience blended with all rectitudes 
of life. He is an able exponent and 
defender of the truth." We may add, 
that Mr. Jenkins is self-taught. 

The longer Mr. Spurgeon lives the 
more friends he makes. He has no 
need to seek popularity. No living 
man has it so largely as he. On 



visiting City Boad during the sittingi 
of Conference, he was constrained to 
show himself. The whole Conference 
stood op to congratulate the distin- 
guished preacher, whom Dr. Osbom 
spoke of as their illustrious visiUyrf 
and of whom Dr. Punshon said they 
were glad to hear sentiments ex- 
pressed as only one man in England 
could express them. After Mr. Spur- 
geon had been introdaced by the 
President, in a few most apposite 
words, he addressed the Conference 
most appropriately, notwithstanding 
that he appeared to have been called 
upon to do so quite unexpectedly. 
He warned the Conference that td- 
though *' the more education they 
could have the better, yet, if it lifted 
men into a region of new thoaght, so 
much talked of now-a-days, it became 
a questionable thing. They all knew 
that if they began to give up doctrines 
they might go on giving them np. 
There was a matchless energy in the 
Word of God. Let them stick to the 
old truth. Nothing but substantial 
food would satisfy their people. If 
he might say a few more words, he 
hoped they would keep the fire well 
burning. They might give the clearest 
light, but if it was cold moonlifi[ht, it 
was not the kind of light that moved 
the hearts of men. Tliey must glow 
and burn if they were to bring men to 
Christ. Let them regard every effort 
as being wasted that did not tend to 
the salvation of souls. Hound ahont 
City Boad men were crowded like 
bees in a hive. What were they 
going to do for them ? It was qnite 
true that in these days they had a 
cultured class to preach to, bat he 
would entreat them to look after the 
poor people, and to preach so that 
the simplest and most ignorant might 
understand. Let us preach as if we 
were about to die — as dying men to 
dying men. Pray that I may do so, 
as I pray that you may." 

It would be expected that the snb- 
ject of about 1,000 decrease of mem- 
bers would weigh heavily on the 
Conference, and especially so as this 
is the third year in succession when 
the same complaint has had to be 
made. As we have already pointed 
out, the Bev. Hiohard Green said: 



PASSING EYENTS. 



375 



^* The decrease of 034 did not repre- 
sent the whole case. They had re- 
ceived 43,201 new members, and there 
had died 5,674. The difference be- 
tween these numbers represented 
their loss to be nearly 38,000." The 
above number includes 14,000 remo- 
vals, and 23,000 who have ceased to 
meet in class. The great considera- 
tion is the remedy. Dr. Osborn spoke 
of ** the root of the whole being a want 
of seriousness. True piety and trifling 
can never stand together." One 
remedy to be suggested is field- 
preaching. In 1766 John Wesley 
wrote : " It is field-preaching which 
does the execution still ; for useful- 
ness there is none comparable to it." 
The great complaint is as to what 
Dr. Osborn twelve months since 
called the leakage. How is the leak- 
age to be prevented ? Let there be 
throughout a more earnest cultivation 
in all respects of the old spirit of 
Methodism — nothing else will bind 
our people to Methodism. 

Thebe was something very affect- 
ing about the retirement of Dr. 
Jobson ; but that is what time does 
with all of us — it wears us up. We 
sincerely hope that one so beloved 
may still for a long time live to enjoy 
a well-earned quiet retirement. We 
-cannot forget the generous manner 
in which Dr. Jobson attended the 
pablic meeting of our Association 
when last held in London, and 
it would be ungrateful for us to 
forget many kindnesses shown to 
onr cause by a true friend of the 
local preachers. The writer remem- 
bers the admiration with which he 
heard Dr. Jobson on the mission- 
.ary platform, when possessing the 
enthusiasm of forty years ago. The 
chairman of the meeting belonged to 
another section of the Church, and 
.had injudiciously made some remarks 
disparaging to the Methodist class- 
meeting. Dr. Jobson justly regarded 
the chairman's remarks as throwing 
cold water upon his eloquent address, 
and he came forward a second time, 
and carrying all before him, vindicated 
that high estimate he had set forth of 
Methodism being what the world 
wanted. Few men have done their 
work better than F. J. Jobson. 



The Government Bill for giving 
Compensation for Disturbance in 
Ireland, which passed its third read- 
ing in the House of Commons by a 
majority of 66, has been rejected in 
the House of Lords by 282 votes 
against 61. What the effect of their 
lordships* contravening the desire of 
the people's representatives will be, 
remains to be seen. The Govern- 
ment evidently considered the passing 
of the measure necessary to preserve 
the peace in Ireland. Much will 
probably depend upon the amount of 
distress which may be suffered in the 
coming winter. 

The very serious illness of Mr. 
Gladstone has excited almost uni- 
versal sympathy, and there will be 
universal joy when the Prime Minister 
regains his usual health, as it is now 
probable he soon will. Considering 
Mr. Gladstone's age, we considered 
that the country asked too much of 
him in requesting him to take office, 
and it is not unlikely that steps will 
be taken to relieve him of as much 
labour as possible. He himself is 
only consistent with his own words 
uttered some time since, when speak- 
ing of his country becoming pros- 
perous, contented, and free: **For 
those ends he has laboured in his 
youth, and in his manhood ; and, 
more than that, until his hairs are 
grey. In that faith and practice he 
has lived, and in that faith and prac- 
tice he will die." 

What a blessing it will be when 
the reign of Peace is introduced 
throughout all the earth ! Tiie Rus- 
sian army, under General Skobeleff, 
is reported to be advancing in Central 
Asia towards Geok Tepe and Merv, 
destroying the Turcoman crops and 
stores in the intervening oases, of 
which a considerable amount is al- 
ready destroyed. 

The defeat sustained by General 
Burrows in Afghanistan has sadly 
cut up the 66th Regiment of Infantry. 
The killed and wounded among the 
men of this regiment are estimated at 
400 men. Altogether there was a 
loss of 1,300 on our side, and the 
loss among the followers of Ayoub 
Khan was very severe. The suffer- 
ings of our troops in an uniuterruptec^ 
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flight of forty miles must have been 
terrible, for the season is the hottest 
time of the year, and they had been 
fighting and marching without food or 
water for twenty-four hours. It will 
be a blot on English history that 
millions of money and thousands of 
lives have been sacrificed to cariy 
out one of the greatest pieces of 
wholesale robbery the world has ever 
witnessed. 

Throughout the country there 
have been continued celebrations of 
the Sunday-school Centenary. The 
great object of school on Sabbath-days 
will henceforth be, as we have heard 
one speaker express it, *' to teach the 
children so to live that they may die 
happy." The superior education of 
the age must be provided with a pure 
literature. Mr. George White has 
taken pains in Norwich to find out 
the extent to which corrupting books 
are read in that city. Of twenty 
publications, not one of which he 
would suffer his own children to read, 
there are 10,000 taken weekly in a 
city with a population of about 
80,000 inhabitants. Mr. Tillett, the 
new M.P. for the city of Norwich, 
has been quite a patron of Sabbath- 
school effort. In an able article in 
the Norfolk News, of which he is 
the Editor, he spoke of the Sabbath- 
school movement as The Lbveb to 
BAisE THE Masses. 

The Annual Heport of the Local 
Preachers' Association for 1880 has 
just been put into our hands. The 
last ten years have been a decade of 
continued progress, the expenditure 
not having once exceeded the income 
during that period. During the ten 
years the aggregate profit has 
amounted to £6,632 18s., which has 
been added to the funds of the Asso- 
ciation. 



f itwarg ^dbs* 

The Atonement : its Necessity^ its Na- 
ture, and the Universality of its 
Provisions. By Silas Henn. Lon- 
don : Elliot Stock. Price 4d. 

A PAMPHLET of forty pages of sound 

Theology. 



The Biblical Museum. A Oolleetion 
of Notes Explanatory, Homiletic, 
and Illustrative, on the Holy Scrip- 
tures, especially designed for the 
use of Ministers, Bible Students, 
and Sunday-School Teachers. By 
James Oompeb Gray. Old Testa- 
ment, Vol. Yin., containing the 
Book of Isaiah. London: Elliot 
Stock. Price 6s. 

We are glad to see this work pro- 
gressing towards completion ; and we 
see no falling off in the vigour an^ 
freshness of the notes and illustratioiu. 
A local preacher, or a Sunday-school 
teacher, could scarcely receive a more 
suitable present than the volumes of 
The Biblical Museum, 

The Jewish Temple and the Christian 
Church. A series of Discourses on 
the Epistle to the Hebrews. By 
R. W. Dale, M.A. Fifth edition. 
London : Hodder & Stoughton. 
Post 8vo, pages 314. Price 6s. 

No sooner do we look over the title 
pages of some books, and notice the 
names of the writers, than our expec- 
tations rise or fall. When we read 
B. W. Dale on the title-page of the 
book before us, our expectations be- 
gan to rise. There will be something 
good and solid here. We had not 
read 40 pages when our expectations 
were fully realised. 

The book consists of twenty-six 
short discourses, which the author 
says in a preface to the second edition, 
1870, were delivered several years 
ago in the ordinary course of his 
ministry. This edition contains, in 
addition, an introductory chapter, &c., 
and concludes with some valuable 
notes. 

The following extract from the dis- 
course entitled, " Drifting Away from 
Christ," conveys a most important 
lesson to all of us : — 

" We may be • diverted ' from the 
things which we have heard, by the 
constant stress of thoughts and occu- 
pations from which we can hardly 
escape, but which it is our duty to 
master. The mind and the heart 
may be gradually filled with inferior 
interests until the love of Christ seems 
wholly quenched, and we become as 
completely secular in tiiought and 
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feeling as though we had never be- 
lieved at all. It may be continuous 
trouble; it may be quiet and unin- 
terrupted happiness ; it may be eager 
devotion to business; it may be a 
fierce struggle against poverty and 
miafortane; it may be sudden, and 
unexpected and intoxicating commer- 
cial success; it may be intellectual 
activity and excitement; it may be 
absorption in public affairs; nay, it 
may be incessant activity in religious 
work; anything, everything, that so 
occupies the mind as to leave little 
tune, or little strength, or little incli- 
nation, for giving * earnest heed ' to 
the things which we have heard, 
places us in the same danger as that 
of which the writer of this epistle 
warns the Christian Hebrews of his 
own time. We are likely to drift 
away from the highest objects of faith 
and love, and then to us the startling 
question is addressed — "How shall 
we escape, if we neglect so great 
salvation." (Pages 36, 36.) 

Hottse of Lords* Select Committee on 
Intemperance, Evidence on the 
closing of Public-houses on Sunday, 
given by Edward Whitwell, Esq., 
one of the hon. secretaries to the 
Central Association for stopping 
the sale of intoxicating liquors on 
Sunday. Eeprinted verbatim from 
the Mmntes of Evidence, given be- 
fore the Select Committee of the 
House of Lords on ' Intemperance,' 
and contained in their Fourth Re- 
port, as ordered by the House of 
Lords to be printed 26th July, 
1878. London: Elliot Stock. 
Price 3d. 

A USEFUL addition to Temperance 
Literature. 

Ihe Preacher^s Analyst for August, a 
Monthly Homiletical Magazine and 
Help in preparation for the Pulpit. 
Conducted by J. J. S. Bird, B.A. 
Price 4d. Small 4to. London: 
EUiot Stock. 

The first article is a leading sebmon, 
entitled, '* The Christian's Attitude 
of Peace and Satisfaction," by the 
Editor. Text, Song of Solomon, ii. 8, 
'** I sat down under Ms shadow witii 



great delight, and his fruit was sweet 
to my taste. He brought me into 
the banqueting chamber, and his 
banner over me was love.'* 

The preacher opens his discourse 
by saying: ''These words express 
the condition and position of that 
person who is brought into a state of 
anion with Christ." We question if 
it has anything to do with it. We 
think it is far better to follow the 
plain teaching of the apostie, '* There 
is therefore now no condemnation to 
them which are in Christ Jesus, who 
walk not after the flesh, but after the 
spirit." 

There are not many of our local 
preachers who go to Solomon's Song 
for their texts, and we should ear- 
nestiy recommend them to listen to 
what Dr. A. Clarke says in his in- 
troduction to this book in his Com« 
mentary: '*I advise all young 
ministers to avoid preaching on 
Solomon's Song. If they take a text 
out of it to proclaim salvation to lost 
sinners, they must borrow their doc- 
trines from other portions of Scrip- 
ture, where all is plain and pointed. 
And why then leave such, and go out 
of their way to find allegorical mean- 
ings, taking a whole book by storm, 
and leaving the word of God to serve 
tables ? *' 

Lower down the learned doctor 
repeats the advice, and we join with 
him. " I repeat it, and I wish to be 
heard by young ministers in par- 
ticular, take the plainest texts when 
you attempt to convince men of sin, 
and build up believers in their most 
holy faith; and thus show rather 
your love for their souls than your 
dexterity in finding out spiritual 
meanings for obscure passages, on 
the true signification of which few, 
either among the learned or pious, 
are agreed." 

There are several sketches in the 
number before us, but we have very 
little faith in sketches of sermons. 

The Desire for a Methodist Liturgy 
(A Protest). By the Rev. John 
Bate. London: E. Stock. Price 
2d. Reprinted from the ** Metho- 
dist," by special request. 

Fbom the days of Wesley to the pre- 
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Bent time the Ghnrch of England 
prayers have been read in most of 
the London chapels, many of the 
members and congregation approving, 
others not. The question has arisen 
again and again in the Conference, 
respecting a ** Revised Liturgy," but 
upon this point nothing definite has 
been settled. 

Mr. Bate thinks, and we are not 
Bure that he is not right, that with the 
liturgy there comes into our chapels 
the spirit of Ritualism — and with its 
introduction the simplicity of Metho- 
dism will depart. Certainly our 
Gotluc buildings and other accom- 
paniments do not seem to favour 
" the simplicity that is in Christ." 
The decrease in the Methodist bodies 
we hope is not an indication that 
•* the glory is departing." 

Edderline and Other Poems, By W. 
TiDD Matson. London : Elliot 
Stock. Royal 8vo. Covers. 20 
Pages. Price One Shilling. First 
Series. 

Passages from the Diary of an Early 
Methodist. By the late Richabd 
RowE, with a Preface by Thomas 
Perceval Bunting. London : 
Strahan & Co. Price 2s. 6d. 

Thomas Perceval Bunting says, *'I 
have not commended this book to the 
reader, let it commend itself. One of 
its highest merits is its suggestive- 
ness." But why did he not commend 
it?. The reason is a strange one. 
** But when its beautiful pages shall 
have been exhausted, let me recom- 
mend the various other publications 
of Richard Rowe." Preface, page 12. 
The book is after the ** Kitty Tre- 
velyan'* style, but though inte- 
resting and fairly descriptive of early 
Methodism, it falls very far short of 
that extraordinary book. We have 
not met with in our walks, or in our 
reading, a man answering to '* Na- 
thaniel Pidgeon,** The most natural 
and the most striking character is 
** Little Jack^^ The book is well got 
np, and contains upwards of BOO 
pages, and is cheap at half-a-crown. 



The greatest proof of superiority is 
to bear with impertinence. 
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THE QUAKERESS BBIDE. 

Oh, not in the halls of the noble andprond. 
Where fashion aBsembles her glittering 

crowd ; 
Where all ia in beauty and splendour 

array'd, 
Were the nuptials performed of the neat 

Quaker Maid. 

Nor yet in the temple, those rites which 

she took, 
By the altar, the mitre-crown'd Ushop and 

book; 
Where oft in her jewels doth stand the fair 

bride, 
To whisper those vows which through life 

must abide. 

The bnilding was humble, though sacred 

to Him 
Before whom the pomp of religion is dim; 
Whose presence is not to the temple con* 

fined. 
But dwells with the contrite and lowly of 

mind. 

'Twas there all unveil'd, save by Modesty, 

stood 
The Quakeress Bride, in her pure satin 

hood; 
Her charms unadom'd by garland or gem, 
Yet fair as the lily just plucked from the 

stem. 

A tear glisten'd bright in her dark shaded 

eye, 
And her bosom half uttered a tremnlons 

sigh. 
As the hand she had pledged was con* 

fidingly given. 
And the low murmured accents recorded in 

Heaven. 

I have been at the bridal where wealth 
spread her board. 

Where the sparkling red wine in rich gob- 
lets was pour'd ; 

Where the priest in his surplice the ritoal 
read, 

And the solemn response was impressiyely 
said: 

I have seen the fond sire, in his thin locks 
of grey. 

Give the pride of his heart to the bride- 
groom away ; 

While he wiped the big tear from his deep 
furrow'd cheek. 

And bow'd the response that his lips could 
not speak : 

But in all the array of the costlier scene, 
None seem'd to my eye so sincere in its 

mien ; 
No language so fully the heart to resign, 
As the Quakeress Bride— "Until death I 

am thine I " 

Mas. B. C. Stediiam. 
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THE WIFE'S LAST FABEWELL TO 
HER HUSBAND. 

Speak, speak again, my gentle loye I 

My dying eyes no more can 9«e / 
But I can hear that cherish'd voice, 

That ne'er spake word unkind to me. 
Ah I speak again, and be thy words 

The last of earthly sounds I hear ; 
They ne'er yet fMl'd my grief to soothe, 

And now my drooping heart they cheer. 

Take, take my hand, so wan and cold, 

And press it as in days of yore. 
Alas I it does not f«el thy lip. 

It thrills beneath thy touch no more. 
Yet, yet I know that thon art near ; 

I hear thy breast with angoish swell. 
Beceive, my love, my latest sigh I 

Kow, kiss me — bless me — ^f are thee well 



THE SUMMER'S CALL. 

Gome away ! the sonny hours 
Woo thee far to founts and flowers I 
O'er the very waters now, 

In their play. 
Flowers are shedding beauty's glow — 

Gome away ! 
Where the lily's tender gleam. 
Quivers on the glancing stream — 

Gome away ! 

All the air is flll'd with sound 
Soft and sultry and profound ; 
Murmurs through the shadowy grass, 

Lightly stray. 
Faint winds whisper as they pass. 

Come away I 
Where the bed's deep music swells. 
From the trembling fox-glove bells — 

Come away I 

In the skies the sapphire blue 
Now hath won its richest hue : 
In the woods the breath of song 

Night and day. 
Floats with leafy scents along 

Come away I 
Where the boughs with dewy gloom 
Darkens each thick bed of bloom. 

Come away ! 

In the deep heart of the rose 
Now the crimson love-hue grows : 
Now the glow-worm's lamp by night, 

Sheds a ray, 
Dreamy, starry, greenly bright — 

Come away I 
While the fairy cup-moss lies. 
With the wild- wood strawberries. 

Come away I 

Now each tree by summer crown'd, 
Shed its own rich twilight round. 
Glancing there from sun to shade 

Bright wings play ; 
There the deer its couch hath made — 

Come away ! 
Where the smooth leaves of the lime 
Glistens in their honey-time, 

Come away away I 



SAMUEL HICK. 

In April, 1829, the devout Samnel 
Hick, better known as Sammy Hick, 
blacksmith, of Micklefield, visited 
Easingwold Circuit for a few weeks. 
On the Sunday night he was engaged 
to preach at the village of Alne. He 
arrived in the morning, and attended 
the parish church. At the close of 
the services he remained in the 
churchyard, saluted and thanked the 
vicar for his excellent sermon. The 
vicar was a scion of an aristocratic 
family in Cleveland; a most liberal 
and Christian man, acknowledging 
all who love our Lord Jesus Ciirist 
sincerely to be his brethren. They 
conversed cheerfully together until 
they arrived at the vicarage. He 
was invited to dine. A message was 
sent to inform Sammy's host. They 
sang and prayed together, then at- 
tended the afternoon service in the 
church, returned and took tea ; after- 
wards it was a most delightful sight 
to see Sammyf aged 79 years, sup- 
ported by the vicar's arm, both going 
to the Methodist chapel, which was 
crowded to excess. Samuel preached 
from *' The Lord God, merciful and 
gracious," «&c. The sermon was de- 
livered in his own peculiar and happy 
way, full of devotion, with grateful 
and wise sayings. The vicar closed 
the service with a most eloquent and 
fervent prayer; the service was a 
blessing, and fruit remains visible. 
In that sermon the preacher gave us 
an account of his conversion, and 
how he had spent his life in God's 
service ; he narrated what he called a 
vision, saying, *' Soon after I began 
to work for the Lord, one morning I 
lay awake praising God, when an ap- 
pearance like an angel opened the 
curtains at the foot of my bed, and 
presented a most beautiful crown. I 
have never seen anything so beau- 
tiful since then," said Sammy Hick. 
" This is for thee, if thou art faithful 
unto death." Withdrawing the crown, 
and putting a wee bit of a crown in. 
its place, the visitor continued, "If 
not faithful, only this will be given to 
thee." His countenance irradiated 
with heavenly delight, he said in a 
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cheerful and elevated voice, " Friends, 
do von think I am going to he snch a 
fool as to he satisfi^ with that hit of 
a crown, when I can have the fine one 
for working for? No! no! I will 
have the bright crown. I keep the 
evidence with my heart that onr God 
will give me a crown of glory when I 
die. Glory, glory to His name ! " 

On May 12th, Sammy met his old 
Mend and neighbour, Mr. William 
Dawson, of Barnbow, at Easingwold 
missionary meeting. Sammy raised 
a sympathetic feeling by his zeal, and 
telling his desires to go and be a mis- 
sionary, keeping himself, bat his wife 
would not allow him. Then he said 
God h(id giv en him only one talent 
and he was determined to use and 
improve that talent in God's service ; 
he would not liide it in a napkin, but 
use it daily. *' Then," said he, *' God 
saw proper to give to my friend Billy 
Dawson ten talents, but to me only 
one. I sometimes tell Billy that 
I shall only be charged with the im- 
provement of one talent, and he will 
be charged with the improvement of 
ten. I tell Billy if he does not im- 
prove his talents well, I shall get 
higher up into heaven with my one 
talent than he will with his ten. God 
does not reqnire from a man what he 
has not, and He will only reward him 
for the right improvement of what he 
has." At the close of Sammy's speech, 
Mr. Dawson walked across the plat- 
form, placed his hand upon Sammy's 
head, and with the other shaking as 
if he had hold of a bow, said, in his 
own dramatic way, '* God bless yon, 
Sammy ! You are a brown shiller ; 
the Lord has only to shake the bow, 
and you will fall out of your husk ! " 
Sammy responding, " Glory ! glory 
be to the Lord!" The effect was 
wonderful. On the following day they 
were both engaged to speak at Helms- 
ley Blackeymoor missionary meeting. 
Unfortunately, when near Helmsley, 
Sammy acted imprudently. To ease 
himself he sat aside on the saddle ; 
the horse was startled ; Sammy fell 
upon the hard road ; the fall pro- 
duced his death in a few months. To 
his immediate attendants he said, 
** Glory be to God 1 If I die, I shall 
sooner get to heaven. I am boun' 
home." 



I affectionately recommend to yon 
his Life, written by the Rev. James 
Everett. It has had a most extensive 
sale, has been translated into other 
languages, and stands in the public 
library of Rome, read as a religioas 
novel. Samuel Hick died November 
9, 1B29, aged eighty years. A very 
large company mourned his departure, 
and attended him to his grave in 
Aberford churchyard. In October, 
1851, Aberford church was enlarged, 
and necessity compelled them to dig 
through the graves of Samuel and his 
wife. Both the clergyman and his 
friends regretted that his grave had 
to be disturbed. Instructions were 
given, and every bone was carefcdly 
collected, put into a box, and rebaried 
near the grave. A sympathetic feel- 
ing was aroused. The clergyman, 
people, and Wesleyans subscribed to 
place a handsome stained glass win- 
dow in the parish church, near to his 
grave, to perpetuate his memory. 
The window represents the ''Good 
Samaritan." Snch honour have not 
all God's saints. Perhaps it is 
the first memorial window that has 
been pat into a parish church to 
perpetuate the memory of a Metho- 
dist local preacher. Samuel employed 
all his spare time in doing good ; in 
return, a grateful people have per- 
petuated his name to future gene- 
rations. H. H. 



LORD CARNARVON ON PREACHING. 

From the time of the Reformation 
preaching in this country had never, 
ceased to be a real power. It had 
assumed many forms. Mingled with 
politics and philosophy, and becoming 
dry and barren of all spiritual in- 
fluence, it ceased even to be true to 
the doctrines of Christianity, until, as 
in the great revivals of Wesley, and 
the Oxford movement associated with 
the names of Pusey and Keble, it 
touched the deepest springs of reli- 
gion and of spiritual life. Passing 
from the historical to the practical 
part of the question, his lordship 
pointed out that two sermons at least, 
every week, were a severe tax upon a 
large proportion of oar parochial 
clergy. Many of them were men 
closely engaged in the work of their 
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parishes, with little help, and perhaps 
only an average power of literary 
eomposition. In this point of view, 
it mast be admitted that we were as 
mireasonable in our theological ex- 
pectations as we often were in the 
poUtical or personal affairs of life. 
The resnlt was, that the work was 
generdly done with a conscientious 
and laborious sense of duty ; but, too 
often, the man was set to a task for 
which he had no real aptitude. It 
became a mere form, and consequently 
failed to move a large and a growing 
class whose education, though not 
very deep or sound, was yet sufiScient 
to make them require a deeper and 
more exact teaching. He did not 
overlook the difficulty of so adjusting 
our system as to meet the peculiarities 
of the very different classes which 
composed our mixed congregations; 
but he expressed his opinion, that to 
certain classes the ordinary sermon 
which carried no conviction, was a 
disadvantage rather than a help. 
A special sermon by special preachers, 
under the dome of St. Paul's, he spoke 
of as an illustration of the reviving 
power of the Church in our days, for 
which all present that day might, he 
thought, thank God. He confessed 
that in the majority of ehurches he 
wished to see the whole system of 
preaching brought under the intelli- 
gent and temperate consideration of 
file Church, both clergy and laity. 
He proceeded to indicate a few amongst 
many points to which he thought 
attention might not unfitly be devoted. 
First, elocution and good reading ; on 
which he quoted the observations or 
experiences of such celebrated men as 
Burnet, South, Sanderson, and Tillot- 
son; adding, that in many foreign 
churches considerable pains were de- 
voted to the instruction of the younger 
^}^^S7i as regarded delivery, elocu- 
tion, action, and even the by-play of 
preaching. Next, he thought our 
preachers might occasionally substi- 
tute for their compositions some of 
the many printed sermons with which 
English modern theology abounded. 
Passing on to the advantage also of 
extemporaneous preaching, with the 
<:antion that what is the best and most 
persuasive of its kind, if good, is quite 
the worst if indifferent : he said there 



was, however, no greater fallacy than 
to suppose that an extempore sermon 
saved the preacher labour and time, 
as was shown by t^e experiences of 
Whitefield, and Charles Simeon, Bax- 
ter, and Burnet. To sum up his ob- 
servations, he said he should view with 
satisfaction any modification of our 
present practice, which would infuse 
more life and reality into the too con- 
ventional and formal character of so 
many of our sermons. He would not 
even regret to see a reduction of them 
in point of numbers and length. He 
should hail the limited use of some of 
the best published sermons ; and that 
elocution and the practice of extem- 
pore preaching should be studied and 
extended. With a view to some, at 
least, of these objects, he suggested 
the appointment by the Bishop of the 
diocese of a certain number of 
preachers, specially qualified by study 
and natural fitness, to visit and preach 
in the different parishes of the dio- 
cese, with the consent, and, perhaps, 
on the invitation of the incumbent. 
Such a practice was familiar, not only 
to Roman Catholics, but to Wesleyans, 
and, he believed, Lutherans. He 
would even venture to suggest whether, 
under due precautions and limitation, 
the licensing of laymen to preach 
might not draw to the support of the 
Church many who might bring to the 
task learning, zeal, and those gifts of 
eloquence and personal persuasion by 
which God might be served as well 
through the mouths of laymen as of 
the clergy. This would be no depar- 
ture from the older practice of the 
Church. Origen was a layman when 
he first preached ; and till the tenth 
century the Homan Church entrusted 
much of her preaching to men who 
were not in orders. The office of lay 
reader in some English dioceses, al- 
ready included the duty of inter- 
preting Scripture, which was very 
akin to preaching. In the watchful- 
ness of the Bishop, the concurrence 
of the incumbent, the character and 
capacity of the lay preacher to be 
licensed, and, above all, in the very 
sparing exercise of the power so to 
appoint, tliere ought to be found ade- 
quate safeguards against any abuse ; 
while it might be possible, and if so, 
expedient, to frame rules which would 
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give even additional gaarantees la 
respect to a soheme, which there was 
nothing in ancient practice or the na- 
ture of things to forbid, whilst there 
was mach in the conditions and re- 
quirements of our generation, to make 
the suggestion worthy, at least, of 
dispassionate consideration. The 
question was one which could not be 
ignored; and its free discussion by 
l£ose most deeply and devotedly in- 
terested in the work of the Church, 
could not be injurious to their in- 
terests. 



((j^out dilutions. 

MES. EANYAKD AND HER WOEK. 

It was on a bed of sickness, from 
which, to use her own expression, she 
▼isited the ''Border Land," that 
Mrs. Ranyard's mind received those 
deep impressions which eventually 
developed themselves in the female 
missionary enterprise to which she 
subsequently consecrated her Hfe. 
More than twenty years ago she 
started on this errand of mercy, and 
from that time to the day when it 
pleased God to bid her cease from 
her labours and enter into rest, her 
mind and hand and heart were all 
busy in devising means to extend its 
benefits, not only to the people of her 
own land, but to many dark places of 
the earth which the record of her 
Lome work had reached, and which 
thirsted for a share of the blessing 
which was seen to accompany it. 

Woman's work, when successful, 
is for the most part quiet and unob- 
trusive ; and this was essentially the 
character of Mrs. Hanyard's work. 
It had its origin in a small beginning ; 
and it is more than probable that in 
its earlier conception she scarcely 
realised the extent to which it might 
grow : but her gentle influence, like 
"the small rain upon the tender 
herb," penetrated the barren ground 
which she sought to cultivate ; and 
each seed which sprang up was a 
fresh incentive to faith and hope. 
Kor did God fail to honour the faith 
which He had given. Support was 
readily found when the nature of her 
mission was understood, and the best 



testimony to its reality was yielded 
by the many witnesses who arose to 
call her blessed. The drunkard wha 
had been reclaimed, the impure who 
had been cleansed, the wanderer who 
had been brought back, the prodigal 
who had been restored to his father's 
house, the polluted haunt of misery 
and vice which had been converted 
into a happy home of righteoasness 
and peace, the tongue which no man 
can tame but which yielded to a 
power superior to that of man— all 
these, as with one voice, proclaimed 
that God was prospering her efforts, 
and that, however deep the darkness 
which had settled down upon the 
heathen masses of our metropolis, 
there was yet a light which could 
both penetrate and dispel it. 

And what was that light? Befe- 
rence has already been made to Mrs. 
Ranyard's simple trust in God : and 
wherever this exists, Christ is the 
mainspring of every action, and the 
one object ever kept in view is to give 
prominence to Him as the Light of 
the world. Here was the great 
strength of Mrs. Ranyard's work, 
and the great secret of her success. 
She did not rely on any bow of 
earthly make, or any sword of earthly 
temper, but upon a bow which was 
sure to abide in strength, and upon a 
sword whose keen edge can never be 
blunted — even *' the sword of the 
Spirit, which is the Word of God." 

The women whom she engaged she 
called Bible -women : the standard 
beneath whose sacred and soul-in- 
spiring influence she sent them forth, 
was the Word of God. When she 
employed her pen with a view of 
enlisting the sympathy of others in. 
any project which she had at heart,. 
" The Book and its Story," or " The 
Book and its Mission," were titles 
which sufficiently proved that, as to 
her, there was one Name which was 
above every name, so there was one 
Book which was above every booL 
She believed in the Holy Scriptures— 
not as a mere record of events, however 
wonderful in their nature, nor as a mere 
revelation from heaven, however grand 
in its conception — but as able to make 
wise unto salvation through faith that 
is in Christ Jesus ; and as she be- 
lieved, so was it done unto her. The 
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hammer of God's Word, brought to 
bear npon the stony heart, broke it ia 
pieces; its fire melted the stnbborn 
and rebellious will ; and man's rugged 
natare, cast into the mould of Divine 
Truth, received the impress of the 
grace of God, and was fashioned anew 
to His praise and glory. 

Taken away in the midst of her 
usefulness, Mrs. Banyard yet lived to 
see "the little one become a thousand." 
In 1857 she rejoiced in being able 
to find one woman whom she could 
send forth on her Bible errand among 
the poor of St. Giles : in 1878 her 
sta£f consisted of 171 Bible-women, 
70 nurses, and 16 visiting pioneers, 
besides 173 lady-superintendents, 
who, with a few other voluntary 
helpers, constituted a goodly band of 
^9 persons. 

What a stimulus to the exercise of 
simple faith and active earnestness in 
God's service ought such an example 
to give ! What an encouragement to 
&Uow whithersoever God leads, and 
to obey the promptings of His Spirit 
when He bids any go work in His 
▼ineyard ! True, our departed friend 
was great in mental and moral stature ; 
Imt what she was, God made her. The 
iQany graces which she possessed, of 
bdness and compassion, of tender- 
ness and love, were all His gifts, and 
were tempered by a decision of cha- 
racter and steadfastness of purpose 
which gathered strength from the 
conviction that the work was His also. 
She appeared amongst her fellow- 
workers as a shining light; but the 
oil which gave brilliancy to her lamp, 
was that of the upper sanctuary ; and 
the gifts and graces of God are not 
only unexhausted, but inexhaustible. 
' — Report of the British and Foreign 
Bible Society for 1879. I^. 206-7. 

SPABE MOMENTS. 
Spare Moments are like the gold 
dust of time : and Young was writing 
a true as well as a striking line when 
he taught that ** Sands make the 
mountain, and moments make the 

Sear." Of all the portions of our 
fe, spare moments are the most 
fruitful in good as evil. They are 
the gaps through which temptations 
find the easiest access to the garden 
of the soul. 
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SEPTEMBEB. 

September, the ninth month, as the 
year is now divided by European na- 
tions. It consists of thirty days» 
Etymologically the name is improper, 
being a Latin term formed of Septem^. 
seven, and the termination ber ; and 
the same impropriety belongs to Oc- 
tober, November, and December, 
The Roman year originally com- 
menced in March ; and the English 
names of the months, which are all 
Latin terms, appear to have been 
given to them by the lawyers, whose 
writings were formerly in Latin, and 
who supposed the year to commence 
in March, on which supposition the 
names are right, September being, 
the seventh month, October the 
eighth, &o., when March is the first. 
The legal year in England was not 
made to commence on the first of 
January till the alteration of the style 
in 1752. Most of the other nations 
of Europe apply the same, or a simi- 
lar name to -this month — German, 
September; French, Septembre ; Ita- 
lian, Settembre ; Spanish, Septrem-^ 
bre. In Switzerland September ia 
called Herbstmonat , the autumnal or 
harvest month. 

The sun rises this month on the 
1st at fourteen minutes after five, and 
sets at forty-six minutes after six. 
On the last day the sun rises at one 
minnte after six, and sets at thirty- 
nine minutes after five. Tims the 
day shortens forty-five minutes in the 
morning, and fifty- three minutes in 
the evening. 

New moon at fifty-two minutes 
after four in the afternoon of the 4th. 
Full moon twenty-nine minutes after 
three in the afternoon of the 18th. 

Jupiter is a morning star, and 
Venus an evening star during this 
month. 

The weather predictions are that 
the first three weeks will be unset- 
tled, bnt the last week fine and 
warm. 

The month commences on a Wed- 
nesday and ends on a Friday. 
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PRESIDENT'S LETTER.— No. 8. 

My Dear Bro. Sims, — I have only 
attended one meeting since my last ; 
that was at the town of Northamp- 
ton, with my dear Father Towne aQd 
Brother Gibson, who served them 
well on the Lord's Day, and then 
stayed to help the President at the 
public meeting on the Monday. We 
had a good meeting, and good work 
was done, that will bring forth fruit 
in its season. We were well sus- 
tained in our work by the ministers 
of the circuit, for which they have 
our hearty thanks. 

I am still plodding on, doing a 
great deal of ploughing, harrowing, 
and removing some ill weeds that 
have grown round our beloved Asso- 
ciation, mainly I think through the 
indifference of local preachers them- 
selves. Thank the Lord there are 
many who'.love Him and love his dear 
old servants for Jesus Christ's sake. 
Oh, for more of the holy fire to bum 
in our hearts, and break out in loving 
work for Jesus and his brethren ; but 
our joy is in His strength. Onward I 
Forward / The Lord is on our side, 
and heaven is before us. 

For amounts secured see Exeter 
Hall list. 

The following new honorary mem- 
bers have been added the last 
month : — 

Mr. Jacob Laversuch, Tisbury, 

Wilts. 
Mr. Bamsdale, Linwood. 
Mr. J. Swales, York. 
Mr. J. S. Thorpe, Keighley. 
Yours truly, 

Charles S. Madder. 



NORTHAMPTON. 
Mt Dear Brother Sims, — ^I beg to 
hand over to you a sum of ^14 16s. 7d. 
— part proceeds of tea and public 
meeting, &c., held on July 18 and 19, 
1680. Sermons were preached on the 
Sunday in Gold Street, Begent Square 



and Eettemey Boad Chapels by the 
Bev. W. Malpas, Beynolds, and 
Towne and Gibson, of Melton Mow- 
bray, and on the day following a tea 
and public meeting was held in 
Begent Square Chapel. The chair 
was taken by J. Hill, Esq., one of oiir 
honorary members. On the platform 
were our Circuit Ministers, Bev. W. 
Malpas, W. Ainsworth and Beynolds. 
We were also favoured with the pre- 
sence of our esteemed' President 
Brother C. S. Madder, of Aylesbury, 
who made a most telling speech ; it 
was well worth hearing, and we gave 
him our hearty thanks for coming; 
also we had our good Brother GibsoDi 
who has been with as three years 
successively, and has rendered oB 
good service, and last, though not 
least, our venerable Mend Mr. J. 
Towne, of Melton Mowbray. I need 
scarcely say anything ahont his speeeh 
—of course it wot a speech — and one 
that will not easily be forgotten. We 
hope he will live many years yet to 
advocate the claims oi the dear old 
men. 

The meeting terminated with a 
vote of thanks to the Ladies, the Chau> 
man and the deputation. The Bev. 
W. Malpas then gave oat the lineB, 
'* Praise God," and pronoanced the 
Benediction. J. Lbnton, Sec. 



GENERAL COMMITTEE. 

The monthly meeting was held at 
Brother Benson's, Pitstone Green, 
Tring, on Wednesday, 11th August. 

Present : The President, Hon. and 
Genertd Secretaries; R. Durley, 
Wardley, Rose, Wright, Clapham, 
Amphlett, Aldom, Benson, R. Carter, 
and Turtle. 

Hymn 346 was sang. 

Brother Benson engaged in prayer. 

The minutes were read and con- 
firmed. 

The monthly statement showed 
17 new members, 4 deaths, 87 sick, 
152 saperannaated. 
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HeceiptB £620 9s. lid. ; pajrments 
J6d73 ds. Id. Total receipts since 
last audit j6908 Us. lid.; payments 
£611 4b. id. 

The Snb-Oommittee reported that 
they bad inspected several offices, and 
laid the results before the meeting. 
It was eventually resolved to refer the 
matter back to the sub-committee, 
and to give them extended powers; 
also to enlarge the Sub-Committee by 
adding the names of the Honorary 
Secretary and Bros. Amphlett and 
Clapham. 

The Sub-Committee appointed to 
wait upon members of the Thanks- 
giving Fund reported that they had 
had an interview with the President 
of the Conference which was very 
satisfactory. The President had pro- 
mised to represent our views respect- 
ing the interest of the j68,000, to 
the Committee of the Thanksgiving 
Fund. 

The question of the Magazine cover 
was considered, and it was eventually 
resolved unanimously, **That no 
alteration should be made therein, 
but that the printer should be re- 
quested always to obtain good im- 
pressions from the blocks illustra- 
tive of local preachers' work and his- 
tory." 

It was also resolved, *' That Brother 
Curtis should be requested to take 
Brother Ad^som's place as our Repre- 
sentative to the Methodist Evangeli- 
cal Local Preachers' Conference at 
Baltimore, in October next." 

Brother C. J., of A., whose case 
stood over, was directed to take sick 
pay until the Great Western Direc- 
tors have decided upon his case. 

Brother B. S., of S.S., aged 74, a 
local preacher 47 years, has been re- 
ceiving 2b. 6d. weekly. He is now 
quite blind, so is his wife; two daugh- 
ters live at home, and the earnings 
of the eldest daughter are the main 
support of the family. 

The case was earnestly recom- 
mended by the local officers. 

Resolved that the brother have the 
lull 6b. weekly in future. 

Brother G. L., of D., aged 76, very 
needy, was advanced from Ss. to 5s. 
weekly. 

J. A., of D., aged 65, local preacher 
85 years has been receiving 3s. a week. 



Has been a sawyer, but now unable 
to work, being greatly afflicted. He 
now asks for more. The case is 
strongly recommended by the super- 
intendent minister and the local com- 
mittee. 

Resolved that he have 5s. a week. 

In one branch a brother had 
been received in error, who was a 
local preacher among the ** Primi- 
tives." 

It was ordered, *'That he be in- 
formed that he is not eligible for 
membership according to our rules; 
and that the money paid be returned 
to him." 

A new branch, Birmingham 8rd., 
was received on the uniform entrance 
fee of 10s. each. 

Brother Amphlett informed the 
meeting that Brother Bowron had 
decided to proceed to New Zealand, 
intending there to end his days. 

It was resolved "That the Honorary 
Secretary do draw up a suitable fare- 
well address to our brother ; the same 
to be laid before next meeting for 
approval.*' 

The next meeting was fixed to be 
at Brother Wardley's, Child's HiU, 
Finchley New Road, on Monday, 18th 
September, at 6 p.m. 

brother Dr. Aldom closed the meet- 
ing with prayer. 



dHtnars ^sAictB* 



SHEEBNESS. 

Our Heavenly Father has been 
pleased in His wisdom to remove 
from us our Brother, Mr. Alfred Fil- 
mer, honorary member of the Asso- 
ciation, who, after a painful affliction, 
was delivered from all his sufifer- 
ings on the morning of the 10th of 
August, age nearly 58 years. 

Our departed brother was highly 
respected in the town, as was seen by 
the great number of tradesmen who 
attended the funeral. 

He will be much missed in the 
Church , as he filled the offices of cir- 
cuit steward, trustee steward, class 
leader and local preacher. 

" Blessed are the dead that die in 
the Lord. From henceforth, yea, saith 
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the Spirit that they may rest from 
Uieir labours, and their works do 
follow them." James Rickwood. 

Local Secretary. 

HicHARD BoBGRTs died at Hawcliffe, 
near Selby, on the 28th of June, aged 
70. He was converted in connexion 
with the labours of the late " Squire 
Brook/' in the year 1830, and began 
to preach in 1836, continuing his 
labours as a local preacher for sixteen 
years in the Snaith Wesleyan Circuit, 
and for twenty-eight years in the 
Goole and Rawcliffe Circuit of the 
Wesleyan Reform and United Metho- 
dist Free Churches. During the last 
few years his labours have been some- 
what interfered with by ill health; 
but during nearly forty years he 
walked many miles in the fulfilment 
of his duties. For some years past 
his sufferings at intervals were very 
great, arising from a complication of 
diseases. He addressed a meeting of 
the Sunday- School teachers in con- 
nexion with their annual festival, on 
Wednesday, June 23rd ; this was the 
last time he was out ; and he died in 
peace on the following Monday, at 
6.80 a.m. W. L. Roberts. 

April 21st, 1880. Robert Burrow, of 
CuUompton, passed away after a short 
illness, consisting of bronchitis and 
inflammation of the lungs, aged 74 
years. He had been a supporter of this 
magazine ever since its commence- 
ment, and took a lively interest in its 
success. For many years he was a lo- 
cal preacher, having been converted to 
God at an early age, and thence- 
forth he exerted himself to the very 
utmost to serve and glorify Him by 
Ibringing souls to Christ. 

His sermons were no mere super- 
ficial sketches, but well-studied and 
impressively delivered addresses, 
which were eminently calculated to 
do good alike to the poor and illite- 
rate, and also to the more refined and 
intellectually minded of those who 
had the privilege of listening to 
them. 

Brother R. Porter, of the Doncaster 
Branch, died on the 11th of June, 



aged forty-seven years. Our brother 
had been an honorary member of 
this branch since its formation in 
1878; took a deep interest in the 
welfare of the Association, and told 
the local secretary only a short time 
before he died he had thought of 
increasing his subscription. A fort- 
night before his death he was preach- 
ing at the Wesleyan Reform Ghapd 
in connection with the Sunday-school 
Anniversary. He took to his bed on 
the following day, and passed away 
after about ten days* illness, saying 
that he *' knew in whom he had be- 
lieved," &c. His remains were in- 
terred in the cemetery on the 15th 
June, being followed to their last 
resting-place by many who had la- 
boured with him, and the members of 
the various temperance societies, of 
which he was an active member. 



DEATHS. 

July 4, 1 880. Ooverley Jackson, Sher- 
bnrn Branch, aged 70 years. Branch 
Secretary. After a long and severe 
affliction he died in great peace. 
Claim £6. 

July 28, 1880. William Growther, 
Keighley Branch, aged 74 years. In 
his affliction he was reduced to child- 
like weakness, and suffered severelyi 
but he was resigned to the will of hjs 
heavenly Father, and fell asleep with 
the benediction on his lips. He had 
been a local preacher upwards of forty 
years, and a member of our Association 
almost from the commencement. Oar 
brother had been an annuitant 556 
weeks, and had received £83 lis. 6d. 
Claim £1. 

August 6, 1880. Samuel Baldock, 
Dunstable Branch, aged 61 years. He 
was converted when abont eighteen 
years of age, and began to preach 
when twenty-five. For many years 
he was an acceptable local preacher, 
and instrumental in bringing many 
souls to Christ. In June, 1873, he was 
seized with paralysis, which deprived 
him of his speech. This heavy affliction 
was borne with g^eat patience and 
cheerfulness, and his end was such as 
to give assurance to his friends that he 
has entered the rest that remaineth to 
the people of God. Claim £8. 

August 8, 1880. Samuel Creasley, 
Leicester Branch, aged 59 years. Of 
consumption. No particulars. Claim 
£8. 



MUTUAL-AID ASSOOIATION BEPOBTBB. 



287 



tIASH REOEIYED BT THE GENERAL TREASUBEB TO Aua. 15th, 1880. 



MOWJTlOVtn ••• M* •■• ••• ••• ••• 

Stourhiridge #•• ••• ••• ••• ... ••• 

^VOTCfhCovOlr •*• •■• ••• ■•• ••• ••• 

Bromsgrove^'MT. G. Field, 58 ; Mr. J. J. Hames, 5b 
Tork^Mi. T. Dickenson, hm. £l Is; Mr. J. B. Hill, hm. 

£1 Is; Mr. Raimes, 5s; Mr. E. Sherwood, hm. £ll8; 

Mr. J. Swales, hm. £1 Is ; Mr. Tasker, he. lOs 6d 
Derby — Mr. Ghadwiok, 5s 
^LofOcLef^ •■■ «•• ••• ••• •• > ••• 

JUeUtOTh •■• ••• •••' ••• ••• *•• 

AAitOfh ••• ••• ■•• •** ••• ••■ 

Wisbech — Mr. J. Pollard, 5s 8d 

JjUThuifb ... ••• ••• .•• ••• ..• 

^yOV&KtTy .•• ... •.• ••• ••• ... 

LotLth—'i&.T. S. Boswell, hm. £1 Is ; Miss B. Kirt, hm. £1; 

Miss Oldham, 3s ; Mr. H. D. Simpson, qly. Hs... 
Kewport PagneU 
j.tc%oexver isCmmm ••• ... ••• «•• ••• 

fyrffSS Sl%ll/9 ... •■• ••• ••• ••• M* 

Launceston—Hr, J. Dingley, hm. qly. 78 6d ; Mr. E. Pethy- 

bridgce, hm. qly. 7s 6d ... ••• •.. ... 

Sherboume—MT, E. B. Din^rlej, 2s 6d; Mr. B. S. Dyke, 5s ; 

Mr. 0. Ensor, 28 6d; Mr. E. Ensor, 5s 
tSnefOttTn ••• ••• ••• ••• ••• ••• 

4SnipT01h *.. ... ••• .•* .•• ■•• 

Barnard Castle — Mr. Burn, 5s; Mr. Arrowsmith, 5s ; Mr. 
J. Dixon (two years), £1 Is; Mr. M. J. Dixon (two 
years), £1 48 ; Mr. G-arbutt (two years), lOs ; Mr. Hilton, 
5s ; Mr. J. Howson (two years), £1 48 ; Mr. G. B. Mar- 
tin (two years), lOs 

JJXS8 •■• ••• ••• ••• .a. ••• 

Srxd'p(yrt •. ••• ••• ••• ••• ••• 

Andowr — GoUection at Glanvill, 58 3d... ... ... 

xJSBjora ... .•• ... •«. •■• ... 

JVarrinfftofi •.. ... ... ... ... ... 

jjr%JfteUm «aa ... •«. •*• ... ... 

JSbyTn ... ... ... ... ... ••• 

Wiffib^me ••• ... ... ... ..« ... 

Sexham 2jid ... ■•• ••• ••. ... 

JSuddersfield \tt ••• ••• ... .•• ••• 

Grantham ... ... ... .., ••• ... 

FramlinghaM ••• ... •■» ••• ... 

JSmghley — Mr. W. Anderton, hm. £5; Mr. J. Heap, ho. lOs; 

Mr. E. Myers, he. 10s ; Mr. J. L. Thorpe, hm. £1 Is ; 

Miss Waterhouse, legacy (less duty and expenses £20 5s), 

Jwi-ivf Xo8 ••• ... ... ••• ••• ... 

jfnffff ... ••• ... ... ••• ••• 

deckheaton — Miss Growther, hm. £1 ; Mr. G. Barrett, 
nm. £1 ** ••• ... ..I «•• ... 

^XiSCOrP .•• ... ... ... ... ..a 

Midsomer Nbrtttn ... .a. •.. .a. ... 

Middleham ... .a. ... ... ..• ... 

jjuftoaszer ... ... ... ... ... ••. 

Daventry—l&t, H. Bowles, 2s 6d ; Mr. R. Gilbert (don.) 
£1 ; Mrs. Reeve, 128 6d ; Bro. T. A., 58 
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MUTUAL-AID A8B0OIATI0N BBPOETKB. 



Iddiffh ( JJiifiOtj ••• ••• ••• ••• ••• 

8href09hury — Mr. W. Phillips, 12s 
fYtfrhififftofi ••• ••• ••• ••• ••• ••• 

Pcntefraet — Mr. Tfaos. Holmes, hm. £1 Is 
Downham—W[. J. L. Bennett, hm. qly. 5s 8d ; Mr. W. 

Bennett, Jan., qly. 6s Sd ; Mr. J. Flacman, hm. qly. 5s 3d; 

Mr. W. Flatt, hm. £1 Is; Mr. J. Hutson, hm. £1 Is; 

Mr. T. H. Wenn, hm. £1 Is... 

£XWf9W00ii ... ••• ••• ••• ••• ••• 

JtlOLVmTOtQS ... ••• >•• ... •«. ••• 

Sovoerby Bridge ••• ••• ••• 

JiQiviit ••* *** *** *** **■ *** 

jolhcnOfid •■• ••• ••• ••• ••• ••• 

jA^vOH *■* *** "* *** *** 

6'i^«<?p— Mr. J. Clayton, qly. 3s 

Newark — Mr. T. O. Qaibell, he. 10s 6d ... 

Oromford^lSx, G. Barker, hm. £1 Is; Mrs. Bonser, hm. £1; 

Mrs. Sims, hm. £2 ; Mr. E. M. Wass, hm. £1 ; Mr. B. 

Wildgoose, hm. £10 

fr tfv A ••* *** *** *** *** *** 

I/yiiii^ ••• ••• ••• *** *** *•• 

JiCOWi ••• ••• ••• *** *** ■*■ 

J/enby Jjdlc ••• ••• ••• ••• •*• ••• 

City Jioad—M,!, T. Hambelton, hm. £1 Is ; Mr. J. Taylor, 

nm. 2bi Xs**« ••• ••• *•• *■• ••■ 

Suddersfidldf 2iid ... •«. ••• ••• ... 

South Shields — Mr. G. Suaith, qly. 5s ... 

Steojf&FCL ••• ••• ••• ••• ••• *•• 

inr OinSjli6ltO> «»' ••• ••• ••• ••• •■• 

WaUall'-^r, H. Hall, he. lOs ; Mr. J. Tildesley, hm. £1 

MotherlULWt ••• •.. ... ••• *•• ••. 

\jrew6 «•• .•■ ••• ••■ ••• ■•• 

St» ^ItMins ... ••• •• ••• ••• ... 

Weymouth and Portland ... ••• 

Xington ••• ••• ••• ••• ••• >•« 

Jtiv/nley •.. ••• ••• ••• ••• ••• 

Spalding .«• >#• ••• •■• •#. ... 

Wednesbury .•• »*• ... ... '•• ... 

Pontypool ••• ••. ••• ••• ••• ••• 

Southwark and Lambeth—'^a, Keough, hm. £l Is 

JtCet/ora ... ... ••• ... ... ••• 

jtteaafifig •«. ••• ... ... ••. ••■ 

Chelsea — Mr. W. Bowron, hm. £1 Is; Mrs. Bowron, hm. 

3& 1 Xa ••« ••• ••• ••• ■•• «•• 

Bayswater—Mx, M. L. Clapham. hm. £1 Is 

Exeter Hall— 'ilLr, T. Boumphreys, hm. £1 Is; Mr. J. T. 
Elson, 2s 6d ; Mr. J. T. Henson, hm. 4^1 Is. The follow- 
ing per the President : Messrs. Brown and Davis, £1 Is; 
Messrs. Cook and Son, £1 Is ; Messrs. Cooper, Box and 
Co., £1 Is ; Messrs. Copestake, Hughes and Co., £1 Is; 
Messrs. Foster, Porter and Co., 10s ; A Friend, lOs ; 
Messrs. Morley, Gray and Co., 10s ; Messrs. Norman, 
Beddan and Co., £1 Is; Mr. J. Parker (Finedon), £1 Is; 
Mrs. A. E. Spooner (Plymouth), £2 ; Messrs. Stephen, 
Evans and Co., £1 Is; Messrs. Sugden, Son and Co., 
£l Is; Messrs. Watts and Co., 10s 6d; President's Box, 
£3 15s. Total £16 8s 6d ... 

JYottingham ... ... ••• ... ... 

JJedbv/ry ••• ... ••• ••• ••• 
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THE METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF AMERICA. 

Wk have receired from oar excellent brother Field (we beliere) — who 
represented the Local Preachers of the American Episcopal Methodist 
Chorch.at oar late Aggregate Meeting in York — a copy of the *' Metho- 
diflt Tear-Book ** for 1880, which gires a large amoant of miscellaneoai 
information abont Episcopal Methodism in particular, and genera 
Methodism also, in that immensely extended continent. That which it 
interesting to ourselves will interest others. We will therefore transfer 
some of the information given in the '* Year- Book," from its pages to our 
own ; for which, we doubt not, some of our brethren would willingly 
thank as. We follow the orthography, punctuation, <&c., of the book. 

The first fact given in a long list of '^ Chronological Notes," is gene- 
rally well known, and has been stated occasionally in this Magazine, but 
it is worth being again recorded : — 

*^ 1766. First Methodist Society in America (of five members) orga- 
nized in October in New York by Philip Embury, a local preacher." 

The next item is almost as interesting to us as the foregoing : — 

** 1768. First church edifice, (John Street Church, first called Wesley 
Chapel), dedicated by Philip Embury, Oct. 30." 

Thus it appears that just two years after the formation of the first 
Methodist Society in America, a place for Methodist worship was opened, 
and that its dedication was by the same local preacher who had united the 
five original members in Christian fellowship. Let us remember these 
facts, and rejoice in them. 

In the following year Mr. Wesley sent out Richard Boardman to take the 
oversight of the little flock at the John Street Chapel, and Joseph Pilmoor 
to look after souls in the city of Philadelphia. 

In 1773- the first Annual Conference was held in Philadelphia. Ten 
preachers were present. The members of Society numbered 1,160. 
What a work has God wrought in that land within little more than a 
century I Its progress must have been rapid. Coming to the eighteenth 
year after its commencement, we read : — 

** 1784. The < Methodist Episcopal Church ' was formally organized at 
a Conference of Methodist ministers called by Thomas Coke, LL.D., an 
assistant of Mr. Wesley in England, and sent over by the latter for the 
purpose of consummating such organization. The first Bishops, Coke 
and Asbufy, were elected. This Conference (called the ' Christmas Con- 
ference ') met in Philadelphia, Dec. 25, and continued its session until 
Jan. 3, 1785." 

The Methodist system of America, like that of England, was a growth , 
as is every healthy thing, whether in nature^ or in human society ; and 
the sturdy independence of the Anglo-Americans developed itself in their 
ecclesiastical affairs as decisively as in their political relations. Viewed 
in the light of history, we are not surprised by what follows : — 

OOXOBBB; 1880. T 
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''1787. A General Conference was called at Baltimore in May, by 
Dr. Coke, at the request of Mr. Wesley ; bat as the Annual Conference 
had not been consulted, and hence had not authorised it, many of the 
ministers did not attend, and no official record of its doings was preserved. 
Some additions, howeyer, were made to the Discipline, and the word 
* Bishop ' was substituted for * Superintendent,' as applied to Bishops 
Coke and Asbury. It is believed also that the term ' Presiding Elder ' 
was then first applied to superintendents of districts." 

British Methodism needs some such arrangement as appears to have 
been made at this time in American Methodism. Superintendents of 
circuits have, in many cases, more work than they can well do : and when 
the duties of a district chairman are added thereto, the burden becomes 
oppressive. A chairman of a district ought not to have also the care of 
a circuit. From the time of his election as chairman, he ought to have a 
fixed residence in the district that has elected him, and to spend all his 
after-life in that district, visiting its different circuits, looking after their 
mutual interests, adjusting differences where they arise ; and maintaining 
a general oversight of both circuits and ministers, and preaching every- 
where as occasion might require and his strength permit. Never most 
he be called otherwise than Chairman ; not Bishop. So many notions 
have grown up and connected themselves with that term in the old conn- 
tries of Europe, and in our own in common with the rest, that it conld 
not be applied to any minister in British Methodism without great risk of 
evil. It would swell the pride of office, and in the course of time would 
create a hankering after wealth and homage that would ruin the indi- 
vidual and confound and enslave the multitude. It would be a folly and 
a crime, which we hope will never be attempted. 

We proceed with our extracts : — 

" 1792. First General Conference. — Held in Baltimore, November 1. 
This Conference directed that the next General Conference should meet 
after an interval of four years. . . . The Conference bound itself by 
special enactment not to change any recognized rule of Methodism excej^t 
hy a two-third vote, . . . The Book Concern (previously opened at 
Philadelphia) was formally established by General Conference action/' 

** 1796. Second General Conference. — Held in Baltimore, commencing 
October 20, composed of 120 members. Bishop Asbury presided. . . 
The Annual Conference boundaries first determined by General Con- 
ference action. Number then designated, six, but the Bishops were 
authorized to add a seventh." 

«* 1800. Third General Conference. — Held in Baltimore, May 6-20. 
Owing to the prevalence of yellow fever in 1799, the Annual Conference 
had authorized Bishop Asbury to change the time to May. Eichard 
Whatcoat was elected Bishop. • . • The Book Concern was removed 
to New York. • . • The Bishops were authorized to ordain coloured 
preachers." 
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*' 1804. Fourth General Conference, ^^"Reld in Baltimore^ May 7-28. 
Members 107." 

** 1808. Fifth General Conference. — Held in Baltimore, May 6-26. 
Members 129. . . Bishop Coke was granted permission to reside 

in England, bnt not to exercise while there his episcopal fanctions. 
Delegated General Conference first provided for, the ratio of representa- 
tion to be one member for each Jive of the traveling ministers." 

" 1812. Sixth General Conference, — Held in New York city, May 1-22, 
This was the first delegated Conference. Members 88. Bishop M'Ken- 
dree presented a written Episcopal Address, the first presented to the 
Qeneral Conference." 

** 1816. Seventh General Conference. — Held in Baltimore, May 1-24. 
Members 108. Bev. Messrs. Black and Bennett were presented as fraternal 
delegates from British Conference. ' Course of studj ' for ministers provided 
for. Number of Conferences increased to 11, and Bishops authorized to 
organise another. Monthly Methodist Magazine. Katio of Annual Con- 
ference representation changed from *Jive * to * seven,* " 

'• 1820. Eighth General Conference, — Held at Baltimore, May 1-27. 
Members 89. John Emory appointed delegate to British Conference. 
Missionary Society, previously organised in New York city, was 
approved." 

" 1824. Ninth General Conference. — Held at Baltimore, May 1-29. 
Members 126. . . . Rev. Eichard Eeece and John Hannah delegates 
from England." 

** 1828. Tenth General Conference. — Held at Pittsburgh, May 1-24. 
Members 176. Connection with the Canada Conference substantially 
dissolved." 

" 1832. Eleventh General Conference. — Held at Philadelphia, May 1- 
28. Members 200. . . . Publication of Western Christian Advocate 
authorised." 

" 1835. Twelfth General Conference. — Held at Cincinnati, May 1-27. 
Members 158. . . . Separate Bible Society dissolved, and a reso- 
lution of co-operation with American Bible Society adopted. Liberia 
Conference organized. A * resident corresponding secretaryship * esta- 
blished. . . . Authority given to Annual Conferences to locate ministers 
for unacceptabilitT/,'* 

** 1840. Thirteenth General Conference. — Held at Baltimore, May 1 
—June 3. Members 142. Bev. Bobert Newton fraternal representative 
from British Conference. . . . Bishop Hedding requested to attend the 
Canada Wesleyan Conference. The Sunday-School Union reorganised.** 

** 1844. Fourteenth General Conference. — Held at New York, May 1 to 
June 10. Members 192. * Plan of Separation * with the South adopted.** 

" 1848. Fifteenth General Conference. — Held at Pittsburgh, May 1 to 
June 1. Members 151. Dr. Dixon present as fraternal delegate from. 
England. ' Plan of Separation * declared null and void.'* 

t2 
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" 1852. Sixteenth General Conference. — Held at Boston, May 1— June 
1. Members, 179. . . National Magazine and Corresponding Secretary- 
Bhip of Tract Society established ; Abel Stevens elected Editor and 
Secretary. The publication of a German Commentary authorized." 

" 1856. Seventeenth General Conference. — Held in Indianapolis, 
May 1. Members, 217. The establishment of a Theological Institution 
at Evanston, 111., authorized. The election of Missionary Bishop autho- 
rized, and subsequently Bishop Burns, of Liberia, was ordained the Jint 
colored Bishop in the M. E. Church.'* 

** 1860. Eighteenth General Conference. — Held in Buffalo, May 1— 
June 4. Members, 222. Chapter on Slavery altered so as to declare 
very strongly against it. A resolution was adopted favouring lay dele- 
gation whenever a majority of preachers and members desired it. The 
subsequent vote in the Conferences and among the laity was against the 
measure." 

" 1864. Nineteenth General Conference. — Held in Philadelphia, May 
1 — 27. Members, 216. . . The limit of the pastoral term was changed 
from two to three years. A place for the organization of the Board 
of Church Extension, with its central office in Philadelphia, was adopted. 
Provision was made for holding Centenary services in 1866. The or- 
ganization of Annual Conferences in the South was authorized. A 
patriotic address to the President of the United States in support of the 
Union was adopted and forwarded to him by a special committee. In his 
responsive address President Lincoln said : — 

** Nobly sustained as the Grovernment has been by all the Churches, I 
would utter nothing which might in the least appear invidious against 
any ; yet, without this, it may fairly be said that the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, not less devoted than the rest, is by its numbers the most im- 
portant of all. It is no fault in others that the Methodist Episcopal 
Church sends more soldiers into the field, more nurses into the hospitals, 
and more prayers to heaven than any other. God bless the Methodist 
Churches I God bless all the Churches I Blessed be God who, in this 
our great trial, giveth us the Churches ! ** 

We pause to sound a note of grateful joy that all this harvest of good 
had sprung from the seed sown by an immigrant Local Preacher, and he 
an offshoot of Irish Methodism. Ireland has poured out a flood of her 
Popish population into the United States. Her Methodists have gone 
thither by hundreds, and her Papists by thousands and tens of thousands. 
But 'Hhe little one has become a thousand, and the small one a strong 
nation," which the flood of Popery has neither swept away nor enfeebled. 
There is antagonism between the two, but the ** arm of flesh " will never 
prevail against " the spirit of life in Christ Jesus " which animates re- 
generated souls. As certainly as Freedom conquered Serfdom, will 
Divine Grace conquer " the man of sin, the son of perdition," not only in 
the United States^ but everywhere. 
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" 1868. Twentieth General Conference. — Held in Chicago, May 1— - 
June 2. Members, 243. . . A resolation reaffirming a willingness to 
admit lay delegation when the Ghnrch should approve it was adopted. 
A plan for submitting the question to the Churches and the Annual 
Conferences seyerally was also adopted. A commission was appointed, 
with authority to purchase or erect a new Publishing and Mission building 
in New York." 

" 1872. Twenty-first General Conference. — Held in Brooklyn, May 1 
— June 4. Members, 421. {A foot-note says << 292 ministers and 129 
laymen,*^) The Churches and Conferences haying approved of lay dele- 
gation in the General Conference, lay delegates were admitted. Im- 
portant changes were authorized in the constitutions of various benevolent 
societies, so as to secure the election of the Boards of Managers by the 
General Conference. Incipient action was taken towards fraternal rela- 
tions with the Methodist Episcopal Church South. • • Besidences for 
the several Bishops were designated." 

"1876. Twenty-second General Conference, — Held in Baltimore, May 1 
— 31. Members, 855 (222 ministers and IZ^ laymen). Fraternal messages 
were received from the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, and a 
Joint Committee on Fraternity with that Church was provided for and 
snhsequently appointed. A committee was appointed to prepare a new 
Hymnal for the Church. . . Incipient provision was made favoring the 
holding of an Ecumenical Conference." 

Thus ends the chronology of the now widely-extended and numerous 
Church of the Episcopal Methodists. Its growth and power are the 
result of God's blessing on its itinerant and connexional constitution. 
Let us not take more than rightful credit to our own order of Christian 
labourers. If there had been none but Local Preachers to carry on the 
work, there would not have been a twentieth part of the enterprise that 
has been, nor a twentieth part — ^perhaps not a hundredth part — of the 
fruit. The combination of a local with an itinerant ministry has been 
eminently adapted to the exigencies of a new country, with its ever- 
swelling tide of immigrants, its rapidly increasing population, and the 
constant extension of occupied and cultivated territory. In old countries 
like our own, Methodism can make little headway without an itinerant 
and an auxiliary-local ministry in harmonious co-operation ; much less in 
a vastly-extended new country, such as the United States of America* 
The apostolic system is its model, in some respects at least; for the 
Apostles and very gifted preachers itinerated, and when they had gathered 
churches, ** they ordained elders in every city " to take the oversight of 
the Churches to which they severally belonged, some of the Elders being 
additionally gifted to "labour in the word and doctrine." These were 
the local preachers of that period, and the others the itinerants. 

There are now, according to the Tear Book, ten Bishops of the 
*^ Methodist Episcopal Church," all of whom but one bear the style of 
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D.D., and fiye of them an additional LL.D. The Chnrch pahlishes a 
Qaarterly Review, and '* Ladies* Repository," now changed to National 
Magazine ; and there are in different parts of the Union no fewer than 
nine newspapers, hearing each the name of Christian Advocate^ prefixed 
by the name of the particular quarter of the land which it represents; 
and forty-eight other papers. The literature, as shown by statistics, is 
enormous, which is the more remarkable considering the high price 
charged for books of all kinds. The institutions and committees are 
numerous. We cannot pause over them. 

Under the heading, ^ National Local Preachers' Association,*' we read: 

" This Association was organised in 1858. Its twenty-second annual 
meeting was held in Troy, N.Y., Oct. 18 to 21. Key. D. H. Wheeler, 
D.D., President; Rev. W. H. Kincald, Secretary; Rev. D. T. Mac- 
farlan, Assistant Secretary; Hon. 0. C. Leigh, Corresponding Secre- 
tary; Rev. B. Schofield, jun.. Treasurer. 

'* Hon. and Rev. Samuel Brady, of Baltimore, presided at the organi- 
zation in New York City, and Rev. Thomas Tasker, sen., of Philadelphia, 
was the first regular President of the Association, which was held in 
Baltimore, 1859. The present Secretary has held the position twenty- 
one years, and since its organization.*' 

To prevent misconception, we may state that in America the Local 
Preachers in common with the itinerants bear the style of Rev. We may 
add that in the statistics of the body given in the Tear Booh, the Local 
Preachers are not classed as laymen. And why should they be in 
England ? They are not laymen in the proper sense of the word, being 
Ministers of Christ as truly as if the Church found them a maintenance. 
The fact that they work gratuitously is no degradation. The same habit 
was the Apostle Paul's boast and glory, when and where he was able to 
maintain it. And he certainly did so at Ephesus and in Achaia, and 
more or less in other countries. 

As with ourselves, so with the Americans, *< all Itinerant Ministers in 
the Methodist Episcopal Church, except those received from other re- 
ligious and Evangelical Churches, have been received from the Local 
Preachers' ranks." And every year a large number pass from the local 
to the itinerant field, and a considerable number retire from the laborioofl 
itinerancy to the more manageable local work. 

The number of Methodist Local Preachers in the United States is 
given at the bottom of page 59 of the Tear Book, as 25,498. '^ The 
total number of Methodist preachers in the United States in 1879 (no^ 
including other countries) was 48,526." The number of lay members 
was 8,487,100. 

A Course of Study is prescribed for Local Preachers, which, if rigidly 
enforced, ought to make them " able ministe rs of the New Testament.'* 
Our own brethren must be hard students as well as harder workers, to be 
upon a par with their American kinsmen. 
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The holding of a General Conference, commenced in the forbidding 
month of Noyember, was afterwards removed from that month, through 
the prevalence of sickness, to the cheerful month of May, and fixed 
to May Day. The term of its continuance at first did not exceed a 
fortnight, but gradually extended to three weeks, four weeks, and occa- 
sionally to five weeks. The number attending began, probably, with a 
few. Afterwards it increased to 120, 129, 176, 200, 217, 222, and 243, 
but with considerable fluctuation in different years. Then came Lay 
Delegation, when 421 attended, including 129 laymen. 

It is gratifying to find our [American brethren among the foremost to 
repudiate slavery and bear testimony against that vile institution : and 
it is yet more gratifying to see how patriotic and loyal they were 
when the grand conflict came between slavery and rebellion on the one 
side, and national unity and purity on the other. They had then become 
a power in the land, and they allied themselves with Order, Liberty, 
Justice and Religion. May they go on prosperously, and still do 
valiantly ! 



SEPARATION FROM THE WORLD, THE DUTY AND 
PRIVILEGE OF A CHRISTIAN. 

BY GEORGE SIMS. 

£t the world, we mean the human race in respect to its spiritual and 
moral state, its principles, fashions, and ways ; we mean the world as it is 
now corrupted through original depravity, its habits, maxims, and 
practices ; the world, which is expressly said in Scripture to be lying 
" in wickedness," and the love of which is inconsistent with the love of 
ftod, and '♦the friendship " of which is " enmity with God." 

By Christians f we mean all who are nominally and professedly members 
of Christ's body, and partakers of the covenant ; all who profess to be 
Christians. Now, we ask what their name imports? It imports that 
they are in the world, but not of the world. They belong not to the 
'^orld, but to Christ. They are His people, citizens of the heavenly 
Jerusalem. They are professedly the subjects of that spiritual kingdom 
which Christ ias established in the world, and who are themselves par- 
takers of "righteousness, peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost;" a kingdom 
which bestows on its subjects in this life privileges of the most exalted 
™d, and secures to them an everlasting inheritance. Such are required 
^7 the religion they profess, and the Bible which they take as the rule 
hoth of their faith and their practice, to turn their backs upon the world, 
*nd comply with the inspired injunction, " Come out, and be separate." 
There must be a renouncing of the sinful fashions and practices, the 
pomps and vanities of this wicked world. If we would be true disciples 
of Christ, we must take His yoke, learn of Him, and submit to His laws* 
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One part of the salvation of the Gospel is that it <' delivers ns from this 
present evil world." It gives ns the victory over it. And yet how 
many there are among the professed followers of Christ, who are not only 
living in the world, bat to the world ; who are either wholly immersed in 
its business, or engrossed by its pleasures] who, under the garb of a 
Christian profession, retain a worldly spirit, and by their conformity to 
the fashions and follies of the world, betray its inflaence over their hearts. 
Without laying down a theory of our own, we ask. What say the Scrip- 
tures ? 

We turn first to 2 Corinthians vi. 14-18, '< Be ye not unequally yoked 
together with unbelievers.*' This is usually understood to refer to mar- 
riage. It undoubtedly includes that; but it also refers to any other 
intimate connection or friendship, or to participation in amusementa 
and employments. There are many things in which professing CbristiaDg 
would be ashamed to unite, and in reference to which they are in no 
danger, such as idolatry, open sin, licentiousness, &c. They would not 
in this sense be partakers of other men's sins. So also as regards acts of 
dishonesty, deception, and fraud in trade. The Christian is not to have, 
and he will not have, *' fellowship with " such unfruitful '' works of dark- 
ness, but rather reprove them." But we refer especially to the amuse- 
ments and pleasures that are entirely worldly, and consequently sinful in 
their tendency ; such, especially, as are wholly under worldly influence, 
and which cannot be brought under the influence of Christian principles. 

The true principle seems to be, that if a Christian in such circam- 
stances is expected to lay aside his Christian principles, and if it would be 
thought indecorous and improper for him to introduce the subject of 
religion, or if religion would be regarded as inconsistent with the nature 
of the amusement, then he ought not to be present, and it is not the 
place for him. This applies to the theatre, the racecourse, the circus, the 
ballroom, and to large and splendid parties of pleasure. '* What fellow- 
ship," the apostle asks, <^ bath righteousness with unrighteousness?'' 
The latter is entirely opposed to Christian law. It cannot be reconciled 
with Christian principle ; but its tendency is to overturn and destroy the 
kingdom of Christ. <^ What communion hath light with darkness ? And 
what concord hath Christ with Beliel? or what part hath he that 
believeth with an infidel ? And what agreement hath the temple of Gk)d 
with idols ? for ye are the temple of the living God ; as God hath saidf 
I will dwell in them, and walk in them, and I will be their God, andthej 
shall be My people. Wherefore," it is added, for these reasons, or be- 
cause there is no agreement between these things and true religion, 
*^ come out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and 
touch not the unclean^ (thing) ; and I will receive you, and will be a 
Father unto you, and ye shall be my sons and daughters, saith the Lord 
Almighty," Here is no cojmpr^^ise, no admitting of the teaching of 
those people who, professing the religion of the Saviour in the present 
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^7, say that we need something beyond what religion affords to complete 
onr happiness. 

We say, then, that true religion cannot exist without this separation ; 
jind such persons as are not willing to give up the pleasures and vanities 
of the world, and find their pleasares and enjoyments among the people 
of God, afford no evidence that they are Christians at all. 

Again, James says, chap. iv. 4, " Know ye not that the friendship of 
the world is enmity with God ? whosoever therefore will be a friend of 
the world, is the enemy of God«" Surely the friendship of the world is to 
he understood as the love of the world ; of the maxims which govern it, 
the principles which reign in it, the ends that are sought by it, the 
amusements and gratifications which are its characteristics, and which 
distinguish it from the Church of God. To love the world, therefore, isy 
to be arrayed against God ; aud whatever would lead us to this is, in fact 
hostility to God, and springs from direct enmity to Him. '< Whosoever 
therefore will be a friend of the world is the enemy of God." Do we no* 
4Bee, even among professing Christians, often a strong desire to secure the 
friendship of the world, to copy its fashions and vanities, to enjoy its 
pleasures, and to share in its pastimes and its friendships ? The state- 
ment in the above Scripture is one of the most fearful import for many 
professors of religion. The Great Searcher of hearts cannot be deceived ; 
and the great day will declare whether we are the friends of the world or 
the friends of God. 

Did the Saviour mean nothing when He said, <* I pray not that Thou 
shouldest take them (the disciples) out of the world, but that Thou 
4shouldest keep them from the evil ?" (John xvii. 15.) In 1 John ii. I69 
we are told in what the world consists. '^ For all that is in the world, 
the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not 
of the Father, but is of the world." It is not of the nature of true reli- 
^on to seek or love these things, nor can their pursuit be reconciled with 
the existence of real piety in the heart. The sincere Christian has nobler 
objects in view ; and those who have not any higher ends, and whose 
•conduct can all be accounted for by a desire for the pleasures and amuse- 
ments of the present world, cannot, if the Scriptures to which we have 
referred, and many others, be true, be a real Christian. We write thus 
strongly because there is an attempt on the part of some who are masters 
in Israel, and whose business it is to instruct men in the way of God more 
perfectly, to confound or unite the world and its amusements with the 
Church of the living God. 

We close our present paper by asking if there is not great inconsistem^ 
in an attempt to reconcile worldliness and religion ? As Christians, we 
are the servants and soldiers of Jesus Christ; and as such we have 
solemnly promised to renofance the world, with its pomps and vanities, 
and manfully to fight against sin, the world, and the devil. Now, have 
these words any meaning, or are they to be understood in a sense directly 
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contrary to what they do mean? The apostle says, '^ His serrants ye are, 
to whom ye obey." We ask then, if renouncing the world means lom^ 
ftnd following it ? Does fighting against it mean consenting and conform" 
ing to it ? As we have already seen, the Saviour prayed that His people 
might be ** kept from the evil that is in the world." Are we to nnder- 
stand by this that we are to be wholly immersed in its cares, to be deyoted 
to its pleasures, to live in its spirit, and to walk according to its course? 
'' How forcible are right words." Can we honestly say that such a state 
of heart and life is consistent with our profession of religion ? Christians 
are represented as being a ** peculiar people,*^ And among other parts of 
their peculiarity, they are described as being " not conformed to this 
world ; " as " redeemed from their vain conrersation ; " as " being crucified 
to the world ; " as " having overcome the world ; " as being " dead to the 
world ; " as having their treasure, their heart, their affections, their con- 
yersation in Heaven. We ask again, have these expressions any meaning 7 
Or do they mean that professing Christians are to be as fond of worldly 
pleasures and follies and as deeply engaged in worldly pursuits and 
amusements as others are? If so, in what respects do Christians differ 
from such as are emphatically called in Scripture, the men of this world? 
If this be so, in what distinctions does their peculiarity consist ? We have 
seen that there can be no communion "between light and darkness;'^ 
**no concord between Christ and Belial." What agreement then can 
there be between Christians and the world — ^that world which lieth in 
wickedness, and which really hates both Christ and His people ? These, 
'' as lively stones are built up a spiritual house, an holy priesthood, to 
offer up spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God by Jesus Christ." 



MEMOIR OF JOSEPH NAYLOR. 

Joseph Naylor was bom at CuUingworth, in the Bingley Circuit, in May 
1818, of poor but pious parents, who tried to bring up their children in 
the nurture and admonition of the Lord. Hard work was his lot from 
his boyhood ; educational advantages were scarce in those days for the 
poor, and all his schooling was at the Wesleyan Sabbath school. Little 
is known of his youth till 1842, when he lost both his parents by death. 
He was then left at tweuty-four with the responsibilities and cares of 
bringing up seven younger brothers and sisters. His friends advised mm 
to take them to the workhouse, but he resolved manfully to work for 
them till they could do for themselves. The family altar was broken 
down by the death of his parents, which caused him to think seriouslyi 
and ultimately led to his conversion. His first act after his conversion 
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was to gather his brothers and sisters together and repair the altar which 
death had broken down. He also joined the Church of his father, and 
his energies soon found exercise in teaching in the Sabbath-school and 
tract distributing in 1849. 

He began calling sinners to repentance ; he was '' timorous, diffident^ 
and slow " when he began, but God owned his labours and gave him 
many encouraging tokens of His presence. He entered heartily inta 
preaching work, trayelliug fifteen or twenty miles, and preaching twice,^ 
and home again ; he was eminently owned of God in his work, and hun-t 
dreds were awakened under his ministry. In October, 1873, Brother 
Nay lor accepted a pressing offer of a situation as a town missionary, in 
oonnection with Heber Street Wesleyan Chapel, Keighley, a work for 
which he was eminently qualified. One Brother, a member of his com- 
mittee, to whom I am indebted for the facts connected with his mission-^ 
work, says, ** I thank Qod that I was brought into close intimacy with such 
a noble follower of the Lord Jesus ; his burning zeal for God, and his 
yearning loye for the perishing souls of men was manifest at the very onset 
of his labours. He began a system of house-to-house visitation , till his own 
district was thoroughly looked after. The drunkard was induced to 
become sober, the Sabbath-breaker to attend the house of God, and to the 
fatherless and widows in their affliction he was as an angel of Mercy> 
cheering and comforting all by his genuine unaffected piety, and bringing 
down upon hundreds of families the Divine blessing by his fervent 
effectual prayer." 

As long as health permitted, and even after it broke down, he was 
always ready for every good word and work ; at any hour of the day or 
night he cheerfully responded to the call of sorrow or distress ; no alarm 
of death, no infectious disease, ever deterred him from his work of faith 
and labour of love, but, like his blessed Lprd, he was continually going 
about doing good. 

A few facts from his " Diary " will show that he was not weary in well- 
doing. Taking 1876 as an average year, we find that he made d:,27& 
visits, 1,580 of which were cases of severe affliction. In the same year 
he preached upwards of a hundred sermons, and whether in his own or 
neighbouring circuits <*the common people heard him gladly.*' This was 
proved by the fact that, for upwards of twenty years, he was in earnest 
requisition for Sabbath-school sermons and special revival services. The 
gracious results of his work were soon visible in the quickening of the 
Church, the increasing attendance at the Sabbath -schools, the steadily 
improving congregations. The members in Society rose from 84 to 145, 
during his six years' mission. His own class starting with two, numbered 
thirty, gathered out of the highways and hedges by his self-denying toil. 

Whether in the pulpit, the platform, the class-room, or by the bedside of 
the dying, he proved himself a man of God. As a noble example of Chris- 
tian self-sacrifice, during two or three years of severe comm ercial depression. 
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Bat why, it may be asked, did not 
the Saviour warn His disciples 
against excess f Why did He not 
repeatedly draw their attention to 
its fearful horrors ? The preceding 
remarks afford a sufficient reply. In 
those times the temptation was 
trifling, and the horrors of intem- 
perance, as seen in this country, 
were almost unknown. Attacks on 
wine would have been wide of the 
mark. There were other evils which 
then especially demanded redress, 
and the Saviour, in His supreme 
wisdom, confined His remarks and 
warnings to these. 

It is scarcely necessary to draw 
attention to the fact that some vices 
are always prevalent, and invariably 
deadly, and, therefore, must ever be 
denounced: it is so with falsehood, 
violence, theft, and hatred ; and so, in 
His teachings and exhortations, 
Christ never spared these vices ; in 
the smallest degree they were sinful, 
and no toleration could ever be ex- 
tended to them. But it was not so 
with strict moderation; for though 
excess was wrong, and though the 
boundary line separating moderation 
from intemperance may never have 
been easy to define, still moderation 
was not, and is not, in itself sinful. 

It ia not requisite to show that the 
Saviour was in favour of total absti- 
nence in His day; it is enough to 
know from His teachings that had He 
been living under circumstances 
similar to those which obtain in 
England, He would not only have 
spoken plainly against intemperance, 
but also against the steps which lead 
to it. The Lord Jesus Christ spe- 
cially showed His Divine character 
by laying down broad principles, 
which were to afford guidance as to 
the motives and conduct of the 
Christian in his daily life. These 
broad rules meet every difficulty, and 
are far more useful than a hundred 
times as many instances of their ap- 
plication. A remarkable illustration 
of His consummate wisdom is afforded 
in the case of slavery. The New 
Testament does not refer to this 
dreadful institution, and certainly 
does not expressly condemn it ; but 
yet it is absolately certain that a 
hundred pages of invective would 



have done less good in destroying it 
than was achieved by the broad and 
lofty application of the spirit of 
Christianity, which has convinced the 
world that slavery from henceforth 
could not flourish in a country where 
the words of Christ were loved. It 
was the tender compassion of the 
Saviour, His love for man, and His 
Divine sympathy for the human race, 
which eventually destroyed slavery. 
It was His beautiful life and touching 
death which have in this age raised 
up millions to fight against oppression 
and vice ; and, but for His words— 
but for what He taught — total absti- 
nence would still be a thing nn- 
known. 

Christ showed men how truly to 
love one another. He taught them 
to shun temptation and to remove 
stumbling-blocks from the path of 
their weaker brethren. He showed 
men how to live, and Himself deigned 
to teach them how to die. Bat for a 
man to-day to oppose slavery and war 
because the spirit rather than the 
positive precepts of the New Testa- 
ment condemn them, and to object to 
total abstinence because tliere is no 
direct command in the sacred Book 
for it, is grossly inconsistent. 

It may be a sacrifice to forego the 
long-abandoned glass of wine, bat 
Christ never flinched from sacrifice, 
and EUs followers dare not spare 
themselves. If a man is absolately 
certain that he is strictly abstemioos, 
and that his resolution can never be 
shaken, and that no temptation can 
drive him to excess ; still, for the sake 
of example, he ought to deny himself, 
and raise his voice in solemn protest 
against the intemperate liabits of his 
countrymen. There will be greater 
joy in life, greater peace on the bed of 
death, if in this matter, as in others, 
the Christian has striven to do his 
duty ; and he cannot mistake the 
path he ought to tread, when on every 
side and from every household there 
rises to heaven a cry of anguish from 
millions of lost men, women, and 
children who have striven to be 
moderate, but have been led astray 
by fierce temptation and deadly wines, 
and have sunk, step by step, until at 
last they have bitterly to lament that 
they, in their desire for self-indol- 
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^ence, neglected to take np their 
cross and to follow Him who, from 
the cradle of Bethlehem to the mo- 
ment of His last agony on the Mount 
of Calvary, did His Father's will in 
all things. — Methodist Temperance 
Magazine. 
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SiB Hercules Robinson, Governor 
of New Zealand, has been appointed 
to succeed Sir Bartle Frere as Go- 
vernor of Gape Colony, and Sir 
Arthur Gordon, whose speech at the 
Missionary Meeting in Exeter Hall, 
in 1879, on the work in the Fijian 
Islands was so impressive and cheer- 
ing, will succeed Sir Hercules Robin- 
son. 

Death is always doing his work, 
and we are all only waiting. There 
died on August 14th, at the very ad- 
vanced age of 92 years, Viscount 
Stratford de Redcliffe, the celebrated 
diplomatist, who was for so many 
years British Ambassador at Con- 
stantinople, where he rendered such 
valuable service during the Russian 
War. 

On August 23rd there passed away 
Mr. William Thompson, well known 
a few years ago as *'Bendigo," a 
celebrated prize-fighter. In later life 
Bendigo became truly converted, and 
changing his mode of strife and wea- 
pons of warfare, he put on Christ, 
and became extensively known as a 
Revivalist. He was a remarkable 
instance of one deeply stained being 
*' washed in the blood of the Lamb." 

Captain Carter and Mr. Caden- 
head have fallen victims in Central 
Africa. These explorers belonged to 
one of the expeditions sent out by 
Belgium. They are reported as 
having been killed at Mpimbwe, by 
Mirabo. Besides several Belgian ex- 
peditions, there are at present in 
Central Africa expeditions from the 
Church of England, the London and 
the Baptist Missionary Societies, 
more than one French and German 
expedition, the English expedition 
under Mr. Thompson, besides a host 
of smaller expeditions and missions. 
The purpose is indeed great, and 



will ultimately repay the cost and 
sacrifice of life, but the prosecution 
of these explorations requires the ut- 
most caution. 

At Cologne the completion of the 
Cathedral has just been celebrated. 
This magnificent edifice has been 632 
years in building. 

During the last ten years the popu- 
lation of our country has increased 
11 per cent., and the assessment for 
income tax is ^136,000,000 higher 
than in 1869. The accumulation of 
wealth among the working classes, as 
represented by deposits in Savings' 
Banks, has risen from 51 millions to 
76 millions sterling. 

The British Association for the 
Advancement of Science has this year 
been holding its meeting at Swansea. 
The inaugural address of the Presi- 
dent, Professor Ramsay, was of a 
geological character, and in conclu- 
sion Professor Ramsay said : " If the 
nebular hypothesis of astronomers be 
true (and I know of no reason why it 
should be doubted) the earth was at 
one time in a purely gaseous state, 
and afterwards in a fluid condition, 
attended by intense heat. By-and-by, 
consolidation, due to partial cooling, 
occurred on the surface, and as radia- 
tion of heat went on, the outer shell 
thickened. Radiation still going on, 
the interior fluid matter decreased in 
bulk, and by force of gravitation, the 
outer shell being drawn towards the 
interior, gave way, and, in parts, got 
crinkled up, and this, according to 
cosmogomists, was the origin of the 
earliest mountain chains. I make no 
objection to the hypothesis, which, 
to say the least, seems to be the best 
that can be off^ered, and looks highly 
probable. But assuming that it is 
true, these hypothetical events oc- 
curred long before authentic geological 
history be^an, as written in the rocks. 
From the Laurentian epoch down to 
the present day all the physical events 
in the history of the earth have varied 
neither in kind nor in intensity from 
those of which we now have expe- 
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It is hardly possible for Mr. Glad- 
stone to be quiet. In his voyage 
round Great Britain in the OrantuUy 
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Ceutle several calls were made. At 
Greenock the Premier replied to an 
address, and concluded by saying, 
" In my endeavours to render service 
to the country, I am surrounded by 
colleagues whom you all know to be 
more than worthy for me to preside 
over, and who are thoroughly worthy 
of the task to which they address 
themselves. In this first session of 
our new Parliament, I may say that 
we have not been unmindful of or un- 
faithful to Uie declarations which we 
put before the country at the general 
election. As we have begun, so 
shall we continue, and so shall we 
end, whether tiie end of our career be 
early or not.'* Mr. Gladstone landed 
at Gravesend in time to read a dis- 
cussion in the House of Commons on 
Eastern Aifairs, and spoke in unmis- 
takeable terms on matters relating to 
Turkey. The Premier charged Tur- 
key with misspending £200,000,000 
pot into her hands for the purpose of 
making improvements — ^not "the 
slightest progress had been made in 
any portion of her empire. Unless 
Turkey is prepared to discharge her 
duties in a tolerable manner the in- 
tegrity and independence of the Tur- 
kish Empire must learn to shift for 
themselves." 

With Parliament prorogued, the 
friends of the Government may well 
be satisfied with the efforts which 
have been made to pass useful mea- 
sures. Notwithstanding varied and 
determined obstruction, the strong 
Government has been able after all 
to report fair progress. Sir William 
Harcourt, the Home Secretary, held 
most perseveringly to the main points 
of his Ground Game Bill, which is so 
calculated to confer an untold benefit 
in the game districts of the country. 
We have conversed with very many 
tenant farmers upon the subject of 
game, and the universal testimony of 
both large and small occupiers is that 
the game is their grievance. Only 
the other day in a dispute between 
landlady and tenant at the Mundford 
Petty Sessions, the solicitor for the 
prosecution stated that the land con- 
cerned was worth fifty shillings an 
acre, whereas it was only let for 
6s. lOJd. The occupier gave evi- 
dence on oath that on one evening in 



the month of May " he had on 9& 
acres of barley counted as many as 
287 hares." It was time that some- 
thing should have been done. 

Death from snake-bite is still a 
common occurrence in India. Mr. 
H. Dennys, a district superintendeot 
of police, had captured a cobra ; and 
being very fond of natural history, 
held it in his right hand while he 
pointed out to some friends the situa- 
tion of the poison fangs ; by a sadden 
effort the reptile struck its head for- 
wards just far enough to touch the end 
of Mr. Dennys* pointed fi^nger. De- 
spite of every effort made to save his 
life, Mr. Dennys succumbed to the 
effect of the poison within about three 
hours. 

The march of General Roberts 
from Cabul to Gandahar must be 
looked upon with universal admira- 
tion. At noon on the 7th of August 
his army of eight or ten thousand 
men was encamped at Cabul, 3!2(^ 
miles from Gandahar. On the 31st of 
August he arrived before that city, 
and early next day gave battle to the 
army of Ayoub Khan, completely 
dispersing it, and seizing upon his 
camp, took possession of twenty-seven 
guns. Such prompt action and so 
complete an overthrow of Ayonb 
Khan's forces must produce a pro- 
found impression on the Afghan mind 
throughout that country. 

At a meeting in connection with 
the celebration of the Sunday-school 
centenary at Derby, Sir Wm. Har- 
court, the Home Secretary, spoke thus 
of Sunday-schools : '* The growth of 
this system has been like the grain of 
mustard seed, which began from a 
small beginning, but which has over- 
shadowed the earth. A hundred 
years ago its birth took place during 
the period of that remarkable revival 
of religious feeling in this country 
which to a great extent has regene- 
rated modern society. It belonged to 
the time of Wesley, Doddridge, Wil- 
berforce ; men who in their day ren- 
dered services which England does 
not and never will forget. The Non- 
conformists certainly led the way in 
this glorious path, and I am qnite 
sure they will not deny that the 
Church has endeavoured to followtheir 
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example. The system carries onl: 
tlie teaching of the Gospel in its hest 
form when it says, * Suflfer the little 
children to come anto Me/ and it 
points them to that guide of whom it 
is said, ' Her ways are ways of plea- 
santness, and all her paths are peace.' 
It is the highest interest of all, and it 
dispels that which, to my mind, is one 
of the most mischievous things which 
have ever injured the social and 
political system of the world, that of 
making men believe that the teaching 
of religion should be the monopoly of 
a caste or class — that it should be 
confined exclusively to a consecrated 
priesthood." 

In the correspondence of the Metho- 
dist Reoorder, and also in the leading 
articles of that journal, the late de- 
creases in the Methodist societies are 
not forgotten. So far as the conver- 
sation in the late Conference is con- 
cerned, nothing new appears to have 
been suggested. The accessions to 
the society were fairly large ; indeed, 
they exceeded the immense increase 
of the average of the last four years 
in America. The misfortune is that 
English Methodism /(ZtZj to hold after 
having secured. There must be some 
reason or reasons — perhaps several 
reasons combined. It is qnite a mis- 
take to confine the lost members to 
the new converts ; many of those who 
leave the society do so after having 
been members for several years. The 
generally loose mode of reception 
into the societies is no doubt defec- 
tive, and the general oversight is too 
often neglected. One thing needed 
throughout is labour for souls — not 
only to win them, but to hold and 
retain them. Let all concerned say, 
and let us really feel what we say, 
"We watch for souls as they that 
must give an account.'* 

The Local Preachers' Association 
has begun the year well. Since the 
last audit of accounts the income has 
exceeded the expenditure by nearly 
£300. This is in great part owing to 
a legacy of the late Miss Waterhouse, 
of Keighley, which, less duty, amounted 
to jei79 16s. These remembrances of 
friends departed are from time to time 
great helps to the Association. 



Young^s Analytical Ooncor dance. 
Edinburgh : George Adam Young 
and Company. Demy 4to. sewed. 
Price 10s. 6d. 

I. Appendices. — For Sabbath School 

Teachers, &c. 

(1.) Analytical Survey of all the 
Books of the Bible. 

(2.) Analytical Survey of all the 
Facts of the Bible. 

(3.) Analytical Survey of all the 
Idioms of the Bible. 

(4.) Bible Themes. Questions. 
Canonicity. Rationalism, &o. 

Together with Sixteen Coloured 
Maps and Plans of Bible Lands and 
Places. 

II. Appendices. — Fob Divinity Stu- 

dents, &c. 

(1.) Hebrew and English Lexicon 
to the Old Testament. 

(2.) Idiomatic use of the Hebrew 
and Greek Tenses. 

(3.) Greek and English Lexicon to 
the New Testament. 

Together with twenty-three Pic- 
torial Views of Scripture Scenery, 
and thirty-five fac-similes of Ancient 
Biblical MSS. 

To give anything like a summary of 
this valuable and learned work would 
be a very difficult task. The labour 
involved in its compilation must have 
been very great. Our readers may 
form some idea of it when we inform 
them of the amount of matter brought 
into one page. In the first division 
there are three ^columns on a page, 
each column contains 112 lines, each 
line may be estimated at ten words, 
and forty letters and figures. This 
will give for one page, three columns, 
containing 3,696 words, and 13,776 
letters and figures. The first division 
contains sixty-four pages. We will 
leave our young readers to calculate 
how many words and letters this 
division contains. 

The Second Division consists of 
sixty-four pages, arranged in four 
columns, and contains as much matter 
as the first. Besides, this division 
gives a Hebrew and English Lexicon 
to the Old Testament, and a Greek 
and English Lexicon to the New 

V 
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Testament. Of the Hebrew Lexi- 
eoD the writer says: '*N.B. — ^In 
thia work the Hebrew words are 

g'ven (1) in atrict alphabetical order, 
iTing (2) the several conjugations 
of the verbs noted, also (8) the moods, 
participles, tenses, &c. Each Hebrew 
word is numbered, and extends to 
6,257, and the English renderings are 
those of the Authorised Version." 

Of the Greek and English Lexicon 
the author says : " The Greek words 
are (1) so divided as to point out their 
component parts. The English ren- 
derings are those of the common ver- 
sion. Each Greek word is numbered, 
and extends to 5,100." 

Li addition to the Lexicons in this 
division, we have upwards of three 
pages on the idiomatic use of the 
Hebrew and Greek tenses. 

A more learned, *^nd useful work 
has never come into our hands : and 
while it may be of great use to the 
humble Sunday-school teacher, our 
Local Preachers who wish to excel 
in their great work should by all 
means get " Young^s Analytical Oon- 
eardance.** 

We must not overlook the pic- 
torial attractions, consisting of 23 
views of Scripture scenery, 35 fac- 
similes of ancient Biblical MSS., and 
16 beautifully coloured maps and 
plans of Bible lands and places. 

A Popular Oommentary on the New 
Testament, By D. D. Whedon, 
D.D., of the American Episcopal 
Church. Vol. V. Titus— Revela- 
tion. London : Hodder & Stough- 
ton. Price 5s. 

After waiting four years, this long- 
looked-for volume by Dr. Whedon 
has made its welcome appearance; 
and now the New Testament is com- 
plete in five portable volumes. Both 
the writer and the publishers have 
kept faith with the public. 

Whatever Mr. Spurgeon may say, 
it is one of the best Commentaries for 
its size in the English language. 
Every Local Preacher should buy it. 
He can take a volume in his pocket 
as he goes to his labour, and at his 
dinner hour may bring oat a sermon 
for his next appointment, which may 
veolaim an erring brother, *' and save 



a soul alive and hide a mnltitade of 
Bins. 

It will be well to hear what the 
worthy commentator has to say on 
this text (James v. 20). We quote his 
closing remarks. " Oar apostle in- 
cites us to the work of converting a 
siNNBB by the greatness and glory of 
the result itself. Not only a soul is 
saved from death, but a mass of 
SINS is forgiven, and no longer offends 
the eye of a holy God, or the hearts of 
holy men. Doubtless the blessed 
work performed in true faith has, 
also, its own exceeding great reward 
to the worker. But that reward is 
not the forgiveness of the converter's 
SINS, but consists in his own increased 
blessedness and his richer final glory. 
Truly he that winneth souls is wise ; 
wise for the saved soul, wise for the 
approbation of heaven and earth, wise 
for his own soul." (Page 137.) 

Li addition to the comments the 
volume contains several illustrative 
engravings, as views of Patmos, 
Smyrna, Laodicea, &c. 

The Preachers* Analyst for Septem- 
ber. Fourpenoe. London: Elliot 
Stock. 

It is of great advantage to master 
printers to have well-read and intel- 
ligent compositors. For if they make 
a blunder it may escape the reader 
and the editor. In this number, al- 
though we have not read every line, 
we noticed two great blunders. On 
page 103, second column, fourth line 
from the bottom, we have compare for 
compose. Moses was *' directed to 
compare a prophetic song.'* Again, 
on page 105, second column, 23rd 
line from top, we read, " The Bystem 
is alluded to in the Book of David." 
It should evidently have been Daniel 
for the writer goes on to say, " The 
prophet speaks of four empires divided 
into ten kingdoms." It is the more 
to be regretted as this article is from 
the pen of the editor. No doubt he 
wrote Daniel and not David. The 
printing on the whole is well done. 

Ambitious men who meet with dis- 
appointments, either become quite 
desperate, or sink into a state of iB- 
dolenoe or insensibilitj. 



POBTBT. 



807 



|fftteB. 



WAIT A LITTUBS LONGEB. 

Thebe's a good time coming, boys — 

A good time coming ! 
We may not live to see the day, 
Bnt earth shall glisten in the ray 

Of the good time coming. 
Oannon-l^dlB may aid the tmth, 

Bnt thought's a weapon stronger ; 
We'll win onr battle by its aid— 

Wait a little longer. 

There's a good time coming, boys — 

A good time coming 1 
The pen shall supersede the sword ; 
And right, not might, shall be the lord. 

In the good time coming. 
Worth, not birth, shall rule mankind. 

And be acknowledged stronger. 
The proper impulse has been given — 

Wait a little longer. 

There's a good time coming, boys — 

A good time coming 1 
War in aJl men's eyes shall be 
A monster of iniquity. 

In the good time coming. 
Nations shaJl not quarrel then. 

To prove which is the stronger ; 
Nor slaughter men for glory's sake— 

Wait a little longer. 

There's a good time coming, boys — 

A good time coming ! 
Hateful rivalries of creed 
Shall not make their martyrs bleed 

In the good time coming. 
Beligion shall be shorn of pride. 

And flourish all the stronger ; 
And Charity shall trim her lamp— 

Wait a little longer. 

There's a good time coming, boys — 

A good time coming I 
And a poor man's family 
Shall not be his misery,^ 

In the good time coming. 
Every chud shall be a help. 

To make his right arm stronger ; 
The happier he the more he has — 

Wait a little longer. 

There's a good time coming, boys — 

A good time coming I 
little children shall not toil 
Under or above the soil, 

Tti the good time coming. 
But shall play in healthful fields. 

Till limbs and mind grow stronger ; 
And every one shall read and write— 

Wait a little longer. 

There's a good time coming, boys — 

A good time coming ! 
The people shall be temperate. 
And shaH love instead of hate. 

In the good time coming. 
They shaU use, and not abuse. 

And make all virtue stronger ; 
The reformation has begun— r 

Wait a little lonaer. 



There's a good time coming, boys- 

A good time coming I 
Let us aid it all we can — 
Every woman, every man — 

The good time coming. 
Smallest helps, if rightly given. 

Make the impulse stronger ; 
'Twill be strong enough one day — 

Wait a little longer. 



TEACHING FBOM THE STABS. 

Stabs, that on your wondrous way 
Travel through the evening ekyt 

Is there nothing you can say 
To such a little child as I ? 

Tell me, for I long to know. 
Who has made you sparkle so ! 

Yes, methinks I hear you say, 
** Child of mortal race, attend : 

While we run our wondrous way. 
Listen ; we would be your Mend ; 

Teaching you that Name Divine, 
By whose mighty word we shine. 

Child, as truly as we roll 

Through the dark and distant sky. 
You have an immortal soul. 

Bom to live when we shall die. 
Suns and planets pass away : 

Spirits never can decay. 

When some thousand years at most. 
All their little time have spent. 

One by one our sparkling host 
ShaU forsake the firmament. 

We shall from our glory fall ; 
You must live beyond us all. 

Yes, and God, who made us all — 
God, who hung us in the sky. 

Stoops to watch an infant's soul 
With a condescending eye ; 

And esteems it dearer far. 
More in value than a star t 

Oh, then, while your breath is given, 
Let it rise in ferment prayer ; 

And beseech the God of heaven 
To receive your spirit there. 

Like a living star to blaze 
Ever to your Saviour's praise.' 



II 



ME. W. E. FOBSTEB, M.P., ON 
SECULAB AND BEUGIOUS 
EDUCATION. 
Tuesday, March 16th, the Bight 
Hon. W. E. Forster, M.P., laid the 
memorial stone of a new Sunday 
School attached to the Wesleyan 
Chapel, Tottenham. Previous to the 
ceremony, a number of friends partook 
of luncheon at the Lecture Hall, at 
which the Bev, B. Gregory, President 

y 
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of the Weslejan Conference, ooonpied 
the chair. After the luncheon, the 
company proceeded to the ground on 
which the school is heing erected, 
which was decorated with flags, and 
where a considerahle number of per- 
sons had assembled. The school of 
which Mr. Ddward Bell is the archi- 
tect, is to he arranged on the Phila- 
delphia]! system, and to accommodate 
five hundred children. The Rev. H. 
P. Hughes having offered prayer, and 
Mr. Ogilvie having addressed the 
assemblage on the importance of 
Sunday-school education, the cere- 
mony of laying the stone was per- 
formed in the usual manner; after 
which Mr. Forster said : — •' It is a very 
pleasant task you have given me to- 
day. This building is for a good 
purpose, the training of boys and 
girls in the best of all knowledge — 
how to do right, and how not to do 
wrong. I honestly say I am not a 
fit person for this task. I think it 
should have been performed by one 
of your own body, who had really 
worked hard himself in Sunday-school 
teaching. But I suppose you have 
asked me for two reasons. One being 
my connection with Tottenham, and 
the next because I have had some- 
thing to do with education. It is 
pleasant to me to remember my con- 
nection with Tottenham. I remember 
often coming up those fields, dressed 
in the strictest Quaker pattern, and 
the rude boys, not belonging to Tot- 
tenham, but from other neighbour- 
hoods, jeering at me. One of the 
first things that was taught to me 
was to respect persons of other re- 
ligious persuasions. The Quakers 
respect all religious bodies, and 
especially tlie Methodists. 

" Now, a word or two respecting 
education. I am very glad to have 
had something to do with the carry- 
ing of the Act of Parliament which 
Mr. Ogilvie said, among other ad- 
vantages, has made Sunday-school 
work less laborious. When I first 
began to be interested in education, 
a very large proportion of the working 
men who were able to read and write 
had attained that knowledge in Sun- 
day-schools. It surprises me now to 
think how they could have done it, 
but Buoh was the case. It must have 



been a difficult thing to teach a boy 
or girl to read and write in tlie Sun- 
day < school. Well, it was a blessing 
that they were taught ; but the result 
was, that instead of giving them 
religious knowledge, impressing on 
them the truths of the Bible, the 
teachers had to give up their time 
actually to teaching the alphabet. 
But now we have managed to make 
some progress in educational work, 
and in a short time there will be 
hardly a boy or a girl in this king- 
dom who will not be able to read and 
write. That is a great gain, but do 
not let us overrate its value. Educa- 
tion, mere secular education, makes 
men and women stronger, but it does 
not make them better. It gives them 
greater power over nature; it gives 
them more power to resist their fellow 
men if they wish to tyrannise over 
them, and it perhaps diminishes the 
probability of crime, because it 
teaches them how foolish crime is, 
from its immediate punishment in 
this world. But it does not neces- 
sarily make them less vicious, and it 
does not give them more power to 
govern themselves or to resist tempta- 
tions. Therefore I have always held 
that in connection with secular there 
ought to be religious education. 
There are differences of opinion on 
that point, and there are those who 
have a higher claim to speak on 
religious matters than I have, who 
take a different view from that which 
I do, and who wish to have the separa- 
tion between secular and religious 
education more completely defined. 
Well, those who agree with me, and 
those who differ from me, in this re- 
spect, agree in the immense advantage, 
and, in fact, the absolute necessity of 
Sunday-schools as the complement of 
secular day-schools. 

" I have been speaking of the ad- 
vantages of Sunday-schools to the 
scholars. One word as to the ad- 
vantage to the teachers. All praise 
is due to them for the sacrifice that 
they make ; but that sacrifice is its 
own reward. It teaches many & 
young man and many a young woman 
in their early youth to do something 
for their fellows, and to recognise 
that one of the greatest duties they 
have to perform is to help others in 
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the best way they can. At this mo- 
ment Englishmen are called upon to 
perform a great duty — to consider 
whom they will choose to represent 
and govern them. It is upon the 
sense of duty and the power which 
individual conscience has upon the 
electors that depends the good 
government of this country. I am 
not talking of Conservatives, or 
Liberals, or Badicals. I hope it 
depends upon them all ; but if Eng- 
land is to remain great and powerful, 
it will be by bringing up of her chil- 
dren in a right sense of duty ; and 
that depends very much how far the 
electors of England are able to take 
home to themselves the truths of that 
Hook which we all of us acknowledge 
is the Book in which the duty of man 
to his neighbour as well as to his God 
is best taught — the Bible. If I were 
asked to say what Sunday-schools 
had to do more than anything else, I 
should say it was to brin^ the Bible 
home to the scholars. I trust that 
this building will be completed ac- 
cording to the design of those en- 
gaged in it, and that it will be a 
blessing to the whole of the district." 
After a few words from Mr. Alderman 
M' Arthur, M.P., who expressed the 
great pleasure he had at being present, 
and said he had been connected with 
Sunday-schools for forty years, the 
proceedings terminated. 



A TOUCHING INCIDENT ; OR, PBAY 
WITH YOUR CHILDREN. 

The friend of a young mother was 
talking with her about her maternal 
responsibilities, and urged the duty of 
constant and believiDg prayer for the 
early conversion of her children . She 
assured him that it was her daily 
practice to carry her little ones in 
supplication to the throne of grace, 
yet complained of a want of faith and 
of definiteness in asking for them the 
special influences of the Holy Spirit. 

'* Do you pray for each child sepa- 
rately, and by name ? " inquired the 
friend. 

"No; that has never been my 
habit," was the reply. 

*' I think it is of much importance, 
Mrs. H— , especially as a help to 
cor £aith, and to the clearness, and 



intensity of oar desires on their be- 
half. You pray with them, I trust, 
as well as for them ? *' 

" Sometimes I do, but not often. 
They seem a little restless and in- 
clined to whisper together while my 
eyes are closed ; and so I have felt 
less embarrassment and more freedom 
in supplication by being alone at such 
seasons." 

'* Let me persuade you, dear Mrs. 
H-^-, to try a different plan. Take 
your little son and daughter each 
separately to the place of prayer, and 
kneeling with them before the Lord, 
tell Him the name, the daily history, 
the special want of each, and see if 
your heart is not opened to plead for 
them as you have never done before." 

Tears were in the eyes of the young 
mother as she said with trembling 
lips, *' I'U try." 

As evening came she had not for- 
gotten her promise, but as she saw 
that Sarah, her daughter, was un- 
usually peevish, she thought best to 
take her little son first to the chamber. 
Willie was a bright and pleasant boy 
of five years ; and when his mother 
whispered her wish to pray with him, 
he gladly pat his hand in hers and 
knelt by her side. As he heard his 
name mentioned before the Lord, a 
tender hush fell upon his young 
spirit, and he clasped his mother's 
Angers more tightly as each petition 
for his special need was breathed into 
the ear of his Father in heaven. And 
did not the clinging of that little 
hand warm her heart to new and 
more fervent desire as she poured 
forth her supplication to the Hearer 
and Answerer of prayer ? 

When the mother and child rose 
from their knees, Willie's face was 
like a rainbow, smiling through tears. 
" Mamma, mamma," said he, *' I am 
glad you told Jesus my name ; now 
He'll know me when I get to heaven. 
And when the kind angels that carry 
little children to the Saviour take me 
and lay me in His arms, Jesus will 
look at me so pleasant, and say, * Why 
this is Willie H^— , his mother told 
me about him : how happy I am to see 
you, Willie I ' Won't that be nice, 
mamma ? " 

Mrs. H— never forgot that 
scene, iuid when she was permitted 
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to fee not only her dear Willie and 
Saiah, but the children afterwards 
added to her family circle, each sue- 
cessiTely eonaecrating the dew of their 
youth to God, she did indeed feel that 
her friend's plan was ** the more ex- 
cellent way." So she resolved to 
recommend it to praying mothers by 
telling them this tonching incident. 
When we meet onr children at the 
last great day, may Jesus own as His 
those whom we haye "told Him 
about " on earth ! 

METHODISM AND ITS PERILS. 

A HOTE of warning has been sounded 
by a Oomishman, in a sermon 
preached by him in the Wesleyan 
Chapel at St. Just. After he had 
made somo reference to the diminu- 
tion of numbers in the past year, and 
the year preceding, and spoken cd the 
▼slue and importance of the class- 
meetings and society meetings, and 
warmly earnest prayer-meetings, he 
remarked that High Church Metho- 
dism now a days builds churches, not 
chapels: reads liturgies instead of 
making prayers; and has sermonettes 
instead of sermons; in fact, is too 
respectable to save souls. There is 
the apeing of Church peculiarities 
and deficiencies, instead of excellen- 
cies. If Methodism is come to this, 
be added, that respectability is mis- 
taken for progress, and Ritualism for 
power, an answer is at once supplied 
to the question respecting the cause 
of decrease in Methodist numbers. 
Is it to continue thus? It need not. 
But we want more spiritual power. 
He urged his hearers to make their 
class-meetings of such a character 
that members will long to come ; and 
said, " If you give yoursdves tho- 
roughly to Methodism, which has 
done so much for you Wesleyan 
Methodists, it will stiU rise trium- 
phant." We say, " This witness is 
true." 

Choice Stktttons. 

BOGS, OB SPONGES, OF APBICA. 
(From Livingstone's Last Journals.) 

'* 24tii Sept 1866.— The bogs, or 
earthen sponges, of this country oe- 
cnpy a most important part in its 



physical geography, and probably 
explain the annual inundationB of 
most of the rivers. Whereyer a plain 
sloping towards a narrow opening in 
hillB, or higher ground exists, there 
we have the conditions reqmsite for 
the formation of an Afirican sponge. 
The T^etation, not being of a heatiiy 
or peat-forming kind, faUs down, rots, 
and then forms rich black loam. In 
many cases a mass of this loam, two 
or three feet thick, rests on a bed of 
pure riyer sand, which is revealed by 
crabs and other aquatic animals 
bringing it to the sur&ce. At pre- 
sent, in the dry season, the black 
loam is cracked in all directions, and 
the cracks are often as much ss three 
inches wide, and very deep. The 
whole surface has now fallen down, 
and rests on the sand ; but when the 
rains come, the first supply is nearly 
all absorbed in the sand. The black 
loam forms soft slush, and floats on 
the sand. The narrow opening pre- 
vents it from moving off in a land- 
slip ; but an oozing spring rises at 
that spot. All the pools in the lower 
portion of this spring-course are filled 
by the first rains, which happen sooth 
of the equator when the sun is ver- 
tically over any spot. The second, or 
greater rains, happen in hisconrse 
north again, when all the bogs and 
river-courses being wet, the supply 
runs off, and forms the inundation. 
This was certainly the case as ob- 
served on the Zambesi and Shire; 
and, taking the different times for the 
sun's passage north of the equator, it 
explains the inundation of the Nile. 

*' 81st August (1868).— That which 
demonstrates the humidity of the 
climate most strikingly, is the number 
of earthen sponges or oozes met with. 
In going to Bangweolo from Eizin(|a, 
I crossed twenty-nine of these reser- 
voirs in thirty miles of latitude, on 
a south-east course : this may givs 
about one sponge for every two mSes. 
The word 'Bc^' conveys mneh d 
the idea of these earthen sponges; 
but it is inseparably connected in onr 
minds with peat, and these contain 
not a particle of peat; they comnst of 
black porous esith, ooverod with a 
hard wiry grass, and a few other 
damp-loving planta. In many places 
the spoDgw ooU liig0 qvantitMiO^ 
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the oxide of iron» from the big patches 
of brown hoematite that crop out every- 
where ; and streams of this oxide, as 
thick as treacle, are seen moving 
slowly along in the sponge like small 
red glaciers. When one treads on 
the black earth of the sponge, though 
little or no water appears on the sur- 
face, it is frequently squirted up the 
limbs, and gives the idea of a sponge. 
In the paths that cross them, the 
earth readily becomes soft mud, but 
sinks rapidly to the bottom again, as 
if of great specific gravity : the water 
in them is always circulating and 
oozing. 

" The places where the sponges are 
met with are slightly depressed val- 
leys, without trees or bushes, in a 
forest country, where the grass, being 
only a foot or fifteen inches high, and 
thickly planted, often looks like a 
beautiful glade in a gentleman's park 
in England. They are from a quarter 
of a mile to a mile broad, and from two 
to ten or more miles long. The water 
of the heavy rains soaks into the 
level forest lands. One never sees 
nmnels leading it off, unless occa- 
sionally a footpath is turned to that 
nse. The water, descending about 
eight feet, comes to a stratum of yel- 
low sand, beneath which there is 
another stratum of fine white sand, 
which at its bottom cakes, so as to 
hold the water from sinking further. 

'* It is exactly the same as we found 
in the Kalahari Desert, in digging 
sucking places for water for our oxen. 
The water, both here and there, is 
guided by the fine sand stratum into 
the nearest vaUey ; and here it oozes 
forth on all sides through the thick 
mantle of black poroas earth which 
forms the sponge. There, in the 
desert, it appears to damp the surface 
sands in certain valleys ; and the 
Bushmen, by a peculiar process, suck 
out a supply. When we had dug 
down to the caked sand there years 
&go, the people begged us not to dig 
farther, as the water would all run 
fi-way ; and we desisted, because we 
saw that the fluid poured in from the 
^ue sand all round the well, but none 
came from the bottom or cake. Two 
stupid Englishmen afterwards broke 
through the cake, in spite of the en- 
treaties of the natives, and the well 



and the whole valley dried up hope- 
lessly. Here the water, oozing forth 
from the surface of the sponge mantle, 
collects in the centre of the slightly 
depressed valley which it occupies, 
and near the head of the depression 
forms a sluggish stream : but further 
down, as it meets with more slope, it 
works out for itself a deeper channel, 
with perpendicular banks, with, say, 
a hundred or more yards of sponge on 
each side, constantly oozing forth 
fresh supplies to augment its size. 
When it reaches rocky ground it is a 
perennial bum, with many aquatic 
plants growing in its bottom. One 
peculiarity would strike anyone ; the 
water never becomes discoloured or 
muddy. I have seen only one stream 
muddied in flood, the Ghoma, flowing 
through an alluvial plain in Lopere. 
Another peculiarity is very remark- 
able ; it is, that after the rains have 
entirely ceased, these bums have 
their largest flow, and cause inunda- 
tions. It looks as if, towards the end 
of the rainy season, the sponges were 
lifted up by the water off their beds, 
and the pores and holes, being en- 
larged, are all employed to give off 
fluid. The waters of inundation run 
away. When the sponges are lifted 
up by superabundance of water, all 
the pores therein are opened : as the 
earthen mantle subsides again, the 
pores act like natural valves, and are 
perfectly closed ; and by the weight 
of earth above them, the water is 
thus prevented from running away 
altogether; time being also required 
to wet all the sand through which the 
rains soak, the great supply may only 
find its way to the sponge a month or 
so after the great rains have fallen. 

"I travelled in Lunda, when the 
sponges were all supersaturated. The 
grassy sward was so lifted up that it 
was separated into patches or tufts ; 
and if the foot missed the row of 
tufts of this wiry grass, which formed 
the native path, down one plumped 
up to the thigh in slush. At that 
time we could cross the sponge only 
by the native paths, and the central 
bum only where they had placed 
bridges. Elsewhere they were im- 
passable, as they poured off '^ the 
waters of inundation. Our oxen 
were generally bogged— all four lags 
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went down up to the body at once. 
When they saw the clear sandy bot- 
tom of the central bam, they readily 
went in ; but usually plunged right 
oyer head, leaving their tail up in 
the air to show (the nervous shock 
they had sustained. 

** These sponges are a serious mat- 
ter in travelling. I crossed the 
twenty -nine already mentioned, at 
the end of the fourth month of the 
dry season: and the central burns 
seemed then to have suffered no 
diminution. They were then from 
calf to waist deep, and required from 
fifteen to forty minutes in crossing. 
They had many deep holes in the 
paths ; and when one plumps therein, 
every muscle of the frame receives a 
painful jerk. When past the stream, 
and apparently on partially dry 
ground, one may jog in a foot or more, 
and receive a squirt of black mud up 
the thighs. It is only when you reach 
the trees and are off the sour land, 
that you feel secure from mud and 
leeches. As one had to strip the 
lower part of the person in order to 
ford them, I found that often four were 
as many as we could cross in a day. 

** But few of the sponges on the 
watershed ever dry; elsewhere many 
do. The cracks on their surface are 
from 16 to 18 inches deep, with lips 
from 2 to 3 inches apart. These 
cracks afford a good idea of the effect 
of the rains : the partial thunder- 
showers of October, November, De- 
cember, and even January, produce 
no effect on them. It is only when 
the sun begins to return from his 
greatest southern declination that the 
cracks close their large lips. The 
whole sponge is borne up, and covers 
an enormous mass of water, oozing 
forth in March and April, forming the 
inundations. These floods in the 
Congo, Zambesi, and Nile, require 
different times to reach the sea." 

THE MEDICAL POWER OF NATURE. 

When a man accidentally cuts his 
finger, or otherwise receives a similar 
wound in a non-vital part of his body, 
he does not generally regard it as a 
matter of serious consequence. He 
knows that, with a little care, it will 
heal, and that in a great measure by 



a power apparently residing in nature 
herself. This feature of the animal 
economy is so familiar to us, as to 
excite Uttle notice ; yet it is one of 
the mo9t wonderful and beneficial 
of all those arrangements which have 
been made by a bounteous Creator 
for our welfare. Without it, the 
human frame would have been con- 
tiaually liable to destruction; the 
most insignificant injury would have 
led to speedy dissolution. A property 
of such exceeding value is not im- 
pressed feebly in the constitution of 
the person, but is associated with the 
principle of life itself, and is therefore 
developed with lesser or greater force 
through all the stages of existence, 
and according to the healthfulness of 
the individual. The property of 
healing ought to be described as an 
ever- acting principle in the system— 
a principle operating to compensate 
the regular decay of parts, and acting 
with increased vigour upon emer- 
gencies when any injury is sustained. 
In this latter respect, the healing 
principle is like a sentinel which is 
placed on guard over the functions of 
the body. No sooner does the object 
of its charge receive damage from an 
attack, than it flies to the injured 
part, and sets immediately abont 
effecting a cure. The means which 
it adopts not only to cure but to 
prevent injuries to the person, and 
expel maladies from the system, may 
almost be described as something 
instinct with human reason. Take, 
for instance, its operations upon a 
wound or cut. If not prevented by 
some foul or foreign body, placed or 
remaining in the wound, it com- 
mences by a slight inflammation of 
both sides of the cut; during the 
progress of this inflammation, a thin 
liquid substance, of a glutinous 
nature, exudes, to form a species of 
cement. At first the liquid is in- 
organic, but it in time assumes an 
organised character, with exceedingly 
minute blood-vessels interweayed 
throughout, and communicating with 
the surrounding vessels. In this 
manner it gradually puts on the 
appearance of cellular tissue, and at 
last, when skinned over, cannot be 
distinguished from the surrounding 
parts, unless by the soar wbiob 
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remains. When nature is dis- 
appointed in effecting a cure in this 
ready manner, or, as it is called, by 
the Jirst intention, in consequence of 
the presence of some foreign body in 
the wound, it goes on more slowly, 
and on a different plan. It com- 
mences by suppurating, or festering, 
in order to expel the offensive sub- 
stance ; and this being effected, it 
proceeds to throw up small granula- 
tions or protuberances of a fleshy 
substance, till by this means — by this 
growing of matter — the wound is filled 
up, and healing accomplished. This 
is called healing by the second intention. 
Nature is equally ready to act in 
the case of broken bones. No sooner 
is the bone broken than the healing 
principle sets to work to mend it. 
The chief object to be attained in this 
case is the repose and close union of 
the parts. Surgeons therefore begin 
by binding up the broken limb in 
such a way as to prevent any kind of 
movement or shifting. Nature is all 
the time facilitating the same object. 
It throws out a liquid around the 
break in the bone, which turns into a 
cartilaginous substance, and acts the 
character of a bandage to support the 
junction. The adhesion of the parts 
takes place gradually, by the forma- 
tion of a bony matter, and thus the 
soundness of the limb is restored. 
Should the two broken ends of the 
hone happen not to be placed in 
juxtaposition, so as to produce ad- 
hesion, even in such untoward cir- 
cumstances nature is not inclined to 
he baffled. The fractured parts make 
au effort to push forth a bony con- 
nection between the two, and establish 
a union, at the expense, however, of 
distortion of the limb. We were 
lately shown a beautiful instance of 
this violent effort of nature, in the 
case of a bone taken from the wing of 
ft duck. 'the poor animal had 
suffered a fracture in the bone by 
Bome accident, and not having had 
the benefit of chirurgical attendance, 
the injured parts had hung apart 
from each other ; kind Nature, how- 
ever, having taken the case into her 
own hand, had formed a junction of 
hony matter, so as to completely 
repair the injury, though certainly 
not in a vexy elegant manner. 



The vigilance of nature in caring 
for the comfort of the patient is par- 
ticularly observable in the case of 
those who are under the painful 
necessity of parting with their limbs. 
The total disjunction of a limb, by 
sawing through the bone, is a 
calamity which nature has foreseen 
may occur, and provision has ac- 
cordingly been made for its meliora- 
tion. The bone, after amputation, 
presents a flat terminating stump, the 
edge of which is sharp, and calculated 
to irritate the flesh or muscle drawn 
over it for protection. It is clear 
that, in such circumstances, the 
wound would either never heal, or 
that the sharp-edged flat stump, in 
pressing on the muscle, would prevent 
any use being made of the amputated 
limb. Bat see how nicely nature 
manages this difficulty. Let us sup- 
pose it is a leg which is cut off. As 
soon as the amputation is effected, 
nature pushes forth a liquid matter, 
covering the point of the stump ; and 
.this gradually increasing in bulk and 
firmness, at length becomes solid, and 
rounds off the bone like a ball ; 
wherefore the pressure upon the 
muscle neither creates an irritation, 
nor gives pain to the patient. The 
rounding off of the stumps of am- 
putated bones, by a creation of fresh 
bony matter, is indeed one of the 
most admirable of nature's arrange- 
ments for preserving animal life. 

The intelligence of the healing 
principle in nature— if such a term 
may be used — is perhaps still more 
surprising in cases of internal in- 
flammations, and abscesses, or ga- 
therings of purulent matter. It is a 
remarkable truth in our physical 
economy, that nature acts upon the 
principle of expelling disease from 
the interior to the external surface of 
the body. Internal inflammation 
seems to be repugnant to nature, and 
there is an unceasing effort to eject it. 
Small-pox, measles, and other simi- 
lar diseases, are only the external 
symptoms of bodily inflammations in 
the course of expulsion. Dr. Mack- 
intosh, of Edinburgh, whose work on 
Pathology and Pract'ce of Medicine 
is weU known in the medical world, 
states, "that every instance of cu- 
taneous affection, whether attended 



814 



OHOIOB SBLEOnOHS. 



by fever or not, depends on derange- 
ment of the functions of some internal 
organ — sometimes of the brain, or 
stomach and bowels, at others of the 
liver, or mucous membrane of the 
lungs," See, He considers all the 
eruptionB, even erysipelas, in the 
light of natural blisters, established 
by powers inherent in the constitu- 
tion, which enable it to translate 
disease from the internal organs to 
the skin ; and he has no doubt that 
the frequent observance of these 
circumstances first led the ancients 
to blister and make extensive ex- 
ternal sores, by means of the appli- 
cation of red-hot iron, in cases of 
daDgerous internal diseases. The 
eruptions which take place on chil- 
dren in cases of teething and other 
complaints, such as sores behind the 
ears, and so forth, are just so many 
demonstrations of the desire which 
animates nature to bring disease to 
the^surface, and, as such, ought to be 
veiy cautiously dealt with. The 
e£fort to expel is not less energetic 
in the case of local inflammations. 
A portion of the viscera, not con- 
nected with the outer frame of the 
body, receives an injury or becomes 
diseased ; it inflames, and there is a 
danger of the inflammation leading 
to morbid symptoms and death. 
Nature, however, making a bold 
push, endeavours to create a con- 
nection betwixt the inflamed part 
and the framework of the body ;— 
and this it sometimes actually effiects. 
A junction takes place, and thus a 
channel is formed for the expalsion 
of the disease. When it shows itself 
outside, it is easily dealt with. In- 
flammations of the liver have been 
known to be carried o£f in this man- 
ner. When the inflammation takes 
place in a part having already a 
tolerably direct connection with the 
surface, the difficulty of expulsion is 
of course not so great, and the cure 
is more certain. Natural abscesses, 
or accumulations of matter, may 
likewise be considered the result of 
efibrts to expel disease from some 
internal part of the system, and it is 
fortunate for the patient, in such 
cases, that the constitution possesses 
strength to cast forth the midady. 
In speaking of absoessest we are 



put in remembrance of a provision in 
nature particularly worthy of notice. 
When the foal matter which is to 
compose the material of the abscess 
begins to form, choosing a certain 
situation for that purpose betwixt the 
skin and the muscle, nature is on the 
watch to prevent the possibility of the 
purulent matter insinuating itself 
extensively among the adjacent cel- 
lular tissue, and thereby doing irre- 
parable mischief. To avert this 
contingency, it sends out beforehand 
a thin glutinous liquid, which forma 
a sack or bag, into which the matter 
of the abscess is secreted. This thin 
membranous sack remains in use as 
long as the abscess exists; but no 
sooner is the matter evacuated, and 
nature has eflected her purpose in 
establishing the drain, than it begins 
to discharge a watery fluid, and the 
sides of the sack finally come to 
adhere. Occasionally, when the 
abscess has been deep or long seated, 
nature has a difficulty in freeing 
itself in this manner; a sinus or 
cavity remains, secreting a thin 
serous humour, which may be pressed 
daily from the orifice ; and this doll 
tedious process of secretion some- 
times continues such a length of time 
that art is required to step in to 
relieve the patient — the surgeon rip- 
ping up the surface with his appro- 
priate instrument, and exposing the 
whole of the interior of the sack, by 
which granulation and healing, by 
the second intention, are allowed to 
restore soundness and healthiness to 
the parts. 

A physician once mentioned to ns 
a striking instance of the wonderful 
efibrts which nature makes to pre- 
serve life, or, as it may be called, the 
continued action of the animal 
mechanism. It was a case of com- 
plaint in the bowels, wherein one 
intestine was projected or drawn so 
completely into another, that there 
was an efiectual stoppage of all com- 
munication. The agonising death 
which ere long would have ensued to 
the patient, was fortunately averted 
by an extraordinary natural pro- 
vision. The intestine above the 
point of obstruction formed a junction 
with that placed below it, and, by 
means of inflammation and nkera- 
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tion, an opening was formed from the 

one into the other, through which 

artificial channel the ordinary motion 

in the bowels was carried on. Here, 

then, was performed by nature one of 

the most astonishing feats of skill, 

with the beneficent intention of 

saving life. It is impossible to 

reflect on such a demonstration of 

presiding intelligence in the eternal 

and bountiful provisions of nature, 

without bowing in grateful adoration 

to the great Architect of the universe, 

by whom we have been so fearfully 

and wonderfully made. 

Admirable as those provisions in 
nature are which we have been con- 
templating, it ought not to pass un- 
noticed, that we have no ri&rht to 
expect the performance of such kind 
operations in our systems, unless we 
a£ford nature a fair field for exer- 
tion. The more sound our con- 
stitutions are, from exercise and 
temperance, the more shall we be 
benefited by the natural principle of 
healing ; and if, by our own folly or 
intemperance, or by the folly or in- 
temperance of our progenitors, we be 
afflicted by constitutional weakness, 
we mast not, in such a case, be sur- 
prised to find that outraged nature is 
unable to lend a helping hand in the 
hour of need, and allows us to sink, 
the victims of moral delinquency, 
into a premature grave. Thus it is 
that we see the sins of the fathers 
visited on the children; thus it is 
that our "pleasant vices" make 
whips to scourge us ; thus it is that 
so many in the bloom of manhood, so 
many unhappy recipients of nature's 
bounties — ^notwithstanding all the 
skill of the physician— vanish from 
the world, and die lamented long 
before their time. 



j^mttras j$r|^0ol talnrm* 

HUMAN NATUBE IN THE SUNDAT- 
SCHOOL. 

BY BEV. J. M. FREEMAN. 

An eccentric preacher once remarked, 
in his own quaint and homely way, 
" Human nature is queer stuff, and 
there is a good deal of it among man- 
kind." There is certainly a good 



deal of it in the Sunday-school, and 
it behoves all who wish to succeed in 
Sunday-school management to take 
this fact into consideration. In 
working among material things, a 
wise workman makes an adaptation 
between means and materials, as 
well as between means and ends. 
The tools which would easily make an 
impression on the soft clay, would be 
of no use in turning wood ; nor would 
the instruments which so readily 
make the chips fly from wood be of 
any service in fashioning iron or 
stone. The very best mode of treat- 
ment for training a dog or a bear 
might not be the best for a child. 
The child, as a mere animal, may 
have many things in common with 
dogs and bears, but it also has what 
they have not, a conscience ; and the 
development and right training of this 
superior faculty is a part of the work 
of the Sunday-school teacher. With 
a conscience properly educated, the 
soul carries within itself the principles 
of a true life. It does not wait, like 
the trained brute, for the outward 
word of command from its master^ 
nor is it governed simply by brute 
instincts. The knowledge of right 
and wrong regulates its being. 

Human nature is well worth the 
study of any man who would educate 
and govern himself, but especially of 
those on whom falls the responsibility 
of educating and governing others. 
Its sinful character must not be over- 
looked. Its manifestations in this 
respect are seen even among children. 
Some of them are exceedingly selfish. 
In Sunday-school they must have the 
best seat in the class, the best library 
book, the first positions in the pro- 
cession on parade-days, the largest 
amount of apples, oranges, and cakes, 
when such delicacies are distributed. 
Others are vain of their personal ap- 
pearance, or of their &ae clothes. 
They cannot conceal their dislike to 
the unfortunate boy or girl in the 
same class, whose clothes, though 
clean and comfortable, are very plain 
and coarse. The lip curls, and the 
Jiead is proudly lifted in disdain. 
Others are very quick-tempered. 
They take offence easily from their 
fellow- scholars or from the teacher. 
Their tempers, like gunpowder, onJy 
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need a spark to produce an explosion. 
The lips pout, the eyes flash, the 
book is hastily closed, and perhaps 
thrown aside in anger. 

These are not pleasant statements 
to make concerning children ; but the 
broad, glaring fact of sin ought never 
to be concealed when we undertake 
the work of Sunday-school instruc- 
tion. In spite of all that is beautiful 
and attractive in childhood, we can- 
not ignore the fact that human nature 
is sinful. Teachers ought to study 
the peculiar temperament and dispo- 
sition of each scholar, and manage 
the case accordingly. These mani- 
festations of a fallen nature may be 
alluded to in general terms in the 
class, and in special application pri- 
vately to each individual case. The 
selfish child, the vain child, the self- 
willed child, the quick-tempered 
child, ought to be told of its peculiar 
fault plainly, but privately, and each 
should be urged and encouraged to 
overcome these sinful tendencies. 
The conscience should be wrought 
upon. The difference in the mental 
activity of children ought not to be 
forgotten. Some are dull of compre- 
hension, while others are quick to 
grasp a thought. The latter do not 
of necessity make the best students, 
for sometimes they lose an idea as 
quickly as they get it ; while, on the 
other hand, the minds which work 
slowly often make sure work as they 
proceed. Some seem slow because 
they want to understand the subject 
in hand, while others appear quick- 
witted because they glibly recite, 
?arrot-like, the words of the book, 
think it was the celebrated Home 
Tooke, who, when a boy, was asked 
by his teacher the reason of a certain 
mode of construction in parsing. He 
could not tell the reason, and the 
teacher, being foolishly angry, flogged 
him. * Now, sir,' said the irate peda- 
gogue, when the flogging was over, 
' go to work and learn the rule imme- 
diately.' • The rule ! * said the boy. 
' I know the rule already. You did 
not ask me for the rule, but you asked 
me for the reason, and the reason I 
do not know.' The boy was more 
sensible than his teacher. There is 
a wide difference in the mind of a 
child between a rale and a reason. 



Children seem to be ahnost in- 
stinctively good judges of human 
nature. They soon take the dimen- 
sions of a new teacher, or a new 
superintendent, and even meaBure 
the strange speaker before he gets 
half-way through his address. Some 
teachers have to speak but a word, 
and the class is in order, while the 
same class requires a great many 
words before they will come to order 
at the request of another teacher. 
Some superintendents can make a 
large school quiet by a single tap of 
the bell. It acts like magic. Others 
are compelled to ring the bell like 
town criers, and to shout at the top 
of the voice, before even half-silence 
is obtained. The children know 
where the difference is. — The Hwe. 
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OCTOBEB. 

October, in the year of Komulus, was 
strictly what its name implies, the 
eighth month. With us it is the 
tenth. Suetonius tells us that Domi- 
tian, who was born in this month, 
gave it his own name, but it lasted 
during his life only. Antoninus Pius, 
in honour of his wife Faustina, called 
it *' Faustinus," and the flatterers of 
Gommodus assigned to it one of their 
patron's epithets, "Invictus." Our 
Anglo-Saxon ancestors called it 
Seteotha Monath^ the tenth month; 
they also gave it the name of Winter' 
fyllitht winter beginning. 

The sun rises this month on the 1st, 
three minutes after six, and sets at 
thirty-six minutes after five. On the 
last day the sun rises at fifty-four 
minutes after six, and sets at thirty- 
four minutes after four. Hence the 
day shortens in this month fifty-one 
minutes in the morning, and fifty- three 
minutes in the evening. Thus re- 
minding us — 

•* Our wasting lives grow shorter still 
As days and months increase." 

New moon on the 4th atforty-three 
minutes after four in the morning, 
full on the 18th, at twenty-six minutes 
after four in the morning. 

Jupiter is a morning star till the 
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7th, and an evening star to the end. 
Venus is an eveniDg star to the end. 

Either ourselves or our printer 
made a mistake in giving Friday as 
the day on which September ended, 
bat as our copy is gone we cannot 
tell which is to blame. October 



begins on the Friday and ends on the 
Sunday. 

The weather-wise predict a ** vari- 
able " month ; temperature high about 
the drd, 7th, 22nd, and 25th ; low 
about the 11th and 12th, storms about 
the 5th, ] 1th, 18th, 28rd, and 29th. 
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PRESIDENT'S LETTER.— No. 4. 

Aylesbury, Sept. 16. 
Mt Dear Bro. Sims. — I enclose 
you a cheque for £20 lis., kind and 
libera] donations from many dear 
friends who love our old men, and 
wish them to spend their last days 
under their own roof in comfort and 
peace. Since I last wrote you I have 
been to Tamworth, and had a good 
meeting and collection for the num- 
ber who could get there ; Thomas 
Argyle, Esq., in the chair. Sept. 7, 
made my way to Coventry. They 
are making arrangements to form a 
branch in the town, and hope to get 
a meeting. Called upon both our 
Wesley an ministers, but they were 
from home. Moved on to Stamford ; 
the good superintendent, Kev. J. 
Hejnolds, has promised, to lay the 
objects before the Local Preachers, 
and I have no doubt a good branch 
will be formed. I meet with nothing 
but kindness and sympathy from our 
ministers, who have promised to do 
all they can to help our beloved 
Association. I send you the list of 
donations, and remain, 

Yours truly, 
Charles S. Madder. 

£ s. d. 
Messrs. Hyde & Co., Oxford 2 2 

Mr. J. R. W 1 10 

Mr. W. G. Sayers, W. ... 10 
Mrs. Farnworth, Woolston, 

Liverpool 6 

Mr. G. F. Brookes, do. do. 1 
ThoraasWalker, Esq., Bolton 110 
Kichard Southcombt}, Esq. 2 
James Daniels, Esq., Big- 
gleswade 1 10 

Mr. W. George Winslow ... 1 10 
John C. Clark, Esq., M.P. 110 
Mr. W. C. Rivett, Cromer 110 



R. J. Lovett, A 5 

E. A. N., Bury St. Edmunds 5 
Proceeds of sale of gold chain 

and seal 3 3 



Praise the Lord ! 
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HAWORTH. 

EEIOHLEY BRANCH. 

Who has not heard of Haworth: 
famous in the literary world as the 
residence of the gifted Brontes? Its 
steep and narrow street, its ancient 
church and parsonage, its health- 
giving moGirlands, shrines to which 
thousands of. pilgrims from many 
lands have wended their way since 
*' Jane Eyre *' startled the world by 
its appearance. 

But, perhaps, more attractive still 
to the Methodist world as the scene 
of the labours of the apostolic Grim- 
shaw, who was an evangelical clergy- 
man and Methodist preacher in one. 
When our Branch of the Association 
was formed, Keighley and Haworth 
were one circuit ; now, Haworth is at 
the head of a circuit, though in our 
Mutual-Aid work we are still one. 
Last year we made collections in all 
our chapels in the Keighley circuit on 
behalf of our Association, and this 
year it was resolved at our quarterly 
meeting in April, to hold a public tea 
and meeting at Haworth, and to ask 
permission of their quarterly meeting 
in June to make collections on one 
Sunday in all their chapels, pledging 
ourselves to supply all the pulpits by 
strangers and members of the Asso- 
ciation. Permission was courteously 
asked and freely given, the Rev. A. 
Davy and his colleagues giving us 
their warmest sympathy and sup- 



818 



MUTUAL-AID A8S00IATI0V VIHmTBB. 



port ; and, perhaps, some aooonnt of 
tiie meeting and Uie results of our 
appeals may not be nninterestlng, and 
if the perusal may lead other branches 
to put forth similar efforts on behalf 
of onr noble Association, it will not 
be written in vain. It was decided to 
hold our meeting on Saturday, August 
21st, and preach in all the ten cha- 
pels, and make collections on August 
22nd, the Sunday followiog. 

We were fortunate in securing at 
the Aggregate meeting at York, an 
able deputation ; viz., Messrs. Dow- 
sing, Cossons, and Webster. £ro. 
Webster, however, through serious 
personal affliction, was unable to be 
with us, and Bro. Dowsing came at 
great personal pain and sacrifice, not 
having recovered from the dastardly 
attack made upon him by thieves in 
London a few weeks ago, when he 
was robbed of his valuable watch and 
guard, and his shoulder dislocated, 
and otherwise maltreated. 

About 100 persons partook of an 
excellent tea ; the trays having been 
given by the ladies of the circuit. 
At the public meeting, Bro. J. R. 
Redman presided. In the absence of 
Robert Clough, Esq., who was un- 
avoidably absent, but who sent a letter 
of sympathy, and £6 to our Associa- 
tion, the report was read by the 
local secretary ; a brief abstract I ap- 
pend. We have 28 benefit members, 
and 24 honorary ; have lost by death 
8 honorary and 2 ben^t members. 
Have sent up to general secretary 
^696 Os. 9d., viz. :— 

£ s. d. 
Benefit Members ... 17 14 
Honorary do. ... 87 2 

Donations ... ... 10 

Collections... ... 81 4 9 



Total £96 9 
On the other hand, we have received 
for — 

£ s. d. 

Sickness ... ... 6 8 

Deaths ... ... 19 

Annuitants... ... 23 16 



Total £49 4 

Our cause was ably advocated by 

the deputation, and Messrs. J. W. 

Laycook, J. Noimington, and the Rev. 

G. H. Shaftoe. After the hymn of 



Brotherhood had been sung, a collec- 
tion was made amounting to £IS IDs. 
On Sunday, the 22nd, Bros. Dow- 
sing and Cossons, with the following 
Eeigbley brethren, viz., Messrs. Lay- 
cock, Wilkinson, Almond, Norming- 
ton, Dixon, Dickinson, and Home, 
occupied the pulpits, and were heartily 
received by the people, who gave 
practical proof of their sympathy by 
substantial collections at every place. 
The total amount, including the tea 
and public meeting, amounted to the 
handsome sum of £62 4a. 6d. 

E. HoBNE, Local Sec. 



GENERAL COMMITTEE. 

The monthly meeting was held at 
Brother Wardley's, Child's HiU, 
Finchley New Road, on Monday, 
ISth September. 

Present : The President, Treasnier, 
Honorary and General Secretaries, 
R. Durley, Wardley, Parker, John- 
son, Benson, Amphlett, Clapbam, and 
Salmon. 

Hymn 500 was sung. The Hono- 
rary Secretary oflfered prayer. 

The minutes were read and con- 
firmed. 

The monthly abstract showed re- 
ceipts from branches since the aadit 
in May, £1,051 78. lid; payments, 
je716 2s. lid. In the receipts the 
sum of jg530 12s. 8d. was from lega- 
cies and special donations. 

The month's receipts were £142 16s., 
and the payments were ^104 18s. lOd. 
New members, 4. Deaths, 1 mem- 
ber and 2 wives. Sick, 97. Annui- 
tants, 151. 

The Sub-Committee reported that 
they had taken two upper rooms at 
No. 24, Bedford Street, Strand (five 
minutes' walk from Exeter Hall), for 
our offices. 

Brother Wardley very kindly of- 
fered to remove our goods to the new 
office, and also to provide the neces- 
sary crockery for the tea-meetings. 

An address to Brother Bowron was 
agreed to, and ordered to be engrossed 
and bound up in an album, with the 
portraits of the committee and officers, 
under the direction of Brothers Am- 
phlett and Johnson, to be ready for 
next meeting. 
The question of investing pact of 
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oar capital in mortgage on freehold 
property was discossed ; and it was 
resolved to leave the matter to the 
judgment of next annual meetinof. 

Bills were ordered to be paid for 
salary, postages, &c., collecting boxes, 
and printing reports, £d9 6s. 8cl. 

Brother J. E., of G., aged 70 years, 
a local preaclier thirty eight years, 
a widower, with one child, applied for 
help. He has been a jobbing tailor, 
going ahout from house to house to 
work at his trade for 2s. a do y and 
his food ; but for the last two yenrs 
his sufferings from general chronic 
rheumatism have prevented him from 
doing anything, and he has had no 
other means of support than our sick 

pay- 

Kesolved — That the brother have 
5s. a week. 

Brother W. C, of B., aged 68, a 
local preacher forty-six years, also 
applied; he has a wife in delicate 
health, aged 74, also two children 
who are unable to help him. He 
was a labourer in stores, and used in 
his best days to earn 15s. a week ; he 
also received 2s. a week beside from 
another source, but now, on account 
of double hernia and other ailments, 
he can only occasionally earn a shil- 
ling or two. 

Sesolved— Tliatthis brother receive 
6b. a week. 

Brother T. H., of M., aged 60, a 
local preacher thirty-five years ; is a 
widower. He has one son, who 
having a sickly wife and child cannot 
help him. He is by trade a cabinet 
maker, but obliged to give up his oc- 
cupation on account of internal 
disease and hernia. He wishes to 
sell a little tea among his friends, and 
if he could obtain from the funds 4s. 
a week, he thinks he could do. 

Resolved — That the brother have 
48. a week according to his desire. 

The fine of a brother who had 
allowed his subscription to fall into 
arrear was fixed at 10s. and the 
amount in arrear. 

Letter read from Haworth, Keigh- 
ley branch, enclosing cheque for 
£60 Os. Od., amount of collections on 
our behalf. 

The entrance fees of two brethren, 
aged 65 and 66, in that branch, were 
fixed at the reduced rate of 60s. each, 



in consideration of this handsome 
cheque. 

Letter from ex-President regretting 
his absence, and offering his services 
at public meetings. He was requested 
to accompany the President to Swin- 
don. 

Magazine, — Brother Parker was 
requested to inquire and report upon 
increased facilities for the publication 
of the Magazine. 

It was also agreed that the copy- 
right and stereo plates of *' Grand- 
father Johnson " should become the 
property of the Association, and it 
being out of print, 5,000 copies were 
ordered to be printed, to be sold at 
4s. per 100. 

On the suggestion of Brother Dur- 
ley, it was ordered that notice of the 
removal of our offices to No. 24, Bed- 
ford Street, be inserted on the second 
page of the wrapper of the Magazine, 
instead of the list of trustees, officers, 
and committee. 

On the motion of Brother Salmon, 
a brother was transferred to the Bays- 
water branch, who has come to reside 
at Edgware, from Louth. 

Brother Johnson was requested to 
dispose of an electric machine, which 
has remained on hand from the 
bazaar. 

Brothers Parker, Sims, and Ward- 
ley were appointed to obtain the 
necessary requisites for the new 
offices. 

The next meeting was appointed to 
be held at the new office, 24, Bedford 
Street, Strand, on Monday, 11th 
October. Special business at half- 
past four. Tea at half-past five. 
Ordinary business afterwards. (Bro. 
Amphlett providing the tea.) 

Bro. Wade, Lower Green, Mitcham; 
invited the Committee to his house 
on Wednesday, 10th November, and 
Bro. Johnson on Wednesday, 8th 
December. 

Brother Salmon closed the meeting 
with prayer. 



DEATHS. 

August 4, 1880. Jane Hancox, Tam- 
worth Branch, aged 62 years. Her 
affliction was borne with cheerful 
resignation, and her end was peace* 
Claim £3. 
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September 1, 1880. Mrs. Pollitt, 
Leeds Branch, aged 61 years. Resting 
on the atonement of l^e Saviour, she 
rejoiced in hope of eyerlasting life, 
aaim £4. 



September 9, 1880. Peter Thomas, 
Penzance Branch, aged 78 years. His 
death was triampnant. He had been 
an annuitant 361 weeks, and had re- 
ceived £72 48. Claim £1. 



GASH BEGEIVED BY THE GENERAL TREASURER to Sbpt. 15th, 1880. 



SwMwy ••• ••• ••• •■• «• ••• 

DowniliOfUit ••• ••• •• ••• ••• ••• 

JL ^^fyTOtOt ••• ■•• •■• ••• ••• •*• 

SdTIlStdpld ••• ... ••• ••• *•■ ••• 

lile of Wight ••• ... ••• ••* ••• 

Leeds — Mr. John Banks, he. 10s 6d; Mr. W. F. Tomlinson, 

he. lOs 6d ; Mr. G. W. Flockton, hm. £1 Is; Mr. Amos 

Learoyd, hm. £1 Is 
Oldham— Mis. Hilton, hm. (Southport) £l Is ; Mr. James 

Taylor, hm. (Shaw) £l Is ... 
IdCicesteT 2fid ... ••• ••• ••• •■. 

CrttM*^ ••• ... **• **■ ■•• ■*• 

Thetford—Ur, Whitby, Is ; Mr. W. Peohey, he. 10s 

lAneolrt—Mi, H. Wyatt^ hm. £1 Is 

JUtiCKiey ... ••. ••• ••• •.• ... 

C/^etmte *.. ... ... ..• ... ••• 

(j/tenteTjield ... ... ... ••• ... ... 

Peterborough 2»(2— Mr. H. King, hm. £1 Is 

i2i^»— Mrs. Banks, he. 10s ; Mr. T. Thompson (don.) £5 

Swaffham — Collection at Castleacre, 5s 

Newhury—Mx. R. A. Taylor, qly. 3s ; Mr. 0. Webb, ho. 10s 6d 

Uolnxjirthi ... >•. •«• ••. ... ... 

ALItettot^t ••• ••« ... ••• ... 

Wihaey—lRx, T. Barraolough, qly. 38 ; Mr. T. Constantino, 
qly. 38; Mr. W. North, qly. Ss ; Mr. W. Sharp, qly. 88... 

SunderUind ... ••• * • ••• ••• ••• 

Southwark and Lambeth ^Mr^ J. Pousty, hm. £1 Is 

Bristol^B. F., 8s for the Poor Old Hundred (per Bro. 
Maynard); Mrs. J. R. Brown, hm. £1 Is ; Mr. A. Hall, 
hm. jgl la; Mr. T. Pethick, hm. £1 ; Mr. M. WhitweU, 
nm. 3b L J.s... ••. ... ••> •*. ... 

ExeterHall—Wc. J. Beauchamp, hm. €1 Is ; Mr. T. Clarke, 
hm. (Northwich), £1; Rev. T. Nightingale, hm. (Tor- 
quay), £,\ Is ... ••' ... ... ... 

HiTide Street—Mr. T. Sercombe, he. 10s 6d ; Mr. T. Sketch- 
ley, he. 10s; Mr. Roach, hm. £l Is; Mr. and Mrs. Bowles, 
qly. 2s; Mr. Welboum, qly. Is 

Keighley — Collections in Haworth Circuit : Haworth, 
£5 8s 8d; Ditto Public Meeting, £18 lOs ; Lees and 
Booking, £2 lis 7d; Lowertown, £3 12s lOd; Marsh, 
£1 Os 6d; Oakworth, £12 6s; Pickles Hill, 14s lOd; 
Sawood, £1 Is; Scartop, £1; Stanbury, £1. Collected 
by Bro. Ogden and Bro. Heap : Mrs. Cockshott, 10s; Mrs. 
Craven, 5s; Mrs. Holden, £l ; Mrs. J. Lee, 5s; Mrs. 
Moore, 5s ; Mrs. T. Parker, 5s ; Mrs. Redman, £1 ; Mrs. 
Speak, 5s; Miss Walker, lOs ; Mrs. Whittaker, 5s; Small 
sums, 9s 6d. Less Expenses, £2 4s... ... Net 

Brighton ... ... •>. .•• ••• ... 

6%«^da— Mr. W. Sunman, hm. £1 Is ... 
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THE WORK OP GOD IN ITALY. 

Wk have canse to rejoice greatly in the work being done in UbXj by 
different denominations of Christians, and especially by the agents of the 
Wesleyan Missions in that important country, many of whom are con- 
verted natives of Italy. The press is being diligently worked, and its 
productions widely scattered, whilst large companies in many places are 
giving heed to the living voice of zealous, faithful, and competent 
preachers. Children, too, in considerable numbers, are being gathered 
into schools, both on Sundays and on working days. Our excellent 
native minister at Rome, Big. F. Sciarelli, is preparing and widely cir- 
culating an admirable series of Lessons for Sunday Schools from the 
commencement of this year, copies of which he has kindly posted to us 
from month to month. We have seen nothing of the kind superior, if 
even equal to them. With these, also, he has sent several copies of 
a paper which, in a few words, informs Italian readers what is believed 
and what is desired by the Evangelicals, and why they have broken off 
and departed from the Romish or Papal Church. We have attempted 
a translation of this paper ; and although we have to acknowledge that 
it is very imperfectly done, because our acquaintance with the language 
of Italy is very limited and defective, we yet think that we have succeeded 
Bafficiently in giving our readers a tolerably fair view of the matter ; 
safficient, in fact, to interest them, and to cheer the hearts of all who 
loathe and hate Popery, and who rejoice in the spread of Divine truth 
and of pare and undefiled religion. 



THE EVANGELICALS: WHAT THEY BELIEVE AND 

DESIRE. 

The Evangelicals are they who profess the pure and holy Gospel of Jesus 
Christ. The primitive Christians, therefore, were Evangelicals. Evan- 
gelicals were those that persistently resisted the innovations which, by 
little and little, were introduced into the Church by the working of the 
Papacy. Those valiant ones who, amidst the darkness of the middle ages, 
lifted up the voice on high against the abuses and evil deeds of the sacer- 
dotalists, were Evangelicals. Those were Evangelicals who, in the six- 
teenth century, initiated the great work of Reform, of that glorious and 
almost new creation ; that out of the silence of a poor cell, by the humble 
but powerful voice of a monk of Wittemberg, rose like a brilliant sun to 
diffuse new life upon all Christendom. ' And now the Evangelical Religion 
is that of the most civilised and free nations of the world : and the first 
act of all peoples that are liberated from slavery and from prejudices, 
consists in opening to them the gates, or at least in abolishing those 
nteasures that their countries had proscribed, 
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Although distribnted into different denominations, the Evangelicals all 
concur upon the following fundamental principles of the Christian Faith:— 

1. They belieye that the Holy Scriptures are divinely inspired ; that 
they only, in matters of faith and practice, are of sapreme and DiTine 
authority ; that they, being the oracles of God, are the one and only safe 
and infallible gaide to the soaFs salvation. 

2. They believe that the injunction of Jesus Christ, the example of the 
primitive Christians, as also the character and design of the Holy 
Scriptures themselves, indicate clearly the very high privilege and the 
solemn obligation of every individual of himself or for himself to investi- 
gate the Word of God. 

8. They believe in the Unity of the Divine Nature, and in the Trinity 
of Persons therein ; that is to say, in the Father, in the Son, and in the 
Holy Spirit. 

4. They believe in the total corruption of human nature, couseqaent on 
the primitive fall. They believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of the Most 
High God. They believe that Jesus Christ came into the world to save 
sinners ; that He was born of the Virgin Mary ; that He was that great 
Prophet and Master of humanity, revealing to mortals the saving truth 
of the Gospel, and leaving to us a most perfect example, in order that we 
might walk in His steps; that He suffered and died upon the cross, 
making once and for ever a full atonement for the sin of the world ; that 
He, resuscitated from the tomb, sits at the right hand of God, ever living 
to intercede for us. 

6. They believe that the sacrifice of Jesus Christ was offered, and of 
God accepted, for the redemption of all men. 

6. They believe that the salvation of the soul in the jastification of the 
sinner and the regeneration of the heart, and the great gifts of the free 
grace of God, are promised to all those who penitently submit themselves 
to His plan of salvation, and sincerely and with all the heart believe in 
Jesus Christ. 

7. They believe in the Holy Spirit; and they ascribe' to Him the 
Divine work of the conversion of the sinner, the testimony of the received 
pardon, and the sanctification of the believer. 

8. They believe in the immortality of the soul, the resurrection of the 
body, the judgment of the world by the Lord Jesus Christ, with the 
eternal felicity of the righteous and the eternal condemnation of the 
wicked. 

9. They believe in the Divine institution of the Christian Church, 
catholic or universal, the reunion of all the true believers in Jesus Christ, 
of the whole world and of all the ages. They believe also in the Divine 
institution of the Christian Ministry, and of the Sacraments of Baptism 
and the Holy Sapper. 

10. They believe that the Christian Church is under a solemn and 
perpetual obligation to sanctify the Lord's Day by resting from labour, 
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consecrating it to pnblic worship, private religious daties and works of 
charity. 

Animated by this faith, with the heart fall of desire that the kingdom 
of God may triumph, the Evangelicals seriously and solemnly protest 
against the superstition and error that corrupt the holy and sublime 
doctrine of the Bible. They protest against the infallibility of the Popes, 
and against the authority of Councils and the dictation of the Church ; 
and they affirm the sole, supreme, Divine infallibility and authority of 
Jesus Christ and the Bible. They protest against the worship rendered 
to the saints, against the crowd of mediators of Boman Catholicism ; 
because God has said that it is necessary to adore Him only, because it is 
forbidden to make to ourselves sculpture or an image for the purpose. of 
adoring or serving it, and because there standi written that there is oinly 
one Mediator between God and man, Jesus Christ. They protest against 
priestly absolution as set forth in the so-called sacrament of penance ; be- 
cause such an absolution is an impious and sacrilegious usurpation on the 
part of man of an attribute that belongs to God only. They protest against 
that doctrine that maintains good works to be the meritorious cause of 
our justification, in order to put good works in the place that is assigned 
to them in the Divine economy, and to set forth the true source from 
which they proceed ; declaring that they are the fruit and the manifesta- 
tion of saving faith, the demonstration of the true life within us. They 
protest against the sacrifice of the Mass, because Jesus Christ offered 
Himself once only for us; and that sacrifice never can be repeated, 
having an infinite merit. They protest against Purgatory, the existence 
of which cannot be proved from Scripture ; and against the great im- 
morality of th^ expiatory offices of the soul, in virtue of which the rich are 
most fortunate, being able to make the greater number of celebrations; in 
such manner, also, that it descends into the bosom of eternity, continu- 
ing to prove the effect of human wealth, whereby the rich find themselves 
greatly advantaged in comparison of the forlorn poor. In one word, they 
protest against all that which, in matters of religious belief, has been added 
to or taken away from the Bible ; remembering the terrible sentence pro- 
nounced from God by the mouth of the Apostle John : ^^ If any man add 
to these things, Qod will h^ing upon him the plagues written in this Book; 
and if any one take away from the words of the Book of this prophecy, God 
will take away his part from the tree of life, and from the Holy City, and 
from the things written in this Book " (Apoc. xxii. 18, 19). 

Moreover, the Evangelicals, being a people " zealous of good works," 
adapt themselves with all their powers to promote a religious revival 
seeking to lead sinners to repentance-— to faith in Jesus Christ — to right- 
eousness, to peace, to joy in the Holy Ghost; which are, according to 
Paul, **the kingdom of God" (Rom. xiv. 17). The kingdom of God 
consists not in things material — consists not in forms and ceremonies 
however splendid and attractive— consists not in abstract knowledge, or 
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the history of the tnith alone— consists not in that sentiment of respect 
for Jesns Christ and for the Bible, which a Christian edncation generally 
produces. The kingdom of God, indeed, is '< righteousness, peace and 
joy.*' Bigkteouaneas : but, to have this righteousness, we unrighteoas 
ones must submit ourselyes to the sceptre of Jesns Christ in penitence 
and faith; so that, by grace, we may be pardoned, or justified; and, 
being in Jesus Christ and by Him reconciled to God, we liye the life of the 
righteous. Peace : peace with God, peace within ourselyes, peace of the 
intellect, peace of conscience, peace of the heart, peace that the world can 
neither giye nor take away. Joy : joy in the Holy Spirit ; that is, the 
joy of pardon, the happiness of the smile of God, the joy resulting from 
a pure conscience, the holy consolation of hope. Such is the kingdom of 
God ! Andy forasmuch as the Eyangelicals haye found this pearl of 
great price, they desire that others may participate in their joy and in their 
happiness. Haying themselyes found a Sayiour, they seek to guide others 
also unto Him, attending to their cry of protestation, the cry of refival : 

'' AWAXB, THOU THAT SLEEPEST, AND ABISE FBOM THE DEAD, AND OhUST 
WILL ILLUMINATE THEE *' (Eph. V. 14). 



JUDAS THE BETRAYER. 
BY GEORGE SIMS. 

It is said of the Sayiour, ** Neyer man spake like this man." Towards 
the close of His Ministry He made seyeral special attempts to impress on 
His hearers the abominable character of deceit, and the priceless pre- 
ciousness of truth. He made use of the fruitless figtree as an example 
of the emptiness of merely wordy profession. He rebuked the hypo- 
critical ritualist, who asked Him as to the most important of the com- 
mandments, by telling him that the duty of honestly loying God with all 
the heart, and his fellow-man as himself, comprises them all. He exposed 
the rottenness of the pretensions of the pompous impostors who made a 
great boast of their religion and of their beneyolence, and in striking 
contrast He commends the genuine piety of the poor widow. He 
reproyed the guests who were indignant at what they called waste of the 
ointment with which Mabt anointed Him, and, whateyer may have been 
her preyious character, He places her high on the roll of honourable 
women. 

One would have thought that all these lessons would be sufficient to 
exert an influence eyen on such a man as Judas. He had been chosen 
hy Christ to the apostolic office ; he had kept company with the Savionr 
during His ministry ; had been in public and priyate life with Him ; had 
seen Him as a preacher, heard His discourses, seen His miracles, 
attended Him as a friend, as one who claimed to be *' the Son of Ood^' 
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and who had proved His claims beyond reasonable donbt. Tet this man 
conld hear the words of Jesas, eyen His strongest expressions and denun- 
ciations of hypocrisy and hypocrites, and yet play the hypocrite before 
Him ; sitting with £Um at that most tenderly solemn of all feasts, the 
'* Last Sapper.'* He heard the Master say on one occasion, '< Have not 
1 chosen yon twelye ? and one of yon is a deyil." The feast is prepared 
in the upper chamber, and the disciples gather with their Lord around 
the table. Judas is with them. Jesns tells them that one of them shall 
betray Him. ** Then Judas, which betrayed Him, answered and said, 
Master, is it I ? He said unto him, Thou hast said." That is, thou hast 
said the truth. It is so. Thou art the man. Then, after receiying a 
sop from Jesus, he departed on his errand of treachery. 

The little company went direct from the upper room to GethsemanCi 

where the Sayiour spent part of the eyening in agony of prayer and 

suffering. Jesus said unto His disciples, '' Sit " or stay '< ye here, 

while I go and pray yonder." Luke says, that when He came to the 

garden, He charged them to ''pray that they might not enter into 

temptation ;'' that is, into deep trials and afflictiona^'OTf what perhaps is 

more probable, into scenes and dangers that would tempt them to deny 

Him. While Jesus was exceeding sorrowful, eyen unto death, and in an 

agony pouring out His soul in prayer that the cup might pass from Him, 

the disciples fell asleep. He came to them and said *' Rise, let us be 

going." It was near midnight. The moon, being full, was shining 

through the branches of the oliye-trees, and discoyered the betrayer at 

hand. While the words were yet on the lips of Jesus, Jttdas and his 

band of o£Gicers appear. They are armed as if to arrest a malefactor who 

would make a desperate resistance. With Judas at their head, they 

adyance to take Jesus. That they might not run the risk of arresting 

the wrong man, Judas had taken the precaution of giving them a sigUi 

saying, ** Whomsoever I shall kiss, that same is He: hold Him fast.'' 

We imagine his feelings as he advances with the " Hail, Master," and 

presses the cheek of Jesus with the simulated tenderness of affection^ 

'' Jesus said unto them, Whom seek ye ? They answered Him, Jesns of 

Nazareth. Jesus saith unto them, I am He." As soon as He had said 

unto them, I am He, these men, armed and apparently full of courage, 

" went backward and fell to the ground " in astonishment. They evi- 

dently expected resistance, and were awe-stricken by the calm dignity and 

majesty of Him whom they came to arrest. Pbtbb, always impulsive, 

was there ; and having a sword with him, on the instant, stands up for 

the Master. He approaches Malohus, a servant of the high priest, who 

might have lost his life, but narrowly escaped with the loss of his right 

ear only. Jesus then commanded Peter to *' put up his sword into the 

sheath," for '* all they that take the sword shall perish with the sword ;" 

and then, with a single touch. He restores the ear of Malohus. Surely 

that ought to have been enough to convince His enemies of His 
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peAceful and harmlew character. Bat no ! they lead Him away to the 
hooBc of Annas, father-in-law to Gaiaphas, who was High Priest thai 
same year. 

The chosen twelve had yowed that they never would tarn their hacks 
upon Jesas. He had forewarned them of what wonld take place ; saying, 
'< All ye shall be offended because of Me this night.** Peter, especially, 
had been told of a violent attack that wonld be made upon him by SataD, 
on hearing which he declared his readiness to go with Him '' to prison 
and to death." Peter, therefore, recollecting what Christ said to him 
before, and being grieved anew to find his Master still entertained such 
thoughts of him, the vehemence of his temper led him a second time to 
boast of his courageous and firm attachment to Jesus, saying-, " Though 
all should be offended because of Thee, yet will I never be offended." 
In this protestation Peter was no doubt sincere ; but he was insensible of 
his own weakness. Jefius, however, to convince him of his self-confidence 
and self- security, said, <* This night, before the cock crow thou shall 
deny Me thrice." No, Baid Peter ; " Though I should die with Thee, yet 
will I not deny Thee." For tliis vehement utterance Peter has often 
been severely blamed. We do not say wrongly blamed ; bat he was not 
alone in the matter ; for it is added, ^^ Likewise, also, said all the dis- 
ciples." They all joined Peter in professing their fixed determination to 
suffer death rather than deny their Master. But now the eleven who were 
left after the defection of Judas, ran away in fear for their own lives. 
They kept near enough, however, to see what was going on ; bat their 
eoarage had lo utterly failed them that they dreaded to be recognised as 
the followers of the arrested Jesus. Forgetting their promises not to 
foKsake the Master, they all left Him to go cdone. Alas I how many in 
the present day, when attachment to Ghrist might lead them to danger, 
leave Him, and fleet 

As for JvDAS, who envies him ? He gets his money. Thirty pieces 
of silver, amounting to three ponnds seven shillings and sixpence 
(£3 78. Gd.). This was the price of a $lav€ (see Exodus xxi. 82). This 
was tha price of bloody and it burns into his very soal, and makes it a 
miserable hell. What shall be done with the money ? He dares not put 
it into the IVeasury of the Temple. He therefore lays the matter before 
those who had given it to him. Bat what care they either for him or the 
money 7 They had secured what they wanted ; and when Judas offered 
them the money again, ihej said, '* What is that to us ? See thoa to 
that." Then we have a hasty purchase of a field, followed by a few hours 
of bitter remoree. ^* He east down the pieces of silver in the temple, and 
departed, and went and hanged himself." Critics have differed in their 
opinion with regard to the mode by which Judas put an end to his life* 
Sotn^ ha/ve thought he was saffocated or strangled by his great grief. 
Others bavjs- given. 4t as their opinion that he took his fife by snspending 
himself. In omr translation it is said, Ho went and ha^ii^ faiBwelf. 
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Peter says (Acts i, 18) falling headlong, he bnrst asnnder in the midst^ 
and all his bowels gashed oat. The difficulty in reconciling these two 
statements is more apparent than real. Both acconnts are correct. The 
Evangelist gives the mode in which Judas attempted his death, viz., by 
hanging, Peter speaks of the result, Jadas probably passed oat of the 
Temple in great haste and perturbation of mind. He sought a place 
where he might perpetrate this crime. He would not, probably, be very 
careful about the fitness of the means he nsed. In his anguish, his 
haste, his desire to die, literally ** choosing strangling rather than life/* 
he seized a rope and suspended himself; and it is not at all remarkablei 
or indeed unusual, that the rope might prove too weak, and therefore 
break; or the knot might give way; and then, falling headlong — that 
is, on his face — he burst asunder, and in awful horrors died. He fell 
headlong from the tree, a crushed, disembowelled, and ghastly corpse^ 
Thus perished Judas Iscariot the traitor; a miserable example of the 
fatal influence of covetousness, and a standing monument of the Divine 
vengeance, proper to deter future generations from acting contrary to 
conscience through the love of the world. Probably Judas remembered 
the words of the Master which He uttered at the last supper with His 
disciples ; " Woe to that man by whom the Son of man is betrayed. It 
had been good for that man if he had never been born." 

Let the memory of the traitor rot. Let his name be accursed for ever. 
While '^ the righteous shall be had in everlasting remembrance,*' ^< the 
name of the wicked shall rot." What mother now gives her baby boy 
the name of Judas ? No society, however infamous, makes honourable 
mention of his name. We are aware that attempts have been made, 
with some degree of ingenuity, to justify his wicked deed ; but without 
success. Some have said that, in all probability, Judas thought Jesus 
would defend himself by working a miracle for that purpose. We have 
no proof of this. All that we are told is, '* When he saw that he was 
condemned, he repented, -*and he went out and hanged himself**' Let us 
ever avoid the path of the wicked. Whatever may be our position in the 
world or in the Church, we need to be on our guard. Judas was 
numbered with the apostles— Judas obtained part in the ministry. Let 
us pray not only that we may not be led into temptation, but that we may 
be led away from the temptations which ungodly avarice sets in our way. 
Let us shun the first appearance of evil, — the first disposition to hypocrisy« 
God will take care, if we play the hypocrite or traitor, that our sin shall 
find as out. 
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A GOLDEN WEDDING. 

Mb. Spuroeon has just passed his silyer wedding, and the gifts which 
came in on that occasion, to the honour of the great preacher, had been 
beforehand devoted to a new benevolent object, which he was enabled by 
the generosity of his friends to carry oat. He and his wife having tra- 
velled the joarney of life together for twenty-five years, had suflFered, 
both of then), severe and protracted bodily affliction ; yet, from all we 
know and hear, theirs has been a thoroagh union of hearts, and anion in 
every good work. 

Bat we have to speak of A Golden Wedding^ which comprises a period 
of Fifty Years. We know not how many, or if any, of the Committee 
of the Local Preachers' Mataal-Aid Association have passed that period 
of wedded life. One, however, has ; and the event was celebrated on the 
28rd of Angast last. 

Some of the friends in connection with the chapel where oar brother 
and sister, whom we shall designate by the terminal letter of their name 
H, had become aware of their golden wedding-day falling on Monday, 
Aagast 28rd, 1880. Nothing of what the friends intended came to their 
knowledge until near the time. Walking home together from the chapel 
on Sunday, August 22, the wife said to her husband, <* Have you heard 
anything ? *' *« No, I have heard nothing.'* " Why I understand there 
is to be a tea-meeting to-morrow in the schoolroom about as.*' They had 
noticed a number of circulars flying about in all directions that morning. 

We understand that, on the Monday afternoon, the following invitation 
was sent to Mr, and Mrs. R. — 

** The pleasure of your company is requested to meet a few old friends 
this evening at the chapel ; tea at seven o'clock. On behalf of the 
chapel, we are, yours, &c., " W. B., R. M., Society Stewards." 

Before the tea was over, the few old friends had multiplied into a 
hundred. The tea and its accompaniments were got up in most excellent 
style. The tables, in addition to the provisions, were decorated with 
beautiful flowers. 

The tea despatched, the chair was taken by the Senior Society Steward, 
while his colleague, as the Beman of our little sanctuary, had ar- 
ranged with his choir for suitable hymns on the joyous occasion. This 
brother, indeed, we have heard, was the leading spirit in the matter, 
having been to the market before five o'clock that morning for the floral 
embellishments, and had actually returned from his holiday some days 
earlier than he would have done, in order to do his part in honour of his old 
friends at their Oolden Wedding. 

The Chairman said that his acquaintance with Mr. and Mrs. R. had ex- 
tended over a period of twenty years ; and that they had worked together 
shoulder to shoulder in Christian e£fort to the present time. The chair- 
man, who is oirouit steward, was followed by his co-steward, who had knowa 
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Mr. B. EB a local preacher twenty-fiye years ago, when he came into the 
circuit where he then resided. To Mr. R's. surprise, he intimated that his 
yisits were always looked forward to with pleasure, and his services 
attended with profit to those to whom he preached. 

The next old friend who spoke, said the occasion carried his mind back 
forty-five years, when, being a little boy, he first saw Mr. and Mrs. B. at 
the chapel to which he was taken when a child. He remembered also the 
neat cottage bonnet Mrs. B. wore. Not unlikely the identical bonnet 
she wore on the wedding-day ; for from what we know of the lady, she 
was very careful of her things ; and that bonnet would be worn, no doubt, 
for ten years. This friend had entrusted to him the honour of presenting 
to them, in the name of the friends, a splendid Japanese lily in a beauti- 
fully ornamented flower-pot. Miss Grace and Miss May, two very little 
girls, foUowed, presenting two beautiful bouquets of flowers. 

Our Hemarif with his choir, enlivened the service with joyous song. 
It was now time for the principal party to respond to all these marks of 
respect shown to him and his wife from old and new friends. 

The local paper says: '*Mr. B., in responding, gave a very facetious 
history of his courtship and marriage, and of the principles on which they 
had acted, tbe humour being irresistible. He produced the marriage 
certificate, which he said he had not seen till that night since the wedding- 
day, when he handed it over to his wife's keeping." 

So far the local paper ; but he said more, which may interest the 
readers of this Magazine. 

'' When a young man, being a member of the Methodist Society, the super- 
intendent announced that he would meet the single young men on a Sunday 
morning, at seven o'clock on one Sunday, and the single young women 
on another. In his address to the single young men, among other good 
things he said, I remember only this : ' It is a shame for any young man 
to be walking about with a young woman, unless he is engaged to her, or 
she is his sister, or a very near relation.' This caution of the old veteran 
had its effect upon me ; and I always avoided young females, and was 
nngallant enough never to offer them my arm. Having reached the 
sober age of twenty-six, I began to think seriously about marriage. One 
of the characteristics given by Solomon of the excellent woman (Pro v. 
xxxi. 11), ' The heart of her husband doth safely trust in her,' became 
my leading star. I must have no one that I cannot implicitly trust. 
No one in the large circle in which I moved came up to the standard I 
had erected. A sister living at a Tillage seven miles off, whom I visited 
occasionally, spoke very highly of a young woman there ; and others did 
the same. She was a Methodist ; and when I visited the sister, we met 
her at the chapel. She looked at me, and I looked at her. It has been 
said that the eye speaks before the tongue. After a while I made an 
o£fer by sending a letter with two seals. My offer was accepted. 

<* As (die oconpi^ the position of housemaid in a Qoaker^s fiimilyi I wrote 
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to say, ' I eannot Tint yon at your home without the oonsent of your 
master and mistress.' This was obtained. Bat it did not aoeord with 
either of onr views to be much in the hoose together ; so we had to take 
onr walks abroad in the fields, which were sometimes prolonged till the 
nightingale's song reminded as it was time to more homewards. It was 
not always springtime and summer; for one cold winter's day, when 
the snow was on the ground, we were out together, and love kept us 
warm. 

** My visits were generally on the Sunday. I never rode ; I walked the 
seven miles there, and seven back, and got to my work the next morning 
at six o'clock. One Sabbath I had an appointment at home to preach in 
the evening. I was always scrupulous about filling my appoint ments. 
I told her that I must get home to my appointment. She said she 
would accompany me part of the way. We walked on, and walked on, 
and walked on, till we were nearing the place where I had to preach i 
and having come so far, she came on to the chapel. After the service I 
had to walk back vnth her, and not to turn back till she could get to her 
home without my protection. This was an unwise journey. I thought 
so at the time, and have thought so ever since 

'< This seven miles' distance between us must be shortened ; so I putnp 
the banns in the parish 1 lived in, and went to her parish to put the banns 
up there, as our consciences would not allow us to say, ' both of this 
parish.' As I was returning home that evening from the village church, 
the bell was tolling for the death of George the Fourth. When I put 
up the banns in my own parish, I asked the clerk, * Where is it usual for 
persons to be married when the man lives in one parish and the woman 
in another ? ' ' Oh, you will be married here, of course,' he replied. At 
the village church I asked the same question. The clerk replied, ' Did 
you ever hear of such a thing as the lady going after the gentleman ? 
Most undoubtedly yon must be married here,^ 

^* On the 2drd of August, 1880, my brother and I left for the village 
early in the morning, walking the whole distance. We repaired to the 
village church ; the ceremony was performed ; and we immediately started 
on our wedding tour, which was to walk from this village to our residence 
in the large town. We had not lost our walking powers then, as most 
young couples on their wedding mom seem to do now. 

<* I said, that when I seriously thought of taking a wife, I thought of 
that quality distinguishing the ezcelliBnt woman, given by Solomon: 
' The heart of her husband doth safely trust in her.' 1 can say that, 
although fifty years have passed away, the trust I then had in the object 
of )ny choice, fifty years' experience has proved that it was not misplaced; 
true as steel. But it may be asked, ' Have we had no storms ? Has it 
been all sunshine, and onr path invariably smooth ? ' We have no fiuth 
in such a tame existence where two independent spirits are brought 
together; We have sometimes differed ; bat nothgig has arisen to shike 



BIOOBAPST. 881 

our trast, or to weaken oar affection, for one another, which I believe is 
firmer and stronger to-day than ever it was. 

*^ Now, friends, you have done as the nnexpected honour of getting up 
and attending this meeting on our account. Speaking for myself and ' 
wife, we know not how to thank you sufficiently for the super-excellent 
tea you have provided, the splendid lily you have given us ; but above 
all, these marks of your affection and esteem, which this delightful meeting 
has shown — which, I may say, are far beyond our expectation and deserts — 
and you may be sure that we shall never forget this commemoration of 
our Golden Wedding-day. We thank you very much, and trust that we 
shall all, both young and old, give ourselves afresh to God , that we may 
all meet with joy in our Father's house above." 

The newly-appointed preacher congratulated the friends on the meeting 
held, the like of which he had never witnessed before. One young lady played 
the Wedding March on the piano, another young lady, with the harmo- 
nium, assisted the leader and his choir; and we may say that everything 
passed off as harmoniously as the marriage bells. Old and young declared 
they had never spent so pleasant an evening before. And it is hoped that 
every single young man who was there, and every young man who reads 
this article, before he proposes to any young woman, may be assured that 
his heart may safely trust in her. The same may be said of the young 
man before any young woman takes him as a p{trtner for life ; that he be 
worthy of her implicit trust ; and though the journey of life may extend, 
like that of our friends above, over fifty years, they may say with them : 
^' We may have sometimes differed ; but nothing has arisen to shake oar 
trust or weaken our affection for one another." 



BEOTHER JOSEPH PEACOCK. 

Though Brother Peacock had attained to the age, experience, and stand- 
ing of a father in Israel, he never forgot that, by nature, he was a child 
of disobedience and wrath, " even as others," Though he was brought 
up amongst the Wesleyans, the earlier period of his life was spent 
(according to his own confession) not only in the neglect of that salvation 
which our Saviour by His suffering obtained for all who would receive it, 
but lived as the generality do now, '^ according to the course of this 
world," following " the desires of the flesh and of the mind," in its an- 
Yegenerate state. But it pleased God, *' who is rich in mercy," to call 
him <<out of darkness into light." 

He was invited by his wife to go and hear a Baptist missionary at an 
open-air iservice. The text was from Lake ziv* 28, 24: '' And the Lord 
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said unto the senrant, Gk) ont into the highways and hedges, and oompel 

them to come in, that mj house may be filled. For I say nnto yoa, that 

none of those men which were bidden shall taste of my sapper.*' The 

Holy Spirit applied the word to his mind, so as to produce deep conyic- 

tion, accompanied with true penitential sorrow, for having sinned against 

sach a gracious Chd. He now made a surrender of himself unto the 

Lord, and was made the happy partaker of peace and joy through 

believing on the Lord Jesus Christ, and was enabled with rapture 

to sing — 

** "NLj God is reoonciled. 

His pardoning voice I hear, 
He owns me for his child, 

I can no longer fear. 
With confidence I now draw nigh, 
And Father, Abba Father, ciy 1" 

This was to him the beginning of a new and happy life ; and for more 
than fifty years he lived a witness of the power of Divine grace. 

He first joined the Primitive Methodists, but soon after cast in his lot 
with the old body, with whom he had mostly been brought up. Yet he 
was truly Catholic ; he loved all men for Christ's sake, and all who loved 
the Lord Jesus were regarded by him as brethren. He laboured as a 
local preacher more than forty years. His zeal and devotedness in the 
Lord's service were very marked, and constant under all circumstances. 

He lived many years at Preston, and would sometimes go into the 
lowest parts of the town, where, having a good voice, he would strike off 
singing, draw a crowd around him, give them a short sermon, and ear* 
nestly pray for Qod's mercy and blessing upon them. This be has done 
when a mob have gathered around, and with threats and clenched fists, 
have tried again and again to stop him. But he was not to be intimi- 
dated ; confiding in the purity of his motive, the excellency of his cause, 
and the protection of his Lord and Master. 

His appointments sometimes caused him to have very long journeys, 
having to walk occasionally as much as twenty miles on the same day, 
and to preach twice or three times. Sometimes twice, and conduct a love- 
feast. 

Preaching on one occasion in the open air at Blackrod, a crowd of 
roughs attempted to break up the service by rattling tin cans, tea trays, 
frying pans, <&c. ; but Brother Peacock was not to be frightened by the 
rowdies, nor turned from his purpose ; and so closely did they come to 
the preacher, that he began to tap one of the trays with his walking stick, 
and shout at the top of his voice, *' Glory to Qod I Olory be to God ! 
and to all the insulting questions put to him by the mob, his reply was, 
** Glory be to God ! Glory be to God !" uttered in so solemn and im- 
pressive a way, that they were fairly vanquished, leaving the ground to 
the preacher and his congregation. Some of these roughs were sostrack 
with the patienoe, courage, and kindness manifested by Brother Peacock 
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on this oooaaion, thftt it led them to reflect, repent, and gire their hearts 
to God : and many, while listening to his voice, in different parts of the 
conntry, have receiyed such good that they will be ** the crown of his 
rejoicing in the day of the Lord Jesus." 

His sermons were not marked by any rhetorical display, but by a sim- 
plicity, earnestness, sympathy and loye, which the attentive listener coald 
not fail to feel. His love to his family, zeal for their welfare, and 
prayers for their salvation were incessant, for they were as dear to him 
as his own life. 

As a neighbour and a Christian he was faithful and loving. Blessed 
with a strong constitntiou, he continued his vocation for the support of 
himself and family until August, 1878 ; when in his 74th year nature 
had to yield to the force of labour, and the pressure of years. He was 
laid aside for twelve weeks ; and after this affliction he was not able to 
follow his employment, but took appointments on the circuit occasionally 
as he was able, until the 1st of April, when he had another attack, from 
which he never fully rallied, and was only able occasionally to give 
a reply to questions addressed to him. But he rested calmly on the Arm 
which had been his support and protection for so many years. On the 
8rd of April, a little before twelve o'clock, at mid-day, at the age of 
seventy-six years, his happy spirit took its departure from a state of 
suffering, and entered that heavenly home of which it had been his daily 
delight to speak and sing — 

** For ever with the Lord 1 

Amen ; so let it be ; 
Life from the dead is in that word, 

*Ti8 immortality 1 
Here in the body pent, 

Absent from Him I roam, 
Yet nightly pitch my meving tent 

A day*B maroh nearer home." 

He was interred in the cemetery, Blackburn, April 8th, 1880. A 
funeral sermon was preached in Kendal Chapel, April 18th, to a large 
and attentive congregation, by Bro. Goodare ; and again, by request, at 
Arwood Street Chapel, on Sunday, May 2nd. ** To die is gain.*' 



MEMOIR OF JOSEPH HENRY BROWN. 

Bbothbb Joseph Henry Brown was born at a village in the Hinckley 
Circuit, April 9th, 1845. In early life he found the Saviour, to the joy 
of his soul. His father died when he was very young, and his mother 
trained him in the ways of religion ; so that when but a youth he gave 
evidence of his conversion by making hiniself useful in the Church of 
Christ by attending cottage prayer-meetings and assisting in conducting 
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pretohing semoes in the opfiii air. Daring the time of his apprentioeship 
his master died, and he was released from serrioe. After thatheremoyed 
from Hinckley to Leicester, and was there as an accredited local preacher 
about two years. 

He gaye his mind to studying the Word of Qod, and had some thonghts 
of preparing himself for the fall work of the Christian ministry. He 
took a deep interest in this work, and laboured earnestly for the salyation 

of souls. 

Id the order of Diyine Proyidence he was remoyed to Doncaster at the 
commencement of the year 1 864, and was receiyed as an accredited local 
preacher. For the past sixteen years he has laboured hard in the cause 
he loved so well. As a preacher, he was eartiest and faithful, and often 
preached with much power, so that his preaching of the Word of God was 
made a blessing to many souls. His favourite themes were the *' glorions 
Qospel of Gbrist,*' and ^* Christian progression.*' His labours were 
acceptable to the congregations to whom he ministered, and were crowned 

with success. 

He frequently attended the social tea-meetings in the country places 
and some of the annual missionary meetings. The one held at Styrnp he 
attended for many years, and with the last held on Good Friday this year 
his public duties seemed to close, his health being such as prevented him 
from taking appointments more than once or twice after then. 

About nine years since he was appointed class-leader at Oxford Place ; 
he commenced a new class, and in this work was very successful. He 
manifested a deep interest in it, and always delighted in fellowship with 
the brethren he loved. 

For several months his health was much impaired, and in the last 
week of his life on earth its decline was rapid, and his suffering seyere. 
Only a few days before his death he realised that his work was done. He 
was visited by seyeral of his brethren and the ministers of the circait, to 
whom he spoke of his firm faith in the Sayioor, and of the preciousneBs 
of Christ to him. His assurance of the sufficiency of grace was youchsafed 
to him according to his need. He had a true peace and a bright prospect 
of heaven ; and towards the close of life he was perfectly conscioos that 
** the Master had come.*' After blessing his children he requested those 
who were with him to sing, and repeated some of that beautiful and 
appropriate hymn — 

^' Jesu, lover of my soul, 
Let me to Thy boaom fly.*' 
After this they sang— 

" Safe in the arms of Jeens." 

After which he peacefully "fell asleep" on Sunday morning, September 
12tb, 1880, aged 36 years. He was a member of the Mutual- Aid Asso- 
ciation, and took a deep interest in whateyer might promote its welfare, 
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'* AIiONE IN A GBEIT CITY." 

" Alone i& a great city ; '* this was 
Frank Taylor's sad experience. 
Early left an orphan, and without 
near relatives, circumstances had 
compelled him to leave the country 
town where he had many friends and 
acquaintances, for a situation as 
clerk in a large builder's house in 
London. It was a great change for 
the country youth. Formerly he had 
never needed to spend a lonely even- 
ing ; in D plenty of pleasant 

homes had been open to him, and on 
the Sunday kind friendly greetings 
had met him at the house of prayer, 
and religion had been a pleasant and 
an easy thing. 

In London it was very different; 
his fellow clerks were much older 
than himself, with families or circles 
of their own to which they did not 
care to introduce the. stranger. His 
lodgings were comfortless, and the 
evenings were miserably dull and 
lonely. 

On Sunday it was even worse. 
Instead of joining a church on first 
settling in town, and thus opening 
a door for Christian fellowship, he 
had foolishly spent some months in 
roaming from one place of worship to 
another — now to hear that particular 
preacher, or see such and such a 
special service — ^till his religious 
feelings were deadened, and in dis- 
gust at the cold treatment he received 
in strange churches (for which he 
was himself mostly to blame), he 
more frequently than not spent 
Sun day 3 in the parks or in his own 
room. 

This was a first step in a down- 
ward course. As solitude became 
more and more irksome (and no 
solitude is so terrible as that of one 
alone in a great and busy city), for 
the sake of companionship he took 
up with men from whom in the old 
times he would have shrunk. There 
were plenty only too glad to do the 
devil's work, and to lead the young 
man astray. And alas ! Frank's 
religion had been more of the head 
than the heart, xagre a form than a 



consecration of heart and life ; when 
temptation came he had only his own 
strength to resist it, and he fell. 
• • • • • 

** Something is wrong with our 
new clerk,** observed the foreman of 
Messrs. R. and S., builders, to his 
wife, one evening ! He called Frank 
Taylor the '* new clerk,'* though he 
had now filled that office a year. 
*'When he first came I liked the 
looks of him uncommonly, and tried 
to draw him out a bit, but he was so 
shy and reserved that I felt rather 
shut up; yet now, for all his quiet, 
gentlemanlike manners, he's gone 
and taken up with some fast young 
men at Mortmain's, opposite ; and if 
they don't lose him his situation 
before three months, my name's not 
Joe Larkins." 

** What has he done ?" asked Mrs. 
Larkins. 

** Done ! nothing that sounds much 
as yet ; only been a little late in the 
mornings, and looked as if he hadn't 
had his sleep out. But I know the 
signs only too well — bloodshot eyes, 
shaking hands, nervous manner — 
they've made him join their 'free- 
and-easy ' club at the * Sun,' and that 
means ruin." 

** Perhaps he hasn't any friends ; 
it must be very dull to live in lodg- 
ings," said Bella Withers, Mrs. 
Larkins's pretty young sister. 

•* That's no excuse," interrupted 
Mrs. Larkins; "didn't Joe live in 
lodgings alone ever so long before we 
married, and did he go and join any 
of your ' free-and-easies ?' " 

'* Perhaps this young man is of 
weaker stuff, and besides," added 
Bella archly, "Joe had you to look 
forward to, and that kept him steady, 
you know." 

"True, my girl, the thought of 
your sister did help me in those 
lonely days ; I've often thanked God 
for keeping me steady through those 
two years. I was just at this young 
fellow's age, when a man's whole life 
is often made or marred. Poor chap, 
I'm sorry for him," and honest, kind- 
hearted Joe Larkins, in his thank* 



Mntm tor big own oMKiet, iMgu to 
ponder how ho mi^il benefit his 
enini; neighbonr. 

When we mre reallj wantui|{ to do 
good« God opens np s wsy for ns; 
snd sn opportonitj for serring Frank 
Tsylor esme to the foremsn slmoet 
immedistelj. The next OTening, ss 
he wss lesWog the ysrd, he, being 
the Isst to go, obserred the "new 
clerk" a little in adrsnce of him. 
While debfttiog whether to go np 
and speak, he saw Taylor reel, then 
elnteh at a wooden railing for sup- 
port ; in a moment Larkins was by 
nis side, and had taken bis arm 
within his own. 

*' Thank yon, Mr. Larkins," said 
the yoQDg man, as he qnickly re- 
covered from the giddiness. " I feel 
tired and stupid ; I'll jnst drop into 
the ' Snn/ and get a glass of some- 
thing hot. Will yon come in with 
me?" 

'* Certainly not; and if yoa're 
wise, you'll just come along home 
with me and haye tea ; or else I'll 
walk with you to your own lodgings 
and see you s&fe in. But if you'll 
come to my place 'twould be a real 
kindness, for the missus and Bell 
will be out, and I'm only a lone 
fellow for the evening." 

'*I'm that all evenings, unless I 
turn into the ' San,' " answered 
Taylor, sighing, and letting his new 
friend take him where he pleased. 

''Do you find it pay?" asked 
Larkins, walking in the direction of 
his own home. 

**Payf'* echoed Frank, bitterly. 
" Why, man, you don't know what it 
oogts, I'm sick of the " Sun," of the 
fellows I meet there, of myself, of 
everything. I'm sick even of my 
life ! Pay I it has cost me peace of 
mind, it is swallowing up my earn- 
ings, it is destroying my health *' 

*^And your soul," added Larkins, 
solemnly, as the young man paused. 

Taylor started, and for the moment 
seemed as if he would go back ; but 
they had now reached the foreman's 
door, and he was inside the cosy 
little parlour before he could utter a 
word. 

How pleasant it looked after his 
dreary lodging ! Mrs. Larkins, like 
a good little wife, had left a bright 



firs in the grata, on vfeddi the ketfle 
was SEDgiiig its well-known domestic 
tone; the table was spread for tea, 
everything was in perfect order, and 
jnst ready for the maker's use; to 
Joe's amusement there were cape 
and plates for two. 

''I told the missis,'' laughed he, 
filling a teapot and then eatting 
away at a ham, ''that I wouldn't 
stand being left to myself, and would 
bring home somebody ; I only said it 
for a joke, but it's turned oat trae, 
and I'm very glad." 

There was no resisting the. kindly 
tone and weloome. Frank Taylor's 
reserve all thawed beneath it, and 
soon he was pouring into his com- 
panion's ear all the temptations that 
had beset him, and the depths to 
which he had fallen. 

"I could give np every sin bat 
drink," he said in condosion. " I 
detest Mortmain's young men when I 
am in my right mind; I resolve to 
leave them; then come these long 
lonely winter evenings, and a fearful 
craving that only drink can satisfy. 
I cannot master it — it has maatered 
me." 

Joe spoke, as if speaking frona the 
heart, in simple earnest language of 
God's hatred of drunkenness, of the 
Saviour's self-sacrificing life and 
death, of the help that is given by the 
Holy Spirit to those who seek it. 

'*That is the awful part of it," 
cried Frank, despairingly ; ** 1 know 
that sins just like mine brought the 
Saviour to the Gross, that there is no 
heaven for the drunkard; and, be- 
lieve me or no, it is true that I have 
prayed again and again to be de- 
livered from the power of this sin." 

** I do believe you," said Joe, lay- 
ing his hand kindly on the other's; 
"but after your prayer, have you 
shunned the ' Sun ' and the people 
you meet there ? Have you done all 
you could to resist the sin ; or have 
you been content with praying 
against it, and then gone drifting 
into the way of temptation ? " 

It was a searching question, and 
arrested Frank's attention. Had he 
done all he could to resist the sin ? 
And his conscience answered. No. 
Had he done all he could to foster in 
himself a religious life, a nearness to 
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Gtod? He remembered his formal 
acts of worship, his misspent 
Sundajrs, his unopened Bible, and 
again conscience answered, No. Had 
he not rather played with temptation, 
even while insulting God by praying 
against it? If drink was now his 
master, had he not become a slave, 
little by little, and of his own free 
will ? It was a revelation of himself 
such as he had never had before. 

For an hour or two the foreman 
and his guest talked together ; never 

since he had left D had anyone 

thus cared for his soul ; and though, 
as yet, Frank despaired of the future, 
never before had he been so fitted to 
receive salvation as now, when 
humbled by a knowledge of sin and 
weakness. 

"I must give an hour or two to 
my books before my missis returns," 
said Joe, when the clock struck 
seven; "I've got some worrying 
measurements to make right. No, 
you shan't help me ; I didn't ask you 
in for that. Either sit in the arm- 
chair, or, if you like, here's a ticket 
for a lecture on John Bunyan at our 
schoolrooms, that will last about an 
hour. Would you care to hear it, 
and then come back and tell us all 
aboutit over supper?" 

Frank Taylor shrewdly guessed 
that Joe would work happier and 
quicker for feeling quite alone. ** A 
lecture on Bunyan? yes, I'll go; 
there's sure to be something worth 
hearing." 

"If you're wise, you'll join the 
course," said Joe ; ** there's always 
a good lecture on. If once you put 
your mind into good and sensible 
things, the *Sun* won't have a 
chance." 

, • • • • 

Scarcely any lecture could have 
been better fitted to impress the con- 
victions already awakened, than the 
one on Bunyan to which Frank lis- 
tened. As he heard of a man 
plunged so deeply in the mire of sin 
that extrication seemed impossible, 
yet by God's grace and forgiveness 
being cleansed from its filth, and 
walking earnestly Zion wards, hope 
and courage rose. Through the 
blood of Jesus there was pardon and 
help for him, and the thought of such 



infinite love touched his heart and 
awakened a new sensation of grati- 
tude. And the story of the dreamer's 
life, as it proceeded, taught him 
maoy a wholesome lesson. Not in 
one moment had Bunyan overcome 
all temptation and weakness. Many 
times did he wrestle in agony with 
sinful thoughts and feelings, and 
came off at length a conqueror, God 
helping him. Frank thought of hia 
own quiet evenings, and how he had 
misused his time and opportunities. 
Never would he forget the picture 
drawn by the lecturer of the per- 
secuted man, in prison for conscience' 
sake, alone in his dreary cell, un- 
cheered save by his Bible and his 
God, consecrating his time to a work 
which should prove a good influence 
so long as language lasts, and 
making his painful loneliness a 
means of blessing future genera- 
tions. 

Then and there Frank resolved, by 
God's help, to become a follower of 
Christ, and to resist temptation even 
unto death. " God assisting me, I 
have done with drink for ever," was 
his determination as he left the room 
and turned down Joe Larkins's 
street. 

That night made the two men 
intimate, as under every-day cir- 
cumstances it might have taken long 
to do. Frank Taylor kept his 
resolve ; and also became a frequent 
visitor at the Larkins's new abode. 
In fact, having found a pleasing, 
modest girl, whose influence would, 
he knew, be all on the side of god- 
liness and temperance, he very 
wisely determined to win her for his 
very own. And in due time Bella 
became Mrs. Taylor. 

Dear friends, do you know any 
who are " alone in a great city ? '* 
Then stretch out kindly Christian 
hands, and help a weaker brother on 
to better things ; for we are all " our 
brother's keepers." And if any are 
alone and ready to fall into the 
terrible snare of drinking, oh, take 
heed in time ; use all the means of 
grace, and fight manfully to resist 
the sin, lest it become your master^ 
and you sink into an utter slave to 
Satan, to perish with him ever- 
lastingly. 

X 
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USE THE PEN. 

Ubb the pen : there's magio in it, 

Never let it lag behind ; 
Write thy thought, the pen can win it 

From the chaos of the mind; 
Many a gem is lost for ever 

By the careless passer-ljy; 
Bnt the gems of thought shonld never 

On the mental pathway lie. 

Use the pen : reck not that others 

Take a higher flight than thine ; 
Many an ocean cave still smothers 

Pearls of price beneath the brine ; 
Bat the diver finds the treasure, 

And the gem to light is brought, 
So, thy mind's unbounded measure 

May give up some pearl of thought. 

Use the pen the : day's departed. 

When the sword, alone, held sway, 
Wielded by the lion-hearted. 

Strong in battle 1 where are they? 
All unknown the deeds of glory 

Done of old by mighty men. 
Save the few who live in story, 

Chronicled by Sages' pen. 

Use the pen : the Sun above ns. 

By whose aid the chemist's lurt 
Stamps the forms of those who love us, 

Showing us their counterpart, 
Cannot hold a higher power 

Than within the pen enshrined. 
When, with wisdom for its dower, 

It daguerreotypes the mind. 

Use the pen : but let it never 

Slander Truth with death-black ink ; 
Let it be thy best endeavour. 

But to write what good men think. 
So, thy words and thoughts securing 

Honest praise from learning's tongue, 
May, in time, be as enduring 

As the strains which Homer sung. 

J. E. Cabpenteb. 



passing €httd$. 

The late Lord Chief Baron, Sir 
Fitzroy Kelly, was a remarkable in- 
stance of success without advantages. 
He had neither a public «chool nor 
University education. His earnings 
as a barrister, when he was at the 
height of his popularity, amounted to 
je25,000 a year. 

Behm and Wagner have again just 
issued their well-known German pub- 
lication, giving an account of the 

pulation of the earth as correctly 



as it can be ascertained. The in- 
crease since their last publication 
was issued, nineteen months ago, is 
16,778,200. Europe has a population 
of 315 millions ; Asia, 834 millions; 
Africa, 206 millions; America, 95 
millions ; Australia and Polynesia, 4 
millions; and the Polar regions 
82,000 ; giving a total of 1,455 mil- 
lions. 

In this changing world mountains 
are not always safe places of resort. 
At Naini, in India, there has occurred 
a remarkable and unusual landslip, 
carrying away several houses and 
overwhelming and killing many 
Europeans, including several British 
officers. A large number of natives 
also lost their lives. The fatal slip 
was in consequence of excessive rain 
— 33 inches having fallen in seventy- 
two hours. 

The Irish Land Agitation is again 
associated with a hideous and 
dastardly crime. Several threatening 
letters had been received by Lord 
Mountmorres, an Irish landlord, and 
it was deemed necessary that he 
should be attended at times by a body 
of constabulary. Driving, however, 
unattended, on Saturday, September 
25, he was waylaid, and received six 
revolver shots into his body. Being 
found dead at eleven o'clock on 
Saturday night, he was carried to the 
nearest cottage, but refused admit- 
tance. At the inquest the cottager's 
reason for this inhuman refusal was 
that '* had he admitted his lordship, 
nothing belonging to him would be 
alive that day twelve months." 

In the fact stated at the end of the 
above paragraph we have a striking 
glimpse of the state of society at the 
present time in Ireland — a state of 
distrust, fear, and revenge. Mr. 
Parnell, M.P., is busy in spreading 
and enforcing his teaching as to what 
the tenants must do ; the substance of 
which is, " Notwithstanding the de- 
mands of the landlord for the money 
for rent, if unable to pay let the 
tenant keep a firm hold of the land; 
if forcibly ejected, the land is to be 
unoccupied ; and if any man hires it, 
it is to be at the cost, if not of his life, 
at least of being regarded as one unnt 
for social Mendship, and to be en- 
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tirely banished from society." Cer- 
tainly it will require all the wisdonii 
the serioas and impartial wisdom of 
onr statesmen to deal with the Irish 
question in a satisfactory way. 

Anotheb ministerial crisis occurred 
in France in September. M. de 
Freycinet, and other members of the 
Cabinet, seeing that their way to act 
was blocked up, gave in their resig- 
nations. Six members of his Cabinet 
still hold their portfolios in the pre- 
sent Cabinet, whose chief is M. Jules 
Ferry ; the premier, foreign secretary, 
and two or three others are the only 
new members ; so that the Cabinet of 
M. Jules Ferry is much the same in 
composition as that of M. de Freyci- 
net. These frequent crises will doubt- 
less continue to occur until the now 
real power in France becomes also the 
nominal power. This is M. Gambetta, 
who must soon take his place, if 
spared, as the known chieftain of the 
French Republic. Doubtless a future 
of greatness is before him, upon which 
he must soon enter in obedience to 
the popular voice. 

The Monthly Eeporter (October 1, 
1880) of the British and Foreign 
Bible Society reports : " Lord Strat- 
ford de Redclifife, whose death has 
recently been announced, rendered to 
the Society most important service 
during his sojourn at Constantinople, 
showed true sympathy with its work, 
and, even amid the exciting scenes 
prior to the Crimean War, could find 
time to preside at its meeting in the 
Turkish capital. No Foreign Am- 
bassador ever rendered the Society 
heartier or more valuable service than 
Stratford Canning.*' 

In most Wesleyan circuits the con- 
dition of the finances depends to a cer- 
tain extent on the religious state of 
the societies and congregations. The 
report of the quarterly meeting in the 
Crook circuit to the Methodist Recor- 
der of October 1, states that '* A 
circuit effort is being made to remove 
a debt of £780. Subscriptions and 
promises to the amount of £440 had 
been received. This successful effort 
had arisen from a gracious revival in 
the various societies." This is very 
suggestive. When a circuit is in debt, 
let a revival first be sought to the 



glory of God, and then, from the in- 
creased societies and congregations, 
funds will certainly be forthcoming 
from glad and thankful hearts. 
*' Seek ye first the kingdom of God 
and His righteousness, and all these 
things shall be added unto you." 

There is little probability that war 
will be avoided in Basutoland. 7,000 
Basutos attacked the Cape Mounted 
Rifles on the 21st of September, and 
were repulsed with a loss of 100 
killed ; our loss being only three men 
wounded. Sir G. Strahan is adminis« 
trator till the arrival of Sir Hercules 
Robinson. The colonists nowhere 
agree with the recall of Sir Bartle 
Frere. An address at Cape Town 
expressed " deep regret at the ap- 
proaching departure of his Excellency^ 
whose name is beloved in so many of 
our homes, and whose presence among 
us for good will never be forgotten in 
South Africa." To an address from 
D'Urban, he replied that, '* if his 
labours have done anything to render 
life and property in Natal more 
secure, he will not regret the trials 
and disappointments attending his 
efforts." 

Pbofbssob Bell, inventor of the 
telephone, has read a paper before the 
American Association for the Advance- 
ment of Science, professing to demon- 
strate that, without a conducting wire, 
as in electricity, sound can be con- 
veyed from station to station, by means 
of a beam or flash of light. The " re« 
ceiver " in this case is silenium ; and 
by controlling the form or character 
of the light vibrations on this body, 
the quantity of the sound can be con- 
trolled, and all varieties of human 
speech obtained. 

On distributing prizes recently 
at Salisbury, Professor Fawcett said 
it was '* no use to cram too much into 
the minds of students in too short a 
time. If he were asked to indicate 
what was the best test of the skill of 
the teacher, he should incline to mea- 
sure it by the extent a teacher was 
able to discover what was the best 
subject to develop the faculty of each 
individual pupil." He gave an in- 
stance of a young lady whom her 
teacher tried with Latin, Greek, 
French, German, and Mathematics, 
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without exciting the slightest in- 
terest; but no sooner did she begin to 
stndy chemistry than her whole mind 
seemed to develop; and now he be- 
lieved she had every chance, if she 
lijced to follow the study, of obtaining 
a very distinguished position in that 
branch of science. Mr. Fawcett re- 
garded it as much better and safer to 
give a boy a trade than to make a 
clerk of him. He feared there were 
thousands of clerks seeking employ- 
ment where that employment was 
most difficult to be obtained. 

Speaking at a Temperance meet- 
ing, in connection with the Sanitary 
Congress held lately at Exeter, Dr. 
Kichardson said : " I was able to 
convey a considerable amount of con- 
viction to an intelligent scholar, a 
little time ago, by a simple experi- 
ment. It was in his house, and 
he was extolling wine and sing- 
ing its praises. I said, ' Why not 
begin with wine at breakfast, and 
give it to your servants ?' * My dear 
friend,' he said, ' I couldn't get 
through the day. I should be as seedy 
as possible.* ' Then, when do you 
take it?* I asked. 'When the cares 
of the day are over ; then's the time 
for a few glasses of wine.* * You will,' 
I said, 'be good enough to feel my 
pulse as I stand here?' He did. 
*GouDt it carefully. What does it 
say ?* * Your pulse says 74.* I then 
sat down in a chair — will you count 
it now ?* * Your pulse has gone 
down, your pulse is now 70.' I 
then laid myself down on the couch, 
and said, *Will you take it again. 
What is it?' 'It is 64; what an ex- 
traordinary thing !' ' That is the effect 
of position on the pulse ? When you 
lie down at night thatis the way nature 
gives your heart rest. You know no- 
thing about it, but that beating organ 
is resting to that extent, and if you 
reckon it up it is a great deal of rest, 
because in lying down my heart is 
doing ten strokes less per minute. 
Multiply that by 60, and it is 600. 
Multiply it by eight hours, and within 
a fraction it is 5,000 strokes different, 
and as my heart is throwing up six 
ounces of blood at every stroke, it 
makes a difference of 30,000 ounces 
of lifting during a night.' * That is a 



curious fact; but what has it to do 
with me ?' * When I lie down at night 
without alcohol, that is the rest my 
heart gets ; but when you take your 
wine or grog, you do not allow that 
rest; for the influence of alcohol is 
to increase the number of strokes; 
and instead of getting this rest, you 
put on something like 15,000 extra 
strokes, and the result is you rise up 
very seedy as you yourself have said,, 
with the result of a restless night.' 
He became a total abstainer with 
benefit to his health and happiness.** 

The Archbishop of Canterbury has 
been delivering a very remarkable 
series of visitation charges to clergy 
and laity at Croydon, Ashford, Ton- 
bridge, Maidstone, and other places. 
The addresses delivered by the Pri- 
mate were on various subjects, and he 
especially treated many objections to 
Christianity. The working classes 
were alluded to in the following words : 
** 1 have no fear that this scourge of 
infidelity will desolate our land. It 
is, indeed, a frightful thought, that 
numbers of our intelligent mechanics 
seem to be alienated from all religious 
ordinances ; that our secularist halls 
are well filled ; that there is an active 
propagandism at work for shaking 
belief in all creeds. Marvellous, that 
those who see vividly in their own 
experience, how unequally worldy 
good things are distributed in this 
life, and how much there is always 
in it of poverty and misery, not- 
withstanding all attempts to rege- 
nerate society by special schemes of 
socialistic reorganisation, should be 
willing to contine their hopes and 
aspirations to a life which is irresis- 
tibly hastening to its speedy con- 
clusion, and which leaves so little 
time for any one, even the most 
favoured of human beings, to enjoy 
that share of good things which the 
world can secure for him !" The Pri- 
mate might be reminded that the 
enormous wealth of the Established 
Church is one of the great stumbling 
blocks with the working classes. 



A man's nature runs either to herbs 
or weeds ; therefore, let him season- 
ably water the one, and destroy the 
other. — Bcuion, 
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BEMABEABLE HISTOBY OF MBS. 
TOOLET. 

Sir KicHABD Graddoce, a jostice of 
the peace, who was ayiolent hater and 
persecutor of the Dissenters, and who 
exerted himself to enforce all the se- 
vere laws then in existence against 
them, happened to live near Mr. Ro- 
gers, to whom he bore particular en- 
mity, and whom he wanted above all 
things to have in his power. Hearing 
that he was to preach at a place some 
miles distant, he thought it a fair 
opportunity for accomplishing his base 
design ; and in order thereto, hired 
two men to go as spies, and to take 
down the names of all the hearers 
whom they knew, that they might ap- 
pear as witnesses against both them 
and Mr. Rogers. The plan seemed 
to succeed to his wishes. These men 
brought him the names of several 
persons who were present at the meet- 
ing, and he warned such of them as 
he had a particular spite against, to- 
gether with Mr. Rogers, to appear 
Before him. Knowing the violence of 
the man, they came with trembling 
hearts, expecting to be treated with 
the utmost severity. While they were 
Waiting in the great hall, expecting to 
be called upon, a little girl about six 
or seven years of age, who was Sir 
Bichard*s granddaughter, happened 
to come into the hall. She looked at 
Mr. Rogers, and was much taken with 
his venerable appearance. He being 
n^urally fond of children, took her 
iipon his knee, and caressed her, which 
occasioned her to conceive a great 
fondness for him. At length Sir 
Hichard sent a servant to inform 
them, that one of the witnesses being 
taken ill, was unable to attend, and 
that, therefore, they must come again 
luiother day. They accordingly came 
At the time appointed, and being con- 
"^icted, the justice ordered their mit- 
timus to be written to send them all 
to prison. 

Mr. Rogers, expecting to see the 
little girl again, brought some sweet- 
ineats with him to give her. As soon 
^ she saw him she came running to 
^im, and appeared fonder of him than 
wefore. This child being a particular 



favourite of her grandfather, had got 
such an ascendancy over him that he 
oould deny her nothing ; and she pos- 
sessed such a violent spirit that she 
could bear no contradiction, so that 
she was indulged in everything she 
wanted. At one time, when she had 
been contradicted, she run a penknife 
into her arm, to the great danger of 
her life. This bad spirit, in the pre- 
sent instance, was overruled for good. 
While she was sitting on Mr. Rogers' 
knee, eating the sweetmeats, she looked 
earnestly at him, and asked, *' What 
are you here for, sir ?*' He answered, 
" I believe your grandfather is going 
to send me and my friends to jail." 
" To jail !" says she ; "Why, what have 
you done ?" ** Why, I did nothing but 
preach, and they did nothing but hear 
me." '* He shall not send you to jail,*' 
replied she. '* Ay, but my dear," said 
he, " I believe he is now making out 
our mittimus to send us all there." 
Upon this she ran up to the chamber 
where Sir Richard was, and knocked 
with her head and heels till she got in, 
and said to him, *' What are you going 
to do with my good old gentleman in 
the hall ?" ** That's nothing to you," 
said he ; " get about your business." 
" But I won't," says she : " he tells 
me that you are going to send him and 
his friends to jail ; and if you send 
them, I'll drown myself in the pond 
as soon as they are gone ; I will in- 
deed." When he saw the child thus 
peremptory, it shook his resolution, 
and induced him to abandon his mali- 
cious design. Taking the mittimus in 
his hand, he went down into the hall, 
and thus addressed these good men : — 
** I had here made out your mittimus 
to send you all to jail, as you deserve ; 
but, at my grandchild's request, I drop 
the prosecution, and set you all at 
liberty." They all bowed and thanked 
his worship. But Mr. Rogers, going 
to the child, laid his hand upon her 
head, and, lifting up his eyes to 
heaven, said, " God bless you, my dear 
child ! May the blessing of that God 
whose cause you now plead, though 
as yet you know Him not, be upon 
you in life, at death, and to all 
eternity !" He and his friends then 
went away. 

The above remarkable story was 
told by Mr. T. Rogers, the son of the 
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ejected miniBter, who had freqaeutly 
heard his father relate it with great 
pleasure; and the celebrated Mr. 
Thomas Bradbury once heard it from 
him, when he was dining at the house 
of Mrs. Tooley, an eminent Christian 
lady in London, who was distinguished 
for her religion, and for her love to 
Christ and His people ; whose house 
and table, like Lydia's, were always 
open to them. 

What follows is yet more remark- 
able, as containing a striking proof of 
the answer which was returned to 
good Mr. Bogers's prayers for this 
child, and the blessing which de- 
scended upon her who had been the 
instrument of such a deliverance for 
these persecuted servants of God. 
Mrs. Tooley had listened with uncom- 
mon attention to Mr. Rogers's story ; 
and when he had ended it, she asked 
him, '* And are you that Mr. Rogers's 
son?' He told her he was. Upon 
which she said, ** Well, as long as I 
have been acquainted with you, I 
never knew that before. And now I 
will tell you something which you do 
not know : / am the very girl your 
dear father blessed in the manner 
you have related, and it made an im- 
pression upon me which I could never 
forget." Upon this double discovery, 
Mr. Rogers and Mrs. Tooley found 
an additional tie of mutual love and 
affection ; and then he and Mr. Brad- 
bury expressed a desire to know how 
she, who had been brought up in an 
aversion to Dissenters, and to serious 
religion, now discovered such an at- 
tachment to both, upon which she 
cheerfully gave them the following 
narrative : — 

After her grandfather's death she 
became sole heiress to his estate, which 
was considerable. Being in the bloom 
of youth, and having none to control 
her, she ran into all the fashionable 
diversions of the age without any re- 
straint. But she confessed, that when 
the pleasurable scenes were over, she 
found a dissatisfaction, both with them 
and herself, that always struck a damp 
to her heart, which she did not know 
how to get rid of any other way than 
by running the same round over and 
over again ; but all was in vain. 
Having contracted some slight illness 
she thought she would go to Bath, 



hearing it was a place for pleasure as 
well as health. When she came 
thither, she was providentially led to 
consult an apothecary who was a very 
worthy and religions man. When he 
inquired what ailed her, she answered, 
*' Why, doctor, I don't ail much as to 
my body, but I have an uneasy mind 
that I cannot get rid of." *' Truly, 
Miss," said he, '* I was so till I met 
with a certain book, and that cored 
me." " Books ! " said she, ** I get all 
the books I can lay my hands on; 
all the plays, novels, and romances, I 
hear of ; but after I have read them 
my uneasiness is the same." '* That 
may be. Miss, *' and I do not wonder 
at it. But as to the book I speak of, 
I call say of it what I can say of no 
other I ever read, that I never tire in 
reading it, bat can read it again, as \i 
I had never read it before, and I 
always see something new in it." 
*• Pray, doctor," says she, *' what 
book is that ?" " Nay, Miss," answered 
he, '* that is a secret I don't tell every 
one." '* But could not I get a sight of 
that book ?" says she. •* Yes," replied 
he, *' if you speak me fair, I can help 
you to a sight of it." " Pray, then, get 
it me, doctor, and I'll give you any- 
thing you please." " Yes," said he, 
*'ifyou will promise me one thing, 
I'll bring it you ; and that is, that yon 
will read it over carefully ; and if you 
should not see much in it at first, that 
you will give it a second reading." 
She promised faithfully that she 
would. After coming two or three 
times without it, to raise her curiosity, 
he at last took it out of his pocket 
and gave it her. 

This book was the New Testament 
When she looked at it, she said, with 
a flirt, *'Pooh! I could get that at 
any time." *' Why, Miss," said he, 
"so you might; but, remember, I 
have your solemn promise that yoQ 
will read it carefully." '* Well," says 
she, ** though I never read it before, 
I'll give it a reading." Accordingly 
she began to read it, and it soon at- 
tracted her attention. She saw some- 
thing in it wherein she had a deep 
concern; but her mind now became 
ten times more uneasy than ever. 
Not knowing what to do, she soon re- 
turned to London, resolved to try 
again what the diversions there woola 
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do to dissipate her gloom. But nothing 
of this kind answered her purpose. 
She lodged at the court end of the 
town, where she had with her a female 
companion. One Sunday evening she 
had a remarkable dream, which was, 
that she was in a place of worship, 
where she heard a sermon ; but when 
she awoke she could remember no- 
thing but the text. This dream, how- 
ever, made a deep impression upon 
her mind; and the idea she had of 
the place, and of the minister's person, 
was as strong as if she had been long 
acquainted with both. On the Lord's 
day morning she told her dream to 
her companion, and said, that after 
breakfast she was resolved to go in 
quest of the place, though she should 
go from one end of London to the 
other. They accordingly set out, and 
went into several churches as they 
passed along, but none of them an- 
swered what she saw in her dream.. 
About one o'clock they found them- 
selves in the heart of the city, where 
they dined, and then set out again in 
search of this place of worship. 

Being in the Poultry about half an 
hour after two o'clock, they saw a great 
number of people going down the Old 
Jewry, ftnd she determined to see 
where tkey went. She mingled with 
the company, and they conducted her 
to the meeting-house in the Old Jewry, 
where M!r. Shower was then minister. 
As soon as she entered the door, and 
surveyed the place, she turned to her 
companion, and said, with some sur- 
prise, " This is the very place I saw 
in my dream." She had not been long 
there before she saw Mr. Shower go 
up into the pulpit, and looking at him, 
with greater surprise, she said, " This 
is the very man I saw in my dream ; 
and, if every part of it hold true, he 
will take for his text, Psalm cxvi. 7, 
• Return to thy rest, my soul, for 
the Lord hath dealt bountifully with 
thee.' " When he arose up to pray, 
she was all attention, and every sen- 
tence went to her heart. Having 
finished his prayer, he took that very 

Eassage which she had mentioned, for 
is text ; and God was pleased to make 
the discourse founded upon it the 
means of her saving conversion ; and 
thus she at last found what she had 
80 long sought elsewhere in vain — 



rest to her jsoul. And now she ob- 
tained that blessing from God, the 
Fountain of felicity, which pious Mr. 
Rogers, so many years before, had so 
solemnly and fervently implored on 
her behalf. 

CHBISTIANITY : ITS EARLY ROUTE 
TO BRITAIN. 

Thb Weekly Review of December 
6th, 1879, contains a continuance of 
a lengthy article on Presbyterianism^ 
in which are some interesting par- 
ticulars, gathered from various 
sources, relating to the early intro- 
duction of Christianity into Britain^ 
and to the route by which it travelled. 
These particulars strike down the 
proud pretensions of Rome and of 
Romanising Ritualists and priests. 
The aim of the writer is to show that 
Presbyterianism can establish a 
claim to Apostolical Succession, 
which neither Romanism nor An- 
glicanism is able to do. We leave 
this point as comparatively of small 
moment, and give prominence to the 
other points as both interesting and 
important. The statements made 
are as follow : — 

The Celts, the original inhabitants 
of Northern and Western Europe, 
called by the Greeks Keltai, by the 
Romans Galli, settled in a section of 
Asia Minor, which was styled after 
them Galatia. To this people Paul 
preached, and wrote an Epistle. 
Converts from among these Asiatic 
Celts carried the Gospel in their 
trading expeditions, and in the move- 
ments of the Roman armies, which 
were invading Britain from a. d. 43 
to 80, carried Christianity to England, 
from which sprang the Culdee Church. 
From these a succession can be 
traced to the present time. Very 
briefly the main facts are these : — 

TertuUian, a. d. 200, says, that 
'* the inaccessible parts of Britain are 
subject to Christ." The inaccessible 
parts of Britain mean Scotland. 
Subject to Christ means that Chris- 
tianity was prevalent, and had been 
introduced a good many years 
earlier, while the apostles were yet 
preaching, and before the invasion of 
Britain under Claudius, a. d. 43. 
Baronius says that Christianity was 
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carried to Britain a. d. 35» three 
years after the death of Christ. 
Greek names, Alexander and Andrew, 
were fonnd in Scotland hefore the 
invasion. The conqaest of Britain 
began a. d. 43, continued to a. d. 
80. Bat Scotland was never sub- 
dned by the Komans. During that 
campaign of forty years it would 
have been scarcely possible that 
Christians among the Eoman armies 
should not disseminate the story of 
the Cross, and even the Epistles, 
during the lives of the apostles. 
Here is Christianity in Scotland, 
and perhaps Ireland, while the 
apostles were yet preaching. Mil- 
man says, *' The early Scotch and 
Irish missionaries held an uninter- 
rupted succession of their tradition 
from the apostles." Mr. Jones says, 
" The Gospel from its first planting 
by the Apostles, was never extin- 
guished from Bntain." Stillingfleet 
says, '* If we may believe the anti- 
quaries, the Church of Scotland was 
governed by their Culdei, as they 
called their presbyters or elders, 
without any bishop over them." He 
nses the word bishop in the sense of 
prelate. Joannes Major says, '* The 
Scotch were instructed in the faith 
without any bishop, by priests and 
monks." He speaks from a Romish 
standpoint; priest, the only name 
that a Roman Catholic knew for 
minister, and monk for a churchman. 
Dr. D'Aubigne says, ** Their candi- 
dates were ordained to the ministry 
by the laying on of hands of the 
elders, after the apostolic manner." 
Archbishop Ussher says, *' St. 
Patrick founded three hundred and 
sixty- five churches, ordained three 
hundred and sixty-live bishops, and 
three thousand elders.'* There was 
one bishop to about ten elders. 

Now when you remember that a 
theological seminary was established 
on the island of lona about A. d. 560, 
which sent out its missionaries for a 
century or more over England, 
Norway, and other countries, long 
before the Romish Church was 
shaped into Popery; and by what 
strategy the Romish Church finally 
gained the ascendancy; that when it 
was established in Scotland, it was 
the forcible act of the Government, 



and not the choice of the people; 
that when it was established it had 
to be done by an importation of 
rulers from France; how from the 
earliest time that people had been 
characterised by their desperate 
struggles against a foreign rehgion, 
and how, when the choice was given 
them, they flew to their beloved 
Presbyterianism again, there seems 
to be no doubt that, through the 
Scottish Church, Presbyterianism ia 
traced by an uninterrupted succession 
up to New Testament days. It is 
one of the honours of the Presbyterian 
Church that she has not been under 
the necessity of seceding from the 
Great Apostasy. She stood, by a 
desperate and forlorn struggle, in the 
valleys of Piedmont and of Scotland, 
successfully against the absorption. 

With such historical testimonies 
as these before us, we may treat with 
utter contempt the impudent claims 
of the Papacy and of upstart priest- 
lings, to despotic authority derived 
by a successional line from the 
apostles. They are playing a des- 
perate game; and with all their 
boastful anticipations of success, are 
destined to defeat and scorn. Oar 
only hope respecting them is that 
they may come to see their folly and 
wickedness, to confess their wrong- 
ness of heart and life to the Lord, to 
sue for mercy, and to cast themselves 
upon the one only Sacrifice for the 
sin of the world. 



CHINA : A BEVOLUTION 
AMONG ITS IDOLS AND THEIB 
WOBSHIPPEBS. 

The province of Shantung, in the 
north-east of China, has had a 
remarkable visitation of grace. The 
missionaries who for four or five 
years had to endure the " frosts of 
scorn and hatred," found themselves 
suddenly set down in the "warm 
sunshine of respect, appreciation and 
love." At Shih Chia Tang an idol- 
temple has been formally cleansed, 
and made over to " the Church of 
Christ for the purpose of fitting np a 
meeting-house for the public preach- 
ing of the sacred doctrine, and for 
establishing a public school, that the 
youth of the village may become 



OHOIOE SBLEOTIONS. 



845 



virtuons, and a benefit to fatnre 
: generations." The Rev. A. H. 
Smith, of the American Board, thus 
describes the scene at the funeral of 
tlie gods : — 

** When I reached there about noon, 
I found the work finished, and both 
temples empty. They began work at 
dark, and finished about midnight. 
Like the comrades of Sir John 
Moore, ' they buried them darkly at 
dead of night.' But there were no 
' sods ' to turn ; for it fell out that a 
long cavity was found, washed out 
by the water, into which they were 
plunged headlong, and thus, dust as 
they were, they returned to dust. 
The idols often cost enormous sums ; 
because the clay is of a peculiar kind, 
the materials expensive, such as oil, 
etc., especially the gilding. More- 
over, it is usual to subscribe a 
certain amount of silver, which is 
incorporated in the body of the 
image, and becomes perhaps his 
'heart. In demolishing the gods, 
their hearts were not found right; 
and in place of the lungs of silver, 
was found a chunk of pewter. Thus 
the delusions of idol- worship were 
.fitly typified in the frauds of the idol- 
makers. ' They that make them are 
like unto them.' It was suitable 
that SQch divinities should end their 
career by sepulture in a gutter!" 

What is the cause of this change? 
The answer of those who have wit- 
nessed it is without hesitation — The 
Famine, and the impression made by 
the Belief organised in Europe and 
America, and administered by the 
missionaries. What medical mis- 
sions have done on a smaller scale for 
years, that the Famine Belief is afiect- 
ing rapidly, and among millions ; con- 
vincing the people of the disinterested 
desire of Christians for their good, 
and disposing them towards a religion 
which bears such fruits. 

Colporteurs among the people are 
preaching to them the glorious Gospel 
of the blessed God, and are wonder- 
fully successful. The famine has 
reduced the people to a wretched 
plight ; but all the more welcome to 
them is the Word of Life and Grace. 
At the fairs, a colporteur has only to 
take up a position in some busy or 
conspicuous place, to ensure being 



seen and heard by hundreds of people. 
— Report of the British and Foreign 
Bible Society for 1879, Pp. 166-8. 



THE WATER DEVASTATION AT 
ST. KITT'S. 

About two-thirds of the once thriving 
town of Basseterre is said to be in 
ruins. The superintendent of the Mo- 
ravian Mission in the island, writing 
on Jan. 16, says: — The floods came 
down, not at all in the usual water- 
courses, but simply in one great and 
wide-spread sheet from all sides, over- 
spreading the whole valley, and rush- 
ing with the greatest fury. Divided 
by our premises, it went down over 
the whole town {Basseterre), meeting 
in a furious whirlpool below us. Sud- 
denly, without any warning for the 
people to save themselves or their 
property, the houses thickly congre- 
gated below us were broken up or 
swept off bodily with their inhabitants. 
The night was pitch-dark, and the 
rain pouring in torrents. None could 
render assistance : the shrieks were 
heartrending. Small cottages were 
instantly destroyed; but large and 
substantial houses were taken up 
bodily, and either broken to pieces by 
being bumped and hurled about, or car- 
ried out to sea. Some were seen going 
down at an immense speed, with the 
people in them, and their lamp burn- 
ing. One went out to sea on fire, the 
lamp having exploded. 

On January 24th the missionary 
writes : In the mountains we can see 
the yawning ravines that have been 
scooped out from their sides ; from all 
sides and from entirely new water- 
courses the flood has come upon us. 
In some of these the water has been 
running in a stream from ten to fif- 
teen feet deep, and about 300 yards in 
width. Up to the present time we 
are sure of 242 dead and missing. 
Ninety- two bodies have thus far been 
recovered here, and seventeen have 
floated to St. Eustatius. Most likely 
there are still many bodies undis- 
covered in several parts of the town, 
deeply buried in the sand and mud. 
It is remarkable that all who have 
perished, with the exception of one 
old woman, are the young, strong, and 
hale. The old and feeble, some of 
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tliem alone in their cottages, have 
been left, sheltered by some floating 
mins or lumber. An old and bed- 
ridden helper, with his aged wife and 
daughter, in a small cottage situate 
in tiie most extreme danger, gave 
themselves up for lost ; but the an- 
sels just took their cottage, and float- 
ing it on the water backward, fas- 
tened it between an old wall and a 
large house, while everything in their 
neighbourhood, with ail alive within, 
was carried forward. The three in the 
smaU cottage were not even aware that 
they were floating. Thirty persons 
belonging to the writer's congregation 
have lost their lives. Under these 
distressing circumstances the mis- 
sionaries appeal for help. — Evangdioal 
Christendom for March, 1880, p. 87. 



DUTY THE IMPELLING MOTIVE 
OF LIVINGSTONE. 

"25tA October (1870.)— Banebarre. 
In this journey I have endeavoured 
to follow with unswerving fidelity the 
line of duty. My course has been an 
even one ; turning neither to the right 
hand nor to the left, though my route 
has been tortuous enough. All the 
hardships, hunger, and toil were met 
with the full conviction that I was 
right in persevering to make a com- 
plete work of the exploration of the 
Nile. Mine has been a calm, hopeful 
endeavour to do the work that has 
been given me to do, whether I suc- 
ceed or whether I fail. The prospect 
of death in pursuing what I knew to 
be right, did not make me veer to one 
side or the other. I had. a strong 
presentiment during the first three 
years that I should never live through 
the enterprise ; but it weakened as I 
came near to the end of the journey : 
and an eager desire to discover any 
evidence of the great Moses having 
visited these parts, bound me, spell- 
bound me, I may say : for if I could 
bring to light anything to confirm the 
Sacred Oracles, I should not grudge 
one whit all the labour expended. I 
have to go down to the C^tral Lua- 
laba or Webb's Lake Kiver, then up 
the Western or Young's Lake Kiver, 
to Katanga head waters, and then 
retire. I pray that it may be to my 
native home." 



A FACT FOB THE LOCAL 

PBEACHERS AND ITINERATDia 

MINISTERS OF ENGLAND. 

The Report of the British and Foreign 
Bible Society for 1879, page 86, gives 
the following statement from one of 
its humble workers in Norway : '* I 
came to Gudal's parish, situated in a 
mountain valley, where the clergy- 
man gave notice of my arrival. The 
minister of this parish has no less 
than five fjords to cross when he 
wishes to preach. It has happened 
in winter that he could neither drive 
nor row, owing to ice ; so that the 
congregation has been obliged to go 
without a sermon for fourteen or six- 
teen weeks." 

Let such a fact as this be pondered 
by those who complain of having to 
walk half-a-dozen miles to an appoint- 
ment. Suppose they had to cross as 
many arms of the sea as the clergy- 
man of this Norwegian parish every 
time they had to preach, would they 
not turn cowardly, and abandon the 
work? 



ALDEBMAN TATHAM, OF LEEDS. 

This gentleman, having been elected 
Mayor of Leeds, said, in addressing 
the Town Council, that he had felt 
some hesitation in accepting the post,. 
and his misgivings arose regarding 
the social duties which he shoold 
have to perform. But if the people 
of Leeds wanted for their Mayor a 
Quaker and a teetotaller of strong 
convictions, who would lead them for 
the next twelve months in a line of 
self-denial, sobriety, and economy 
with efficiency, he dared not and could 
not refuse the office. — Weekly Review t 
Nov. 15, 1879. 

^^enomenH of t\t Pmit|r8. 

NOVEMBEB. 
NovEMBEB, the eleventh month o^ 
the Julian year, was the ninth in the 
year of Romulas, whence it received 
its name. Tliis name was assigned 
to it in the Alban Calendar. It 
originally consisted of thirty days, 
which were continued by Bomolos 
and Numa. Julius Caesar gave it 
another day, bat Augustus reduced it 
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again to thirty, and this nnmher it 
has ever since retained. 

Our Saxon ancestors called Novem- 
ber Blot'Monath (blood month), the 
month of sacrifice, because at this 
season the heathen Saxons made a 
provision for winter, and ofifered in 
sacrifice many of the animals which 
were then killed. This is distinctly 
stated in an ancient account of the 
Saxon months, printed in Hicke*s 
Thesaurus (vol. i., p. 219). It was 
common at this season to slaughter 
oxen, sheep, hogs, &c., for the use of 
the ensuing winter. The stock of 
salted meat prepared at this time was 
to last through the winter months, 
till vegetation came again sufficiently 
forward, to enable them to resume the 
use of fresh provisions. Some notion 
of the vast extent to which the opu- 
lent provided for themselves and their 
retainers at this season may be formed 
from the contents of the larder of the 
elder Spencer, in 1327, which, in the 
month of May, contained the car- 
cases of eighty salted beeves, five 
hundred bacons, and six hundred 
muttons, the reliques of the winter 
provisions. 

Martlemass, or Martinmas beef, 
onred about the festival of St. Martin, 
the 11th of this month, was a pro- 
vision formerly well, and in some 
places, still known. The Spanish 



proverb, ^* The Martinmas is coming,, 
when we shall be all hogs alike," 
alludes to the slaughter of some at 
this period. 

The sun rises this month on the 
1st at fifty-six minutes after six, and 
sets at thirty- one minutes after four. 
On the last day the sun rises at forty- 
five minutes after seven, and sets at 
fifty-three minutes after three. Hence 
the day shortens this month forty- 
nine minutes in the morning, and 
thirty-six minutes in the evening. 

New moon on the 2nd at fifty-five 
minutes after three in the afternoon, 
and is full on the 16th at thirty -nine 
minutes after eight in the afternoon. 

Jupiter and Venus are evening stara 
during this month. 

The month begins on a Monday, 
and ends on a Tuesday. 

"Ferceiy'st thou not the process of the 
year, 

How the f onr aeasona in f onr f onus appear 

Like hnman life in every shape they wear ; 

Spring first, like infancy, shoots out her 
head, 

With milky juice requiring to be fed. 

Proceeding onward, whence the year be- 
gan, 

The sonuner grows adnlt, and ripens into 
man; 

Antmnn succeeds, a sober, tepid age. 

Nor froze with fear, nor boilmg into rage ; 

Last, winter creeps along with tardy pace, 

Sour is his front, and furrowed is his f ace.'^ 

Dry den^ from Ovid, 
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FBESIDENT'S LETTEB.— No. 5. 

Aylesbury, Oct. 14. 

Mt Deab Bbo. Sims. — I am still 
reminding the dear Methodist people 
of the Fact that there are some one 
hundred and fifty-two dear old men, 
sick and poor, who need their sym- 
pathy and help ; and that I want to 
do more for them, and I want them 
to help me to do it, and I am pleased 
to say, there are dear, warm, loving 
hearts, amidst all their special calls 
upon their purse for home work, who 
have nobly responded to my appeals 
for help. I have much pleasure in 
sei^ding you a cheque for ^21 10s. I 



still hope to do better. The following 
are the names. I ask the dear old 
men everywhere to pray for these 
noble donors. 

£ s. d. 
Mrs. A. B., of Weedon ... 1 
Mr. Charles Surman, Wilton 10 
Mr. E. Pethybridge,Launces- 

ton 2 2 

Joseph J. Htts, Esq., South- 
ampton ... •■• ... 3 3 
Mr. W. Spearman, Plymouth 10 
J. Olegg, Esq., Portsmouth 10 d 
Mr. C. Dear, Ventnor, Isle 

of Wight 10 

Mrs. Dearlove, Higham Park 5 
John Barratt, Esq., Southsea 5 _,0^ 
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Mr. B. Marqnand, Gaemsey 5 
John Allen and Sons, Ivy- 
bridge, Plymoath ... 1 1 
Devas, Boalledge and Go. 10 6 
Mr. F. A.Hendy, Southamp- 
ton ... ... ... 5 

James Becket, Lowestoft ... 10 

Mr.E. Kinter,Hyde ...0 5 

Hon. Msmbebs. 

John Mann, Esq., 136, Ken- 

nington Road 1 1 

M. A. Ballard, Chichester 110 

Joseph Loosely, Esq., Ris- 
borough 1 1 

Frederick J. Mann, Esq., 17, 
Essex Street 1 1 



£21 1 
Yours truly, 

Charles S. Madder. 

P.S. — ^I have also to report that 
Bro. J. Mason and myself attended a 
public meeting at Swindon, John H. 
Mason, Esq., in the chair. We 
were well supported by the superin- 
tendent, Bev. Seth Dixon. Took tea 
with the brethren at their tea meet- 
ing, after which the public meeting, 
when six new benefit members joined; 
also obtained two new hon. members. 
Meeting small, but collections good. 
Have other meetings to report, but 
will leave it till my next. 

New Hon. Members since our last 
issue : — Mr. A. Ballard, Chichester ; 
Mr. W. Champness, Manchester. 



PASTOKAL VISITATION. 

To the Editor of the Local Preachers' 
Magazine. 

Dear Brethren, — The common wail 
among all the churches is, ** We want 
more Pastoral Visitation,*' even if we 
get less preaching, and the Macedo- 
nian call thus expressed is right, and 
agreeable to Acts v. 42, where the 
Apostolic ministry appears equally 
to have been made up of house to 
house visits, as well as by the preach- 
ing to congregations. 

Accepting this then, as well as our 
Saviour's plan (Luke x. 1, 2) as the 
model to go by, I would hereby urge 
on all my brother locals the desira- 
bility of extending our service in this 
particular direction, either by a regu- 



lar and systematic canvass, or some 
general plan of work. 

For myself, I can only say I do not 
wish to preach what I do not prac- 
tise, and therefore every Lord's Day 
I plan myself (at least) two houses 
to visit at the stations I am appointed 
to, or if a rest Sabbath, two or more 
on that day also. In this way over 
100 visits are made every year, and I 
often find more blessing and fruit in 
this department of work than the 
pulpit engagement. 

If, then, our great body of locals 
would but attempt this tiny effort in 
the Lord's name, hundreds of thoa- 
sands of visits could be paid every 
year. Very often it would be found 
not a prayer would go up to God in 
the house or family but for such a 
visit as I describe. 

Let us make no selection, except- 
ing that isolated places, or infirm 
persons, should have our first con- 
sideration. I conceive that even fur- 
ther extension and development of 
this work could be performed; but 
let us do our part by this, or any im- 
proved plan that other brethren may 
give us, ^through this our Magazine. 

I am, truly, 
John Wesley Barnett, 
Stickland, Local Secretary. 

Oct. 11, 1880. 



GENERAL COMMITTEE. 

The monthly meeting was held at 
the OfiSce, 24, Bedford Street, Strand, 
on Monday, October 11th, 1880. 

Tea was provided at the charge of 
Bro. Amphlett, by Sister Sims, Sister 
Johnson kindly assisting at the 
table. 

The following brethren were pre- 
sent : President, Ex-President, Trea- 
surer, Honorary and General Secre- 
taries, Amphlett, Plant, Durley, 
Johnson, Wright, Northcroft, Hard- 
ing, Bowron, Glapham, S unman, 
Benson, Wardley, Harvey, Cropper, 
and Parker. 

Before rising from table the Presi- 
dent said he was pleased to welcome 
so many brethren to the new offices, 
and was glad to meet Brother Bowron 
once more upon earth, and hoped 
that he would have a prosperous voy- 
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age, and enjoy God's blessing on the 
other side of the world. This Asso- 
ciation would miss him, many breth- 
ren individually would feel his loss ; 
but it was no doubt in the order of 
God's good providence, and all would 
be well. He firmly believed that " all 
things worked together for good to 
them that love God." The brethren 
had had prepared an album contain- 
ing their portraits, and an address to 
Brother Bowron on his leaving Eng- 
land, which would now be read. 

The Honorary Secretary read the 
address, as follows : — 

" To Mb. William Bowron. 
" Dear Brother, — The General Com- 
mittee of the Wesleyan Methodist 
Local Preachers' Mutual-Aid Asso- 
ciation have heard with deep concern 
that you are about to proceed to New 
Zealand ; and they cannot allow you 
to leave old England without convey- 
ing to you an expression of their high 
esteem and love in a fraternal fare- 
well ; and also begging your accept- 
ance of the accompanying Album, 
which contains the portraits of the 
officers, trustees, and committee of 
the Association. 

** They recognise the fact that you 
were one of the first to see the neces- 
sity for such an Association as theirs 
in Methodism; and that your hand 
signed the notice calling the first 
meeting of brethren in London for its 
formation. 

** ThejgratefuUyremember how much 
it has owed to your powerful eloquence 
in its behalf, and to your generous 
contributions to its funds, during the 
thirty years that have since elapsed. 
And they thankfully acknowledge 
that, under the blessing of Almighty 
God, its present prosperity is mainly 
owing to your exertions, and to those 
of brethren likeminded with yourself. 
They have also a pleasant remem- 
brance of the genial hospitality shown 
to them at the monthly meetings by 
Mrs. Bowron and yourself ; nor will 
this be forgotten until they sit down 
with you in the kingdom of heaven. 

" They pray that the blessing of 
the Lord of heaven and of earth may 
be with you during your voyage to the 
other side of the world ; and long as 
you may live there, that you and 
yours may enjoy that * blessing which 



maketh rich, and to which no sorrow 
is added.' 

" Signed on behalf of the General 
Committee, this 11th October, 1880. 
' Charles S. Maddeb, President. 
J. Milsom, Ex-President. 
John Carter, Treasurer. 
Thos. Chamberlain, Hon. Sec. 
George Sims, General Sec* ** 

Brothers Amphlett, Milsom, Car- 
ter, Wardley, and Sunman expressed 
their high appreciation of Brother 
Bowron's character and Christian 
work, their regret at parting from 
him, and their best wishes for his 
prosperity and happiness. 

Brother Bowron replied as well as 
he could for tears, and promised to 
write occasionally to his brethren. 

A hymn was then sung, and Bros. 
Durley and the President offered 
prayer. 

The usual monthly business was 
then transacted. 

The minutes were read and con- 
firmed. 

The monthly statement showed 
receipts, £136 2s. 5d; payments, 
je283 6s. 5cl. New members, 8. 
Deaths, 2. Sick, 102. Annuitants, 
152. Total receipts from branches 
since audit in May, £1,187 10s. 3d; 
payments, ^930 2s. 8d. 

Bills for rent, gas fittings, shelves, 
table, counter, brass plate, &c., 
£18 15s., were ordered to be paid. 

Honorary Secretary handed in ^1, 
being balance of last ofQce furniture 
account. 

It was resolved — That the best 
thanks of the Committee be given to 
Brothers Amphlett and Johnson for 
their successful labour in preparing 
the Album ; and to Brother Wardley 
for his gift of a tea service, and for 
his care in removing our goods to the 
new offices. 

It was also resolved — That Brother 
William Bowron be appointed an 
honorary corresponding member of 
committee for New Zealand, as an 
expression of our love and confidence, 
and as a precedent for the appointment 
of other such honorary corresponding 
members in other colonies and depen- 
dencies of this empire. And that this 
resolution be specially reported to the 
next annual meeting, according to 
rules 13 and 14. 



B50 



innruAL-ATD assooiatioh bepobter. 



A letter from Eeighley corrected 
the age of a brother aboat to enter 
from 66 to 58 years. His entrance 
fee was reduced accordingly. 

Brother H. H., of S., aged 62, a 
local preacher thirty-nine years, ap- 
plied for an annuity ; he is a breaker 
of stones on the highway at Ss. a 
week when able to work. He has a 
wife aged 61, and six children. He 
fell down in a fit while breaking 
stones, and has been ill ever since. 
A letter was read from the superin- 
tendent of the circuit certifying to the 
facts, and to the excellence of the 
brother's character. 

Bro. J. B., of W., aged 64, a local 
preacher forty- five years. Has a 
wife aged 51, and five children, who 
are unable to help him. He is a 
labourer, who used to earn 14s. a 
week, but being now disabled by sick- 
ness can only earn a few shillings 
occasionally. One testimonial of 
him said that " he, by the grace of 
Ood, has led many souls to Jesus, 
although not much of a preacher." 

Bro. J. H., of C, aged 70 years, a 
local preacher twenty-seven years, 
wife aged 62, two children, sixteen 
grandchildren. Has been a farm 
labourer ; sufifers from palpitation of 
the heart, and receives 2s. 6d. per 
week from the parish as outdoor 
relief. 

Five shillings a week were voted 
to each of these three brethren. 

Sister B. of T., aged 69, is the 
widow of an annuitant who was a 
dealer in rags and bones. Friends 



there promise to supplement our gift, 
so that her bread may be sore and 
sufficient. 

Half-a-crown a week was voted to 
her. 

A new branch was sanctioned at 
Witney, the members to pay a uni- 
form entrance fee of 10s. each. 

A letter from Luton requested the 
services of Brother Waddy and the 
Honorary Secretary in February next. 

The next meeting was fixed to be 
held at Bro. John Wade*s, Mitcham, 
on Wednesday, 10th November. 

Bro. Johnson closed the meeting 
with prayer. 



DEATHS. 

Sept. 18, 1880. J. H. Bzown, Don- 
caster Branch, aged 36 years. Death 
resulted from congestion of l^e langa 
He was sensible to the last, saying, "I 
have a ticket for the better hmd." He 
requested those who were with him to 
sing the Doxology, and " Safe in the 
arms of Jesus,*' and during the singing 
he passed away. Claim £8. 

Sept. 12, 1880. R. Beeching, Maid- 
stone Branch, aged 70 years. Said to 
be *' a grand old man." The greater 
part of his life was spent in the Ecnrioe 
of the Master, and ** verily he has his 
reward." 

Oct. 12, 1880. Thomas SununersideB, 
Belper Branch, aged 73 years. He 
had been nearly blind the last three 
years of his life, which rendered him 
incapable of following any employ- 
ment. He sweetly fell asleep in Jesns. 
Claim £8. 



CASH RECEIVED BY THE GENERAL TREASURER to Oct. 15th, 1880< 
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Widnes — ••• 

Warrington^^T. J. Wild, hm, £1 

Sixth London—'Mx. T. H. Richard, hm. £1 Is ... 

Juntastons ••> •■• ... ... .*• ... 

JVednesbury — Mr. T. H. Oorle, hm. £1 Is 

Xdskeavd \st ... ... ... ... ••. 

jStclAjOtA ... .. > ■•* ... ••• ••• 

Exeter Hall^'M.r, Bowron, hm. £1 Is; Mrs. Bowron, hm. 
£1 Is ; Rev. A. McAnlay, hm. £1 Is C£3 3s). The fol- 
lowing per President: — Mr. G. F. Brookes, £1 ; Mr. J. 
C. Clark, M.P., £ 1 Is; Mr. J. Daniels, £l Is; E. A. N., 
5s; Mrs. Farnworth, £5 ; Mr. W. George, £1 Is ; Gold 
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ohain and Seal, £3 Ss; Measrs. Hyde and Co., £2 28 ; 

Mr. J. R. W., £1 la; Mr. B.J. Lovett, 5b ; Mr. W. 0. 

Biyett, £1 la; Mr. W. G. Sayera, 10a; Mr.B.Sonthoomb, 

£2; Mr. T. Walker, £1 (£20 11a) ... 
■Oatethead — Mr, W. Brown, hm. J.P., £6 ... ... 

-»fa<f»«K— Collection at Abney, Sa ; Ditto at Caatleton, 

148 8d ... ••• ••• ••• ••• ••• 

Soughto7^U-SpHng--Oo\\!&(Mim at Honghton, £2 18a ... 

Newport (MonJ—Mx, G. Baker, ho. 10a 6d; Mr. H. Collier, 
hm. qly. 68 3d ; Mr. B. Daviea, hm. (2 qrs.) lOa 6d; Mr. 
W. Edwarda, hm. qly. Sa 8d... 

Sexha/mt \%t ... ••• ••• ••• 
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Soarhorough** •«. ••• ••• 

J?bW— Mr. Taylor, qly. 28 6d ... 

BentJtam Roady Oateshead 
Ouemsey — ^Mra. Biohard, ho. lOa 

Kifieton M. ... ••• ••• 

Vleokheaton .». ••• ••• ••• 

Congletoi^ ... ••• ••• ••• 

JDevizffs •.. ••• ••• ••• 

Northampton 2nd 

Kendal ... ••• •- ••' 

Deptford and Woolwich — ^Mr. A. Coldwell, 38 

SouthpOTt ••• ••• ••• ••• 

Towcester lit ... ••• ••• 

Stockton-on-Tees ••• 

CJhelica ••• .•• ••• ••• 

Ketteri/ng ••. ••• ••• ••• 

Shipley ••• ••• ••• ••• 

Stourport ... ••• ••• ••• 

Sa/mstaple ... ••• ••• ••• 

Settle »•• ... ••• ••• 

Taunton ... ••- ••• ••• 

Ckvnston ••• .•• ••• ••• 

S^fitalfields ..• ••• ••• ••• 

Jjoigh (Lane.) ••• ••• •«. 

Wantage —Mx, B. Church, hm. £2 28 ... 

Scxhain 2nd •.* ••• ••• 

Thame •»> ••• ••• ••• 

Jiiidsomer Norton 

Sherbum ••• ••• ••• ••• 

Skipton ... ••• ••• ••• 

Melhsham-^Sx. Campbell, 5a; Mr. Pontin, 28 6d; Mr. 

Wakefield, 5b 
Wellington ... ••" ••• 

JDoncatter ... ... ... 

J^enzance ... ••• ••• 

Chatteris 2nd 

Camelford ••. ••• •— 

IjUiton ... •*. ... 

Monmouth ... 

Towcester 2nd ... ... 

£laehlnim—TAx . A. Goodare, hm. £\ la ; Mr, W. Tattersall, 

hm. £ 1 1s; Collection at Biahton, £1 10s 8d; Ditto at West 

Harwood, 16b 7d ... ... ••• •»• 

St» Agnes ... ... ••• ••• ••• **• 

Swindon — Collection at Public Meeting, £2 158 ... 

Dunstable — ^Mr. G. Jones, hm. £1 la ... 

Lincoln — Mr. C. Akrill, 58; Mr. CoUingham, hm. J.P., 

£1 Is ; Mr. Norton, he. 10s ; Mr. J. C. Witton, 58 ; Mr. 

Duckling, qly. 58 3d 
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Morpeth 

LUkeard 2nd 

Shotley Bridge 

Southampton 

Hereford 

Sheerness 

Dawley 

Barmley — ^Mr. Bell, 58; Mr. Broomball, 6s; Mr. Emsley, 

2% 6d; Mr. Hargreaves, 5s ; Mr. Lanoaster, hm. £1 Is ; 

Mr. Baley, 28 6d ; Mr. Bymer, 28 6d ; Mr. Woodcock, 

^8 OCL '•* *•• «.i .•• .■• ••. 

Sigh Wycombe ... ... ... ... ... 

Pateley Bridge — ^Mr. B. Eskholme, qly. 2s 6d ... 

t/tvooceter ... ... ... ... ... ... 

Shepton Mallet — Mr. W. Haine, hm. £1 10s 

^i-iMover ... ... ... «.. ... ... 

jjrvjfieirtb ... •*• •*. ••. ... ... 

Leeds — Mr. T. Ibbitson, h.m. £1 

Manchester ^^10, W. Ghampntiss, hm. £1 Is; Bro. W. F. 

Gibson, he. lOs; Bro. T. Hallam, hm. qly. 58 3d; Mr. F. 

Mason, ho. lOs ; Mr. W. H. Marrison, 28 6d; Mf. W. 

Simpson, he. lOs •>. .*• 

Birmingham Ut — Mr. M. Butcher, hm. £1 Is ; Mr. W. H. 

Hart, hm. £1 Is ... ... ... ... ... 

c/ross Xizcu ... ... ... *.• ... ... 

Tamworth—TTo^t on Tea, 4s 5d; Collection, £1 13s 9d; 

Mr. B. Winfield, 5s 

Jjltyviv ••* ••. *•. ... ... ... 

jtiocniesier ... •.. ... ... ... ... 

Burton-on^lS-ent — Mr. D. Bassett, 5s; Mr. S. B. Deayille, 5s 
Stourbridge ... ... 

Forest of Dean 

St, Columb ... 

Preston (Lane) 

Blaadford—B^v, W. J. Chant, 2s 6d 

Dover ... ... ... 

Leek — Mr. C. Fisher, 6s 
Runcorn ... ... ... 

Peterborough \st 

Frome 

joeLper ... ... ... 

Launceston— Mr. J. Dingley,hm. qly. 7s 6d ; Mr. B. Pethy- 

bridg^e, hm. qly. 7s 6d 
Braokley—HilLr. McEey, hm. qly. 5s 8d; Bro. Barrett, Penny 

Preaching, £1 14s ... 
juansjieid «•• ... ... ... ... ... 

Bromsgrove — Mr. Gardner, 28 ; Mr* W. Griffin, 5s; Mrs. M. 

Haines, 2s... 
Hayle 
Crow ford 
Howden — Public Meeting, i,l 12s; Mr. Armatage, lOs; Mrs. 

Coulson, 2s; Mrs. Fentiman, 2s 6d; Mr. Gelder, 2s 6d; 

Mr. Scott, 28; Mr. Wake, 28 
Southwark and Lambeth^^i. B. Wheen, hm. (per Bro. 

Pigg), £1 >•• ... ... ... ... 

6h-eat Queen Street— Jyc, B. T. Smith, hm. £1 Is 

Bristol -^S. H., 2s 6d for the Poor Old Hundred (per Bro. 

Maynard) ... 
Einde Street — Mrs. Davies, hm. £1 Is; Mr. P. Sims, 58 ; 

Mr. F. Squire, ho. 10s 6d 
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AN APPEAL TO OUR BENEFIT MEMBERS ON BEHALF OF 

THEIR OWN MAGAZINE. 

Deab Bbethben, — Your Magazine has now completed its Thirtieth 
Yolnme. The principal conductor for the first fourteen years is not now 
an inhabitant of earth. The conductors for the last sixteen years are 
still able to tlse the pen, and their work is still, as hitherto it has been, a 
^< Labour of Lore." No salary is attached to their office; nothing 
ia paid for contributions, and yet from month to month the Maga- 
zine has regularly appeared. While we have been at work — and working 
hard too — early and late, to serre the Association in this department, 
what hare you done ? 

The last Report gi?es 2,659 benefit members, and 796 hon. members. 
The hon. members have the Magazine gratis. There is little doubt that 
a large number of those called benefit members have neither receiy^d nor 
intend receiying any benefits from the Association. The circulation of 
the Magazine for the present year has been under- 2,500. Take 796 
for hon. members, and we haye 1,704. left to circulate among the 2,659 
benefit members. This leayes 955 who do not take the Magazine, sup- 
posing its ciroulation were confined to our owmberB ; but this is not the 
case. In the branch in which we reside, upwards of two dozen are sold 
monthly. Not more than two of these are taken by Local Preachers. 

It may be said that the articles in the Magazine are not such as to 
eomueiid thems^yes to the tastes and wants of Local Preachers. We 
think we may challenge the objector to find a periodical, at the cost of 
Twopence, better suited for the class than that which we supply, which 
bears their own name, '' The Local Preachers' Magazine,** Supposing the 
Magazine cannot claim support from those members who do not receiye 
any benefits from the Funds of the Association, what is to be said of the 
840 who haye drawn in sick pay upwards of Jgl,100, and the 150 annui- 
tants who haye receiyed upwards of £1,200 the last year ? Have they 
all giyen back twopence a month in the purchase of their own Magazine T 
We think not. Will the Secretaries of the yarious branches make the 
inquiry ? 

When we look at the untiring and expensiye efforts put forth by many 
of our brethren on behalf of the Association, and especially by our present 
President, as by most of those who haye preceded him in that office, it 
does seem strange that those who benefit by the Association should look 
on, and do nothing ; not eyen spend twopence a pionjth in the purchase 
of their own Magazine, We hope this reproach will be for eyer rolled 
away, and that eyery benefit member will uot only take the Magazine 
himself, but do his utmost to promote its circulation. 

The Magazine is published monthly, j)rice Twopence, by the Association^ 
At their own Office,, 24, Bedford Street, Strand, and may be had at the 
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Conference Office, No. 2. Castle Street, City Boad, and 66, Paternoster 
Bow, and of all booksellers ; or for 2s. 6d. in stamps sent to the Office, 
the Magazine will be sent for twelve months. 



DISHONESTY AND PULPIT FIDELITY. 

We are bonnd to admit that the sin of dishonesty is rery common ; that 
it is foand in what is called *' good society ;" that it is practised widely in 
repntable business circles ; and, worst of all, it is not excluded from 
the Church. We will not undertake to describe the yarious forms of 
this sin. They are legion. A thousand practices which in e£fect and 
in principle are really dishonest, are indulged in and justified on the false 
plea (shall we say also under the false impression ?) that they are at 
least allowable if not absolutely right. The doubt we haye just intunated 
arises from the conviction that in all minds there is an instinctiye sense 
of justice, which in all ordinary cases will show a man what he owes to 
his neighbour ; and hence that those views which allow some men to 
engage in really dishonest practices, are themselves dishonest views ; are, 
in fact, not their real opinions, but are suggested by a dishonest motire 
or else are the pretensions of downright hypocrisy. They always side 
with self, never against self: and hence may very properly be suspected, 
as not mere errors of judgment, but the dictates of covetoasness. 

It is the office of the ministry to dissect these forms of sin, and lay 
open the gangrene to the eye of conscience. But many of them are so 
complicated, so specious, so plausible in the defences set np for them, so 
interwoven with the usages of society and business, so delicate in their 
relations to character and hidden motive, and not seldom so protected 
by the enactments of human law, and so artfully covered np, tiiat it is 
very far from being an easy task to bring out clearly and distinctly the 
element of dishonesty. Many cases are indeed beyond the reach of pnlpit 
discussion. The sin lies in the details, and the details cannot be folly 
described. 

The true and legitimate method, undoubtedly, is to teach clearly and 
strongly the principles of honesty as these are inculcated in the Word of 
God, and especially as imprinted on the heart by the Qospel. For ex- 
ample, and indeed with emphasis, our people should be taught that honesty 
means a rigid and exact adherence to justice and right. The spirit of the 
times favours a sort of looseness of practice in all things, even the most 
sacred and of the most positive obligation ; and the prevalent idea is that 
a partial and approximate obedience to Ood is genuine obedience. A 
man is truthful, though he exaggerates or flatters ; a man keeps the 
€abbath, though he travels a few hours at its beginning or at its close ; 
B man is chaste, though he makes unclean aUnsions, or amuses his com- 
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panions with witty and ynlgar anecdotes ; and so a man is honest, though 
he takes a little advantage and makes a little gain oat of the ignorance i 
or crednlity, or misfortunes of his neighbour, and though he simply risks 
the property of others entrusted to his care. 

Now we confess we do not understand how such practices can be justi- 
fied, and especially these forms of so-called honesty. Our idea is that 
the least deflection from strict justice is so far a dishonesty. It is equally 
evident that people need to be taught that human law is not a sufficient 
guide in moral conduct. We rejoice that the laws of men in so many 
instances are based upou the law of God. But we should remember that our 
legislators are fallible men. And it is not to be denied that very much 
of the legislation of modern times, if not intended to be in the interest of 
dishonesty, is at least capable of very dishonest uses. And it is also 
plain that a man may obey literally every law of the land, so as to be un- 
impeachable by the civil courts, and yet be a thief. And yet thousands 
have no other, certainly no higher, standard in their dealings with their 
fellow-men than the law of the land. Whatever is legal is allowable. If 
they can escape lawfully the payment of their debts, they can do so 
with out self-blame. If they can secure their property by temporary con- 
veyances, their creditors must not only lose their just dues, but also hold 
their tongues. Some, indeed, are simply unfortunate, and are unex- 
pectedly left without the means of meeting their obligations. But how 
an honest man can regard temporary insolvency as a permanent release 
from all future obligation to pay his debts, and how he can think a legal 
protection from utter ruin which the laws of his country afford, is a dis- 
charge from moral obligation to pay whenever and so far as he may be 
able afterwards to do so, is something which our ingenuity has always 
been incompetent to explain. 

Another lesson might very properly be repeated now, though it is at 
least as old as the Book of Proverbs, viz., that the usages of trade are 
not the true rule of moral conduct. The usages of trade are simply the 
aggregate practices of men belonging to a depraved race. There are 
thousands oftrnly honest and Christian merchants and traders; but human 
selfishness and injustice have invented innumerable methods of taking 
advantage, and not a few are content to do what is customary without 
regard to the principles involved. To deceive a customer is considered 
by many an allowable means of making money. But we think the sin is 
not always on the side of the merchant. There may be dishonest buying 
as well as dishonest selling : and the attempt to gain an undue advan- 
tage in this way is as really dishonest as the attempt to gain it in the 
other way. The only safe rule is an honest purpose. We might expose 
all the subtle forms of fraud that dishonesty has hitherto invented : and 
yet while the principle of honesty is lacking, the liability to fraud remains, 
and men will find out new and more subtle methods to take advantage. 
Now, where and how does that honest purpose originate ? It is in the 
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due fear of God and sincere regard to His supreme claims. We mnst 
learn to be honest towards God before we can learn to be trnly honest 
towards men. Honesty, like any other principle, mast, to be genaine, be 
universal. We refer to this now only to show the necessity for tnie, 
heartfelt religion, as the only adeqnate basis for genuine, trastworthy, 
trnwayering honesty. This should be inculcated upon our children, and 
the vain assumptions of unbelieying men, who affect a morality purer 
than Christian piety, should be exposed ; since their whole lives are a 
aeries of gross wrongs towards the highest and best of beings. And the 
pulpit should freely admit that a religion which includes a dishonest life, 
which permits a man one day to go to the communion table, and the next 
day to evade the payment of his just debts, is not only a mistake and a 
failure, but a huge moral deformity and a downright cheat. If oar 
Ghristianity — the grace of God that bringeth salvation — teaches anything 
clearly, it teaches us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we 
should live soberly, righteously, and godly in this present world, not pur- 
loining but showing all good fidelity, that we may adorn the doctrine of 
God our Saviour in all things. 

We have extracted the above from the excellent Presbyterian paper, 
the Weekly Review, of Dec. 20, 1879. We think it an article of the 
right kind, and well timed : and we are sure it is as much needed among 
Methodists as among those for whose direct benefit it was written. We 
cannot recollect an instance within the last half-century, of one who had 
taken the benefit of the Insolvency or of the Bankruptcy Court, after- 
wards satisfying all his previous liabilities. On the contrary, we have 
seen professors of religion cutting a great dash in the world after having 
been washed in legal waters ; and we have been not a little shocked to 
see how they were countenanced and defended by ministers of religion 
because of their free giving of what was rightfully the property of their 
creditors. We agree with our Presbyterian contemporary, that such 
things are utterly incompatible with true religion. The man who cheats 
his creditors, or who deceives and defrauds his neighbour in any form, is 
a mere heathen, whatever may be his profession and pretensions. 



METHODIST WORK IN ENGLAND AND AMERICA : THEIR 

SIMILARITIES AND CONTRASTS. 

• 

A Paper read before the Local Preachers' Meeting of Tiviot Dale Circuity, 

Stockport, 

BY J. GEIMSHAW. 

*< To perpetuate Methodism," John Wesley said, *< the Methodists mnst 
take care of their doctrine, their experience, their practice, and their 
discipline." For the doctrines of Methodism alone would land us ia 
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Antinomianism ; experience only wonld make as enthusiasts ; practice, 
only Pharisees ; and without discipline, the Church would be a garden 
without a fence, to be trampled down by every evil beast. 

The history of Methodism has been singularly free from secessions and 
squabbles about doctrine ; a fact which I think is one of the grandest 
evidences which we could have of its efficient, evenly-balanced and biblical 
correctness as a system of theology ; especially when we come to consider 
that this has been the case through the trying ordeal of a century, a 
century in which more than any other of the Christian dispensation, it 
would seem as if ^' all the winds of doctrine were let loose to blow upon 
the earth." 

I ^m therefore pleased to be able to say that the Gospel trumpet, as 

•.sounded from American Methodist pulpits, still rings out with no uncer- 

. tptJA sound doctrinally. 

Neither have American Methodists neglected the rest of our venerable 
founder's advice. They inculcate a practical and e^cperimental religioUi 

, as may be seen by a visit to their prayer and class-meetings ; and are to 

. be. found, more than all the churches, giving their influence and example 

• to all the moral reforms (outside the Church) which have been inaugurated 
4. for the' ,w^ll-being of our race. And they have become a mighty pow^r 

for good, of which Methodism in Mother England may well become both 
I pleased and parenta^y proud. Bat we must not forget the principle laid 
down by St. Paul, that of necessity there are " diversities of gifts," 
though *' the same Spirit; *' <' differences of administration, but the same 
Lord; diversitiei^ . of operations, yet the same God which worketh all 

in ^11." 

* ... 

Qne of the jtime-honoured institutions of English Methodism is the 
. tp^rci^t jsystems , This, in the £}astern States of America, has no^ ei^tirely 
disappeared. It is true Ihere are what the Americans call, circuits, but 
: these «re simply a few places which^ being too small op poor, to ^ koep a 
.. miniver themselves, have combined to hold their services alternately, ^r 
^ in proportion as they are able to pay for the minister whom the Bishop 
' has^apppinted. 

In the next plaqe, as there are no circuits, there are of course no circuit 
pl^ns ;. and this is a loss which to an English Methodist, newly arrived in 

• the. States, is. very aggravating, bewildering,, and al);ogether.unsi^isfftp1i^ry. 
. The.]ack of a Methodist circuit-plan,, with its fund, of <yaried inforipaj^ic^, 
. is a ref^l loss, i^nd one which most of us who have enJ9yed 'its-t)^))eQta 

from our infancy, would feel very much ;. for we not, only consult it ^r 
the preaching appointments, but also for our classes, pur official mendbers, 
our anniversaries, our Methodist publications,* and spme^in^es I ba^e,f()pjid 
upon them important facts in our denominational history ; i^id; yef r§ f^, 
. before such things began to be scattered gratis through the country^ t)ie 
circuit- plan used to serve the Methodist poor as an almanack. Indeed* 
I once heard of a little boy who asked his Methodist mother to look p!t 
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the plan and tell him how long it was to the annual fair, when the shows 
would come. 

No circuits and no circuit plans, would seem to leare but a sorry outlook 
for local preachers. But though there are districts where local preachers 
practically are little known, yet it is not so bad as we might be led to 
imagine. If you were to take up the Minutes of the Annual Conference,, 
you would find quite a number of places named, after which, instead of 
the name of a preacher, it reads *' To be supplied." These, as a rule, are 
small places, and to them the presiding elder appoints either a student 
from the theological seminary or a local preacher. This is one source 
from which the local preacher receives his appointments. 

Another source is mission work in neglected districts ; and a great 
deal of this class of preaching is in the country school-house ; and for 
such work he and his minister are enjoined by the discipline to keep 
a strict look-out. 

The third class of appointments for the local preacher, is that of sup- 
plying the pulpits of the sick or otherwise absent regular minister ; and 
as other denominations like to hear a Methodist preacher, he may be 
occasionally called, as I have been, to fill the pulpit of the Baptist or 
Gongregationalist ; and eyen, at times, a Uaiyersalist or a Unitarian 
pulpit. 

The standing also of the local preacher differs in some respects from 
his English brother. He maybe simply a licensed local preacher, and in 
that case his licence must be renewed erery year, when his character is 
considered or reviewed by the Quarterly Conference. Or if he is regularly 
engaged in the work, and he is able to pass the examination laid down in 
the Discipline (providing he is recommended to the Annual Confer en oe by 
the Quarterly Conference), in that case he may receive ordination at the 
hands of the Bishop. 

An ordained local preacher will doubtless sound strange to a Methodist 
who has never lived from under the frown of a State Church. But we 
ought never to forget that John Wesley *s rule of action in these things 
was — the needs of the work. And when you come to consider the great 
distances of places in America, and that far away from the busy throng of 
city life the local preacher may be the only individual (exce pt the civil 
officer) who could be called upon to marry, or perform the last rites of 
the Church for the dying or the dead (without much risk and expense j, 
you will then see that, with proper safeguards, it may not only be a suit- 
able, but a very wise thing to do. 

I spoke just now of the local preacher in the far-away country place. 
This suggests the thought that, America being a country of great dis- 
tances, his appointments are likely to be of the same character ; and this 
is the case. One of my own appointments was thirty-five miles away. 
Of course I travelled by railway, going on Saturday night and reta rning 
on Monday morning. 
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Perhaps it would help you better to onderstand how things are some- 
times done there, if I give a short account of this appointment. North 
Wolfboro' had been left by the Annual Conference without a preacher. It 
is a place up among the granite hills of New Hampshire. There is no 
Tillage; not even a collection of houses which in England might be 
termed a hamlet. It is simply a church built upon the top of a hill^ 
where the farmers from the surrounding valleys come on the Sabbath-day 
to worship. Here Dr. Jaspraon, presiding elder, desired me to preach on 
a certain Sabbath. After leaving home on Saturday night, I unfortu- 
nately found that the last train only brought me within ten miles of the 
place. I got lodgings for the night, and in the morning was driven over 
by the postmaster of the place in his carriage. The service commenced 
at half-past ten o'clock ; and when I was through, I was informed that 
the time for the next service was in half an hour. It had always been 
their custom only to stop for lunch between services, as they did not wish 
to harness their horses and come twice up such a hill as the church 
stood upon. 

I was then requested to take lunch in the only house near the church ; 
and here the stewards met me and informed me they wished to engage 
me for the year, and wished to know what salary I desired. Being an 
Englishman, it sounded strange to speak to a local preacher of a salary ; 
and I answered, <' I do not preach for a living, and shall be satisfied if 
my expenses are paid." Here one of the brethren seemed to think I was 
evading the question, and said, ** They desired to know my wishes in the 
matter, as they did not want anyone to serve them who was not satisfied." 
The other brother at once relieved me by asking if ^6 (five dollars) per 
Sabbath would satisfy me. I said, '* Yes ; " and they promised they 
would pay over that amount. And so I continued to serve them, preach- 
ing twice in the middle of the day, and holding a prayer-meeting in the 
evening alternately in the schoolhouses on each side of the hill. 

But I was informed of a peculiarity which they had ; and as some of 
the old people clung to it, I was requested to continue the custom. It 
was, when I had finished preaching, to give time for a few moments 
for anyone to speak who might feel disposed to say a few words upon the 
subject of the discourse. I had heard of it, and thought it a sharp cus- 
tom; but I am thankful to say I never knew it to work any harm; and I 
think, in some instances, it may be said to have been beneficial. 

Bnt the public services of the sanctuary are, as a rule, conducted 
exactly in the same order as in England ; and the administration of the 
sacrament also, excepting that of baptism, which varies in the Eastern 
States. The population of New England generally do not take to infant 
baptism. Hence the greater number of Methodist converts have not. 
been previously baptized; and I have seen a row of adnlts reaching 
nearly across the church, standing to be baptized. 

Baptism by immersion is also very popular in New England ; and the 
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mode of baptism in the Methodist Episcopal Charch is left to the choice 
and discretion of the candidates ; and a large number are baptised in that 
way. And yet, so far as I am aware, from reading and mingling with 
local preachers, they are unanimously believers in baptism by sprinkling 
or pouring ; and the cause of this difference is the educational surround- 
ings outside the Church. 

The reception of members into the Church is inyariably public ; any 
other way being illegal. If they are from other Churches they mast 
bring a letter, which is read before the congregaticm ;and the candidate, 
standing up, receives the right hand of fellowship froA the pastor. • If 
they are new converts they must be recoi&mended by the leaders* meeting, 
and arnnf^QifSted to respend pubKcly to the Questions appointed for the 
purpose in th^ IHseipliike'ol^he Church ; and^thdogh attendance at elassis 
not a' test of membersli^, yet«*«aelf eandida^- tmtst have m^t six tdonths 
in Xihisn before being reoommMided lor -chartjb^i&M&bersbip. I >Bftay«here 
say^tSie penny-a-we^k sytfteof, orp&ym«it^ of «ny kind ivt ckuss-mel^tingA, 
is not followed, except, I believe, in Maryland. -. .^ j 

Bat though meetiug. in' class is not a'^teisft of membership, itwotdlibe 
wtong to suppose that class-meetings %f^ in anyway obsolete'. Tlbeftlte 
stiM a mighty spiritual poWer. Intleed^ <the social means of gracel jb^e 
Americans term prayer-mc^ting^, chts^-iseetings, &c., are becoming mere 
and more popular and useful* tb the Ohurch ill Americ^a^ as a -mekns to 
btiild up the Church and to i^ilcb the ^converted. Hence in the^ New 
England States, the -eyeafng sermon ^enertiliy has giveur place to the 
prayer-meeting. This, however, is not oondticted after 'the -Englisb 
' fashion ; otherwiso they wotlld be as thinly (attended as they are here. 

I have never, yet met wRh » person who attended the American prayer- 
' meetings who did not speak of ihem in -the highest terms of praise. I 
have often seen our -large lecture-room, which would seat 600 persons, 
crowded at the prayer-meeting; numbers attending who absented them- 
selves from'th'e regular services of the Sabbath. And I think our prayer- 
'meetings never can be so efficient as they ought, until we are able td make 
them a service such as the world outside the Church is willing to attend. 

The Sabbath-evening prayer-meeting generally continues about two 
hours, commencing with a hymn announced by the pastor, which is 
followed by two or three seasons of prayer, several persons engaging in 
each time ; and between each season one or two verses are sung (seldom 
more than two) ; and except at the beginning and the end of the meeting, 
the pastor does not announce the hymn (unless the meeting lag), btlt 
leaves it open to the meeting. After spending about three-quarters of an 
hoar in these exercises, the pastor wiH generally follow with a short ex- 
hortation, or a few words upon his own experience ; and then the meeting 
is thrown open for speaking and singing, which is all spontaneous, the 
pastor not interfering except here and there with a word or two of counld 
or exhortation, fbr'&niiotiranda.half; and the-miniflier rises find Iries to 
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gather np the general drift of the meeting, with its lesson and an appeil 
to the unconverted ; and I have often seen large nnmhers come forward, 
on these occasions, to the anxions seats ; and on one such occasion the 
mayor of oar city (a noble-looking gentleman) was among those who thus 
•came oat from the world. I can never forget those scenes of refreshing 
in the American pvayer-meetingt. 

In the* country places one of the great spiritual feasts is the quarterly 
meeting. The presiding elder then snakes his yisiti and if possible, they 
will have a minister ^over Irom- a'nother .chargCi and will conimencaon 
Saturday morning <or noon, and h&^e preaohingr loye-foast, prayer-maetf 
ing and -sacrament > alternating to. the end of the Sabbath. These .arp 
generally stirring 'times, and. there ase feyr persons at sach places who 
<;aBiiot teiUyou of^ njacvellogs^oatpourkigs of the Holy .Ghost on thesp 
occasions, which have left a lasting, impvession on the community. / ,/ 
' Aholher-in^tilation of >tbe Chnroh '.i|]i America is tha week^evening 
'•circlei genevally iMrmei the sewibg. circle* To: best desdribe' this, I wonld 
say, the more modeEH-bailti (^xcbcq have a kitchen aind church parlour. 
Th» kitohenxis farai^ed :wcfch clipboards^ crockery, cooking stoves, and all 
other, needfuls; ,The ipaclour is '.carpeted, has chairs, tables, sewing- 
machines, pictures, looking-glass, statuary ; and I have seen one in which 
a beautiful fountain played, and goldfish moved gracefully to and fro 
beneath the falling water. Here the ladies meet once a fortnight in the 
afternoon, and work for the Church ; and the husbands and other, friends 
come at night and have supper, each paying a trifle, which goes into! the 
ladies' treasury. After. supper others may be expected to turn in; and 
the larger vestries are thrown open, tha evening is spent in chatting and 
getting acquainted with an occasional tune upon i^he piano, and a little 
singing by4he youpg people. SometimeS;«a^ paper will b$ read'pf. t^nty 
or thirty minutes' leiigth,fmostly upon some apWal subject, but spmA^ioMS 
it is a series of short articles contributed by dif^ent p/drsons, of iwhi^h 
articles the reader is only editor. These meetings promote the social life 
of the Church, and are believed to be an arm of power in the work of God. 
And I mi^ hcFe say, that you never find ..the American Methodists 
addressing each ether in Any otiier. form Jthan thaLof brother or sister; 
no matter T^hethes at the-^anctnaiy, oft ainid tbe.busy throng of everyday 
life ; and dt certainly, does . makei thatpoor feel 'AS. though charch-mfimbefer- 
ship were aTeality^ wihen they flbd thdr rich brc^hsen are not.*ashamed<to 
own them ; and I < think >the. world at large thii^ 410 less of the rich. 

But no accountt of American Methodism would be satisfactory which 
omitted the camp -meeting. It is true we have in England what ore 
<>alled camp-meetings ; but this is simply field-preaching, and does not 
give a true idea of the real American camp-meeting. The best way to 
describe the camp-meeting, I think, would be to give you a description of 
'the one held every year in the Dover district in New Hampshire. 

The Dover district camp-meeting is held in East Epping, upon a farm 



862 METHODIST WORK IK BNOLAND AND AHEBIOA. 

of some fifty acres, which is owned hj the camp-meeting association^ 
The grove (if I remember right) comprises about ten acres, mostly covered 
with trees of hemlock and sprace. It has also two magnificent springs of 
water, which is a very important item on a camp-ground. Each chorch 
upon the district has a large honse npon the groands, bailt for the most 
part of wood, and painted. These are arranged in a circle aronnd the 
anditorinm. The ground here is sloping, and the settees, which are built 
of good substantial chestnut, and arranged in the amphitheatre form, 
are calculated to seat seven thousand persons. The minister's desk is^ 
placed upon a platform, so that he is generally surrounded with a body- 
guard of thirty or forty of his brethren. From the central circle avenues 
lead oflF in various directions, upon which are from two to three hundred 
pretty little summer cottages, which are generally occupied for several 
weeks by the families of their owners . 

There is also a large boarding and cooking establishment, calculated to 
dine several hundred people at a single sitting. It also has arrangements 
for supplying food by the single plate, to from three to four thousand 
persons, who may eat standing, or seated upon the grass. In this way as 
many as ten thousand people hear the Gospel in one day, and are brought 
more or less under its influence. 

In the early history of camp-meetings they were often the scene of 
lawless violence ; but these things, through various legislative enactmenta 
and the spread of the Gospel, have been removed. 

1st. No one is permitted to sell anything upon the camp-ground with- 
out a licence from the camp-meeting association. 

2nd. No person can sell intoxicating liquor within two miles of the 
place during the time the camp-meeting is in session. 

3rd. A police marshal is always upon the ground, with authority to 
swear in any number of special constables whom the association may 
nominate for the preservation of order. 
By these means perfect order is preserved. 

There are sermons morning, afternoon, and night. After each sermon 
a minister follows with an exhortation, and an appeal to the unconverted; 
and then follows a prayer-meeting in front of the preacher's stand. 
Added to these there are always a number of meetings for special objects, 
held between the regular services, such as a mothers' meeting, a children's 
meeting, a temperance meeting, &c. And after all other services of the 
day, a prayer-meeting in each society house, the last thing at night ; but 
all services must close not later than ten o'clock, and each company must 
retire for the night at half-past ten o'clock at the latest ; after which any 
person found abroad is liable to arrest by the night watch. 

Some camp-meetings last ten or twelve days. Ours always ended on 
Saturday, being six days long, the last service being the Lord's Supper, 
followed by a general hand-shaking. I ought to add that, for several 
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ireeks, the regular serrioes of the sanotaary, with Sabbath-school, are 
held upon the ground. 

Bat, notwithstanding all I have said, to properly comprehend a camp-^ 
meeting it onght to be visited for a few days. There would be seen a 
Tast conoonrse of human beings gathered, beneath the overhanging trees, 
from whose branches hang the lamps, twinkling by night like the stars 
of the firmament. The eloquent sermons, the impassioned exhortations, 
and last, but not least, the voice of song, and that of revival song, rising 
from a mighty host of earnest souls, singing, as John Wesley would say^ 
hutUy^ as it rises amid the forest and floats away over the tops of the 
trees, is something too enchanting for me to put upon paper. 

I might have said much more, but the time allowed for this paper will 
not permit. I am sorry to find some good Methodists in England who 
seem to think they have need to be ashamed of the Ohur ch which Wesley 
planted beyond the Atlantic. But I fear not to say, from experience^ 
that Methodism in its pristine purity, doctrinally, experimentally, and 
practically, with the Holy Ohost power of our fathers, still lives and 
prospers beyond the Atlantic. And though I love my family and friends^ 
and am proud of the history of my native land, yet when I turned my 
back upon the church and people among whom I had experienced so many 
blessings, and walked on board the ship in Boston harbour, above every 
other sound, the wail of the Babylonian captives rung in my ears : '' If I 
forget thee, let my right hand forget her cunning.*' 



MEMOIR OP BROTHER JOHN SMITH COOK, OF LONG WICK, 

IN THE AYLESBURY CIRCUIT. 
BY BBO. JOHN BOSE. 

Thb life of man may, with much propriety, be compa red to a river, which 
having taken its rise in some distant mountain, or secluded glen, winds. 
its tortuous course through many a solitary valley, opposed by many 
isoonteracting influences ; yet, in obedience to those wise laws by which 
the Creator rules all His works, it still glides silen tly along ; obstacle 
after obstacle gives way to its pressure, till, baring fulfilled its course, it 
gradually mingles itself with the great ocean, and is seen no more. 

If there be any truth in the analogy, and assuredly there is, then to no 
individual may it be more fitly applied than to the subject of our sketch. 
Bom, more or less, in obscurity, he, by dint of innate energy, strength of' 
habit, and patient plodding, distanced many of his compeers in whatever 
he nndertook, and thus made a way and a name for himself in the world. 
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Of his birth and parentage we know bat little, except that he was bom 
in March, 1803. Bat what reck we of his ancestry ? He had a noble 
soul. Reared amid many social disadvantages, he grew np lacking the 
lastre of literary light, with a liking for and a leaning towards those 
things which merely gratify the passions. He was an adept in sport, and 
was wont to ¥ring mach autumnal game. His fancy and fortune was to 
be a florist ; and for many, years, now and again, even Boyal norseri^ 
were laid under tribute to grace and enrich his gardens. 

Like most wise men, Bro. Cook took to himself a wife. The object of 
his choice was Miss Mary Walker, who was bom and brought up in the 
same place as himself. They were truly fitted to walk life's pathway 
together. Helpful and happy with each other, they yet felt thati^ the 
marriage union with Christ was needed to make their happiness god^- 
plete. Anxious thought and earnest longing led them to seek Christ 
far and near, if haply they might find Him. Among the Baptists, whose 
candlestick was set at the foot of the adjacent Chiltem Hills, and fropi 
whom there still radiates a glorious light, they were often found. B\it 
the blessing they sought they found not. Not until they attended the 
services of the then despised Methodists did they obtain the pearl of great 
price. It was while Mr. James Dixon, a respected local preacher of 
Aylesbury, was preaching a free, full, and present salvation, that Mr. Cook 
was. enabled to lay hold of Christ, and to rejoice in Him as his Saviour. 
Thus being made a happy recipient of Divine grace, he became anxious 
to do all he could to promote the cause of Him to whom his more than all 
belonged. On his own freehold he cheerfully built a sanctuary in which 
his neighbours might hear the Gospel and worship God. This place of 
worship has since been enlarged, mainly at his own expense, and pre- 
sented by him to the Methodist* eonnexidih 

Not only was his wealth made tributary to the cause of Christ, but his 
tongue and hands were sanctified for the same service. Bro. Cook's 
"naiue was soon found on the circuit plan as a local preaclier.' As' a 
preacher he was sittiple in style, persuasive in manner, and earnest and 
faithful in warning siBfier&^ to ^fiee fronft the wrath' to come. He made 
this duty his delight. .."^tierexer.he^eiiti.ttieipeopl/^ heard him gladly* 
. His 4^^^<^^^^®'^.^®.>^ distingui^efi ^y simplicity i^^npei^ityi and goandneis. 
No oniB iueeded, to < g^t ^ §eaipch-jvarrapt fo .find )Ogt bis> meaning. He 
gloried in the fr/sci^and e^sy .style, aud had but little sj^mpakhy with those 
who were difficult, to .npderstand. | He had ;a k^qi sense of Qhrisl's 
caution, 'VBeware of- the leaven of the Sadduc0es.|| ge cherished a lordly 
scorn, for thi^t worldly wisdom^ and that secnlar ;knowledge too oft^ 
foisted into sacred teaching at the price of simplicity and faith. The 
unadulterated Word he loved to hear. Worldiiness in the Church he 
used to hate. He knew that of this maxim of Satan comes science with- 
out faith, politics without principle, business without conscience, literature 
. .wjtJiout holiness, pleasure without purity, in short, man without. Qod. 
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The eye of worldliness is sense; its horizon, time; its law, fashion; its 
god, snccess. Oar Brother Cook sought to abide in this world as a king's 
ambassador does in a foreign land ; true to his own allegiance, represent- 
ing there bis sovereign's will, upholding his honour, maintaining his. 
interest, and ready any day to go home at his word. His aim was to 
make this life an altar- life, whence all his words, and works, and thoughts, 
might exhale away to heaven in sacrifice. He was a man of high prin- 
ciple, of unflinching integrity, of generous deed, of moral worth, and,. 
Indeed, of everything which contributes to make a man of gracious in- 
fluence, and marks i^ man of virtue. He was ever faithful to his principles. 
He bady with a genuine tenderness of spirit, a keen insight into men and 
things. Of great independence, of wide and liberal sympathies, he waa 
withal a warmhearted and genial friend. He was truly a good Samaritan 
to the Methodist cause, and his home was an Obed-Edom to those wha 
from time to time strove to promote its interests. His life evinced an 
abiding trust in Christ, and it ever radiated His likeness. His bow 
abode in sirength, because His heart ever cleaved to Him who gave it 
0Oiirage. His profession of attachment to his Master was not fitful, but 
steady and true. He endured to the end, and is now gone to reap tho 
reward of the faithful. Like a shock of ripe corn, he was ready for the 
heavenly garner. He was permitted to labour in the Master's vineyard 
for nearly half a century, both in active and passive. service. His. earthly 
tabernacle was taken down gently and gradually. Daring the last weeka 
of his life he witnessed nobly for Christ in warning others to be faithful 
to Qod, and confessing the love he enjoyed, and the willingness he felt in 
going to be with Christ, which is far better. He loved our Mutual -Aid 
Association, and was for years an honorary member, and he practically 
thought of his poorer brethren by leaving £100 to be applied for their 
benefit. He died on March 4th, aged 76 years. 

Brother Cook was universally esteemed, and his loss is widely felt« 
His funeral was largely attended by friends of various religious bodies, 
from far and near, forming a retinue rarely witnessed among such a sparse 
population. Our friend has bequeathed to us a noble life, which cannot be 
wasted, and which becomes a model and an inspiration for generations yet 
to come. 
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I OAN'T GIVE IT UP. by the voice of a man who accosted 

At rather a late hour on a Sunday me, and wished me ** Oood-night." 

night, having occasion to walk from I turned in the direction of the 

liongsight to Openshaw, near Man- speaker, and saw from his dress evi- 

cbester, my meditations were broken dences of respectability; but, sad to 
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say, from his manner I also saw that 
which stamped him as a sUve to the 
tyranny of an inyeterate thirst for 
drink! 

I was ahont to say ** Qood night," 
and pass on, when I remembered the 
text of the preacher to whose minis- 
trations I had listened on the morning 
of that day. The preacher was the 
Key. J. H. Sholl, and his text was the 
passage, '* He that winneth souls is 
wise;" the application of which he 
had enforced with his nsnal earnest- 
ness, pathos, and energy of delivery. 
«* Well, now," I thought, " here is, 
perhaps, an opportunity of winning a 
soul ; " and, with that reflection, I 
resolved to accompany the man as far 
as our path extended in the same 
direction. 

Right glad he seemed to think that 
I would walk with him, and he com- 
menced the conversation by saying 
that he had had " a drop too much." 
'* But I am sorry for it," he continued, 
*' and I know I am doing wrong ; but 
what can I do ? I have tried to give 
it up, but I can*t." 

*• Can't ! " said I. 

" No," he replied ; " I have tried 
many and many a time, and I can't 
give it up ; and I have to-day been 
spending money that does not belong 
to me ! " 

"But have you ever invoked the 
aid of God to enable you to give it up ? 
I think not. If you had, as sure as 
you asked Him, so sure would He 
have imparted strength to you ; and 
if you will now ask Him He will yet 
enable you to * come off more than 
conqueror ! ' " 

The man looked up, and with tears 
in his eyes, he said, *' Glad would I 
be if I could only get rid of these 
chains ; but I am bound so fiast that 
I cannot get out of them ! " 

" Well, now," I said, " adopt the 
plan I have just told you of, and I 
think the next time I see you, you 
will be able to tell me that you have 
succeeded." 

We had now reached the point at 
which our ways parted, but I thought 
I should like to know a little more 
about the stranger; so I said, '* What 
is your name ? " 

" George J is my name," he 

answered. 



" Wen, Geoige,*' I said, " I am 
▼ery sorry to see yon in sach a state 
on this beautiihl Sabbath night;" 
for the moon seemed to shine with all 
its brightness, and all around was 
tranquillity. 

" I am sorry, too," said he, " to be 
found in such a state on the day 
which God has told us to keep holy." 

"Oh, then yon know something 
about the commandments? " I said. 

" Oh, yes," he repUed, " I know 
them all. Tell me something in the 
Scriptures that I don't know." And 
he began, and went through the con- 
version of St. Paul, the narratiye of 
the Philippian jailer, the five thou- 
sand fed in the wilderness, the walking 
of Christ on the Sea of Ghdilee, and 
other of the leading events connected 
with Christ's life upon earth. 

" What a pity," I said, " that all 
that knowledge, and the education 
you have received, should be thrown 
away ! If you would only give your- 
self to Christ, what excellent use 
you might make of the talents yoa 
possess ! " 

" That," said he, *< brings back to 
my memory my dear mother, and her 
last words : ' George, my boy,' she 
said, ' I have given thee that which, 
if acted up to, will carry thee through 
this world, and will land thee safe in 
heaven. Beware of the dbink, and 
mind reli^on ! Good bye. Good bye! ' " 

*' WeU," said I, <* time is passing 
on, and I must leave you ; but I hope 
I shall see you again. Come to our 
chapel yonder, and what God haa 
done for others He is willing to do for 
you." 

" What is the good of my coming to 
your chapel," he exclaimed, " when I 
know the way, and yet can't walk in 
it, so enslaved am I by this drink! 
Would to God I could give it upt 
Here I am standing in jeopardy every 
hour. Oh, if the earth would only 
open and swallow me up ! " 

The man was wild and excited, and 
I remonstrated with him as gently as 
I could. " Ah," said I ; " sad indeed 
would be your portion if that were to 
happen ! Do not wish that ; but if 
you are spared to get sober, resolve, 
by the help of God, never again to 
touch that which has robbed yon of 
your peace of mind ; and not only 
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yoQ, but those who have an interest 
in you." 

"Good night," he said; '*I am 
sorry to have kept yon so long, but 
ril look at this card you have given 
me, and think over what you have 
said." 

I went one way, and my friend the 
other. I went home, but not to sleep, 

for I could not put George J out 

of my mind ; and his words seemed 
constantly sounding in my ears, *' / 
carCt give it up t^' I trust, however, 
that the next time I meet him he will 
not be rocking to and fro like a ship 
with a broken helm on a troubled sea, 
but that he will be sailing under a 
Captain who will be able to steer him 
over all the billows of life, and will 
eventually guide him into a safe har- 
bour. John Henby. 



ALONE. 

,Ai<ONE I no earthly friend to guide me on 

my way, 
To connsel and direct, to warn me shonld 

I stray ; 
None to decide when donbting — " Shall I 

go?" 
I most myself give answer — Yes ; or No. 

Alone I and can it be there's no one near 

to gnide ? 
None to direct, and none in whom I can 

confide ? 
No one to listen to a lonely heart ? 
No eye to notice when the tear-drops 

start? 

Oh, yes ; a child of God alone need never 
be: 

No sigh bnt He can hear ; no tear but He 
can see ; 

No donbting heart, bnt He can plain direct, 

Connsel and gnide, and &om aU harm pro- 
tect. 



Alone I cannot be when Jesns is so nigh ; 
To Him, my Savionr, I will now for grace 

and sncconr fly, 
And ask, that tbongh alone I am, from 

earthly friends apart. 
He will come, not to sojonm, bnt *' abide 

within my heart." Jessie C. 



A GOODLY DOWEB. 

Psalm cxxvii, 
<3tBBA.T Architect of earth and sky. 

Except Thon build, all labour's vain'; 
'Our polished plans may please the eye, 

Yet what we build will fall again. 



Unless Thou guard our city's gate. 
Our watchmen all must watch in vain, 

From early mom, to midnight late. 
The foes we dread will come again. 

And without Thee, in vain our care. 
Our deepest scheming, love, or hate ; 

The bread of sorrow we must share. 
While woe stands cursing at the gate. 

But Thou, when evening shades are drear, 
Or, when young mom begins to peep, 

Canst fold to rest Thy children dear. 
And give to Thy beloved sleep. 

Our children, like the early flower 
That makes the orchard look so gay, 

Are sent by Thee, a goodly dower. 
That autumn's fruit may blush some day. 

As arrows to the mighty man. 
So these fair gifts are to the wise 

Who has the art, and nobly can 
Train aU his children for the skies. 

Happy the man whose name is blest 
With many children Thou hast given ; 

If they are trained in Thee to rest. 
The home on earth wiU smile like heaven. 

Happy the man, and strong and bold 

As any king in any state : 
Such children are worth more than gold. 

When dark foes dare to try the gate. 

William What. 
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The Burials Act has been brought 
into operation at Epworth, John 
Wesley's birthplace, under circum- 
stances which deserve notice. An 
aged Koman Catholic died, and the 
Rev. Canon Gurden, of Chowle, in 
accordance with the wishes of the 
deceased's relatives, took steps to 
have her buried according to her 
faith. Although the notice required 
under the new Act had not been 
strictly given, the Hon. and Rev. 
Mr. Dundas at once consented, and 
the interment took place. It is 320 
years since a Roman Catholic priest 
officiated at a funeral in Epworth 
churchyard. — Times, 

The question of the Irish Land 
Agitation has lately assumed a new 

phase. The Government have decided 
to prosecute various members of the 
Land League as persons dangerous to 
the public peace. The list of per- 
sons against whom the Government 
will proceed contains fourteen names, 
among which are the names of five 
M.P.'s, viz., Messrs. Parnell, Biggar, 
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T. D. SnlliTim, J. Dillon, and Sex- 
ton; also of Mr. Efifan and Mr. 
Brennan, the treasurer and secretary 
of the Land League. These fourteen 
gentlemen are accused of being " evil- 
disposed persons, unlawfully and 
wickedly devising, contriving, and 
intending to impoverish and injure 
divers large numbers of the liege 
subjects of our Lady the Queen," and 
writs have been served upon them 
summoning them to appear in court 
for trial. The fact of the Govern- 
ment prosecutions has not allayed the 
rash temper of the " evil-disposed " 
people, but outrages continue to 
occur in different parts of the country ; 
the part most free from the reckless 
agitation is the more Protestant pro- 
vince, Ulster, in the north. The 
Roman Catholic priests figure very 
prominently on the platform, de- 
nouncing landlords and advocating 
the tranwer of the land to the people ; 
but the Koman Catholic Archbishop 
of Dublin and the Bishop of Meath 
have publicly declared their disgust at 
the disloyal and wicked proceedings 
of the Land Leaguers. 

Mr. Heicbebt Gladstone, speaking 
recently at Leeds, " held the leaders 
of the agitation in Ireland to be di- 
rectly responsible for the murders 
that were taking place, and for the 
outrages, which were only too nume- 
rous." It is not improbable that Mr. 
Herbert Gladstone expressed in the 
tibove words the opinion of the Premier. 
Should the Government fail to secure 
the conviction of offenders by ordinary 
means, extraordinary means will no 
doubt be resorted to. For the sake 
of justice and law and order, a firm 
stand must be made against Mr. 
Parneirs doctrine that the land be- 
longs to the occupier. 

The election of Mr. Alderman 
McArthur to be Lord Mayor will be a 
gratification to all classes of Metho- 
dists.. We gratefully remember the 
heartiness with which he took the 
chair at the Local Preachers' Asso- 
ciation meeting when held in London, 
1869, at King's Cross. We trust the 
life of our distinguished friend will 
be spared, not only to see the ter- 
mination of his year of office, but for 
many years. If we are rightly in- 



formed, Mr. McArthur is the first 
Irishman who ever attained to the 
honour of being Lord Mayor of 
London. 

Among others, death has lately 
called away two prominent members- 
of the Wesleyan Connexion. The- 
Rev. Samuel Coley died at Warwick, 
aged fifty-five. In consequence of fail- 
ing health he retired at the last Con- 
ference from the post he occupied at 
Headingly. The loss of one so talented,, 
at a comparatively early age, may 
well remind the most busy, of the ap- 
proach of ** night." — The early life of 
Sir Francis Lycett was spent at Wor- 
cester. On removing to London he 
became a partner in the glove trade, 
carried on by Messrs. Dent and All- 
croft ; and after a few years he retired 
with an aftiple fortune, many thou- 
sands of which he gave to Methodist 
objects. The enterprise on which he 
most set his heart was the erection of 
chapels in various parts of London ; 
and to promote this especial object he 
gave princely gifts. In 1866 he was 
elected Sheriff of London and Mid- 
dlesex, and in 1867 he received the 
honour of kniglithool. The Rev. Wm. 
Arthur attended his death-bed ; and 
he speaks of him as triumphing 
through the death of Jesus Christ, at 
the age of seventy-six. — ^Lord Justice 
Theaiger has died at the early age of 
forty-two. He is succeeded by Mr. 
Justice Lush. It might have been 
expected that the late Lord Justice 
had a long career of honour and ase- 
fulness before him. His end reminds 
us that " The Son of man cometh at 
such an hour as we think not." 

One of the most heartrending dis- 
asters connected with the late gale,, 
was the upsetting of the Wells life- 
boat, by which sad calamity eleven^ 
out of the crew of thirteen, lost their 
lives. Seven sailors had just been 
rescued from a wrecked vessel, the 
" Sharon Rose ;" and it was on a se- 
cond trip to endeavour to aid the 
" Ocean Queen,** of Sunderland, that 
the boat capsized-. By this event, ten 
widows and twenty-eight children are: 
left in bereavement. 

The meeting of the Congregational 
Union has been held this year at 
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Birmingham. Dr. Newth was chair- 
man. A hearty greeting was given 
to;theRev.Dr. Joseph Cook, of Boston, 
United States, whose mission appears 
to be to give a series of addresses and 
lectures, in various parts of this 
country, on the Evidences of Chris- 
tianity. Mr. Cook stated that in the 
year 1800 the proportion of Evan- 
gelical church members to the United 
States population was 1 in 16, and 
that in 1880 it is 1 in 6. The church 
members in the United States, with- 
out including the Roman Catholics, 
number ten millions in a population 
of 60,000,000. 

General Gabfield has been elected 
President of the United States by a 
large majority. The people of the 
Great Republic are the more to be 
congratulated upon their choice, as 
bespeaking liberty and progress for 
the coloured portion of the popula- 
tion. The great mass of the local 
preachers on both sides of the Atlantic 
are the friends of the negro. 

The Alliance Anniversary in the 
Manchester Free Trade Hall has 
again been a great success. Two 
overflow meetings were held at the 
same time. The Bishop of Man- 
chester occupied the chair at the im- 
mense gathering in the Hall, " as 
believing that the Alliance is striking 
a true note in telling the people of 
this country that the remedy for the 
gigantic evil is in their own hands." 
On the following day Sir Wilfrid 
Lawson delivered one of his telling 
speeches to an immense gathering 
in Hengler*s Circus, at Liverpool. 
After telling the audience that the 
meeting at the Free Trade Hall on 
the previous day was ** one of the 
most crowded, most enthusiastic, and 
most encouraging which the Alliance 
ever held," he tried to impress them 
with two short quotations. One 
was taken from a novel of Mr. 
Disraeli, which said, *' One duty of 
political power was to promote the 
social welfare of the people." The 
other quotation was taken from a 
speech which Mr. Gladstone deli- 
vered in the House of Commons in 
the month of March last year, when 
he said, '* The drunkenness of Eng- 
land was producing in this country at 



the present time the accumulated 
evils produced by war, pestilence, and 
famine." Towards the close of his 
address Sir Wilfrid sarcastically con- 
demned the Government for neglect- 
ing the great evil at home to interfere 
with evils far away, and quoted the 
words — 

*' Their lofty Bonis have telescopic eyes. 
Which see the faintest speck of dls* 
tant pain : 
While at their feet a world of agonies 
Unseen, unheard, unheeded, writhes 
in vain." 

Many reports were circulated dur- 
ing the last days of October that a 
rebellion had occurred in Cabul, and 
that the Ameer had been murdered ; 
no real information, however, was 
found to exist for these rumours, and 
the latest news from Afghanistan 
reports that all is quiet there. Ayoub 
Khan is still at Herat, whence he fled 
after his defeat by General Roberts ; 
it is far from impossible that he should 
once more be much trouble to the 
Indian Government; the adherents 
of the late Ameer Yakoob Khan, the 
Ghazis, and many other disaffected 
Afghans, would no doubt willingly 
flock to his standard if he should 
again come out on the project of in- 
terfering either with Abdurrahman at 
Cabul in the north, or the British 
troops at Candabar in the south. 

The cloud of war in South Africa 
has thickened, and is continuing to 
burst itself upon the country. Seve- 
ral conflicts have occurred, in which 
our troops have been successful. The 
Basutos number 40,000 fighting men, 
half of whom are mounted. The 
Tambookie and the Pondo tribes have 
joined in the rebellion, which it is 
feared will spread yet further. Our 
missionaries there are passing a critical 
time, and need the special prayers of 
God's people. A report reached this 
country that one of them had been 
killed, but it has since been contra- 
dieted. What a glad time it will be 

when the nations shall learn war no 



t( 



more. 
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Turkey is still the trouble of 
Europe. Her promise, extorted by 
the naval demonstration, to surrender 
Dulcigno and settle accounts with the 
Montenegrins, has not yet been ful- 
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filled; bat it is probable that the 
Borrender will be effected without far- 
ther pressare, although she has put it 
off so long. In the meantime, the 
Greeks are calling for the fulfilment 
of Tarkey's obligation with respect to 
their country ; the people are at the 
height of a warlike fancy, and the 
Greek Government have in the field, 
ready for action, if need be, 60,000 
men; and, however obstinate the 
Turks may be, her demands must be 
satisfied. Speaking at the opening 
of the Greek Chamber in October, 
the King referred to the Berlin Con- 
gress : " The decision come to by the 
representatives of the Powers accords 
the kingdom a new frontier, rendering 
it stronger, and extending the bless- 
ings of national existence enjoyed by 
ns to members of the Hellenic family 
who contributed to its liberation. 
The Powers who have signed this 
decision are now engaged in carrying 
it out. As to myself, I have taken a 
firm resolution to have the mobilisa- 
tion of the army fully carried out as 
soon as possible." Speaking on Oc- 
tober 27, the Austrian statesman. 
Baron Haymerle, expressed the 
'* sympathy of the Austrian Govern- 
ment for the Hellenic people, recogni- 
sing that their influence in the spread 
of culture among the Christian 
population of the Balkan Provinces 
was most desirable." He added that 
''the Government were prepared to 
exert their whole drplomatic influence 
for the support of Greece in the pur- 
suit of her civilising mission." 

M. Hartmann, one of the accom- 
plices in the attempt to blow up a 
train near Moscow, in which the Em- 
peror of Russia was travelling, a few 
months since, has made interesting 
disclosures of the circumstances of 
the diabolical attempt. Writing to a 
French newspaper in October, he 
says that two pits were dug under the 
railway line, and in each was placed 
a copper cylinder containing 601bs. of 
dynamite, and provided with galvanic 
pistons. The conspirators charged 
to fire the mine were to arrive on the 
spot in a cart, containing an electric 
battery, to connect it with the wire of 
the loaded cylinder, and to wait there 
till the Imperial train approached. 



Every precaution was taken, bat just 
an hour before the explosion was to 
take place which was to annihilate 
the Czar, a country waggon chanced 
to pass over the spot, and it cat the 
electric wires of the infernal machine, 
which had not been buried sufficiently 
deep in the earth. When, therefore, 
the conspirators arrived to carry oat 
their design, they found that the elec- 
tric current would not work. M. 
Hartmann says that but for this acci- 
dent the Imperial train would have 
been blown to atoms. 

The late decrease in the Wesleyan 
Methodist Connexion is not yet for- 
gotten. Conventions either have 
been held, or are being held, in 
various parts of the country, wi^ a 
view to bring about increased religioos 
effort. At the Convention held in 
City Road Chapel for the London 
Districts, Mr. Vanner read a sag- 
gestive paper which spoke of far too 
much Christian work being done by 
proxy. When a church became an 
elaborate ecclesiastical system, it 
grew wealthy and socially important, 
but worldly and feeble. The Church 
wanted men and women wise to win 
souls, who had a passion for saving 
souls. When preachers or people 
were at ease without conversions, me 
church was in a bad way. Angels, 
who rejoice over the repentance of 
one sinner, would let an ecclesiastical 
system go for an immortal soul. The 
sorrowful, the sick, and the dying 
should be visited with more assiduity. 
Strangers coming to chapel required 
to be spoken to with care and tact, 
and without fuss. Increased efforts 
should be made to speak to indivi- 
duals separately about their souls. 
Instead of talking of the masses, let 
every man and woman try to save one 
or another. When the members of 
the church thought more they would 
feel more." 

The financial statement of the 
Local Preachers' Association for the 
last month showed a serious deficiency 
of income as compared with the ex- 
penditure. We hope that is only 
accidental. It would have been quite 
otherwise were all our friends to do 
their part as Bro. Madder, the Presi- 
dent, does his. The monthly lists 
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which he is eontinnonsly sending 
up are most encouraging. 

Just as we finished writing this 
paper the thought occurred that we 
are writing for the last month in the 
year. How swiftly the time flies ! 
Let us he more and more intent on 
improving it ! Let us say with Paul, 
** Redeeming the time ! ** Amen. 



The PrecLoJier^s Analyst for Novem- 
ber. Price 4d. London: Elliot 
Stock. 

The Voice of the Century on the 
Church and Children. By William 
"VVray. Price 4d. London: Lile 
and Fawcett, Ludgate Circus. 

This little book, of thirty-two pages, 
contains a poem of one hundred and 
three very fair verses in common 
metre. The great lesson taught in it 
is, that more care and attention should 
be given to the children. To the 
prayer in the last verse we utter our 
sincere Amen. 

«* O God the Father, God the Son, 
And God the Holy Ghost ; 
So help Thy Church to train the young 
That no dear child is lost I" 



FAMILY RELIGION. 

It is now about two hundred years 
since Philip Goodwin, of much- vene- 
rated memory, addressed himself to 
the parents of the land on the subject 
of family religion, which was then in 
a state much requiring revival. That 
zealous man of God took a very spund 
view of the subject, correctly holding 
that parents and pastors, to a vast 
extent, held in their hands the inte- 
rests of true religion ; and that it was 
for them, in a very great degree, to 
say whether it should advance in the 
earth or retrograde. This is the view 
we are anxious to impress upon the 
minds of our readers. To accomplish 
this would be to attain a great object 
for the piety of England. The pul- 
pit and the school are agencies of the 
highest moment; our desire is to 



enhance, not to diminish, the popular 
estimate of them; but we contend 
that both will mainly depend for suc- 
cess on the family. Were our pulpits 
filled by apostles, and our schools 
taught by evangelists, while there 
was in the family neither instruc- 
tion nor example, neither rule nor 
worship, it would be impossible for 
the word of God to advance apace 
among men ; while, on the contrary, 
with an enlightened and vigorous 
household piety, it may proceed glo- 
riously, witti a very moderate degree 
of external assistance. The strength 
of religion in the earth is the family. 
In times of terror and distress, it has 
always fled thither, as unto a place of 
refuge; and there it has subsisted, 
when the synagogue has been levelled 
with the ground, and the servants of 
the Lord have been compelled to flee 
for their lives to dens and caves of 
the earth, or to foreign lands. 

Every parent should seriously pon* 
der this great duty, and have his spi- 
ritual work in as forward a state as 
possible. This is the way to promote 
a calm and peaceful deathbed; but 
where this work has been neglected, 
or carelessly attended to, — where it is 
the last thing regarded, and has to be 
begun when life is about to end, the 
thought will bring with it a bitterness 
which no Gospel can sweeten. The 
promises, indeed, were never meant 
to comfort men in the neglect of duty 
— and such duty ! And to use them 
for that purpose is to pervert them, 
and to incur the guilt of presumption. 

Oh ! for a generation of parents of 
the right mould ! We want men given 
to the study of the Scriptures— mea 
of faith, prayer, and a devout spirit — 
men fired with love to the Saviour 
and to the souls of their fellow- 
creatures, more especially of those of 
their families and their own house- 
holds — men capable of discharging 
the functions of king, priest^ vrndprO" 
phet in their own spheres. Oh ! for 
even one million of such men! 
Divine goodness could not confer a 
higher favour on the British nation. 

Will our readers suffer us to make 
a request of them ? It is, that they 
THINK OF this matter — ^thiuk of it 
closely and solemnly, till it appear- 
on good and solid reasons — allied to 
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the chief bnaiiiess of life. It is, far- 
ther, that, having attended to this, 
they wonld draw the attention of 
others to the euhjeet^ and seek to 
bring them to entertain proper views 
concerning it, and then eidiet them 
in the work of making freeh converts. 
We close with the Lord's words 
concerning Abraham : '* I know him, 
that he will command his children 
and his household after him : and 
they shall keep the way of the Lord, 
to do justice and judgment : that the 
Lord may bring upon Abraham that 
which He hath spoken of him." — 
Gen. xviii. 19. 



PABENTAL RESPONSIBILITY. 
Parents owe a debt to ages yet un- 
born; for who shall say at what 
point in the stream of time the per- 
sonal character of any individual now 
on earth shall cease to influence? 
The oak which waves in our forest 
to-day, owes its form, its species, and 
its tint to the acorn which dropped 
from its ancestor, under whose shade 
Druids worshipped. Human life ex- 
tends beyond the threescore years 
and ten which bound its visible 
existence here. The spirit is re- 
moved into another region, the body 
is crumbling into dust, the very name 
is forgotten upon earth; but living 
and working still, is the influence 

generated by the moral features of 
im who has long since passed away. 
The characters of the dead are in- 
wrought into those of the living ; the 
generation below the sod formed that 
which now dwells and acts upon the 
earth, the existing generation is 
moulding that which shall succeed it, 
and distant posterity shall inherit the 
characteristics which we infuse into 
our children to-day. In what light 
then must we regard parental re- 
sponsibility ? Can we overrate it? 
If it be true that the happiness of 
families, the well-being of the nation, 
the integrity and vigour of the 
Church, are in the trust of parents ; 
if parental character produces efleots 
which stretch from time into eternity, 
' which are seen through all the phases 
of society, commencing round the 
cradle, and extending into the com- 
pany of the seraphim, surely parental 



responsibility is a subject worthy^ 
oonsideration^-eamest, deep, prayer- 
ful consideration. 

" The salvation of our children de* 
pends in a large measure upon ns. 
Their future course will be deter- 
mined, under God, by the method of 
their training, by the associations in 
which we place them, by the hooka 
and teachers and companions that 
we provide for them. We sometimes 
hear it said that our country's future 
depends upon the doings of our 
statesmen, or upon the opinions of 
our thinkers, or upon the fidelity of 
our preachers, or upon the parity of 
our Churches. It depends far more 
upon the character of the mothers 
and fathers of England. In ten years 
they can do irreparable damage, or 
bring immortal glory to England. 
The progress of pure religion depends 
on the nature of our home life.*' — 8. 
Pearson, M.A. 



BOMISH SXJPEESTITION AND THE 
FBUIT OF ENGLISH EITUALISM. 

Thursday in Holy Week is a day in 
Italy set apart by all classes of 
Boman Catholics for their attendance 
at the various churches, when the 
Host, with all the pomp with which 
its dogma of the Real Presence sur- 
rounds it, is carried round and ad- 
ministered. 

On this day all the Roman Catholic 
churches are und raped from the black 
coverings with which, during Lent, 
the altars, pictures, and statues are 
hidden from public view. On that 
day also takes place the ceremony of 
excommunicating or giving over to 
the devil all the Protestants in the 
world, who at Rome are known by 
the name of heretics ; after which the 
Pope, or the highest dignitary, washes, 
in token of a formal humility, the feet 
of thirteen poor priests. These are 
afterwards entertained with a sump- 
tuous repast. Many other ceremonies 
in the Romish Church also take place 
on this Thursday in Passion Week, 
which attract a vast concourse of 
people into St. Peter's. Amongst 
others, that of a procession of pil- 
grims, who perform their devotions at 
an accepted number of stations or 
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-churches in Rome, saying prayers in 
«ach, for which exercise they receive, 
according to their measure of active 
sanctity, indulgence, or, in other 
words, freedom for a certain number 
less days of purgatory. One young 
lady, an English pervert, in the 
burning zeal of her new faith, in- 
formed me she had made the stations 
of sixteen different churches, having 
said her prayers in each, besides 
twice ascending the Santa Scala (or 
Holy Staircase) on her knees. 

The indulgence thus gained she 
was, however, generously prepared to 
abnegate in favour of her grand- 
tnamma's soul, which she believed to 
be undergoing its purification in pur- 
gatory. To such an extent of super- 
stition can a perversion of faith reduce 
in the nineteenth century an English 
girl educated in Protestant principles. 
The young lady had been gradually 
led up the steps of the ladder of 
Kitualism by her own clergyman, 
till, reaching the top, she took the 
final leap, and joined the Koman 
Catholic Church, where, with eyes 
blinded by the glamour of its cere- 
monials, she was ready to accept any 
amount of superstitious observances 
that her priest and confessor imposed 
upon her as adjuncts to the work of 
her salvation. — The Bible in Rome, 
By ElUn Barlee, pp. 169-61. 

AWFUL FIRE IN JAPAN. 

O-N Saturday, December 6th, 1879, 
about eight in the evening, a fire 
broke out in Hakodate^ which de- 
stroyed most of the foreign houses, 
nearly all the public buildings, of 
whatever material built, and about 
2,500 native houses. The house and 
church of the Church Missionary 
Society are both gone. An easterly 
gale was blowing at the time, and not 
even a stone building that stood near 
the church escaped. The fury with 
which the fire raged, and the rapidity 
with which one street after another 
was left in ruins, defies all descrip- 
tion. It was not till after the church 
was caught that the missionary (Rev. 
Walter Dening) hastened home, and 
found his own house in the greatest 
danger. The fire was gradually 
Hearing it, and again and again the 



outbuildings caught, and were put 
out. About a quarter of the clothes 
of the family, and a very few books, 
were saved ; but no furniture of any 
kind, and no stores. Not less than 
i6500 worth of property, including the 
library, was lost. The worst loss of 
all was that of every copy of the 
translation upon which the mission- 
ary had spent the preceding nine 
months. The First and Second of 
Samuel were finished and revised; 
and lengthy introductions to Genesis 
and to St. John's Gospel had been 
prepared, and the commentary on 
both portions commenced — all lost! 
The other foreign houses are almost 
gone, the British Consulate among 
them. The American church also is 
destroyed. The missionary and his 
wife had great difficulty in making 
their escape from their house, so sur- 
rounded were they with fire. His 
coat caught, and a large hole was 
burnt in it before he was aware. It 
was a fearful night, blowing and 
raining. With their children and the 
few things saved, they wandered 
about all night. The children became 
so tired and hungry, that at last a 
desperate effort was made to pass 
through the still burning streets. The 
smoke was almost suffocating, and 
the roads were insecure, owing to the 
burning of bridges. After various 
mishaps, the desired place of retreat 
was reached. Another member of 
the mission and his family lost every- 
thing, having put all in the church 
for security. Other adherents of the 
mission are in similar distress. Con- 
siderable good was being done, when 
aU, by this calamity, was suddenly 
stopped. — Evangelical Ghristendom 
for March, 1880, page 86. 

'* The great want of our times is a 
new generation of fathers and mo- 
thers." — Earl of Shaftesbury, 

DECEMBEB. 

This month still retains the original 
name assigned to it in the Alban, and 
first Homan Calendar adopted ac- 
cording to tradition by Romulus, in 
both of which it was the tenth, as the 
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name signifies, or last of the year. 
Our Saxon ancestors call it Mid-win- 
ter month and yule-month, from a 
wheel, emblematical of the sun's revo- 
lution or return in its annual course. 

December was anciently conse- 
crated to Saturn. In the Alban 
Calendar this month consisted of 
thirty-five days, Romulus reduced it 
to thirty ; and Numa to twenty-nine 
days. Julius Csesar restored the 
day of which Numa had deprived it ; 
and Augustus added another day, 
which it still retains. 

The sun rises on the 1st at forty- 
six minutes after 7, and sets at fifty- 
three minutes after three. On the 
Slat the sun rises at eight minutes 
after eight, and sets at fifty-eight 
minutes after three. Hence the day 
shortens twenty-three minutes in the 
morning, but lengthens five minutes 
in the evening. It shortens during 
the month eighteen minutes. 



New moon on the 2nd at fifty-six 
minutes after two in the morning;, 
and full on the 16th at thirty-six 
minutes after three in the afternoon. 

Jupiter and Venus still keep their 
places as evening stars to the end of 
the month. 

The weather predictors say this will 
be a variable month ; mild at the be- 
ginning, middle, and end ; very cold 
about the 13th and 25th. The voice 
of the stars gives forth a joyful utter- 
ance for Birmingham and Sheffield^ 
declaring that trade will be brisk in 
those two towns. 

We must not forget that in this 
month we commemorate the birth of 
Him of whom the angels sang, *^ Glory 
to God in the highest, and on earth 
peace, goodwill to men." 

" All glory to God in the sky. 

And peace upon earth be restored; 
O Jesus, exalted on high. 
Appear our onmipotent Lord 1" 



trftral-^tb %nnachixan li^porfjer. 



PBESIDENT'S LETTER.— No. 6. 

Aylesbury, Nov. 13. 

My Dear Bro. Sims.— How fast 
the time is flying ! My year of ofiGice 
will soon be over. Half the time 
nearly gone, and so little done for my 
dear old brethren; but then the 
Master knows how much I love EQm 
and His brethren for His sahe, and 
what I would do, ifl could only make 
others feel as I feel ; but I cannot do 
it. Circuit debts, chapel deficiency, 
commercial promises not fulfilled; 
all have put such a strain on our 
Methodist people, that the old men 
must wait till spring and the time of 
the singing of birds shall come. 
Nevertheless, some loving hearts have 
responded sweetly to my appeals. 
Dear friends at Great Marlow and 
Peterborough have done well, and 
were most kind to my Bros. Bose, 
Benson, and myself. The Lord bless 
them ! 



Hon. Memb ers. £ s. d. 

Enoch Baldwin, Esq., MP., 

Stourport 1 1 

Mr. J. Dorsett, Gt. Marlow 110 
Mr. W. Almond, do. 110 

Mr.W.Gimblett,Lannce8ton 5 
Mr. J. Hicks, Bodmin ... 10 
Mr. J. H. Pethybridge, do. 110 
Mr. J. H. Stranger, do. ... 5 
Messrs. Jeffrey and Kent, do. 10 
James Hamlyn, Buckfast- 

leigh 1 1 

Mr. H. J. Martyn, Newquay 5 
A Friend, Portscatho ... 5 
Public Collection, Gt. Marlow 2 5 
Mr. Davis, Marlow ... 5 

Messrs. Corah and Sons, 

Leicester 1 1 

Fredk. Styring, Esq., Poole 1 1 
Mr. M. Wells, Gt. Marlow 
A Friend from St. Agoes ... 
A Friend from Penzance ... 
James Quick, Penzance ... 
Mr. John Hoskins, Truro... 

Mr. John Leach 

Mr. Lanning, Warminster 1 






10 

5 

5 

10 

5 

6 
1 
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Mr. J. W. Chenboll ... 1 1 

Mr. J. Jeans 10 

2iid Quarter, President's Box 4 



£20 9 6 
Yonrs truly, 

CUABLES S. MaDDEB. 



BBAGELEY BBANGH. 

Deab Bbo. Sims, — ^Enclosed you 
have the sum of £8 lis. 6d., being 
the amount of collections after ser- 
mons and public meeting at Padbury, 
on Sunday and Tuesday, October 10 
and 12. On the Sunday two sermons 
were preached by the Hey. J. Hugill, 
in the morning from Matt. vi. 11, and 
in the evening from 1 Thess. v. 9, 10. 
On Tuesday afternoon our friend, Mr. 
E. Benson, preached from John xvii. 
17, alter which eighty persons partook 
of an excellent tea, which was given 
by the ladies of Padbury, Bucking- 
ham, Thomborough, and Glaydon. 

A public meeting was held in the 
evening, the chair being occupied by 
B. Carter, Esq., of Buckingham, and 
addresses were delivered by Mr. C. S. 
Madder (President), Mr. E. Benson, 
Rev. J. Hugill, and others. The 
claims of aged and needy local 
preachers were powerftilly advocated. 



Collections 

Tea 

Mr. Groom 



£ s. d. 

... 4 19 4 

••• 3 2 2 

... 10 

£S 11 6 
G. Babbett, Sec. 



HOWBEN: WESLEYAN LOOAIi 

PBEAGHEBS' MUTUAL-AID 

ASSOCIATION. 

A MEETING was held in the Wesleyan 
Chapel, on behalf of this Association. 
The Bev. Richard Harper took the 
chair. In his opening address, the 
chairman spoke as one who had him- 
self been a local preacher. A great 
many denominations obtained min- 
isters from the ranks of their local 
preachers, and, perhaps, of all deno- 
minations, the Episcopalians were 
not the least indebted to them. The 
Bishop of Manchester, speaking on 
this subject, had said that he liked 



clergymen who had been Wesleyan 
local preachers for two reasons. 
First, because they were converted 
to God, and secondly, because they 
could preach. What was required 
most to give success to the efforts of 
all preachers was more sympathy, 
Mr. Bobert Hawe, the local secretary, 
then read the report. He further 
read a list of subscriptions for the dis- 
trict during last year, which amounted 
to rather over jBIO. Mr. J. Sails, the 
late secretary, then spoke. Speaking 
of the local preachers' plan, he said 
that there was no piece of paper 
which sent out such an influence for 
good. He said that they could boast 
of a real apostolic succession since 
Stephen, the first martyr, was one of 
their body. He had been twenty- 
seven years a member of the asso- 
ciation. The deputation from the 
Hull branch then addressed the 
meeting. Mr. Mitchell was the first 
to speak. He said Methodism was 
no longer a bye word, but a power 
exercising an influence over the wide 
world. As an organisation there was 
no section of the church to exceed 
it. In their system everything was 
brought up to thorough working 
order. He said local preachers were 
a necessity, and the society had a 
great claim upon them all. Mr. 
Brocklesby then addressed the meet- 
ing. What claim had the local 
preachers upon the Methodist public ^ 
Me|;hodism could not be carried on 
without workers. They could not 
complain of the price of their ser- 
mons, if they could of the quality. 
A local preacher's work was one of 
the loftiest benevolence. When they 
could not work, should they be depen- 
dent upon the workhouse and their 
spirits go from that place? Mr. 
Waddington said there was na 
possibility of dispensing with local 
preachers. Truly many of them 
might have done more if they had 
cultivated their minds more. There 
were many of the brethren in neces- 
sitous circumstances. He had never 
heard of a single objection to this 
association. He had, however, no 
fear for any of the institutions of 
Methodism, because if the people like, 
they can and will support them. Mr. 
Campbell followed. There were many^ 
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**iBin8" in the world, said he, hut 
nothing like Methodism. They could 
not mend it. It was the religion of 
the Bible. A Methodist, indeed, was 
one who lived according to the me- 
thod laid down in the Bible. Many 
local preachers were ordained by a 
higher power than earthly bishop 
could confer. "What were the qualifi- 
cations of a local preacher? The ques- 
tions they considered in choosing one 
were, Has he grace ? Has he fruit ? 
They wanted all local preachers to 
give on the principle of life assurance. 
They did not want their old men to end 
their days in the workhouse. Alder- 
man Dowsing, an ex-president of the 
association, said he liked the term 
'* mutual-aid." It was a part of their 
common Christianity for the strong 
to help the weak. They did not want 
local preachers, who had given the 
cream of their days to the work, to 
die as paupers. He had been a local 
preacher something like forty years. 
The most he had done in one day was 
to preach four times and walk thirty- 
two miles. The first preachers were 
local preachers' and therefore they 
were included in the apostolical suc- 
cession. A collection was made at 
the close. There was not a large 
attendance, but the congregation was 
enthusiastic in its reception of the 
speakers. 

FAYEBSHAM ANNIYEBSABY. 

Just a paragraph about our Anni- 
yersary. If we should carry it be- 
yond the limits of a paragraph, our 
excuse must be the intense interest 
we feel in anything connected with 
the Mutual Aid. Faversham Metho- 
dists look forward to the approaching 
Anniversary with very great pleasure. 
After the experience of seven anni- 
versaries we affirm, without hesita- 
tion, that those circuits in which no 
Branch of the Association exists, are 
destitute of one valuable source of 
pleasure and spiritual profit. Three 
pulpits in this circuit were open to 
the advocates of the Local Preachers' 
•claims, and these Sunday services were 
followed by a Public Meeting on the 
Monday evening, held in the Lecture 
Hall, Faversham, as the chapel is 
undergoing sundry repairs and im- 



provements. We were well served by 
the brethren, G. Amphlett, A. fi. 
Johnson, and H. Wright, each a mem- 
ber of the General Committee. Not 
only did the cause of the sick and 
worn-out local preachers receive able 
advocacy at their hands (as was proved 
by an increase in the collections of 
this year), but under the preaching of 
Bro. G, Amphlett at Green-street, on 
Sunday evening, souls exchanged the 
midnight darkness for noonday splen- 
dour ; these were seals to his ministry. 
What hath God wrought ! Though 
it fell not to the lot of the other mem- 
bers of the deputation to witness simi- 
lar triumphs, there was the strongest 
evidence that their ministry was 
powerful and profitable. 

The chair at the Public Meeting on 
Monday was taken by the Rev. C. 
H. Bishop. The highest tribute we 
could pay him would not exceed his 
deserts. He was kindness itself. 
One's heart glows in dwelling on his 
manner and speech. One shrinks 
from attempting a review of the va- 
rious speeches ; suffice it to say, the 
chairman produced a feeling which 
was well sustained by each succeed- 
ing speaker, and at the close we were 
really delighted. The Anniversary 
yielded a total of jglT 4s. 8d. This 
is £1 lOs. in excess of last year. We 
wish the Association God speed, and 
are prepared to lend a hand towards 
the accomplishment of so noble an 
object. Yours very truly, 

A. Humphreys. 



GENERAL COMMITTEE. 

Thb monthly meeting was held at 
Brother J. Wade's, Mitcham, on 
Wednesday, November 10th, 1880. 

Present : Bros. J. Wade (chair- 
man). Treasurer, Honorary and 
General Secretaries, Parker, Hard- 
ing, Amphlett, and Clapham. 

Prayer was o£fered by Bro. Parker. 

The minutes were read and con- 
firmed. 

The monthly statement showed 
receipts, £397 Ids. Od; payments, 
je485 178. lOd. New members, 45. 
Deaths, 2, and 2 wives. Sick, 105. 
Annuitants, 156. The income from 
branches since last audit was 
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jC1,586 8s. 4d ; and the payments to 
them jei,347 5s. 6d. 

The General Secretary reported 
that the President had heen advised 
by his physician to cease from all 
labour for a time for his health's sake. 

The Secretary was instructed to 
make necessary arrangements under 
these circumstances. 

Cases from Branches — 

Bro. S. F., of F., aged 72, a local 
preacher forty-five years. Has been 
a porter in a jail, and lives on a small 
pension with his invalid wife, aged 
78. He entered our Association 
January, 1850. He suffers from the 
infirmities incident to old age, and 
asks for a little pecuniary help. 

Resolved — That the brother have 
4s. a week. 

Bro. J. K., of C, aged 72, a local 
preacher fifty-one years, and a leader 
forty -eight years. Is a shoemaker. 
He has a wife aged 64, and eight 
children, none of whom can assist 
their parents. He has been on our 
permanent sick list at 2b. 6d. a week. 
The local secretary says, ** His life's 
work is nearly done, he can now nei- 
ther work nor preach." 

Besolved— That this brother have 
6s. a week. 

Bro. D. S., of W., aged 70, a local 
preacher sixty-one years. Wife aged 
76, eight children, no help from them. 
Our brother used to earn 22s. a week 
in a timber yard, but has been obliged 
to give it up. He suffers from rheu- 
matism, and has no income what- 
ever. 

Bro. Towne wrote saying that he 
had known the brother for fifty years, 
and recommending the case. 

Besolved — That the brother have 
6s. a week. 

Bro. J. J., of O., aged 73, a local 
preacher forty-three years. Now 
receives 8s. weekly, but having had a 
paralytic stroke, he asks for more. 
He is a widower, has no children, nor 
any relations to help him. 

Besolved — That the brother have 
5s. a week. 

Bro. B. C, of A., aged 71, a local 
preacher thirty-five years. Has been 
a woodman in the winter, and a 
labourer in summer, and earned 9s. 
a week. He has been on our funds 
at 3s. weekly. His wife earns a 



little by washing, and he has Is. 
weekly from another source. 

The local secretary writes lament- 
ing their heavy claims on us, but 
thinks it hard such brethren should 
suffer want. The circuit has pro- 
mised collections for us in all its 
chapels. 

Besolved — That this brother have 
5s. weekly in future. 

Bro. J. S., of R., aged 78, a local 
preacher forty-eight years, wife aged 
74. This brother was a shoemaker^ 
but is now nearly blind. He has 5s. 
from our funds, and asks for another 
shilling a week. 

Resolved— That the brother's re- 
quest be granted, and that he have 
6s. a week in future. 

Letter read from a brother whose 
membership ceased nine years ago» 
asking for a return of his payments. 

Resolved — That our rules do not 
sanction such an application. 

Notices of motion respecting the 
Trust Deed were received from Bros. 
Andrew and Garrett. 

Annual Meeting. — Letter from 
Sheffield suggesting that the date of 
the meeting should be Sunday, 19fch 
June, and following days. 

Resolved — That this be agreed to. 

Magazine Affairs. — Bro. Parker 
reported that he had arranged for our 
Magazine to be supplied from the 
Conference Office, which would be a 
great advantage to many of our sub- 
scribers. 

Some necessary arrangements were 
then made respecting the publication 
of the Magazine at our office, 24, 
Bedford Street. 

The next meeting was fixed to be 
held at Bro. Johnson's, 101, Long 
Acre, on Monday, 13th December. 

Bro. Sims closed the meeting with 
prayer. 

DEATHS. 

July 22, 1880. Ann Rayner, Hud- 
dersfield Branch 2nd, aged 71 years. 
Her end was peace. Claim £2. 

Oct. 9, 1880. Samuel Marahman, 
Bath Branch, aged 62 years. Our bro- 
ther was preaching in Hope Chapel, 
Bath, on the Sabbath immediately pre- 
ceding his death. He was then in good 
health and spirits, suddenly taken ilx 
on following Wednesday, and on Satur, 
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^day passed away to the skies. He was 
a useful and highly esteemed member 
of the Church, and had been a member 
of our Association from the first. 
Claim £8. 
Nov. 3, 1880. Thomas Glorer, Oun- 



dle Branch, aged 63 years. No par- 
tionlars. Claim £,3, 

Nov. 5, 1880. Mary Dawson, Hex- 
ham 2nd Branch, aged 69 years. She 
died in peace, trusting in Jesus. 
Claim £4. 



CASH RECEIVED BY THE GENERAL TREASURER 



President's List: No. 5. Mrs. A. B., £1; Messrs. 
Allen and Sons,£l Is; Mr. J. Barrett, £5; Mr. J. Beckett, 
10s ; Mr. J. Clegg, 10s 6d ; Mr. C. Dear, 10s; Mrs. Dear- 
love, 5s; Messrs. Devas, Routledge and Co., 10s 6d ; Mr. 
F. A. Handy, 5s; Mr.',B. Marquand, 5s; Mr. E. Pethy- 
bridge, £2 2a; Mr. J. J. Pitts, £3 3s; Mr. W. Spearman, 
10b; Mrs. Surman, £1 ; Mr. E. Winter, 5s; Mr.M. A. 
Ballard, hm. £l Is; Mr. J. Loosely, hm. £1 Is ; Mr. F. 
J. Mann, hm. £1 Is ; Mr. J. Mann, hm. £1 Is 
Northampton Ix^— Mrs. Ball, 58; Mr.F. Jeyes, hm. £1 ; Mr. 
W. Jones, hm. £1 Is; Mr. H. Harday, ho. 10s ; late Mr. 
T. Perkins, hm. £1 Is per Ezors. Mr. S. Rush, he. 10s; 
Mr. W. Rainbow, ho. 10s ; Mr. J. Scott, ho. lOs ; Mr. J. 
Shipman, 5s; Mr. Joseph Sheffield, hm. £1 Is ; A poor 
woman's mite, 6d; Mr. J. Wilson, hm. £1 Is (£7 14s 6d). 
Collections as under: Exton, 17s 6d ; Billuig, lis 6d ; 
Collingtree, 7s; Gold Street, £3 18s 7d ; Public Meeting, 
£2 14s 8d; Quinton, 6s 7d; Pitsford, 4s ; Regent Square, 
£5 5s 9d; Kettering Road, £1 2s 9d; Roade, £1 Os 6d 
(Less Expenses, £4 15s 9d) ... ... ... Net 

HougMori'le-SpriTig^'iSjc, M. Stokoe, ho. 10s 

Jjriuport ■•• ..• ■•• ••• ... ... 

Lancaster— Mr. J. Bibby, hm. £1 Is; Mrs. Rawlinson, 
nm. jbl Is*.. .•• ... ••• *•• ••• 

Newport Pagnell ... ••• 

Melton Mowbray ... *•• ••• ••• ••• 

Suvistocn ... ••« ••. ••• ..• •.• 

AshtonundeT'Lyne—Mi. C. Rogers, hm. qly. 5s 3d; Mr. J. 
Tideswell, hm. £ I Is ... ... ... 

Keighley^Mx, Isaac Holden, hm. £5 ; Mr. J. R. ho. 10s ; 

Mr. T. B. Laycock, hm. £1 Is; Mr. P. Parker, hm. £1 Is; 

Mr. J. R. Redman, hm. £1 Is ; Mr. T. Rhodes, hm. 

£1 Is ; Mr. W. Wright, hm. £1 Is ... 

St. Ives ( Caifi.J ... ••• ••• #•• ... 

MelkshaM ... ••• ••• ••• ••• ••• 

(Jsp/Ora .*• ••. ... ••• ••* *• 

Leighton Buzzard *•• ••• ••• ••• ... 

joaVtv ••. ■*. ... *•• .•• ... 

Cbventry—ColleGiXon at Coton, £1 Os 3d 

North Shields ... ... ••• ... ••• 

m^^^^^— Mr. C. Gane, ho. 10s 6d ; Mr. J. Pollard, 5s 3d 
unetjord ... ••■ .•■ ••• ... ... 

Hereford— Mr. T. Pritchard, hm. £1 Is 
Bridlington — Mr. J. Andrew, hm. £1 Is; A Friend, hm. 
£1 Is; Mr. T. Gibson, hm. £1 Is 

ijiv* n/USV ... ••. ■.« ... ... ••• 

Louth — ^Mr. J. Bennett, hm. £1 ; Mr. R. Foster, 5s ; Mrs. 
Oldham, 8s ; Dr. Sharpley, hm. £1 ; Mrs. J. B. Sharpley, 
hm. £1; Mr. H. D. Simpson, qly. 6s 3d; Mr. J.Mawes,5s 

Beading 



TO Nov. 15th, 1880. 

Free Sub- Benefit 

Boziptioiis. Memben. 

£ B. d« iS B. d« 



••• 



■•• 



••• 
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Derhy — Mr. W. Brown, hm. £1 la ; A Friend, 10a 
JBrackley — Mr. Groom, 10s; Collection after Sermons and 

Meeting at Padbury, £8 la 6d 
JFUversham—MT, B. G. Berry, hm. qly. 6s 3d; Mr. J. Carter, 

hm. qly. 5s 3d ; Mr. B. S. Dunn, hm. qly. 5s 3d; Mr. A. 

Humphrey, hm. qly. 5s 3d ; Mr. G. Johnson, hm. qly. 

5s 3d ; Mr. J. WUdish, hm. qly. 5s 3d. Collections at 

Fayersham, Sunday, £7; Ditto Public Meeting, Monday, 

£5 ; Boughton, £2 2s 9d ; Green Street, £8 Is lid. 

Less hire of Hall, Printing, &c., £2 5s 5d Net 

uViBfVdfn ••• ••• ••• ••• ••• •■• 

Suddersfield \gt •«• ••• .*• ... ... 

JDownham — Mr. J. L. Bennett, hm. qly. 5b 3d; Mr. B. S. 
Bennett, hm. £1 Is ; Mr. W. Bennett, jun., hm. qly. 
5s 3d; Mr. J. Boyce, hm. £1 Is; Mr. J. Flatman,hm. qly. 
5s 8d; Mr. B. Gaze, hm. £1 Is ; Mr. B. Harman, hm. 

Jo L JlS *.. ... ••• ••• .•« •■• 

Jdiddldhcbm ... ••• ... ••■ ••• ... 

Norwich — ^Mr. J. Boyce, hm. £1 Is ... ••• 

Wimhortiff ••* ... ••• ... ... ••• 

Beliton^-Mx. W. Bickford Smith, hm. J. P. £1 Is 

MM ^LXTflOB ... ••. ... •.. ••• ... 

MJ%a *•* *•• *•• *** *** ■•■ 

^liStOTh ... ••• •.. ... ... ■•• 

LeicestdT 2nd ••• ••• ••• ••• .•• 

Denby i?afe— Collection at Emley, £1 lis 6d 
Bolton (Farnworth) — Mr. J. Barlow, hm. £2 2s 
Malton — Collection at Norton, 10s ; Ditto at Slingsby, 
£1 2s 6d. The above in connection with Annual Meet- 
ing at York ... *.. ... ... .■• 

TbrJfe— Mr. J. Agar, hm. £1 Is; Mr. Baines, 4s; Mr. J. 

Dunn, hm. £1 Is; Mr. W. Matterson, he. 10s 6d 
Orantham — CoUection at Finkin Street, £7 158 8d 

rrOLn .•' ••• ••• ••■ ••* ■*• 

Shaftesbury— Vto^t of Public Meeting, 3s 

£iiflffiWOOa ... ... .•• ... ... ••• 

Aylesbury ... ... •.. ... ... ••. 

JEvesham — Mr. J. Luckett, hm. £1 Is ... 

DuvBiitry ... ••* ... ... .•• ••• 

SiBOjorCo ... ••• ... ... ... ••. 

J^rcunlinffhuTTb ••• ... ... ... *•. 

Barton-on-Humber — Mr. J. A. Barlow, hm. £1 : Mr. J. H. 

Priestly, he. 10s ; Mr. H. J. Tomlinson, hm. £1 
Durham ... ••• ... ••. ••• ••• 

Folkestone— l&x, H. Bigden, hm. £1 Is ; Mr, T. Bigden, 

nm. dbi. J.S... ... ... ••• ... *•• 

Sowerby Bridge ... 

Sherborne ••• ... *•• ... ••• ... 

^.uttCey ..I ..* .*• .*• ... ••• 

fjHirs^ij^fvo •.• ... ... ..• ••• ••• 

OUssop — Mr. J. Clayton, qly. 3s 

Cardiff— "NLt, B. Beavan, hm. qly. 5s 3d ; Mr. F. J. Beayan, 

hm. qly. 5s 3d ; Mr. H. Bevan, hm. (Bridgend), £1 Is ; 

Mr. T. Berwick, hm. £1 Is; Mr, J. Merrills, hm. £1 Is ; 

Mr. W. T. Baper, hm. qly, 5s 3d; Captain P. Bowe^ hm. 

dwJ. JLS ... -•• .*• *•• •.• ... 

Sheffield— Ur. J. H. Burrows, hm. £1 Is; Mr. S. H. Bur- 
rows, hm. £1 Is; Mr. T. Burrows, hm. £1 Is ; Mr. C. 
Gibson, ho. 10s 6d; Mr. B. Hattersley, 5s; Mt. S. M. 
Johnson, hm. £1 Is; Mr. James Mackinder, hm. £1 Is ; 
Mr. T. Sylvester, ho. 10s ; Mr. C. Wannop, 5s; Mr. W. 
Westby, hm. £1 Is .. 



Free Snb- 
Boriptions. 
£ s. d. 
1 11 

8 11 6 



16 10 9 
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2 8 
1 3 
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12 
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1 12 6 



4 19 9 
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7 16 6 
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Benefit 
Members, 

£ 8. d. 
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16 e 
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2 16 
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6 16 
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2 9 





1 1 
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1 7 









1 I 
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4 16 









3 16 
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2 10 
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2 16 
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2 10 



10 13 
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MUTUAL-AID ABflOdATIOK BEPOBTXB. 



FreeSnb- 



uLUofh ••• ••• ••• ••• ••• ••• 

LBvLvury ••• ••• ••• ••• ••• ••• 

Sotn ••• ••• «•• ••• ••• ••• 

/SpitnififiMM ••• ••• ••• ••• ••• ••• 

Shtpton Mdttct ••• ••• ••• ••• •«« 

Shrewtbury—Mx. J. Barker, 128 

WeUvnghorotigh^Vir, J. Beale, hm. £1 Is; Mr. T. Korman, 

llID. xl Is ••• ••• ••• ••• ... 

LtictftcF \ttm»» ••• ••• ••• ••• ••• 

Kington — Hanrest ThanksgiTing at Maraton, 58 6d 
WUney^l&i. C. Barly, hm. £1 Is; Mr. C. W. Early, hm. 

£1 la; Mr J. Fowler, ho. lOs 6d; Mr. A. L. Leigh, ho. 

108 6d; Mr. G. Harwood, ho. 10b 6d .•• 

JJOTCn/BfvtT ••* ••• ... ••• ... ... 

Huddernfield 2nd 

"Wotrington ... ••• ••• ••• ••• ••• 

Jttjfon ••• •*• ••• ... ••• ••• 

xfuntingdon»»» ••• ... ••• ... ••• 

\y^f7CC ••• ••• •»• ••• ... ••• 

rVOUillli ••• ••• ••• ... ••• •»« 

JYerccattle-on-Tyne Itt^'Mr. 6. LncUey, hm. £1 Is 
J^ncoin «■• *•• ••• ... ••• ■•• 

Baytwater — Mr. W. M. Moxon, hm. £2 2s .^ 

Spalding .*• .•• ••• •>• ••• >•• 

Ponfypool—yLr, B. Greenwaj, hm. £1 Is; Mr. W. Walters, 

mil. |B>X JIS... a*. ... ••• ... ... 

Jowfiguy >.. ••■ ■*. ••• ..« ... 

yeTebury—Hi. B. A. Taylor, qly. 8s ..« •- 

J^arlborough ... ••• ... ... ... 

Salisbury^ A Friend, 5s ; Ditto, per J. H., lOs; Mr. G. 

Truckle, hm. £1 Is... 

%J%iftHlC ».. .•' ... ... ••• ••• 

Yeovil — ^Mr. Jabez Bradford, hm.£l Is 

Peterborough 2nd - Mr. G. W. Boyer, ho. 10s 6d ; Collection 
after sermons and meetings, £8 15s 4d 

Office List—Mr, T. M. Harvey, hm. £2 2b; Bey. J. Meyer, 
5s ; Mr. T. G. Waterhonse, hm. £5 ... ... 

Pretident't Listl^o. 6— Mr. W. Almond, hm. £1 Is; Mr.E. 
Baldwin, hm.M.P.,£l Is; Mr. J.W.GhewbaU,hm.£l la; 
Messrs. Corah and Sons, hm. £1 Is ; Mr. Davis, 5s : Mr. 
J. Dorsett, hm. £\ \b; Three Friends, 15s ; Mr. J. Ham- 
lyn, hm. £1 Is ; Mr. J. Hicks, ho. 10s ; Mr. J. Hoskins, 
OS ; Mr. W. Gimblett, 58 ; Mr. J. Jeans, ho. 10s ; 
Mcs^srs. Jeffrey and Kent, he. 10s; Great Marlow, Col- 
lection, £2 5s 6d; Mr. Lanning, hm. £1 Is; "Nti. J. 
Leach, Ss; Mr. H. J. Martyn, 58; Mr. J. H. Pethybridge, 
hm. £1 Is; President's Box, 2nd Quarter, £4; Mr. J. 
Quick, he. 10s ; Mr J. H. Strange, 5s ; Mr. F. Styring, 
hm. £1 is; Mr. M. Wells, ho. 10s 

Southfvark and Lambeth — Mr. G. S. Knight, hm. £1 Is ... 

BriJdol-O. W., 5s for the Poor Old Hundred (per Bro. 
Maynard)... •.• ... ... ••. ... 

Hinde Street—Mr. Israel Britton, hm. £1 Is ; Mr. G. 
Peachey, hm. £1 Is «.. ... ••• 

Ciiy Bx>ad — Mr. J. Duncan, hm. £1 Is... ••• 

Great Queen Street — Mr. J. B. Wilkinson, he. 10s 



£ B. d. 



12 

2 2 

6 6 

8 13 6 



110 
2 2 

2 2 

3 

1 16 
110 
9 5 10 
7 7 



20 


9 
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1 


1 








5 





2 


2 





1 


1 








10 






Bensflt 



£ 

1 
1 
1 


1 



8. d. 

4 

5 6 

4 

6 0* 

5 6 

7 



2 8 
2 2 (V 
9 



1 6 

1 7 
4 1 

2 11 

1 18 

2 7 



1 
1 
2 



a 




6 
9 6 

7 

8 



9 

5 10 

18 

16a 

12 9 

1 I 

6 5 3 
14 
110 

1 16 



3 O 



190 5 7 '198 5 9« 



Chcdoner & Cooke, Printers, Old BaUey, London, E.G. 
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